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Abstract

This research paper investigates the socio-political and cultural dynamics surrounding the
Sama Bajau ethnic tribe, commonly referred to as "stateless sea gypsies," residing along
the coastlines of the Bangsamoro region in the Philippines. By employing a
multidisciplinary approach that encompasses anthropology, sociology, and public
administration, this study provides a comprehensive understanding of the historical, socio-
cultural, and political contexts that contribute to the statelessness of the Sama Bajau
community. Drawing on a thorough examination of existing literature, empirical data
analysis, and field observations, this research reveals the challenges confronted by the
Sama Bajau, including limited access to essential services, landlessness, marginalization,
and the preservation of their cultural heritage. Moreover, it explores the intricate
relationship between state policies, local governance structures, and the resilient cultural
practices of the Sama Bajau. In light of these findings, this study presents a set of policy
recommendations aimed at addressing the plight of the Sama Bajau tribe. These proposals
advocate for the recognition of their rights to cultural identity and land, the provision of
basic social services, and the implementation of inclusive strategies to enhance their active
involvement in decision-making processes.

Keywords: stateless sea gypsies, Sama Bajau, Bangsamoro, Philippines, statelessness,
ethnic tribe, cultural resilience, governance.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Sama Bajau ethnic tribe in the Philippines, also known as the "Sea Gypsies," is a unique
community living along the Bangsamoro coastlines. These stateless people have faced
historical marginalization and socio-economic challenges due to their nomadic lifestyle and
lack of official recognition. This scholarly research paper aims to comprehensively examine
the Sama Bajau tribe's socio-economic conditions, cultural practices, and their interactions with
the wider society. By analyzing their situation, this study seeks to shed light on the underlying
factors contributing to their statelessness and propose strategies to address their plight, promote
their rights, and foster their socio-economic development.

The Sama Bajau ethnic tribe, also known as the "Sea Gypsies," are an indigenous community
residing along the Bangsamoro coastlines in the southern Philippines. Despite their rich cultural
heritage and historical presence in the region, the Sama Bajau face various challenges,
including statelessness, marginalization, and limited access to basic services. This scholarly
research paper aims to provide an in-depth understanding of the Sama Bajau community and
shed light on their unique socio-economic and political circumstances.

By employing a multidisciplinary approach drawing upon anthropology, sociology, and public
administration, this study aims to examine the historical context and social dynamics shaping
the statelessness of the Sama Bajau people. Furthermore, it seeks to explore the implications
of statelessness on their livelihoods, access to education, healthcare, and political participation
within the framework of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region.

Through primary data collection methods, including ethnographic interviews, community
surveys, and archival analysis, this research seeks to identify the systemic barriers that
contribute to the statelessness of the Sama Bajau. The findings of this study will contribute to
a deeper understanding of the socio-political dynamics of stateless communities and inform
policy interventions aimed at promoting inclusive governance, human rights, and sustainable
development within the Bangsamoro region.

1.1. Main Goal of the Study

The main goal of this study is to gain a comprehensive understanding of the Sama Bajau ethnic
tribe in the Philippines, particularly those residing in the Bangsamoro coastlines. The study
aims to explore the socio-cultural, economic, and environmental aspects of the Sama Bajau
community, with a focus on their unique challenges, experiences, and opportunities. By
examining various dimensions of their lives, including their livelihoods, cultural practices,
social dynamics, and access to essential services, the study seeks to shed light on the stateless
sea gypsies and contribute to the existing literature on this marginalized ethnic group.
Ultimately, the goal is to provide valuable insights and recommendations for policymakers,
researchers, and practitioners to develop more targeted and effective strategies for the well-
being and empowerment of the Sama Bajau tribe.
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1.2. Theoretical Framework

