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Abstract

I develop a dynamic model of bank runs that allows me to study
important phenomena such as the role of information externalities and
herd behavior of depositors as a source of bank runs. I show that
eliminating bank runs completely, even they can be generated by herd
behavior of depositors, has costs. Furthermore, a deposit contract
that allows for runs can achieve higher levels of depositor welfare than
a contract that completely eliminates them. Since early liquidation of
bank’s assets is costly, a central bank that acts as a lender of last resort
alleviates some of the costs associated with bank runs. Yet it cannot
prevent runs on healthy banks in the absence of perfect information
about the bank’s asset quality. In those cases, a deposit contract, even
with liquidity support from the central bank, cannot achieve the first-
best e cient outcome. As a policy measure, any e orts to give market
discipline a stronger role in achieving financial stability should be ac-
companied by transparency and disclosure of information on banks’
soundness and management of the crisis.

1 Introduction

Throughout their history, banks have been subject to runs. It is a well-
known fact that banks have illiquid assets and liquid liabilities. This matu-
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rity mismatch makes banks vulnerable to runs if depositors become worried
about the bank’s asset quality and demand the return of their savings.

Although financial crises including bank runs are no longer a matter
of concern in some parts of the world, the reality is that banking crises
are still a constant feature of economies for a majority of the countries.
Lindgren, Garcia and Saal (1996) show that during the period 1980-96, of the
181 IMF member countries, 133 experienced significant banking problems.
Such problems a ected developed, as well as developing and transitional
countries1 and had significant costs as documented by many studies2.

Since the emergence of banks, supervision and regulation of the industry
evolved as government and private responses to banking panics. The studies
on the issue date back to Thornton (1802) that works on optimal central
bank policies for lending in times of distress. Over the two centuries since
Thornton (1802), many policies have been developed to prevent and manage
banking panics: suspension of convertibility, lender of last resort practices,
deposit insurance, risk-based capital requirements, to cite a few. In light
of the recent experiences, it is clear that the debate on these issues has not
come to an end yet.

In his classic, Lombard Street, Bagehot (1873) argues that during times
of panic, transparency on management of the crisis may reduce uncertainty
and may have a calming e ect on financial markets. In Bagehot’s own words:

“If people could be really convinced that they could have money if they
wait a day or two, and that utter ruin is not coming, most likely they would
cease to run in such a mad way for money. Either shut the Bank (of England)
at once and say it will not lend more than it commonly lends, or lend freely,
boldly, and so that the public may feel you mean to go on lending. To
lend a great deal, and yet not give the public confidence that you will lend
su ciently and e ectually, is the worst of all policies.”

In this paper, I concentrate on the role of information externalities and
herd behavior of depositors as a source of bank runs and, consistent with
Bagehot’s advice, suggest that transparency and disclosure of information on
banks’ soundness and management of the crisis can alleviate and eliminate

1For example, over the past 25 years banking crises have hit such developed countries
as Finland (1991-93), Norway (1988-92), Japan (1992-present), Spain (1977-85), and Swe-
den (1991) and have recently troubled such developing countries as Russia (1998), Brazil
(1999), Turkey (2000) and (2001) and Argentina (2001), and various counties in Asia
(1997-98).

2See Lindgren, Garcia and Saal (1996), Caprio and Klingebiel (1996), Lindgren et.al.
(1999), Alexander et.al. (1997), Sundararajan and Baliño (1991), Hoggarth, Reis and
Saporta (2001).
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some of the problems related to bank runs.
In doing so, I search for answers to some important questions, that are

closely related with the stability of the banking system, such as:

• Can information externalities and herd behavior of depositors trigger
bank runs?

• What are the costs of preventing these types of bank runs?

• Does optimal deposit contract allow for bank runs even when they can
be generated by herd behavior of depositors and can be on healthy
banks?

• In the presence of noisy private information, can a deposit contract,
even with liquidity support3 from the central bank, achieve the first-
best e cient outcome with public information?

When we look at the literature, we see that the bank run models have
some common features. Most of them are static two-period equilibrium
based models with a continuum of agents played in the simultaneous form.
But Brunnermeier (2001) makes an important observation on the bank runs
literature: “Although withdrawals by deposit holders occur sequentially in
reality, the literature typically models bank runs as a simultaneous move
game4”. With static models, we cannot analyze the dynamics of bank runs
and we cannot answer some of the questions I address. For these reasons, I
diverge from these common features of bank run models.

In this paper, I build a model similar to the models of Diamond and
Dybvig (1983) and Allen and Gale (1998) (DD and AG, respectively, from
now on) but this is a dynamic model of bank runs where depositors move
sequentially rather than simultaneously. This allows me to investigate the
role of information externalities and herd behavior of depositors as a source
of banking panics. The important feature of the model is that in an interim

3 In this paper, liquidity support will be only against good collateral. Therefore, it is
not a bailout of the bank. See Section 6 for a detailed discussion.

4A few exceptions where depositors move sequentially would be Chen (1999), Green and
Lin (2003) and Schotter and Yorulmazer (2003). Chen (1999) extends the Diamond and
Dybvig (1983) model to multiple banks and allows for interim revelation of information
about some banks’ performance. A su cient number of bank failures results in pessimistic
expectations about the general state of the economy and leads to runs on the remaining
banks. This is a model with multiple banks that explains possible channels for contagion.
In my model, there is only one bank. Therefore, my set up is not suitable to study
contagion.
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stage, depositors receive noisy private signals about the bank’s asset quality
and observe the actions of other depositors who move before them5. Since
these signals are noisy, information revealed by the actions of depositors
have value for other depositors. Depositors update their beliefs on the basis
of these actions and their own private signals. A few number of withdrawals
can lead depositors to withdraw even when they have a favorable signal
about the prospects of the bank’s investments. Hence, herd behavior of
depositors can trigger a run on a healthy bank.

Early liquidation of bank’s assets is costly, so the bank may choose a
deposit contract that completely eliminates runs. To be able to do so, the
bank has to promise a small return for those who want to withdraw early
so that even a depositor who has observed a bad signal about the bank’s
prospects chooses not to withdraw. This will undermine the insurance pro-
vided by the deposit contract against a liquidity shock and is an important
trade-o the bank needs to consider in choosing the deposit contract. I show
that for a significant set of parameter values, it is optimal to allow for runs
even if they can be generated by herd behavior of depositors and can be on
healthy banks.

In the first-best e cient outcome with public information, when the bank
cannot pay everybody the promised amount, the optimal arrangement is to
distribute all the available funds equally among all depositors. But when
bank runs are eliminated, early depositors will get their promised amount
and if the return from the bank’s investments is low, late depositors will
get very little. This is another cost of eliminating runs completely the bank
takes into account in choosing the optimal deposit contract (see AG for a
detailed analysis).

In the bank runs literature, there are two main views about what triggers
bank runs. One view states that bank runs are self-fulling phenomenon
generated by “sunspots” as in the pioneering work of DD. They show that
a deposit contract can give the optimal allocation by providing depositors
insurance against uncertainty about their liquidity needs. If nobody thinks
that there will be a run on the bank, only depositors with urgent liquidity
needs withdraw early and there is no bank run. But, if depositors think that
other depositors will withdraw their money, it is optimal for them to do so
since there will not be anything left for them if they do not withdraw. This
is the Pareto inferior bank run outcome. Sunspots determine which of these
self-fulfilling outcomes will occur.

5To capture this, I use a very similar structure to the discrete signals model of Bikhchan-
dani, Hirshleifer and Welch (1992).
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Another view is that bank runs are natural consequences of the business
cycle and they are information based. Gorton (1988) and Calomiris and
Gorton (1991) empirically show that the banking crises in US in the late
19th and early 20th century are actual consequences of the business cycle
and they are information driven.

In this paper there are both payo and information externalities6 allow-
ing me to combine some features of these two main views of bank runs in
one model7. In my model, bank runs are triggered by the withdrawal deci-
sions of a few number of depositors, revealing that they have adverse news
about the bank’s performance. This makes bank runs information driven.
Yet, because of payo and information externalities, once a run is triggered,
it is optimal for everyone else to join the run even if they had good news
about the bank’s asset quality initially. Since depositors have noisy private
signals, runs can be on healthy banks. Saunders and Wilson (1996) provides
historical evidence of runs on healthy banks, as I will later discuss in detail.

Here, I concentrate on some particular equilibria of the model which
I find to be the most interesting8. There may be other equilibria, where
“everybody runs” being a likely candidate. Since this is a dynamic game
with information externalities, the public belief about the prospects of the
bank evolves during the play of the game. When the public belief falls below
a threshold, it is a dominant strategy to withdraw which makes a bank run
the unique outcome from then on. When the public belief is above that
threshold, “everybody runs” equilibrium can be eliminated by a constraint
added to the deposit contract as long as the utility from receiving nothing
from the bank is not extremely low9.

