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ABSTRACT 

The review examines the causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992, shedding light on the 
multifaceted factors that have contributed to the persistence of poverty in the country. By 
analysing a range of factual information and empirical evidence, this review aims to provide a 
deep understanding of the root causes of poverty in Ghana, considering economic, social, and 
institutional factors. The review discusses key factors such as limited access to quality 
education and healthcare, inadequate infrastructure, agricultural challenges, income inequality, 
and governance issues. The findings of this review can inform policymakers, development 
practitioners, and researchers in designing effective poverty reduction strategies tailored to the 
specific context of Ghana. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Poverty is a persistent challenge in Ghana, despite the country's efforts to achieve sustained 
economic growth and development. Addressing the root causes of poverty is essential for 
formulating effective policies and interventions that can effectively alleviate poverty and 
promote inclusive and sustainable development. This review aims to examine the causes of 
poverty in Ghana since 1992, utilizing factual information and empirical evidence to provide a 
thorough analysis. Since the advent of multiparty democracy in 1992, Ghana has witnessed 
various economic and social transformations. The country has experienced periods of 
economic growth, political stability, and policy reforms aimed at poverty reduction. However, 
poverty rates remain high, particularly in rural areas, and socio-economic disparities persist. 
Understanding the underlying causes of poverty is crucial for designing targeted strategies to 
address the issue comprehensively. 

This review draws on a range of factual information, scholarly articles, reports, and reliable 
sources to provide an in-depth analysis of the causes of poverty in Ghana. The focus is on 
evidence-based findings that can offer valuable insights into the complex dynamics of poverty 
in the country. The review considers various dimensions that contribute to poverty in Ghana. It 
examines socioeconomic factors, such as low-income levels, unemployment, and limited 
access to productive resources. Additionally, it explores the influence of political and 
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institutional factors, including governance, policy frameworks, and corruption. The review also 
delves into the impact of limited access to quality education and healthcare on poverty levels. 
Furthermore, it analyses the agricultural challenges faced by rural communities and their 
effects on poverty dynamics. The role of income inequality and social and cultural factors in 
perpetuating poverty is also explored. 

By utilizing a rigorous methodology and focusing on factual information and empirical 
evidence, this review aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the causes of poverty 
in Ghana since 1992. The findings will contribute to evidence-based policy recommendations 
and interventions that can effectively address poverty and promote sustainable development. 
Ultimately, the aim is to foster inclusive growth, reduce inequalities, and improve the well-
being of all Ghanaians. Furthermore, this review recognizes the significance of analysing the 
impact of external factors on poverty in Ghana since 1992. It explores how globalization, 
economic shocks, and international trade policies have influenced poverty dynamics in the 
country. The interplay between urbanization and poverty is also examined, considering the 
effects of rapid urban growth, migration, and the growth of informal settlements on poverty 
levels. 

By employing a comprehensive approach, this review aims to shed light on the complex web 
of factors that contribute to poverty in Ghana. It seeks to provide an evidence-based 
understanding of the underlying causes, emphasizing the importance of factual information and 
empirical evidence to inform policy formulation and decision-making processes. The findings 
of this review will have significant policy implications for poverty reduction efforts in Ghana. 
By identifying the key causes of poverty, policymakers can design targeted interventions and 
strategies to address specific challenges. Improving access to quality education and healthcare, 
promoting agricultural productivity, addressing income inequality, strengthening governance 
systems, and implementing social protection programs are among the policy recommendations 
that may arise from this review. 

Additionally, this review highlights the need for further research on specific dimensions of 
poverty in Ghana. Future research endeavours can explore the effectiveness of poverty 
reduction programs, the impact of social protection measures, and the gender dimensions of 
poverty. Furthermore, examining regional disparities in poverty and understanding the 
complexities of the informal sector would contribute to a more comprehensive understanding 
of poverty dynamics in Ghana. 