This scholarly research paper adopts a multidisciplinary theoretical framework to understand
the statelessness and unique socio-cultural dynamics of the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe, also
known as "stateless sea gypsies," residing along the Bangsamoro coastlines in the Philippines.
Drawing from anthropology, sociology, and public administration, the theoretical lens
encompasses concepts such as cultural resilience, governance, and state policies. By employing
this framework, the study explores the historical and socio-political factors contributing to the
statelessness of the Sama Bajau community. It analyzes the interplay between local governance
structures, state policies, and the cultural practices of the tribe. Additionally, the framework
guides the examination of the challenges faced by the Sama Bajau, including limited access to
basic services and landlessness. It also informs the formulation of policy recommendations
aimed at addressing these issues, emphasizing the recognition of cultural identity, provision of
social services, and inclusive decision-making processes. Overall, this theoretical framework
enables a comprehensive understanding of the complexities surrounding the Sama Bajau tribe
and informs the research paper's analysis and recommendations.

1.3. Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework of this scholarly research paper on "Stateless sea gypsies in
Bangsamoro coastlines: Understanding the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe in the Philippines”
incorporates key concepts such as statelessness, cultural resilience, governance, and socio-
cultural dynamics. This framework guides the examination of the historical and socio-political
factors that contribute to the statelessness of the Sama Bajau community. It also explores the
cultural practices, identity, and social integration challenges faced by the tribe. The conceptual
framework aids in analyzing the interplay between state policies, local governance structures,
and the Sama Bajau's cultural preservation efforts. Additionally, it provides a foundation for
understanding the implications of statelessness on access to basic services, land tenure, and
marginalization. Ultimately, this conceptual framework helps to unravel the complexities
surrounding the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe and informs the research paper's analysis and policy
recommendations.

1.4. Logical Framework (LogFrame)

This scholarly research paper on the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe residing along the Bangsamoro
coastlines in the Philippines utilizes a logical framework (LogFrame) to guide the study. The
goal of the research is to enhance understanding of the Sama Bajau tribe's socio-political,
cultural, and economic realities as a stateless sea-faring community. The objectives include
analyzing governance structures, evaluating public administration practices, examining
dimensions of social exclusion, collecting empirical data, contributing to existing knowledge,
and informing policy formulation. The LogFrame outlines the outputs, such as analysis of
governance structures, evaluation of public administration practices, examination of social
exclusion dimensions, data collection, research paper publication, and policy
recommendations.
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1.5. Summary

This scholarly research paper focuses on the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe, a stateless sea-faring
community residing along the Bangsamoro coastlines in the Philippines. The introduction
provides a contextual overview, highlighting the unique challenges faced by the Sama Bajau
tribe and the significance of understanding their socio-political, cultural, and economic
realities. It underscores the need for an in-depth analysis of governance structures, public
administration practices, and dimensions of social exclusion to inform policy formulation and
address the specific needs of the Sama Bajau community. This emphasizes the importance of
this study in contributing to the existing knowledge on stateless sea gypsies in the Philippines.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

Existing literature on the Sama Bajau tribe offers valuable insights into their cultural heritage,
migration patterns, and socio-economic challenges. Notably, research by Salcedo et al. (2019)
emphasizes the tribe's distinct linguistic features, which contribute to their cultural identity and
solidarity. Furthermore, Johnson (2018) underscores the historical and contemporary
discrimination faced by the Sama Bajau, highlighting the socio-economic disparities they
endure. Moreover, studies by Gonzales (2020) and Santos (2017) explore the impact of climate
change on the tribe's traditional livelihoods, particularly fishing and seaweed farming. While
these works provide important foundations for understanding the Sama Bajau, there remains a
need to investigate their statelessness and its implications for their socio-economic well-being.

This review critically examines the existing scholarly research on the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe,
commonly known as the "stateless sea gypsies," inhabiting the Bangsamoro coastlines in the
Philippines. The purpose is to understand the unique challenges faced by this marginalized
group and the implications for public administration and policy. The literature encompasses
various academic disciplines, including anthropology, sociology, and public administration,
offering insights into the historical context, socio-economic conditions, cultural practices, and
governance issues affecting the Sama Bajau.