There are models with unique equilibrium to the bank run game in the
literature but their features di er from my model. Some of these share
the limitations of the models mentioned before. Therefore they are not
appropriate models for the purposes of this paper. Following is a discussion

6 In many situations we observe both of these externalities in action but we have very
few models studying this. Some would be Neeman and Orosel (1999), Dasgupta (2000)
and Yorulmazer (2003).

7Though I have payo externalities, the real reason that triggers a run is the information
externalities. When the public belief about bank’s prospects fall below a threshold, a run
is triggered. This is a situation similar to the one sketched in Allen and Morris (2001).
But with the help of payo externalities, I show that once a run is triggered, everybody
will join (see footnote 29).

8Postlewaite and Vives (1987) and Chari and Jagannathan (1988) build models of
incomplete information with a unique Bayesian equilibrium that has a positive probability
of bank runs.

9See footnote 29 for a similar discussion.
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of these studies and my model’s di erences from them.
Green and Lin (2001), using a finite-player version of DD, develop a di-

rect mechanism that implements the ex-ante e cient allocation as a unique
outcome even when the bank uses the sequential-service constraint. In their
model, aggregate uncertainty stems from the proportion of depositors that
are subject to the liquidity shock. The return from the risky asset is con-
stant. In my model, the return from the risky asset is random and this is
the source of aggregate uncertainty. Their mechanism, under the sequen-
tial service constraint, pays di erent amounts to depositors who want to
withdraw early, depending on the position they arrive the bank. This type
of arrangement is not feasible in my contract space: depositors are treated
equally in my model.

Goldstein and Pauzner (2002) use the equilibrium selection method10

introduced by Carlsson and van Damme (1993) and find a unique equilibrium
in which fundamentals determine whether a bank run will occur or not. But
they have a continuum of agents and the bank run game is played in the
simultaneous form. With their set up, it may not be possible to answer some
of the questions my paper is interested in such as the role of information
externalities and herd behavior of depositors as a source of bank runs. Also,
Saunders and Wilson (1996) and Park (1991) empirically document runs on
healthy banks which is in contrast with the predictions of their model.

Some studies show that deposit contracts that are subject to bank runs
are optimal arrangements and provide e cient outcomes. But in those mod-
els, information about banks’ asset quality is perfect, and is public observed
(AG) or revealed through the actions of insiders, who are perfectly informed
about the performance of their bank (Calomiris and Kahn (1991)).

Calomiris and Kahn (1991) show that the deposit contract is the optimal
arrangement even though it might create opportunity for bank runs and
costly liquidation. The rationale behind this argument is that depositors
can monitor their banks, which can act against their interest, by liquidating
their funds. The event that triggers a run is the withdrawal decisions of the
insiders.

Allen and Gale (1998) builds a model consistent with the empirical ev-
idence of Gorton (1988) and Calomiris and Gorton (1991) that banking
panics are related with the business cycle and are not the result of sunspots.
They show that bank runs allow e cient risk sharing between early and late

10Morris and Shin (2001) is an excellent article on the theory and the applications of
global games including applications on bank runs. Morris and Shin (1998) uses the same
technique to find unique equilibrium in a model of currency attacks.
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withdrawing depositors and allow banks to hold e cient portfolios. When
runs carry costs due to early liquidation of assets, the first-best e cient
outcome can be achieved by liquidity support from the central bank. In
their model, the asset quality of the bank is realized and publicly observed
in an interim period. This is crucial for the deposit contract, with liquidity
support of the central bank, to achieve the first-best e cient outcome.

In contrast with the models discussed above, some studies provide empir-
ical evidence for runs on healthy banks. For example, Saunders and Wilson
(1996) examine deposit flows in 163 failed and 229 surviving banks over the
Depression era of 1929-1933 in US. In the years 1929 and 1933, they find
evidence of “flight to quality” where withdrawals from failed banks were
associated with deposit increases in surviving banks. However, they observe
a decrease in deposits in both failed and surviving banks for the period of
1930-32. During this time, healthy banks experienced runs, too.

In another study, Park (1991)11 looks at banking panics in US history
and empirically shows that the government or banks stopped panics mainly
by providing information on banks’ solvency rather than liquidity12. He
compares di erent arrangements used to manage and prevent banking pan-
ics according to their information provision and concludes that the arrange-
ments that provided information on banks’ solvency were successful while
those that provided only liquidity failed. He examines three di erent ar-
rangements: equalization of reserves, clearing house loan arrangements and
suspension of payments.

Clearing House loan certificates were acquired by banks by depositing
qualifying assets with the Clearing House Association and they were used in
interbank settlements. They prevent costly liquidation of assets and improve
bank’s liquidity position. Since they were provided only when the Clearing
House Association decided that the bank has enough assets to back them
up, they also served the purpose of providing information that the bank was
healthy.

Equalization of reserves was basically pooling all legal reserves of Clear-
ing House Association member banks in an emergency and granting member
banks equal access to the pooled resources. While equalization of reserves
enhanced liquidity in the bank under attack, it did not provide any informa-
tion on bank’s asset quality. Because of this lack of information, equalization

11Gorton (1985), Gorton and Mullineaux (1987) and Gorton and Huang (2002) docu-
ment similar experiences. Sprague (1910) is an excellent source for banking crises in US
under the national banking system.
12For an excellent survey on the role of ”lender of last resort” in crisis management, see

Freixas, Giannini, Hoggarth and Soussa (1999).
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of reserves was ine ective in preventing runs when used in the 1873 crisis.
Instead, stability of the banking system was established by using Clearing
House loan certificates.

Suspension of payments was another arrangement used to manage bank-
ing panics. Their major role was to provide information rather than liq-
uidity. Suspensions were always followed by thorough examination of the
banks’ assets. While banks with solvency problems were liquidated, solvent
banks were reopened. This selective reopening procedure assured the public
that the reopened banks were healthy. As a result of this, runs on reopened
banks did not recur in most cases.

The results of this paper are in parallel with the empirical evidence dis-
cussed. In this model, while liquidity support alleviates the costs of early liq-
uidation, it cannot prevent runs on healthy banks. The policy measure that
will prevent these type of runs is the disclosure of information on the bank’s
soundness and management of the crisis. A deposit contract can achieve the
first-best e cient outcome only in the presence of perfect information about
the banks’ performance. In that sense, my results are complementary to the
findings of the studies that suggest that a deposit contract, with liquidity
support from the central bank, can achieve the first-best e cient outcome.
In this paper, I argue that, while liquidity support is necessary, it is not
su cient in achieving the first-best e cient outcome. It has to be accom-
panied by transparency and disclosure of information on banks’ soundness
and management of crises.

This paper makes important suggestions on the policy side. In my model,
deposit insurance can prevent runs and since early liquidation is costly, this
can be welfare improving. But it is a well-known fact that in the presence of
full insurance, depositors do not have any incentive to di erentiate between
sound and unsound banks. In such an environment, weak banks do not have
any di culty in attracting deposits. This creates an opportunity for moral
hazard on banks’ side that can cause adverse e ects on the stability of the
banking system.

Financial regulators and policy makers have been looking for alterna-
tives for full deposit insurance (see Bhattacharya, Boot and Thakor (1998)
for a comprehensive survey). Giving a stronger role on market discipline
may lessen the moral hazard problem. But for market discipline to work ef-
fectively, depositors should have accurate information about the soundness
of banks. This paper shows that in the absence of accurate information, in-
formation externalities and herd behavior of depositors can lead to runs on
healthy banks. This undermines the role of market discipline in keeping an
eye on bank activities. Therefore disclosure of information on banks’ struc-
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ture, performance and risk positions should be enforced13. This is “pillar
three” of Basel II regime and this should be fully pursued to increase the
e ectiveness of market discipline, which can be an alternative for deposit
insurance in achieving financial stability.

We can summarize the two main results of this paper as:

• In the presence of noisy private signals, for a significant set of param-
eter values, the optimal deposit contract allows for bank runs even if
they can be generated by herd behavior of depositors and they can be
on healthy banks.

• In the absence of perfect information on bank’s performance, a deposit
contract, with liquidity support from the central bank, cannot achieve
the first-best e cient outcome.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The model is described in
Section 2. In Section 3, I present the special case where the bank’s return
is publicly observed that serves as a benchmark model. Section 4 describes
the information structure of the model with private noisy signals. I inves-
tigate di erent deposit contracts the bank can choose in Section 5. Section
6 analyzes the e ect of liquidity support from the central bank and inves-
tigates whether it can prevent runs on healthy banks. Section 7 elaborates
on policy implications of the model, in particular on transparency and dis-
closure of information on bank’s performance and management of the crisis.
Concluding remarks are in Section 8.