While this review aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the causes of poverty in Ghana 
since 1992, it is important to acknowledge its limitations. The review relies on existing 
literature and data sources, which may have their own biases and limitations. The findings may 
also be influenced by the availability and quality of data. Furthermore, the review's scope is 
limited to the causes of poverty and does not delve into the broader socio-economic and 
political context of Ghana. The problem of poverty in Ghana remains a persistent challenge 
that hampers the country's social and economic development. Despite efforts to alleviate 
poverty over the years, a significant portion of the population continues to experience 
deprivation, limited access to basic services, and constrained opportunities for social mobility. 
Therefore, understanding the causes of poverty in Ghana is crucial for formulating effective 
policies and interventions to address this pressing issue. 
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This review aims to examine the causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992, taking into account 
the socio-economic, political, and institutional factors that contribute to the persistence of 
poverty. By identifying the underlying causes, the review seeks to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the root causes of poverty and inform evidence-based strategies for poverty 
reduction and sustainable development in Ghana. 

The problem of poverty in Ghana is multifaceted and complex, influenced by various 
interrelated factors such as limited access to quality education, inadequate healthcare, 
agricultural challenges, income inequality, and governance inefficiencies. Therefore, it is 
essential to investigate these causes comprehensively to develop a holistic understanding of the 
dynamics of poverty in Ghana. Addressing the problem of poverty in Ghana requires a multi-
dimensional approach that tackles the underlying causes and provides targeted interventions. 
By identifying the specific factors that contribute to poverty, policymakers, development 
practitioners, and stakeholders can design and implement effective strategies that address the 
root causes and promote sustainable poverty reduction in Ghana. 

Additionally, the problem of poverty in Ghana has significant implications for various aspects 
of society, including social cohesion, human development, and overall economic progress. 
High poverty rates hinder the achievement of key development goals, such as reducing 
inequality, improving living standards, and promoting inclusive growth. Therefore, 
understanding the causes of poverty is crucial for formulating policies and interventions that 
effectively target the underlying factors and contribute to long-term poverty reduction. 
Furthermore, the causes of poverty in Ghana are not static and can evolve. Historical events, 
political transitions, economic reforms, and external shocks can all influence the factors that 
contribute to poverty. Therefore, a comprehensive examination of the causes since 1992 
provides a relevant and timely analysis of the factors that have shaped poverty dynamics in 
Ghana during a period of significant change and development. 

The identification of the causes of poverty in Ghana also serves as a basis for monitoring 
progress and evaluating the effectiveness of poverty reduction strategies. By understanding the 
root causes, policymakers can design targeted interventions, allocate resources effectively, and 
monitor outcomes to ensure that poverty reduction efforts are impactful and sustainable. 
Ultimately, the problem statement highlights the need to investigate the causes of poverty in 
Ghana since 1992 in order to develop a comprehensive understanding of the underlying factors 
that contribute to persistent poverty. This knowledge is crucial for informing evidence-based 
policies, interventions, and strategies that address poverty holistically and contribute to 
sustainable development in Ghana. 

The purpose of this review is to comprehensively examine the causes of poverty in Ghana since 
1992. By investigating the underlying factors that contribute to the persistence of poverty, the 
review aims to achieve the following objectives: (a) Identify the Root Causes: The review seeks 
to identify and understand the fundamental causes of poverty in Ghana, including socio-
economic, political, and institutional factors. By delving into these root causes, the review aims 
to provide a comprehensive analysis of the factors that perpetuate poverty in the country. (b) 
Inform Policy and Interventions: The review aims to inform policymakers, development 
practitioners, and stakeholders about the causes of poverty in Ghana. By identifying the specific 
factors contributing to poverty, the review provides evidence-based insights that can guide the 
formulation of targeted policies, interventions, and strategies for poverty reduction. (c) 
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Enhance Understanding: The review aims to contribute to the existing body of knowledge on 
poverty in Ghana by providing a comprehensive and up-to-date analysis of the causes. It seeks 
to enhance the understanding of poverty dynamics in the country, taking into account historical, 
social, economic, and political contexts. (d) Support Sustainable Development: By addressing 
the causes of poverty, the review aims to contribute to sustainable development in Ghana. It 
recognizes that poverty reduction is a fundamental aspect of sustainable development and seeks 
to provide insights that promote inclusive growth, social equity, and improved well-being for 
all segments of society. (e) Facilitate Evidence-Based Decision-Making: The review aims to 
provide evidence-based information that can guide decision-making processes related to 
poverty reduction. By presenting a thorough analysis of the causes of poverty, the review equips 
decision-makers with the knowledge needed to prioritize resources, design effective 
interventions, and monitor progress towards poverty reduction goals. 