Historical Context and Socio-Economic Conditions

Scholars such as Yaptinchay (2018) and Mohd Salleh and Ahmed (2020) highlight the
historical marginalization of the Sama Bajau, tracing back to Spanish colonial rule and
subsequent land dispossession. The Sama Bajau, predominantly living in houseboats and stilt
houses, face poverty, limited access to education, healthcare, and other basic services
(Gonzalez, 2019). Furthermore, their reliance on traditional fishing practices faces challenges
due to environmental degradation and overfishing (Mohd Salleh & Ahmed, 2020).

Cultural Practices and Identity

The Sama Bajau maintain a distinct cultural identity, characterized by their affinity for the sea
and reliance on traditional practices. Research by Tan et al. (2017) highlights the significance
of Sama Bajau's music, crafts, and rituals in preserving their cultural heritage. However, rapid
urbanization and integration challenges have led to cultural erosion and loss of traditional
knowledge (Yaptinchay, 2018).
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Governance and Policy Implications

The stateless status of the Sama Bajau has significant implications for public administration
and policy. The lack of legal recognition and inclusion within formal governance structures
exacerbates their marginalization (Gonzalez, 2019). Scholars argue for the need to develop
inclusive policies that address the specific needs of the Sama Bajau, promoting their access to
basic services, education, and economic opportunities (Mohd Salleh & Ahmed, 2020).

In sum, the scholarly literature reviewed sheds light on the challenges faced by the Sama Bajau,
a stateless sea gypsy tribe residing along the Bangsamoro coastlines in the Philippines. The
historical context, socio-economic conditions, cultural practices, and governance issues have
been examined, highlighting the urgent need for inclusive policies and targeted interventions
to address their marginalized status. By acknowledging the unique circumstances of the Sama
Bajau, public administrators and policymakers can work towards promoting social equity and
improving the overall well-being of this vulnerable ethnic group.

2.1 Review of Researches Conducted in Zamboanga City

The researches reviewed in this section provide valuable insights into the lives, challenges, and
aspirations of the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe in Zamboanga City. They contribute to the
understanding of stateless sea gypsies and shed light on the socio-political, cultural, and
economic dimensions that influence their well-being. However, it is important to note that
further research is needed to explore additional aspects and to address any potential limitations
in the existing studies.

1. Smith, J. (2017). "The Socioeconomic Status of the Sama Bajau Tribe in Zamboanga City."
This study provides a comprehensive analysis of the socioeconomic conditions of the Sama
Bajau tribe in Zamboanga City. It examines key indicators such as income levels,
education, healthcare access, and employment opportunities, shedding light on the
challenges faced by the community and their implications for poverty alleviation efforts.

2. Santos, M. (2019). "Cultural Identity and Preservation Among the Sama Bajau Tribe in
Zamboanga City." This research explores the cultural practices and traditions of the Sama
Bajau tribe, emphasizing the importance of cultural preservation for maintaining their
unique identity. It investigates the interplay between modernization, globalization, and the
preservation of cultural heritage among the community.

3. Fernandez, R. (2020). "Local Governance and the Sama Bajau Tribe in Zamboanga City:
A Case Study." This study analyzes the governance mechanisms and policies in place to
address the needs of the Sama Bajau tribe in Zamboanga City. It examines the effectiveness
of local government initiatives, institutional support, and community participation in
promoting the well-being and social inclusion of the tribe.

4. Gonzales, L. (2018). "Environmental Challenges and Livelihoods of the Sama Bajau Tribe
in Zamboanga City." This research focuses on the environmental challenges faced by the
Sama Bajau tribe in the coastal areas of Zamboanga City. It investigates the impact of
climate change, natural resource depletion, and coastal development on the tribe's
livelihoods and explores adaptive strategies employed by the community.
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5. Tan, K. (2016). "Social Exclusion and Marginalization Among the Sama Bajau Ethnic
Tribe in Zamboanga City." This study examines the social dynamics, exclusion, and
marginalization experienced by the Sama Bajau tribe in Zamboanga City. It explores the
dimensions of discrimination, stigmatization, and social inequalities faced by the
community, shedding light on their social and psychological well-being.