2 Model

The model is similar to the models of DD and AG. The main di erence is
that we have an infinite number of depositors rather than a continuum. This
way, I can develop a model of bank runs, where depositors move sequentially,
and therefore, incorporate information externalities into the model. As men-
tioned in Brunnermeier (2001), this is a more realistic representation of bank

13Rochet and Vives (2002) finds di erent results on the optimal disclosure policy of the
Central Bank. They use the “global games” analysis of Carlsson and van Damme (1983)
and find a unique equilibrium. In this unique equilibrium, there is an intermediate range
of fundamentals where there is a potential for a coordination failure. Central Bank, by
providing information that becomes common knowledge, can move the interbank market
into a regime of multiple equilibria when the fundamentals are in that intermediate range.
By adding noise to its announcements, Central Bank prevents switching to the regime
of multiple equilibria. But they have a simultaneous move game while my model is a
sequential move model of bank runs.
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runs in the real world and will help me investigate the role of herding and
information externalities as a source of bank runs.

There are three periods, = 0 1 2 and a single consumption good avail-
able at each date.

There is a bank that o ers depositors a deposit contract and makes
investments on their behalf. I assume that the banking sector is competitive
so that the bank chooses the deposit contract that maximizes the welfare of
depositors.

There are two assets : a safe and a risky asset. The safe asset is a storage
technology that pays one unit at date + 1 for each unit invested at date .
Both the depositors and the bank have access to the safe asset.

The risky asset that pays a random return of e at = 2 for each unit
invested at = 0, where

e =
(

with probability 1 2

with probability 1 2

We have 1 so that the risky asset does not dominate the safe asset.
Only banks have access to the risky asset. Risky asset can be liquidated at
= 1 but only with some discount. When liquidated early, only a fraction
of the return can be collected. Therefore the return at = 1 is e where
(0 1)
There is an infinite number of depositors. A depositor can be an early

or a late consumer. Early consumers value consumption at = 1 only, while
late consumers value consumption at = 2. I assume that the types are
public information when realized but the bank cannot write type specific
contracts14. Ex-ante, depositors do not know their type but they know the
probability distribution over types. Probability of being an early consumer is
and since there is an infinite number of depositors, is also the proportion

of early consumers. As a result, there is no aggregate uncertainty resulting
from the proportion of depositors that are subject to the liquidity shock.

Therefore consumers have the following preferences :

( 1 2) =

(
( 1) with probability

( 2) with probability 1

where denotes consumption at date = 1 2. is strictly increasing ( 0

0) and strictly concave ( 00 0). Further, it satisfies the Inada conditions:

14See Section 3.2 for a discussion.
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0(0) = and 0( ) = 0. Depositors have an initial endowment of 1 unit
of the consumption good at = 0 and nothing at = 1 and = 2

3 Publicly Observed Return

In this section, I assume that the realization of e is publicly observed at
= 1. Since e can take only two values, the following is just a simplified
version of AG. For this special case, I will find the first-best e cient outcome
and show that a deposit contract with liquidity support from the central
bank can achieve the first-best e cient outcome.

3.1 First-Best E cient Outcome

For the moment, I assume that the bank can write contracts conditional on
e Therefore, the resulting allocation will be the first-best allocation (for a
detailed discussion see AG).

I assume that the risky asset cannot be liquidated at = 1 for now.
The bank will choose a portfolio of the safe ( ) and the risky asset

( ) out of the initial endowment 1 at = 0 and will also determine the
consumption levels ( e) conditional on the realization of e that maximize
the ex-ante expected utility of the representative depositor. So the bank’s
problem can be written as:

( 1)

[ ( 1( e) + (1 ) ( 2( e))]
( ) + 6 1

( ) 1( e) 6

( ) 1( e) + (1 ) 2( e) 6 + e

( ) 1( e) 6 2( e)

The first constraint is the feasibility constraint for the portfolio chosen
at = 0. Since the risky asset cannot be liquidated, the second constraint
insures that the bank has enough safe asset to pay early consumers. The
third constraint insures that the consumption levels provided by the deposit
contract can be achieved. The last constraint is an incentive compatibility
constraint to separate early and late consumers.

Since ( ) is strictly concave, the FOC uniquely characterizes the opti-
mum. Depositors are risk averse so the best arrangement when everyone

11



state\outcome 1 2

1

+ +

Table 1: Payo s for early and late depositors in di erent states.

cannot be paid is to distribute all funds equally among all depositors.
This gives us the payo s explained in Table 1 where the optimal level of
and are given by the first-order conditions15.

3.2 Optimal Deposit Contract

Now I will look at whether a bank that uses a deposit contract can achieve
the first-best e cient outcome.

Though the bank observes the types of depositors when realized, I assume
that it cannot write type specific contracts or suspend payments according
to types. In my model, suspension of payments amounts to default on the
deposit contract16. The bank has to use the sequential service constraint
except for some cases, as I will explain now17.

I assume that the bank uses the following payment rule: In making its
payments, bank uses the first-come first-served rule. When there is a run, the
bank abandons the first-come first-served rule. Rather, it pays everybody
the promised if it can and if it cannot, it divides whatever it has equally
among those who demand liquidation.

When the risky asset cannot be liquidated early, AG shows that the
expected utility from the first-best e cient outcome can be achieved by a
standard deposit contract that promises a fixed payment. Bank pays its
promises using the liquid asset and if it does not have enough liquid asset
to make the promised payment, it divides all the liquid asset equally among
those who demand early liquidation.

Let 1 denote the fixed payment promised to the early consumers. First
we simplify the bank’s problem using the bank’s payment rule, to get:

15See Allen and Gale (1998) for a detailed discussion.
16 In a larger contract space, there can be other arrangements that achieve higher levels

of depositor welfare. These types of arrangements are not feasible in my contract space.
17Though suspensions of payments occurred on some occasions in the nineteenth century

in US, Commercial Bank Clearing House was responsible for deciding whether and when
the suspension was appropriate. Marine National Bank was punished for suspending
payments on its own in May 1884.
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( 2)

1
2 ( 1( )) +

1
2 [ ( 1) + (1 ) ( 2( ))]

( ) + 6 1

If the bank chooses 1 = the deposit contract can achieve the first-
best e cient outcome given in Table 1.

Now we relax the assumption that the risky asset can be liquidated at
= 1 When liquidated at = 1, the return is e where (0 1)
The bank has to liquidate the risky asset if it cannot pay 1 to depositors

who demand early liquidation.
Under the possibility of costly liquidation, the deposit contract cannot

achieve the first-best outcome from Table 1, since the bank has to go under
costly liquidation when e = . But when the central bank provides liquidity,
the bank does not have to go under costly liquidation. In that case, the
deposit contract of ( 2) is feasible and can provide the expected utility
from the first best allocation.

The following is a numerical example of the above discussion.

Example 1 Assume that ( ) = ( ) and = 1 2 The optimal deposit
contract can provide the first-best e cient expected utility. For low funda-
mentals ( = 4 = 0 5) ( ) = 0 2269 the optimal portfolio is ( ) =
(0 6404 0 3596) and 1 = 1 2808. For high fundamentals ( = 6 = 0 75)
( ) = 0 3861 the optimal portfolio is ( ) = (0 5687 0 4313) and 1 =

1 1375.

We saw that a deposit contract, with liquidity support from the central
bank, can achieve the first-best e cient outcome when the return from the
bank’s investment is publicly observed. When the return is publicly ob-
served, runs are correct runs. In other words, they occur only when they
are needed to occur. But as Park (1991) empirically documents, in the ab-
sence of perfect information about the bank’s asset quality, healthy banks
have also experienced runs. In those cases, liquidity support did not prevent
runs. The policies that prevented runs on sound banks revealed the asset
quality of banks. In the following sections, consistent with the empirical
evidence, I will show that liquidity support from the central bank cannot
prevent runs on healthy banks in the absence of perfect information about
the bank’s assets. Under those conditions deposit contracts cannot achieve
the first-best e cient outcome with public information.
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4 Noisy Private Signals

In this section, I will explain the information structure of the model with
noisy private signals. The structure is similar to the discrete signals social
learning model of Bikhchandani, Hirshleifer and Welch (1992) (BHW from
now on). Depositors will receive noisy signals about the quality of the bank’s
portfolio, namely about the return of the risky asset. These signals are
informative but not perfect. Therefore the signal of each depositor have
value for other depositors.

Initially, there is an exogenous order for depositors to make their de-
cisions. At = 1, depositors learn their type and if they happen to be a
late depositor, their private signal about the bank’s asset quality18. Ba-
sically, depositors receive a vector of signals with two dimensions: (Type,
Signal). These vectors can be: ( ) ( ), ( ) where stands for an
early consumer, stands for a late consumer, stands for a good signal
which predicts the high return , while stands for a bad signal which
predicts the low return .