The specific objectives are (a) To identify the socioeconomic factors contributing to poverty in 
Ghana since 1992: This objective focuses on understanding the economic challenges, such as 
low-income levels, unemployment, and limited access to productive resources, that contribute 
to poverty in Ghana over the specified period. (b) To examine the political and institutional 
factors influencing poverty in Ghana since 1992: This objective aims to analyse the role of 
governance, policy frameworks, and institutional inefficiencies in perpetuating poverty in 
Ghana. It explores issues related to corruption, weak public service delivery, and inadequate 
social protection systems. (c) To assess the impact of education and healthcare limitations on 
poverty in Ghana since 1992: This objective explores the relationship between limited access 
to quality education and healthcare services and the perpetuation of poverty. It examines factors 
such as inadequate infrastructure, high dropout rates, and inadequate healthcare facilities that 
contribute to poverty in Ghana. (d) To investigate the agricultural challenges and their impact 
on rural poverty in Ghana since 1992: This objective focuses on understanding the factors 
affecting agricultural productivity, market access, and vulnerability to climate change in rural 
areas. It examines how these challenges contribute to rural poverty and hinders overall 
economic development. (e) To Explore the role of income inequality in perpetuating poverty 
in Ghana since 1992: This objective aims to examine the disparities in income distribution, 
wealth concentration, and access to economic opportunities. It investigates how income 
inequality hinders social mobility and exacerbates poverty in Ghana. (f) To identify policy 
implications for addressing the causes of poverty in Ghana: This objective focuses on 
translating the findings into actionable policy recommendations. It aims to provide specific 
suggestions for policy interventions that can effectively address the identified causes of poverty 
in Ghana. (g) To assess the role of social and cultural factors in contributing to poverty in Ghana 
since 1992: This objective aims to examine the influence of social norms, cultural practices, 
and gender dynamics on poverty. It explores how social exclusion, discrimination, and limited 
opportunities for marginalized groups perpetuate poverty in Ghana. (h) To analyse the impact 
of external factors, such as globalization and economic shocks, on poverty in Ghana since 
1992: This objective focuses on understanding how global economic trends, trade policies, and 
external shocks affect the poverty dynamics in Ghana. It examines the vulnerabilities and 
challenges faced by the country in the face of globalization and external economic factors. (i) 
To investigate the interplay between urbanization and poverty in Ghana since 1992: This 
objective explores the effects of rapid urbanization, urban migration, and the growth of 
informal settlements on poverty levels. It examines how urban poverty differs from rural 
poverty and the unique challenges faced by urban populations. (j) To identify gaps and areas 
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for further research: This objective aims to identify knowledge gaps in understanding the 
causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992. It highlights areas that require further research, such as 
the effectiveness of poverty reduction programs, the impact of social protection measures, and 
the potential for inclusive economic growth. 

The study research questions are (1) What are the socio-economic factors that have contributed 
to the persistence of poverty in Ghana since 1992? (2) How have political and institutional 
factors influenced the level of poverty in Ghana over the specified period? (3) What is the 
impact of limited access to quality education and healthcare on the prevalence of poverty in 
Ghana since 1992? (4) What are the specific agricultural challenges that have contributed to 
rural poverty in Ghana since 1992, and how have they influenced overall poverty dynamics? 
(5) To what extent has income inequality contributed to the perpetuation of poverty in Ghana 
since 1992? (6) How have social and cultural factors influenced poverty in Ghana over the 
specified period, particularly in terms of social exclusion and limited opportunities for 
marginalized groups? (7) What has been the impact of external factors, such as globalization 
and economic shocks, on poverty levels in Ghana since 1992? (8) How has urbanization 
affected poverty dynamics in Ghana since 1992, and what are the specific challenges faced by 
urban populations? (9) What policy implications can be drawn from the causes of poverty 
identified in Ghana since 1992 to effectively address the issue? (10) What are the gaps in 
knowledge and areas for further research on the causes of poverty in Ghana, and what are the 
potential avenues for future investigation? These research questions provide a comprehensive 
framework for exploring the causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992. By addressing these 
questions, the review aims to uncover the underlying factors contributing to poverty, provide 
evidence-based insights, and guide policy interventions and future research endeavours. 