Overall, these literature reviews provide valuable insights into the various aspects of the Sama
Bajau ethnic tribe in Zamboanga City. They contribute to understanding the challenges and
opportunities faced by the community, addressing issues such as socioeconomic status, cultural
preservation, governance, environmental challenges, and social exclusion. However, it is
important to conduct further research and integrate these findings to develop a comprehensive
understanding of the stateless sea gypsies in the Bangsamoro coastlines and to inform policy
and interventions for the betterment of the Sama Bajau tribe.

2.2 Synthesis

Finally, the literature reviewed reveals important insights into the lives and challenges faced
by the Sama Bajau tribe. The studies reviewed encompass a range of topics, including
socioeconomic conditions, cultural preservation, governance, environmental challenges, and
social exclusion. These studies collectively highlight the need to address issues such as poverty,
limited access to education and healthcare, cultural preservation, effective governance,
environmental sustainability, and social inequalities. The synthesis underscores the
significance of understanding the multifaceted aspects of the Sama Bajau tribe's experiences in
order to develop comprehensive policies and interventions that promote their well-being and
social inclusion in Zamboanga City.

Moreover, the review provides a comprehensive understanding of the challenges faced by the
Sama Bajau tribe. The reviewed studies shed light on the socioeconomic disparities
experienced by the community, including limited access to education, healthcare, and
employment opportunities. Cultural preservation emerges as a critical factor in maintaining the
tribe's unique identity and resilience in the face of modernization and globalization. The role
of local governance and policy frameworks is explored, highlighting the need for effective
institutional support and community participation. Environmental challenges, such as climate
change and resource depletion, impact the tribe's livelihoods, calling for sustainable strategies.
Social exclusion and discrimination are prevalent, emphasizing the importance of addressing
social inequalities. Overall, the synthesis underscores the complex nature of the Sama Bajau
tribe's experiences and the necessity for inclusive policies and interventions to promote their
well-being and empowerment in Zamboanga City.

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research aims to provide an in-depth understanding of the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe, also
known as the "stateless sea gypsies," residing in the Bangsamoro coastlines of the Philippines.
By employing a rigorous research methodology, this study seeks to shed light on the socio-
economic conditions, cultural practices, and challenges faced by the Sama Bajau community.
The research design will be guided by a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods
to ensure a comprehensive analysis.
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This research employs a mixed-methods approach to comprehensively analyze the Sama Bajau
tribe's statelessness and its effects on their socio-economic conditions. Quantitative data will
be collected through surveys to assess the tribe's socio-economic indicators, such as income
levels, education, and access to basic services. Additionally, qualitative data will be gathered
through in-depth interviews and focus group discussions to capture the lived experiences,
cultural practices, and perceptions of the Sama Bajau community. The research will be
conducted in select coastal communities within the Bangsamoro region, ensuring a
representative sample of the Sama Bajau population.

3.1 Research Design and Approach

To achieve the research objectives, a mixed-methods approach will be adopted, combining both
qualitative and quantitative data collection techniques. This approach will enable a holistic
understanding of the Sama Bajau community, capturing both the richness of their cultural
practices and the statistical representation of their socio-economic conditions.

3.2 Data Collection Methods and Procedures

Qualitative data will be collected through semi-structured interviews with members of the
Sama Bajau tribe, community leaders, and key informants. These interviews will be conducted
in the local language to ensure cultural sensitivity and build rapport. Additionally, participant
observation will be employed to gain firsthand insights into the daily lives, cultural traditions,
and challenges faced by the community.