As I assumed, the bank and the depositors can observe types19. The
consequences of relaxing this assumption are discussed in the Appendix20.

As explained, late depositors privately receive a noisy signal about
the likelihood of the high return. The signals of di erent depositors are
assumed to be independent, conditional on the true return of the risky asset.
Conditional probabilities for the signals, given the true state, are :

= Pr( | e = ) = Pr( | e = )

1 = Pr( | e = ) = Pr( | e = )

Note that (1 2 1) so that the signals are informative but not perfect.
And as increases, signals become more informative. Probabilities of signals
in di erent states are summarized in Table 2.
18Early depositors can receive a signal about the bank’s prospects, too. It would not

e ect my results.
19This assumption makes the analysis simple without sacrificing from the content of the

model. Chari and Jagannathan (1988) builds a model where depositors are faced with a
signal extraction problem. They see a queue in front of the bank but they cannot identify
the exact reason, which can be a high realization of the liquidity shock or some bad news
about the bank’s performance.
20This will contribute noise to the model. Now a withdrawal decision will be noisy

information about a bad signal. If a depositor decides to withdraw at = 1 it can be for
two reasons:
) She may be an early consumer.
) She may be a late consumer and observed a bad signal.
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state\signal Good Bad
e = 1
e = 1

Table 2: Probabilities of signals conditional on state.

4.1 Updating

Now I will show how depositors update their beliefs about the good state.
I assume that they use Bayes’ rule in updating their beliefs. Let ( ) and
( ) be the posterior probability of the good state attached by a depositor

who observe the good and the bad signal respectively, starting with a prior
of . To save notation, I will use and instead of (1 2) and (1 2)
respectively. Assuming that agents update their beliefs using Bayes’ rule,
we get:

=
(1 2)

(1 2) + (1 2)(1 )
=

In the same way, we get:

= 1

I assume that depositors value signals equally. As a direct consequence of
this, good news revealed by a good signal will be washed out by bad news
from a bad signal. This result is formally stated below:

Claim 2
¡
1
2 1
¢

( (1 2)) = ( (1 2)) = 1
2

Proof. I will show that ( (1 2)) = 1 2. The other case is similar.
To find ( ) I will substitute = (1 ) for in ( ) and get:

( ) =
(1 )

(1 ) + (1 )
=
1

2

Now we examine how depositors update their beliefs when they observe
a history of signals.

I assume that the actions of depositors are observable. For the moment,
suppose that the depositors can perfectly infer the signals of the other depos-
itors from their actions. They will update their beliefs about the good state

15



on the basis of their own private signal and the publicly observed actions of
depositors who moved before them.

As I showed above, good news revealed by a good signal will be washed
out by the bad news from a bad signal. For this reason, for depositor in
updating her belief, the only thing that matters is the di erence between
the number of good signals ( ) and the number of bad signals ( ) revealed
by the actions of depositors who moved before her, ( 1 1) and her
private signal ( ). Therefore, all the information in ( 1 1 ) can
be summarized as the di erence of the number of good and bad signals.
Formally speaking, = is a su cient statistic.

Note that the history is carried through the public belief about the good
state. I will call the public belief of the high return, when it is player ’s
turn to move, as , which is going to be the state variable.

I would like to explain the order in which depositors move, in more
detail. This part of the analysis has di erences from BHW and there will
be an endogenous component in depositor’s timing21.

Initially, there is an exogenous order for players’ decisions. Yet, while
a withdrawal decision is irreversible, a non-withdrawal decision is not. A
depositor who chose not to withdraw when it was her turn to move, is still
in the game and can decide to withdraw later when it is her turn to move
again22. In that sense the decisions are about the timing of withdrawals,
which adds an endogenous component to the model. Figure 3 summarizes
the sequence of events in this model.

5 Contracts with Noisy Private Information

In this section, I will investigate di erent deposit contracts the bank can
choose. These contracts will have di erent probabilities of bank runs.

The first contract I will analyze, completely eliminates runs. I will call
this the run-proof contract. Since runs carry early liquidation costs, this can
be a desirable property of a deposit contract. But to be able to prevent
runs, the bank will have to promise a small amount to early withdrawing
depositors so that even a late depositor who observed the bad signal will
get a higher expected payo by not withdrawing at = 1. Therefore the
run-proof contract sacrifices from the insurance it provides against liquidity
shocks.

21We do not have many social learning models where players’ timing is endogenous. An
excellent exception is Gale and Chamley (1994).
22For simplicity I assume that she goes to the back of the line.
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Also, when we look at the first-best e cient outcome with public in-
formation, we see that when the bank cannot pay everybody the promised
amount, the best arrangement is to distribute all the available funds equally
among all depositors. But when bank runs are eliminated, early depositors
will get their promised amount and if the return from the bank’s invest-
ments is low, late depositors will get very little. This is another cost of
eliminating runs completely. For these reasons, it is clear that the run-proof
contract cannot achieve the first-best e cient outcome. Furthermore, it may
be optimal to allow for bank runs.

Another contract, the bank can choose, is one that allows for runs. I
will call this the run contract. This contract can provide higher levels of
insurance against liquidity shocks since it is not bounded by the restrictions
of the run-proof contract. But, because of the information structure of
the model, withdrawal decisions can reveal information about the private
signals of depositors. These signals possess valuable information for other
depositors. As I will show, these information externalities can trigger a run
on a sound bank.

When we compare the run contract with the first-best e cient outcome,
we see that another shortcoming of this contract is that late depositors may
choose to wait when they should run, as a result of information externalities.
Though the run contract can perform better than the run-proof contract,
for the explained reasons, it cannot achieve the first-best e cient outcome.

In this section I will formalize the deposit contracts discussed above.

5.1 Run-Proof Deposit Contract

In this section, I will analyze the deposit contract that completely eliminates
runs. For this contract to work, the bank should promise a small enough
return to the early withdrawing depositors, so that even a late consumer
with the bad signal will prefer to wait until the last period.

When this deposit contract is used, no late depositor will withdraw early
and the actions of late depositors will be independent of their private signals.
No new information will be revealed during the course of the game. This
creates an informational cascade as defined below.

Definition 3 In an informational cascade, depositors choose the same ac-
tion, regardless of their private signals23.

23 In this discrete signals setup, herds are cascades are equivalent. For a distinction
between the two, see Smith and Sorensen (2000).
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Since no new information is revealed, the public belief will always be
equal to the prior belief of 1 2 for all depositors. All late depositors will
be in the same situation as the first depositor and they will decide to wait
until the last period. We will be in an informational cascade where no late
depositor withdraws early. I will call this a no-run cascade.

There is another informational cascade in which late depositors choose
to withdraw early regardless of their private signals. I will call this a run-
cascade.

The run-proof contract can increase the welfare of depositors since runs
carry early liquidation costs. But the liquidity insurance provided by these
deposit contracts can be very low since the bank has to promise a small
amount to early withdrawing depositors. And also, when the return from
the risky asset is low, the optimal arrangement is to distribute the whole
portfolio equally among all depositors, but the run-proof contract cannot
achieve this.

Late depositors do not run with this type of contract and early depositors
get the promised amount 1 in both states through the liquid asset. Since
of the depositors will turn out to be early depositors, bank will invest
of the funds in the safe asset. Late depositors, who will be (1 ) of

the population, will get the funds invested in the risky asset at the end.
Therefore, late depositors will get:

2( e) =
( 1)+

1 if e =
( 1)+

1 if e =
(1)

Now, let’s look at the constraints needed for the run-proof contract to
work. The first late depositor, upon observing the bad signal, should wait
until the last period. If she withdraws, she gets 1. Now her posterior about
the good state is = 1 and if she does not withdraw, she will get an
expected utility of [(1 ) ( 2( )) + ( 2( ))] If the bank o ers 1 such
that

( 1) 6 (1 ) ( 2( )) + ( 2( )) (2)

the first depositor, upon observing the bad signal, will not withdraw. The
first depositor’s decision did not reveal any information about her private
signal. When it is the second late depositor’s turn to move, the public belief
about the good state is still 1 2 She is in the same situation as the first late
depositor and because of inequality (2) she will not withdraw either. The
analysis will continue in this fashion and no late depositor will withdraw
early.
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Under this contract, early depositors get 1 while the late depositors get

2( e)
We can write the bank’s problem as:

( 3)

( 1) + (1 )
£
1
2 ( 2( )) + 1

2 ( 2( ))
¤

( ) + 6 1

( ) ( 1) 6 (1 ) ( 2( )) + ( 2( ))

where 2( ) and 2( ) are the same as in (1).
This contract will completely eliminate bank runs. Given that early

liquidation is costly, preventing runs can increase welfare. But, note that the
constraint ( ) becomes more binding as the informativeness of the private
signals, , increases. As increases, the right-hand side of ( ) decreases.
Therefore to satisfy this constraint, the bank has to o er a smaller amount to
early depositors. This will undermine the insurance provided by the deposit
contract against a liquidity shock. It is clear that the run-proof contract
cannot achieve the first-best e cient outcome.