Research is based on these assumptions. (1) Assumption of Data Reliability: The review 
assumes that the data used in the analysis, including statistical data, reports, and scholarly 
articles, are reliable and accurately represent the situation in Ghana. It assumes that the sources 
used have gone through rigorous data collection and verification processes. (2) Assumption of 
Contextual Relevance: The review assumes that the causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992 are 
relevant and applicable to the socio-economic, political, and institutional context of the country 
during that period. It acknowledges that contextual factors and historical events may have 
influenced the causes of poverty. (3) Assumption of Causal Relationships: The review assumes 
that there are causal relationships between the identified factors and poverty in Ghana. It 
assumes that the factors explored have a significant impact on poverty levels and that 
addressing these factors can contribute to poverty reduction. (4) Assumption of 
Generalizability: The review assumes that the findings and conclusions drawn from the 
analysis of causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992 can be generalized to some extent to the 
broader population and other periods. However, it acknowledges that specific factors and 
dynamics may vary across different regions and timeframes. (5) Assumption of Validity of 
Existing Research: The review assumes that the existing research, reports, and scholarly 
articles consulted are valid and provide accurate insights into the causes of poverty in Ghana. 
It acknowledges that limitations and biases may exist in individual studies but aims to critically 
analyse and synthesize the available literature. (6) Assumption of Multifaceted Nature of 
Poverty: The review assumes that poverty is a complex phenomenon influenced by multiple 
factors. It recognizes that the causes of poverty are interrelated and that addressing poverty 
requires a multi-dimensional approach that considers various economic, social, and 
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institutional aspects. (7) Assumption of Policy Relevance: The review assumes that 
understanding the causes of poverty in Ghana is relevant for policy formulation and decision-
making processes. It assumes that evidence-based insights on the causes can inform the 
development and implementation of effective poverty reduction strategies and interventions. 
These assumptions provide a foundation for the review, shaping the approach and interpretation 
of the causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992. While these assumptions guide the analysis, they 
should be critically examined and contextualized within the specific research framework. 

The study’s limitations are (1) Data Availability: The review relies on the availability and 
quality of data from various sources. Limitations in data availability or inconsistencies in data 
collection methods across different studies may affect the completeness and accuracy of the 
findings. (2) Time Constraints: Conducting a review covering a specific period since 1992 
requires a substantial amount of time and resources. The review may not capture all relevant 
studies or sources due to time limitations. (3) Language Bias: The review primarily relies on 
English-language sources, which may introduce a language bias and potentially overlook 
studies or information published in other languages. (4) Publication Bias: There is a possibility 
of publication bias, where studies with significant findings are more likely to be published, 
while studies with null or less significant findings may be less likely to be included in the 
review. This bias can affect the overall representation of the causes of poverty in Ghana. 

The research scope is as follows: (1) Timeframe: The review focuses on the causes of poverty 
in Ghana since 1992. This period was chosen to align with significant historical events, such 
as political transitions and economic reforms that have shaped the country's development 
trajectory. (2) Geographical Focus: The review primarily examines the causes of poverty in 
Ghana as a country. It may not comprehensively cover sub-national or regional variations in 
poverty dynamics, which could be the subject of further research. (3) Cause-Specific Analysis: 
The review identifies and analyses the causes of poverty in Ghana, but does not delve into in-
depth cause-effect relationships or conduct quantitative analysis. Future studies could explore 
causal relationships and employ more advanced statistical methodologies to provide a deeper 
understanding of poverty dynamics. (4) Despite these limitations and scope considerations, the 
review provides valuable insights into the causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992, drawing on 
a rigorous methodology and a comprehensive analysis of available literature and data. The 
findings can serve as a basis for policy formulation, development interventions, and future 
research endeavours to address poverty effectively in Ghana. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The methodology employed in this review follows a rigorous approach to ensure the reliability 
and accuracy of the information gathered. The data collection process begins with a thorough 
literature review conducted using various databases, including academic journals, online 
repositories, and reputable sources. This comprehensive search strategy allows for a 
comprehensive examination of the causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992. During the literature 
review, relevant scholarly articles, reports, and publications focusing on poverty in Ghana are 
identified and collected. These sources are carefully selected based on their relevance, 
credibility, and reliability. By drawing from a wide range of scholarly literature and 
authoritative reports, the review ensures a comprehensive coverage of the topic and a robust 
understanding of the causes of poverty in Ghana. Once the relevant information is collected, a 
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critical analysis is conducted. This involves carefully examining the content of each source, 
evaluating the quality and reliability of the data presented, and assessing the methodologies 
used in the studies. The information is then synthesized and organized to identify the key causes 
of poverty in Ghana since 1992. By employing this rigorous methodology, the review ensures 
that the causes of poverty in Ghana are based on factual information and supported by empirical 
evidence. This approach enhances the credibility and validity of the findings, allowing for a 
comprehensive and reliable understanding of the factors contributing to poverty in Ghana over 
the specified period. It is important to note that while every effort has been made to gather 
accurate and reliable information, the review is subject to the limitations inherent in the 
available literature and data sources. Nonetheless, the rigorous methodology employed 
provides a solid foundation for understanding the causes of poverty in Ghana and serves as a 
basis for informing policy decisions and further research in this area. In addition to the rigorous 
methodology employed in this review, it is important to acknowledge the limitations and scope 
of the study. These considerations help to contextualize the findings and provide a clear 
understanding of the scope of the research. 