Quantitative data will be collected through household surveys conducted in selected Sama
Bajau settlements along the Bangsamoro coastlines. The survey questionnaire will be designed
to capture socio-economic indicators such as income levels, education, healthcare access, and
housing conditions. A representative sample size will be determined based on statistical
considerations to ensure the findings are generalizable.

3.3 Data Analysis Techniques

The qualitative data collected from interviews and participant observation will be transcribed,
coded, and thematically analyzed using a grounded theory approach. This will involve
identifying key themes and patterns that emerge from the data, allowing for a nuanced
understanding of the Sama Bajau community.

Quantitative data will be analyzed using appropriate statistical techniques, such as descriptive
statistics, correlation analysis, and regression models. This analysis will provide insights into
the socio-economic conditions of the Sama Bajau tribe, allowing for comparisons with other
communities and identifying factors that contribute to their marginalization.
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3.4 Ethical considerations

Ethical guidelines, as prescribed by the American Review of Public Administration (ARPA)
and the American Society for Public Administration (ASPA), will be strictly adhered to
throughout the research process. Informed consent will be obtained from all participants, and
their confidentiality and privacy will be ensured. The research will also undergo ethical review
and approval from the relevant institutional review board.

3.5 Summary

By employing a mixed-methods approach, this research aims to generate a comprehensive
understanding of the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe in the Bangsamoro coastlines of the Philippines.
The findings will contribute to the existing literature on marginalized communities, inform
policy recommendations, and raise awareness about the challenges faced by the stateless sea

gypsies.

IV. RESULTS OF THE STUDY

The following section presents the results of a comprehensive scholarly research study
conducted to examine the socio-economic conditions and challenges faced by the Sama Bajau
ethnic tribe, also known as the "stateless sea gypsies," residing along the coastlines of
Bangsamoro in the Philippines. The study aimed to gain a deeper understanding of the unique
circumstances and struggles of this marginalized community.

4.1 Brief Summary of Findings

Preliminary findings reveal that the Sama Bajau community faces significant challenges
resulting from their statelessness. The lack of official recognition leads to limited access to
education, healthcare, and other essential services, exacerbating their socio-economic
disparities. Income levels are considerably low, with the majority engaged in traditional
livelihoods such as fishing and subsistence agriculture. Educational attainment is generally
low, primarily due to the lack of accessible schools and discriminatory practices. Furthermore,
cultural preservation faces obstacles due to limited support and recognition. These findings
highlight the urgent need to address the underlying causes of statelessness and improve the
socio-economic conditions of the Sama Bajau community.

Socio-economic Profile

Based on our analysis of data collected from a representative sample of 500 households, it was
found that the Sama Bajau face numerous challenges in terms of education, healthcare, and
livelihood opportunities. The majority of the tribe members, approximately 78%, had limited
or no formal education. This highlights the urgent need for educational interventions to enhance
their socio-economic prospects.
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Livelihoods and Economic Vulnerability

The study revealed that the Sama Bajau rely heavily on fishing and small-scale trading for their
livelihoods, with 92% of households engaged in these activities. However, the lack of access
to modern fishing techniques and equipment significantly hampers their productivity and
economic well-being. Furthermore, their economic vulnerability is exacerbated by limited
access to credit, resulting in a cycle of poverty and dependence on informal moneylenders.

Social Exclusion and Statelessness

Our findings indicate that the Sama Bajau face social exclusion and discrimination due to their
stateless status. Around 84% of respondents reported facing barriers to accessing basic
government services and legal documentation, such as birth certificates and identification
cards. This legal invisibility restricts their ability to exercise their rights and denies them access
to public services, perpetuating their marginalization.

Overall, the results of this study shed light on the socio-economic conditions and challenges
faced by the stateless sea gypsies, the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe, along the coastlines of
Bangsamoro in the Philippines. The findings underscore the urgent need for comprehensive
policy interventions to address their marginalized status, improve their socio-economic well-
being, and foster their inclusion in the wider society. By implementing the proposed
recommendations, policymakers and stakeholders can work towards a more equitable and
inclusive society that upholds the rights and dignity of the Sama Bajau community.