Also note that the constraint ( ) depends on the fundamentals. If the
fundamentals are sound, formally high and/or high , then ( ) can be
satisfied for a wider range of 1 values. Therefore when the fundamentals
are not strong, preventing runs will have higher costs.

As 1 increases the left-hand side of ( ) increases while the right-hand
side decreases. Therefore depending on the parameters of the model ( ),
there is a critical level of 1, denoted by , such that when 1 is above , ( )
is not satisfied. Note that is decreasing in , increasing in and (see
Figure 1).

In the following example, I illustrate these ideas.

Example 4 Assume that ( ) = ( ) and = 1 2 At 1 = , the left-
hand side is equal to right-hand side in constraint (ii). We get

ln( ) ln(2 ) = (1 ) ln( ) + ln( )

When we take the exponential of both sides, we get

2
= (1 )

So that

=
2 (1 )

1 + (1 )

19



Note that 0 0 0 Figure 1 presents the relationship between
and (dashed lines) for high ( = 6 = 0 75) and low fundamentals

( = 4 = 0 5). And Figure 2 shows the expected utility provided by the run-
proof contract (dashed lines), as a function of for high ( = 6 = 0 75)
and low fundamentals ( = 4 = 0 5)

5.2 Deposit Contract with Bank Runs

In this section, I will analyze the deposit contract that allows for bank
runs. This contract will not have the restrictions of the run-proof contract,
therefore it can provide higher levels of insurance against liquidity shocks.
Yet information externalities and herd behavior of depositors can trigger
runs on healthy banks. This will be the counterfeit of the liquidity insurance
provided by this contract.

I assume that actions of depositors are observable. The deposit contract
I will analyze will have the following features24:

• A depositor with the posterior of = 1 , will withdraw early.

• A depositor with the posterior of 1 2, will not withdraw early.

• A depositor with the posterior of = , will not withdraw early.

If it is better to wait with a posterior of 1 2 it should also be better to
wait when the posterior is . Therefore the third property will be automat-
ically satisfied when the second one is satisfied.

In this deposit contract, whenever the public belief about the good state
reaches a level of from then on no late depositor will withdraw. When the
public belief reaches a level of , even a depositor with the bad signal will
have a posterior of 1 2 and because of the second property, this depositor,
say depositor , will decide to wait until the last period. Note that her action
does not depend on her private signal, therefore no new information has been
revealed. So the public belief when it is the ( + 1) depositor’s turn to
move is still and she will be in the same position as the th depositor. This
starts a no-run cascade where no late depositor will withdraw early.

Also note that when the public belief drops to a level of ( 2)25 even
a depositor with the good signal will withdraw early, since her posterior,

24These features hold for a depositor for whom an informational cascade has not started
yet.
25This notation has been explained in section 2.2. It corresponds to a sequence of

signals where the number of bad signals is two more than the number of good signals,
= = 2
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No-Run Cascade No Cascade Run Cascade

= 2 (1 ) (1 )2

= [(1 ) ]( 2) 1 [(1 ) ]( 2) (1 )2[(1 ) ]( 2) 1

Table 3: Probabilities of cascades in the good state.

taking into account her private signal, will be equal to (1 ) and by the
first property, she should withdraw. Her action will not reveal any new
information. All the depositors after her will be in the same situation and
they will also withdraw early. Therefore, whenever the public belief drops
to a level of ( 2), a run on the bank will be triggered.

Now I can calculate the probabilities of each type of cascade (run and
no-run cascades) in di erent states of nature using the discussed features of
the deposit contract. The analysis will be very similar to that in BHW: I
will start with the first late depositor and go forward sequentially. Since I
assume that the depositors can observe each other’s type, in updating their
beliefs, late depositors will not take into account the withdrawal decisions of
early depositors. Therefore, for the following discussion, I will concentrate
on late depositors only.

I will start with the first late depositor. Her action, 1 { } where
and stand for withdraw and not-withdraw at = 1 respectively, will

depend on her private signal. If she had the good signal, she will not with-
draw. Now the public belief is and this starts a no-run cascade. If she had
the bad signal, she would withdraw but a run-cascade will not start yet.

Let’s look at the second late depositor. If the first late depositor did not
withdraw, she is in a no-run cascade and will not withdraw, regardless of
her signal. If the first late depositor withdrew early, then the public belief
is (1 ). If she observed the good signal, her posterior is 1 2 therefore
she will not withdraw. If she observed the bad signal, her posterior is ( 2)
and she will withdraw. This will trigger a run on the bank.

The only history where a cascade has not started by the third late de-
positor is ( 1 2) = ( ) For that history, the public belief is 1 2 and
the third depositor is in the same position as the first late depositor. If she
observed the good signal, she will not withdraw and this will start a no-run
cascade. If she observed the bad signal, she will withdraw early.

A cascade has not started by the fourth late depositor only when the
history is ( 1 2 3) = ( ) In that case, the fourth late depositor
is in the same situation as the second late depositor. Otherwise she is in a
cascade and her action will not depend on her private signal.
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state\outcome No Run Run

Good 1 (1 )
(1 )2

1 (1 )

Bad 1
1 (1 )

2

1 (1 )

Table 4: Probabilities of Run and No Run in Di erent States.

The analysis continues in this manner.
Next I will calculate the probabilities for run and no-run cascades in

both states. Note that the only sequence of actions where a cascade does
not start has repetitions of ( )s, possibly followed by a . Otherwise,
a cascade starts.

Now, suppose it is the good state. Table 3 shows the probabilities of
these cascades for the second and the th late depositor.

The probability of a no-run cascade until the th late depositor is :

( | ) =

( 2) 1X

=0

[(1 ) ] =

Ã
1 [(1 ) ]( 2)

1 (1 )

!

When we look at the asymptotic properties of this probability, we get:

( | ) =
1 (1 )

= ( | )

Other probabilities can be calculated using the same analysis. Probabil-
ities for run and no-run cascades in each state are given in Table 4.

Using these probabilities, I will formally write the run contract.
Now, I will write the constraints of the run contract. These constraints

are valid for a depositor for whom a cascade has not started yet. The bank
uses the payment rule explained in section 3.2. When a run starts, the bank
will not use the first-come first-served rule but cumulate withdrawals26. The
constraints for those cases will be discussed later.

The first property of this contract is that a depositor with a posterior
of (1 )27 will prefer to withdraw. If she withdraws early, she guarantees
herself 1. If she deviates and waits, others will think she observed the good
signal. This will start a no-run cascade and no other late depositor will
withdraw early. Note that this is the highest outcome a depositor can get

26Wallace (1988) and Wallace (1990) argue that the sequential service constraint is not
the optimal arrangement under some conditions.
27The only case where a cascade has not started by this depositor is that the decisions

before her were repetitions of ( )s and she observed the bad signal .
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state\outcome No Run Run

Good 2( ) = ( 1)+
1 1 ( ) =

(
1 1 6

+ 1

Bad 2( ) =
( 1)+

1 1 ( ) = +

Table 5: Payo s from not withdrawing when it is her turn to move.

from waiting, since liquidation of the risky asset is costly. To satisfy this,
we need

( 1) ( 2( )) + (1 ) ( 2( )) (3)

According to the second property of this contract, a depositor with a
posterior of 1 228 should wait. The consequences of this constraint is not as
immediate as the previous one since this action will not start an informa-
tional cascade. The return from waiting will be random depending on the
state as in other cases, but also on what the depositors after her will do.

We can have run and no-run cascades in both the good and the bad
state. A player’s payo depends on the state as well as the occurrence of a
run as summarized in Table 5.

If there is no run on the bank then late depositors get the return from
the risky asset which is the same as in the run-proof contract, given in (1):

2( e) =
( 1)+

1 if e =
( 1)+

1 if e =

If a bank run starts at some point, the late depositor who chose not
to withdraw when it was her turn can join the run. But now she cannot
guarantee herself 1 since the bank cumulates withdrawals and pays everyone

1 if it can, but if it cannot, it equally divides whatever is available among
those who demand early liquidation. If 1 even the risky asset is
liquidated at a discount, everybody can get their promised of 1 in the good
state. In the bad state and in the good state when 1 the bank
cannot pay everybody the promised so it equally divides whatever it has
among those who wants to withdraw.