 

CAUSES OF POVERTY IN GHANA 

Limited Access to Quality Education: In Ghana, inadequate access to quality education is a 
major cause of poverty. High dropout rates, lack of qualified teachers, and insufficient 
educational infrastructure hinder individuals from acquiring the necessary skills and 
knowledge to secure better employment opportunities (World Bank, 2018). According to the 
Ghana Statistical Service (2017), about 13% of children in rural areas have never attended 
school, highlighting the educational disparities that perpetuate poverty. 

Inadequate Healthcare: Limited access to quality healthcare in Ghana contributes to the 
persistence of poverty. High healthcare costs, inadequate health facilities, and a lack of health 
insurance coverage pose significant challenges for the population, leading to increased 
vulnerability and reduced productivity (Amo-Adjei et al., 2016). The World Health 
Organization (2018) reports that over 40% of Ghanaians do not have access to essential health 
services, exacerbating the burden of poverty on individuals and households. 

Agricultural Challenges: Agriculture is a vital sector in Ghana's economy, but challenges such 
as low productivity, climate change impacts, inadequate access to modern farming techniques, 
and limited market access contribute to rural poverty (Arku et al., 2019). Smallholder farmers, 
who form a significant portion of the population, face difficulties in improving productivity 
and earning sustainable incomes, perpetuating poverty in rural areas (World Bank, 2019). 

Income Inequality: Ghana experiences significant income inequality, which exacerbates 
poverty. Disparities in income and assets, limited access to credit, and unequal opportunities 
hinder social mobility and contribute to persistent poverty (Aboagye & Quartey, 2018). The 
World Economic Forum's Inclusive Development Index (2018) ranks Ghana relatively low in 
terms of income distribution and wealth equality, reflecting the challenges of income 
inequality. 

Governance and Corruption: Weak governance, institutional inefficiencies, and corruption 
hinder poverty reduction efforts in Ghana. Limited transparency, accountability, and ineffective 
public service delivery exacerbate poverty and perpetuate socio-economic disparities (Gyimah-
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Brempong, 2016). The Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index (2021) 
highlights the ongoing challenge of corruption in Ghana, affecting the efficient allocation of 
resources and undermining poverty reduction efforts. 

Social and cultural factors have played a significant role in influencing poverty in Ghana over 
the specified period, leading to social exclusion and limited opportunities for marginalized 
groups. In Ghana, social exclusion can stem from various factors, including ethnicity, gender, 
and rural-urban disparities. Ethnicity has been a prominent factor affecting poverty, as certain 
ethnic groups have faced historical disadvantages and discrimination, hindering their access to 
resources and opportunities. 

Gender inequality has also contributed to social exclusion and poverty in Ghana. Women, 
particularly in rural areas, often face limited access to education, healthcare, and economic 
opportunities. Discrimination and cultural norms that limit women's participation in the 
workforce and decision-making exacerbate their vulnerability to poverty. 

Furthermore, rural-urban disparities have resulted in social exclusion and limited opportunities 
for marginalized groups in Ghana. Many rural communities lack access to basic services such 
as education, healthcare, and infrastructure, making it difficult for individuals to escape 
poverty. This unequal distribution of resources and opportunities perpetuates poverty in these 
areas. 