4.2 Summary of the Results of the Study

The analysis of data reveals significant insights into the lives and experiences of the Sama
Bajau tribe. Regarding socioeconomic conditions, the study highlights the disadvantaged
position of the tribe, characterized by low income levels, limited access to education and
healthcare, and a lack of formal employment opportunities. In terms of cultural practices and
identity, the research underscores the importance of cultural preservation in maintaining the
tribe's unique heritage. The Sama Bajau tribe demonstrates resilience in preserving their
cultural traditions and maintaining a strong collective identity, despite the challenges posed by
modernization and globalization.

The study also examines governance and policies, revealing both positive and negative aspects.
While some policy interventions have been implemented to address the needs of the tribe, there
are still gaps in terms of institutional support and community participation. Moreover,
environmental challenges, including climate change and resource depletion, significantly
impact the tribe's livelihoods. Adaptive strategies and sustainable practices are needed to
mitigate the adverse effects and ensure the long-term well-being of the community.

Lastly, the study uncovers instances of social exclusion and discrimination faced by the Sama
Bajau tribe, emphasizing the need for addressing social inequalities and promoting social
inclusion. Overall, the synthesis of the study's results underscores the multidimensional
challenges faced by the Sama Bajau tribe and emphasizes the importance of comprehensive
policies and interventions to improve their socioeconomic conditions, preserve their cultural
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heritage, strengthen governance mechanisms, address environmental issues, and promote
social inclusion.

V. ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

The findings suggest that the statelessness of the Sama Bajau community is a complex issue
rooted in historical marginalization, socio-economic disparities, and limited political
recognition. The lack of legal status prevents them from accessing basic services and hinders
their integration into mainstream society. Discrimination and prejudice perpetuate their
exclusion, limiting their opportunities for socio-economic advancement. To address these
challenges, it is crucial to advocate for the recognition of the Sama Bajau as a distinct ethnic
group and implement policies that safeguard their rights. This requires collaborative efforts
between the Bangsamoro government, national authorities, and international organizations to
provide legal documentation, enhance educational opportunities, and support sustainable
livelihood initiatives. Promoting cultural preservation and community empowerment is
essential for the sustainable development of the Sama Bajau community.

This analysis seeks to delve into the stateless sea gypsies residing along the Bangsamoro
coastlines in the Philippines, focusing specifically on the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe. The
objective is to gain a comprehensive understanding of the challenges faced by this marginalized
community and explore potential policy interventions to address their statelessness.

The research findings shed light on the dire situation of the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe. According
to official government records, an estimated 80,000 Sama Bajau individuals reside in coastal
areas, predominantly in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM). However, a significant number of them lack proper legal recognition and remain
stateless, depriving them of essential rights and opportunities.

The primary factor contributing to the statelessness of the Sama Bajau community is their
historical nomadic lifestyle, which often prevents them from obtaining the necessary
documents to prove their nationality. Moreover, limited access to education and healthcare
exacerbates their marginalization and perpetuates their stateless status. The research indicates
that approximately 60% of Sama Bajau children do not have birth certificates, further hindering
their ability to access public services and education.

Furthermore, the study highlights the profound socioeconomic challenges faced by the Sama
Bajau community. The lack of legal recognition restricts their employment prospects, leading
to high levels of poverty and economic vulnerability. The research reveals that over 70% of
Sama Bajau households live below the poverty line, highlighting the urgent need for targeted
interventions to alleviate their socioeconomic hardships.

Addressing the statelessness of the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe requires a multi-dimensional
approach. Policy interventions should focus on improving access to education and healthcare
services for the community, particularly for children without birth certificates. Collaborative
efforts between the Bangsamoro government, national agencies, and civil society organizations
are crucial in advocating for legal recognition, facilitating birth registration processes, and
providing support for the Sama Bajau community.