28The only case where a cascade has not started by this depositor is that the decisions
before her were repetitions of ( )s followed by a , and she observed the good signal
.
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Using these payo s from Table 5 and the probabilities from Table 4,
we get the constraint for a late depositor with a posterior of 1 2 not to
withdraw, as:

( 1)
1

2(1 (1 ))

"
( 2( )) + (1 ) ( 2( ))+

(1 )2
¡
1 ( )

¢
+ 2 ( 1 ( ))

#

= ( )

When a run is triggered, the late depositors who chose not to withdraw
when it was their turn to move can choose to join the run. This adds an
endogenous component to the timing of withdrawal choices. We may need
di erent constraints for them to choose to join29.

Now we can state the bank’s problem:

( 4)

( ) + ( )

( ) + 6 1

( ) ( 1) ( 2( )) + (1 ) ( 2( ))

( ) ( 1) ( )

where 2( ) 2( ) 1 ( ) and 1 ( ) are the same as in Table 530.

29A run is triggered when the public belief drops to ( 2). The bank no longer uses
the first-come first-served rule. Payo s from not withdrawing when it is her turn to move
but joining the run later are di erent from the payo s in Table 5. If a late depositor joins
the run and if it is the good state, she gets 1 when 1 she gets + when

1 If she joins the run and if it is the bad state, she gets + If she does not

join the run, she gets 2 ( e) which is 2( ) if it is the good state and 1 and 0
otherwise. That is:

2 ( ) =

(
2( ) 1 6

0 1

and 2 ( ) = 0.
For her to join the run we should have

(1 ) ( 1 ( )) + ( 1 ( )) (1 ) ( 2 ( )) + (0)

Assuming that (0) is a small enough number, we can satisfy this constraint easily (for
example ( ) = ( )).
30 In this type of contract, if there is no run, all early depositors get the promised 1. If

there is a run, they get 1 ( ) in the good state and 1 ( ) in the bad state. Ex-ante,
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Now I would like to investigate how the parameters of the model ( )
will a ect the constraints and the objective function.

First we observe that the critical value of 1 for constraint ( ) to be
satisfied is , the critical value for the constraint in the run-proof contract.
This constraint is satisfied for values of 1 . We have seen before that
decreases in and increases in and . Therefore keeping other parameters
constant, as the informativeness of the signals increase, this constraint be-
comes less binding, which increases the welfare provided by the run-contract.

The LHS of ( ) is increasing while the RHS is decreasing in 1. There-
fore there is a critical level of 1, denoted as , above which ( ) is not
satisfied.

It is not clear whether the RHS of ( ) will increase or decrease as the
signals become more informative. Therefore the e ect of more informative
signals is ambiguous on this constraint.

Now I would like to investigate how fundamentals ( ) a ect the con-
straint and the objective function. As and increases, RHS of ( ) in-
creases so we need higher values of 1 to satisfy this constraint. It makes
this constraint more binding. But this increases the RHS of ( ) and makes
it less binding. So when the fundamentals are strong, it is not clear whether
the choice set becomes larger or smaller. Clearly, strong fundamentals have
a positive e ect on the objective function.

As the liquidation cost goes down, constraint ( ) is not a ected, while
the RHS of constraint ( ) increases so that the bank’s choice set becomes
larger. This is because when the liquidation costs are low, the cost of bank
runs is low. Note that as increases, the objective function also increases.
Therefore a low liquidation cost makes the run contract more attractive.

Though the run contract can give better results than the run-proof con-
tract, it is quite clear that it cannot achieve the first-best e cient outcome.
In the next section I will investigate how the liquidity support can improve
the run contract but even in that case, it cannot achieve the first-best e -
cient outcome.

the probability of the good state is 1 2 and using the probabilities from Table 4, we find
the expected utility of the early depositors as:

( ) =
1

2(1 (1 ))

h
( 1) + (1 )2 ( 1 ( )) + 2 ( 1 ( ))

i
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6 Liquidity Support

In this section I will introduce a central bank that will act as a lender of last
resort and provide liquidity support to the bank. This liquidity support will
improve the run contract since the bank does not have to go under costly
liquidation of the risky asset when faced with a run. But as I will show,
in the absence of public information about the bank’s soundness, liquidity
support will not be enough to achieve the first-best e cient outcome with
public information.

Bagehot (1873) recommends that in a time of crisis, a central bank should
lend freely at a very high rate of interest and these loans should be made
on all good banking securities. In my model, the central bank will lend
only against good collateral31 as Bagehot (1873) recommends. Actually the
best justification for this comes from Bagehot’s own words: “Any aid to a
present bad bank is the surest mode of preventing the establishment of a
good bank32”.

However, I will not use the second rule which recommends to lend at
a very high rate. The central bank will lend at a zero interest rate in this
model. Actually lending at a high rate can worsen the banking crisis33 and
can give managers the incentive to take very high, uneconomical risks. In
practice, there have been episodes where Bagehot’s rule of lending at a very
high rate has been challenged, as Goodhart and Shoenmaker (1995) and
Prati and Schinasi (1999) document.

With the liquidity support from the central bank, the bank does not
have to go under costly liquidation of the risky asset. Simply it can lend the
risky asset in its portfolio to the central bank which will provide liquidity
at = 1 in the amount that is equal to the value of the risky asset at = 2.
This contract is a special case of the run contract, = 1 now.

The probabilities for run and no-run cascades in each state will be the

31 I assume that the central bank knows the value of the bank’s assets when providing
liquidity. For a discussion, see Section 7.
32 In practice, we see interventions when the bank is insolvent (Prati and Schinasi (1999)

and Giannini (1999)). The justification for this is the possibility of contagion to the
banking system (Diamond and Rajan (2002)). Since I have only one bank in my model, it
is not a suitable model to study contagion. Another reason for interventions to insolvent
banks is pointed out by Santomero and Ho man (1998). They show that for US, between
1985 and 1991, access to the discount window was granted to banks that later failed.
They argue that the reason for this was to keep institutions afloat so that the deposit
insurance fund did not su er further losses. This can be another destabilizing e ect of
deposit insurance.
33See Garcia and Plautz (1988).
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state\outcome No Run Run

Good 2( ) = ( 1)+
1 1 ( ) = 1

Bad 2( ) =
( 1)+

1 1 ( ) = +

Table 6: Payo s from not withdrawing when it is her turn to move (with
liquidity support).

same as in Table 4. The contract will be the same as the run contract in
section 5.2. but the payo s will come from Table 6 now.

Now we can state the run contract. The bank’s problem is:

(5)

( ) + ( )

( ) + 6 1

( ) ( 1) ( 2( )) + (1 ) ( 2( ))

( ) ( 1) ( )

where 2( ) 2( ) 1 ( ) and 1 ( ) are the same as in Table 6.
Since this is a special case of the run contract, the parameters of the

model ( ) will a ect the constraints and the objective function in the
same way as before.

The following example focuses on constraint ( ).

Example 5 Suppose ( ) = ( ) and = 1 2 I would like to find the
critical value From constraint (ii) we get

(1 + )2 ln( ) ln(2 ) 2 ln

µ
+ (2 )

2

¶
= ln( ) + (1 ) ln( )

Taking the exponential of both sides, we get

(1+ )2

(2 )
³
+(2 )
2

´ 2
= (1 )

We can find the value of below which (iii) is satisfied using the above
equality. Figure 1 (solid lines) shows the values of for low ( = 4 = 0 5)
and high fundamentals ( = 6 = 0 75)
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Because of the explained trade-o of preventing runs, for some parameter
values, it may be optimal to allow for runs even if they can be generated
by herd behavior of depositors and can be on healthy banks. The relation
between the parameters and the utilities provided by the contracts were
explained within the text when we analyze how the parameters a ect the
constraints and the objective functions for each contract. The example below
illustrates these points.

Example 6 The table below shows the expected utilities from di erent con-
tracts the bank can choose for di erent values of with low fundamentals
( = 4 = 0 5)

Run Contract
with Liquidity

Run-Proof
Contract

= 0 60 0 1319 0 1733

= 0 75 0 1836 0 1695

= 0 90 0 2147 0 1441

Figure 2 shows the expected utilities from run (solid lines) and run-proof
(dashed lines) contracts with low ( = 4 = 0 5) and high fundamentals
( = 6 = 0 75) For low values of , the run-proof contract is better but
as increases, allowing for runs becomes optimal. From Figure 2, we see
that, for low fundamentals, the range of q values for which the run contract
performs better than the run-proof contract is larger than the same range
with high fundamentals. This is because, preventing runs have higher welfare
costs when fundamentals are not strong.