External factors, such as globalization and economic shocks, have had a significant impact on 
poverty levels in Ghana since 1992. Globalization, characterized by increased integration of 
economies and international trade, has both positive and negative consequences for poverty 
reduction efforts. 

On one hand, globalization has provided opportunities for economic growth and job creation 
in Ghana. The expansion of export-oriented industries, particularly in the agricultural and 
manufacturing sectors, has contributed to increased employment and income generation. 
Foreign direct investment and access to international markets have also opened up avenues for 
economic development. 

However, globalization has also exposed Ghana to economic shocks, which can have adverse 
effects on poverty levels. Economic downturns, financial crises, or fluctuations in commodity 
prices can lead to reduced economic activity, job losses, and increased poverty rates. Vulnerable 
populations, such as small-scale farmers and informal sector workers, are particularly 
susceptible to these external shocks. 

Urbanization has had both positive and negative effects on poverty dynamics in Ghana since 
1992. The country has experienced rapid urbanization, with a significant increase in the 
proportion of the population residing in urban areas. While urbanization has brought about 
some improvements in living conditions and access to services, it has also posed challenges 
and exacerbated poverty in certain ways. 

One of the challenges faced by urban populations in Ghana is the issue of inadequate housing 
and slum settlements. Rapid urban growth has outpaced the provision of adequate housing and 
infrastructure, leading to the proliferation of slums and informal settlements. These areas often 
lack basic amenities, such as clean water, sanitation facilities, and reliable electricity, which 
contribute to poor living conditions and perpetuate poverty. 
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Additionally, urban poverty is closely linked to the availability of employment opportunities. 
While cities offer a wider range of economic activities and formal sector jobs, there is often a 
mismatch between the skills of the urban workforce and the demands of the labour market. 
This mismatch, coupled with high levels of competition for limited formal sector jobs, leads to 
underemployment and low wages, keeping many urban dwellers trapped in poverty. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
Based on a review and analysis of the causes of poverty in Ghana since 1992, several key 
conclusions can be drawn: 
 

Economic Factors: Economic factors have played a significant role in perpetuating poverty in 
Ghana. Despite notable economic growth in recent years, the benefits have not been evenly 
distributed. High levels of income inequality, limited job opportunities, and low wages in 
certain sectors contribute to persistent poverty. 

Social and Cultural Factors: Social and cultural factors have influenced poverty in Ghana 
through social exclusion and limited opportunities for marginalized groups. Ethnicity, gender 
inequality, and rural-urban disparities have contributed to the unequal distribution of resources 
and hindered access to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities for certain segments 
of the population. 

Governance and Corruption: Weak governance and corruption have undermined poverty 
alleviation efforts in Ghana. Limited accountability, mismanagement of resources, and lack of 
transparency have hindered the effective implementation of poverty reduction policies and 
programs. 

Globalization and Economic Shocks: External factors, such as globalization and economic 
shocks, have impacted poverty levels in Ghana. While globalization has provided opportunities 
for economic growth, it has also exposed the country to economic vulnerabilities, such as 
commodity price fluctuations and financial crises, which can lead to increased poverty rates. 

Rural-Urban Divide: The rural-urban divide is a significant challenge in addressing poverty in 
Ghana. Rural areas face limited access to basic services and infrastructure, while urban areas 
experience high levels of urban poverty, inadequate housing, and limited formal employment 
opportunities. 

In conclusion, poverty in Ghana since 1992 has been influenced by a combination of economic, 
social, cultural, and governance factors. Addressing these multifaceted causes requires 
comprehensive approaches that promote inclusive economic growth, reduce inequality, address 
social exclusion, strengthen governance systems, and prioritize investments in rural 
development and urban poverty reduction. Efforts should focus on creating more equitable 
opportunities, improving access to education and healthcare, and combating corruption to 
effectively alleviate poverty in Ghana. 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Improving Access to Quality Education and Healthcare: Policies should focus on enhancing 
access to quality education by investing in educational infrastructure, training and recruiting 
qualified teachers, and implementing strategies to reduce dropout rates. Similarly, efforts 
should be made to improve healthcare access, especially in rural areas, by expanding healthcare 
facilities, reducing healthcare costs, and implementing effective health insurance schemes. 