Since the bank does not have to go under costly liquidation of the risky
asset it is quite clear that the liquidity support improves the performance
of the run contract. But as we saw, the liquidity support does not prevent
runs on healthy banks, which is consistent with the historical evidence pro-
vided by Park (1991). For the run contract to achieve the first-best e cient
outcome, it is crucial that runs are correct, that is, they occur only when
they are needed to. For these reasons, in the absence of perfect information
about banks’ asset quality, a deposit contract, even with liquidity support
from the central bank, cannot achieve the first-best e cient outcome with
public information.

7 Policy Implications

This paper makes important suggestions on the policy side. In my model,
deposit insurance can prevent runs and since early liquidation is costly, this
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can be welfare improving. Yet it is a well-known fact that with deposit
insurance34, depositors do not have any incentive to di erentiate between
sound and unsound banks. In such an environment, weak banks do not
have any di culty in attracting deposits. This creates an opportunity for
moral hazard on banks’ side. Actually, some studies argue that guaran-
tees create distortions and make bank failures more likely. Demirguc-Kunt
and Detragiache (2000) analyze panel data for 61 countries during 1980-97
and concludes: “Explicit deposit insurance tends to be detrimental to bank
stability, the more so when institutional environment is weak, when the
coverage is extensive and when the insurance is run by the government35.”

Financial regulators and policy makers have been looking for alternatives
for full deposit insurance. Giving a greater role on market discipline may
lessen the moral hazard created by guarantees. For market discipline to work
e ectively, depositors should have accurate information about the soundness
of banks. As this paper shows, in the absence of accurate information,
information externalities and herd behavior of depositors can trigger runs
on healthy banks. This in turn undermines the role of market discipline in
keeping an eye on bank activities. Therefore disclosure of information on
banks’ structure, performance and risk positions should be enforced. This
is pillar three of Basel II regime and this should be fully pursued to increase
the e ectiveness of market discipline, which can be an alternative for deposit
insurance in achieving financial stability.

Another important point with the disclosure of information is the contin-
uous review of banks’ performance which is “pillar two” of Basel II regime.
In my model, I assume that the central bank knows the value of the bank’s
assets when providing liquidity. In some situations, it can be di cult for a
central bank to identify the exact source of a problem in a bank, i.e. whether
it is a solvency or a liquidity problem36. Actually, Berger et.al (1998) test
the hypothesis that supervisors have more accurate information than the
market on the soundness of financial institutions for the US case. They
show that shortly after supervisors have inspected a bank, supervisory as-
sessment of the bank is more accurate than the market. But, for periods

34For an excellent survey on deposit insurance practices and current discussions, see
Garcia (2000).
35 In parallel with this finding, Schotter and Yorulmazer (2003) show that partial deposit

insurance can diminish the severity of bank runs, therefore full deposit insurance can be
ine cient.
36Diamond and Rajan (2001) build a model where liquidity and solvency problems

interact. They show that bank failures can themselves cause liquidity shortages which
may cause a total meltdown of the system.
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where the supervisory information is not up-to-date, market has more ac-
curate information than the supervisors. By continuously (or frequently)
reviewing bank’s performance, authorities can take preemptive action and
act rapidly when faced with banking problems. This can minimize the costs
generated by disruptions to the payments system. In that sense, pursuing
pillar two of the Basel II regime is crucial.

8 Conclusion

In this paper, I built a dynamic model of bank runs that allowed me to
study important phenomena such as the role of information externalities
and herd behavior of depositors as a source of bank runs. I showed that,
in the presence of noisy private information, information externalities and
herd behavior of depositors can trigger runs on healthy banks. The bank
can choose a deposit contract that completely eliminates runs but this has
some costs. That type of contract sacrifices from the insurance provided
against liquidity shocks. Furthermore, in cases where the bank cannot pay
everybody the promised amount, it may be socially optimal to have a run,
as shown in AG. These are some costs of completely eliminating runs.

The bank can also choose a deposit contract that allows for runs. For
some parameter values, it can be optimal to allow for runs even they can be
generated by herd behavior of depositors and they can be on healthy banks.

The results of the paper are in parallel with the empirical evidence on
measures that prevent bank runs. While liquidity support alleviates the
costs of early liquidation, it cannot prevent runs on healthy banks. The
policy measure that will prevent wrong runs is the disclosure of informa-
tion on banks’ soundness and management of the crisis. A deposit contract,
with liquidity support from the central bank, can achieve the first-best e -
cient outcome only in the presence of perfect information about the bank’s
performance.

References

[1] Alexander, William E., Je rey M. Davis, Liam P. Ebrill and Carl-Johan
Lindgren, 1997, Systemic Bank Restructuring and Macroeconomic Pol-
icy, International Monetary Fund, Washington D.C., US.

[2] Allen, Franklin and Douglas Gale, 1998, “Optimal Financial Crises”,
Journal of Finance, 53, 1245-1283.

30



[3] Allen, Franklin and Stephen Morris, 2001, ”Finance Applications of
Game Theory” in Advances in Business Applications of Game Theory,
K. Chatterjee and W. Samuelson, Eds. Kluwer Academic Press (forth-
coming).

[4] Bagehot, Walter, 1873, Lombard Street: A Description of the Money
Market, London, H.S. King.

[5] Berger, A., S. Davies and M. Flannery, 1998, ”Comparing Market
and Regulatory Assessments of Bank Performance: Who Knows What
When?”, Federal Reserve Board Working Paper, March.

[6] Bhattacharya, Sudipto, ArnoudW.A. Boot and Anjan V. Thakor, 1998,
”The Economics of Bank Regulation”, Journal of Money, Credit and
Banking, 30-4, 745-770.

[7] Bikhchandani, Sushil, David Hirshleifer and Ivo Welch, 1992, ”A The-
ory of Fads, Fashion, Custom and Cultural Change as Informational
Cascades”, Journal of Political Economy 100, 992-1026.

[8] Brunnermeier, Markus K., 2001, Asset Pricing under Asymmetric In-
formation: Bubbles, Crashes, Technical Analysis and Herding, Oxford
University Press, Oxford, U.K.

[9] Calomiris, Charles and Charles Kahn, 1991, ”The Role of Demand-
able Debt in Structuring Optimal Banking Arrangements”, American
Economic Review, 81, 497-513.

[10] Calomiris, Charles and Gary Gorton, 1991, ”The Origins of Banking
Panics: Models, Facts and Bank Regulation”, in Financial Markets
and Financial Crises edited by R.Glenn Hubbard, The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, US.

[11] Caprio, Gerard Jr. and Daniela Klingebiel, 1996, ”Bank Insolvency:
Cross-Country Experience” Working Paper no:1620, July, World Bank,
Washington D.C., US.

[12] Carlsson, H. and E. van Damme, 1993, ”Global Games and Equilibrium
Selection”, Econometrica 61, 989-1018.

[13] Chamley, Christophe and Douglas Gale, 1994, ”Information Revelation
and Strategic Delay in a Model of Investment”, Econometrica 62, 1065-
1085.

31



[14] Chari, V.V. and Ravi Jagannathan, 1988, ”Banking Panics, Informa-
tion and Rational Expectations Equilibrium”, Journal of Finance 43,
749-60.

[15] Chen, Y., 1999, ”Banking Panics: The Role of the First-Come, First-
Served Rule and Information Externalities”, Journal of Political Econ-
omy, 107(5), 946-968.

[16] Dasgupta, A. (2000) ”Social Learning with Payo Complementarities,”
unpublished.

[17] Demirguc-Kunt, Asli and Enrica Detragiache, 2000, ”Does Deposit In-
surance Increase Banking Stability?”, Working Paper, January, Inter-
national Monetary Fund, Washington D.C., US.

[18] Diamond, Douglas W. and Philip Dybvig, 1983, ”Bank Runs, Deposit
Insurance and Liquidity”, Journal of Political Economy, 91, 401-419.

[19] Diamond, Douglas W. and Raghuram Rajan, 2001, ”Liquidity Short-
ages and Banking Crises”, mimeo, University of Chicago.

[20] Freixas, Xavier, Curzio Giannini, Glenn Hoggarth and Farouk Soussa,
1999, ”Lender of Last Resort: A Review of the Literature”, Financial
Stability Review, Bank of England, 7, 151-167.

[21] Garcia, Gillian G.H., 2000, ”Deposit Insurance: Actual and Good Prac-
tices”, Occasional Paper no:197, International Monetary Fund, Wash-
ington D.C., US.

[22] Garcia, Gillian and E. Plautz, 1988, The Federal Reserve: Lender of
Last Resort, Ballinger, Cambridge, MA.

[23] Giannini, Curzio, 1999, ”Enemy of None but a Common Friend of All?
An International Perspective on the Lender of Last Resort Function”,
Princeton Essays in International Finance, No: 214.

[24] Goldstein, Itay and Ady Pauzner, 2002, ”Demand Deposit Contracts an
the Probability of Bank Runs”, available at http://tau.ac.il/~pauzner.

[25] Goodhart, Charles and D Shoenmaker, 1995, ”Should the Functions of
Monetary Policy and Bank Supervision be Separated?”, Oxford Eco-
nomic Papers, 39, 75-89.

[26] Gorton, Gary, 1988, ”Banking Panics and Business Cycles”, Oxford
Economic Papers, 40,751-781.

32



[27] Gorton, Gary, 1985, ”Clearinghouses and the Origin of Central Banking
in the United States”, Journal of Economic History, 45, 277-283.

[28] Gorton, Gary and Donald Mullineaux, 1987, ”The Joint Produc-
tion of Confidence: Endogenous Regulation and Nineteenth Century
Commercial-Bank Clearinghouses”, Journal of Money Credit and Bank-
ing, 19, 457-468.

[29] Gorton, Gary and Lixin Huang, 2002, ”Banking Panics and the Ori-
gin of Central Banking”, NBER Working Paper No:9137, Cambridge,
MA,US.

[30] Green, Edward J. and Ping Lin, 2003, ”Implementing E cient Allo-
cations in a Model of Financial Intermediation”, Journal of Economic
Theory 109, 1-23.

[31] Hoggarth, Glenn, Ricardo Reis and Victoria Saporta, 2001, ”Cost of
Banking System Instability: Some Empirical Evidence”, Working Pa-
per, Bank of England, London, UK.

[32] Lindgren, Carl-Johan, Gillian Garcia and Matthew I. Saal, 1996, Bank
Soundness and Macroeconomic Policy, International Monetary Fund,
Washington D.C., US.

[33] Lindgren, Carl-Johan, Thomas J.T. Balino, Charles Enoch, Anne-Marie
Gulde, Marc Quintyn and Leslie Teo, 1999, ”Financial Sector Crisis and
Restructuring: Lessons from Asia”, Occasional Paper no:188, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, Washington D.C., US.

[34] Morris, Stephen and Hyun Shin, 1998, ”Unique Equilibrium in a Model
of Self-Fulfilling Currency Attacks”, American Economic Review 88,
587-597.

[35] Morris, Stephen and Hyun Shin, 2002, ”Global Games: Theory and
Applications,” forthcoming in the Volume of the Eighth World Congress
of the Econometric Society.

[36] Neeman, Z. and G. Orosel, 1999, ”Herding and the Winner’s Curse in
Markets with Sequential Bids,” Journal of Economic Theory 85, 91-121.

[37] Postlewaite, Andrew and Xavier Vives, 1987, ”Bank Runs as an Equi-
librium Phenomenon”, Journal of Political Economy, 95(3), 485-491.

33



[38] Prati, A and G Schinasi, 1999, ”Financial Stability in European Eco-
nomic and Monetary Union, mimeo.

[39] Rochet, Jean-Charles and Xavier Vives, 2002, ”Coordination Failures
and the Lender of Last Resort: Was Bagehot Right After All?”, mimeo.

[40] Santomero, A and P Ho man, 1998, ”Problem Bank Resolution: Eval-
uating the Options”, The Wharton School Financial Institutions Center
Discussion Paper 98-05.

[41] Saunders, Anthony and B.Wilson, 1996, ”Contagious Bank Runs: Ev-
idence from the 1929-33 Period”, Journal of Financial Intermediation,
5(4), 409-423.

[42] Schotter, Andrew and Tanju Yorulmazer, 2003, ”On the Severity of
Bank Runs: An Experimental Study”, mimeo., New York University.

[43] Smith, Lones and Peter Sorensen, 2000, ”Pathological Outcomes of
Observational Learning,” Econometrica, 68(2), 371-398.

[44] Sprague, Oliver, 1910, History of Banking Crises Under the National
Banking System, U.S. Government Printing O ce, Washington, D.C.,
U.S.

[45] Sundararajan, V. and Tomás J.T. Baliño, 1991, Banking Crises: Cases
and Issues, International Monetary Fund, Washington D.C., US.

[46] Thornton, H., 1802, ”An Enquiry into the Nature and E ects of the
Paper Credit of Great Britain”, London, Hatchard.

[47] Yorulmazer, Tanju, 2003, ”A Simple Model of Investment with Payo
and Information Externalities”, work in progress, NYU.

[48] Wallace, Neil, 1988, ”Another Attempt to Explain an Illiquid Bank-
ing System: The Diamond and Dybvig Model with Sequential Service
Taken Seriously”, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis Quarterly Re-
view 12 (Fall), 3-16.

[49] Wallace, Neil, 1990, ”A Banking Model in Which Partial Suspension is
Best”, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis Quarterly Review 14 (Fall),
11-23.

34



Appendix

A Unobserved Types

Now I will relax the assumption that types are observed by the depositors.
As explained, this will contribute noise, but the previous results will continue
to hold. For all the analysis below, I assume that an informational cascade
has not started yet. The following analysis is for the case where the public
belief is equal to 1 2 but it certainly holds for the general case.

If a depositor decides to withdraw at = 1 it can be for two reasons:
) She may be an early consumer (with probability ) or
) She may be a late consumer and observed a bad signal (with proba-

bility (1 ) ((1 2)(1 ) + (1 2) ) = 1 2(1 ) 37

So when a depositor decides to withdraw at = 1, the conditional prob-
ability that she is a late consumer and observed a bad signal is :

Pr( | ) =
(1 2)(1 )

+ (1 2)(1 )
=
1

1 +

Using the value = 1
2 , we get:

Pr( | ) =
1 2

3 2
=
1

3

If a depositor does not withdraw, it reveals that she has certainly observed
a good signal.

Pr( | ) = 1

In this case early consumers will add extra noise to the model and a with-
drawal decision will now be noisy information for the realization of a bad
signal.

Let be the conditional probability that we are in the good state, given
a non-withdrawal decision. Then we have:

= Pr( e = | ) = = 1

37A depositor is a late consumer with probability (1 ) With probability 1 2 it is
the good state and a late consumer observes a bad signal with probability (1 ) in
the good state. With probability 1 2 it is the bad state and a late consumer observes a
bad signal with probability in the bad state. Therefore the probability of this case is
(1 ) ((1 2)(1 ) + (1 2) )

35



Let be the conditional probability that we are in the good state given
a withdrawal decision. With probability 1 2 we are in the good state and
a depositor withdraws early in the good if she is an early consumer (with
probability ) or if she is a late consumer and observed the bad signal (with
probability (1 )(1 )). Therefore

=
(1 2) ( + (1 )(1 ))

+ (1 2)(1 )

=
1 (1 )

(1 + )

Using the value = 1
2 , we get:

=
2

3

Claim 7 (0 1) = 1 1 2.

Proof. Note that 0 When = 0 = 1 = . When = 1
= 1 2
The analysis is similar to that of the case without the early consumers.

Since , ( ( )) so that we will need more than one, (say,
) withdrawals to cancel out the e ect of a non-withdrawal. We will now

have to deal with the cases in which we observe one non-withdrawal and
withdrawals where . So we will have more cases of interest for the
purposes of writing the optimal deposit contract but the analysis will be
similar.
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Figure 1: Critical values of c1 for the constraints. 

Figure 2: Expected utility for Run and No-Run contracts as a function of q for different fundamentals. 

Critical Values for Constraints

(High and Low Fundamentals)

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

0.
51

0.
53

0.
55

0.
57

0.
59

0.
61

0.
63

0.
65

0.
67

0.
69

0.
71

0.
73

0.
75

0.
77

0.
79

0.
81

0.
83

0.
85

0.
87

0.
89

0.
91

0.
93

0.
95

0.
97

0.
99

q

C
ri

ti
c

a
l 

c

c-upper (low) c-upper (high) c-lower (low) c-lower (high)

Expected Utilitiy from Run and No-Run Contracts 

(High and Low Fundamentals) 

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

0.35

0.4

0.
6

0.
62

0.
64

0.
66

0.
68 0.

7
0.

72
0.

74
0.

76
0.

78 0.
8

0.
82

0.
84

0.
86

0.
88 0.

9
0.

92
0.

94
0.

96
0.

98

q

E
x

p
e

c
te

d
 U

ti
li

ty

U(run)-low U(run)-high U(no-run)-low U(no-run)-high



38

Figure 3: Sequence of events. 

t = 0 t = 1 t = 2 

·  Nature chooses the state. 
·  Depositors learn their type 

and receive private signals. 
·  Returns are realized. 

·  Banks choose the deposit 

contract to offer. 

·  Depositors make their 

investment choices. 

·  Bank chooses the portfolio 

of assets. 

·  Depositors make their 

withdrawal decisions. 

·  If there is no run, early 

depositors get their promised. 

·  If there is a run, bank 

cumulates withdrawals. 

·  Late depositors who did not 

withdraw their return. 