Promoting Agricultural Productivity: To address agricultural challenges, policies should 
prioritize investments in modern farming techniques, irrigation systems, and infrastructure to 
improve productivity and resilience to climate change. Additionally, efforts should be made to 
provide smallholder farmers with access to markets, credit facilities, and technical assistance 
to enhance their income-generating potential. 

Addressing Income Inequality: Policies should aim to reduce income inequality through 
progressive taxation, targeted social welfare programs, and inclusive economic policies. This 
includes ensuring equitable access to resources, credit, and economic opportunities, 
particularly for marginalized groups, to promote social mobility and reduce disparities in 
wealth distribution. 

Promote Inclusive Economic Growth: Policies should focus on promoting sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth that benefits all segments of society. This includes implementing 
strategies to diversify the economy, stimulate job creation, and provide opportunities for small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Targeted investments in sectors with high potential for 
employment generation, such as agriculture and manufacturing, can help reduce poverty and 
inequality. 

Enhance Social Protection Programs: Strengthening social protection programs is crucial to 
provide a safety net for vulnerable groups and mitigate the impacts of poverty. This can include 
expanding and improving existing programs such as cash transfer schemes, school feeding 
programs, and healthcare subsidies. Targeting these programs towards marginalized groups, 
particularly women and children, can help reduce social exclusion and provide them with better 
access to education, healthcare, and necessities. 

Address Gender Inequality: Policies should prioritize addressing gender inequality, both in 
terms of social norms and access to resources. This involves promoting women's 
empowerment, increasing their participation in decision-making processes, and removing 
barriers to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities. Implementing gender-sensitive 
policies and programs can help reduce poverty among women and promote more inclusive 
development. 

Improve Governance and Combat Corruption: Strengthening governance systems and tackling 
corruption are essential for effective poverty reduction. This includes enhancing transparency, 
accountability, and the rule of law. Measures such as implementing anti-corruption legislation, 
promoting fiscal transparency, and strengthening institutions responsible for oversight and 
governance can help ensure that resources are efficiently allocated and reach those who need 
them most. 

Bridge Rural-Urban Divide: Addressing the rural-urban divide requires targeted policies to 
improve infrastructure, access to basic services, and economic opportunities in rural areas. This 
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can involve investing in rural infrastructure development, promoting agricultural 
modernization and diversification, and facilitating access to credit and markets for rural 
entrepreneurs. At the same time, urban poverty challenges need to be addressed through 
initiatives that improve housing conditions, provide skill development and vocational training, 
and promote formal employment opportunities. 

Strengthen Data and Monitoring Systems: Enhancing data collection and monitoring systems 
is crucial for evidence-based policymaking and tracking progress in poverty reduction. 
Governments should invest in reliable data collection methods, including household surveys, 
to accurately measure poverty levels, monitor the effectiveness of policies, and identify areas 
where interventions are needed. 

 

FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS 

Impact of Social Protection Programs: Further research is needed to assess the effectiveness 
and impact of social protection programs, such as cash transfer schemes and social safety nets, 
in reducing poverty and improving the well-being of vulnerable populations in Ghana. 

Role of the Informal Sector: Investigating the dynamics and contributions of the informal sector 
to poverty reduction efforts can provide insights into the potential for formalizing and 
integrating informal activities into the formal economy, thereby generating more inclusive 
growth and poverty reduction. 

Effectiveness of Poverty Reduction Policies: Future research should evaluate the effectiveness 
of existing poverty reduction policies and programs in Ghana to identify gaps, assess their 
impact, and recommend improvements for more targeted and efficient interventions. 

Regional Disparities in Poverty: Exploring regional disparities in poverty levels, access to 
services, and economic opportunities can shed light on the specific challenges faced by 
different regions in Ghana and guide the formulation of region-specific poverty reduction 
strategies. 

Gender Dimensions of Poverty: Further research should investigate the gender dimensions of 
poverty in Ghana, examining the differential impact of poverty on men and women and 
identifying gender-specific barriers and opportunities for poverty reduction interventions. 

Conducting research in these areas will enhance the understanding of poverty dynamics in 
Ghana and provide valuable insights for policymakers, development practitioners, and 
researchers to design evidence-based interventions and policies that effectively address the 
causes of poverty in the country. 
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