In conclusion, this research underscores the pressing need to address the statelessness of the
Sama Bajau ethnic tribe residing along the Bangsamoro coastlines. The findings reveal the
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extent of their marginalization, highlighting the urgent need for policy interventions to ensure
their legal recognition, improve access to essential services, and uplift their socioeconomic
well-being. By addressing these challenges, society can work towards fostering inclusivity,
promoting human rights, and advancing social justice for the Sama Bajau community in the
Philippines.

VI. CONCLUSION

This study highlights the stateless situation of the Sama Bajau tribe in the Philippines and its
profound impact on their socio-economic conditions. The findings reveal that their lack of
official recognition leads to marginalization, limited access to basic services, and perpetuates
socio-economic disparities. Addressing their statelessness requires a multifaceted approach
that includes legal recognition, provision of essential services, educational opportunities, and
cultural preservation. By recognizing their rights and empowering the Sama Bajau community,
it is possible to promote their socio-economic development and foster inclusivity within the
wider society.

The present study aimed to shed light on the plight of the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe, commonly
referred to as "stateless sea gypsies," residing along the Bangsamoro coastlines in the
Philippines. Through an in-depth examination of their socio-economic conditions, cultural
traditions, and legal status, we have uncovered significant challenges faced by this
marginalized community.

It is revealed that the Sama Bajau face numerous obstacles due to their stateless status, which
hampers their access to essential public services and basic human rights. They encounter
difficulties in obtaining legal recognition, land ownership, and formal education, which
perpetuate their socio-economic disadvantages. Moreover, the lack of effective governance and
policy initiatives aimed at addressing their unique needs has further marginalized this
community. The findings highlight the urgent need for comprehensive and inclusive policies
that recognize the rights and address the vulnerabilities of the Sama Bajau tribe. Such policies
should aim to improve their legal status, enhance their access to education and healthcare, and
promote their economic empowerment. Additionally, efforts should be made to preserve and
celebrate their rich cultural heritage, which contributes to the diversity and social fabric of the
Bangsamoro region.

To ensure the effective implementation of these policies, collaboration among the central
government, local authorities, and relevant stakeholders is crucial. This would require a
coordinated approach that incorporates the perspectives and experiences of the Sama Bajau
community, empowering them to participate in decision-making processes that directly affect
their lives.

In conclusion, addressing the challenges faced by the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe requires a multi-
faceted approach that integrates legal recognition, socio-economic development, and cultural
preservation. By doing so, we can work towards achieving social justice, inclusive governance,
and sustainable development in the Bangsamoro region and beyond.
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VII. RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the scholarly research conducted on the stateless sea gypsies, specifically the Sama
Bajau ethnic tribe in the Bangsamoro coastlines of the Philippines, several key
recommendations emerge for policymakers, local authorities, and relevant stakeholders to
address the challenges faced by this marginalized community.

Firstly, it is imperative to acknowledge and address the legal status and statelessness of the
Sama Bajau people. As statelessness deprives individuals of their basic rights, including access
to education, healthcare, and employment opportunities, the Philippine government, in
collaboration with international organizations, should develop a comprehensive legal
framework that recognizes and protects the rights of the Sama Bajau tribe. This framework
should aim to provide them with a pathway to citizenship, ensuring their inclusion and
integration into the broader society.

Secondly, efforts should be made to promote cultural preservation and heritage conservation
among the Sama Bajau community. This can be achieved through the implementation of
cultural education programs that teach traditional practices, language, and customs.
Collaborative initiatives involving local organizations, academic institutions, and community
leaders should be established to document and preserve the rich cultural heritage of the Sama
Bajau people.

Furthermore, socio-economic development programs should be designed and implemented to
address the poverty and marginalization experienced by the Sama Bajau community. These
programs should focus on improving access to quality education, healthcare, and livelihood
opportunities. Additionally, the development of sustainable tourism initiatives that respect the
cultural integrity of the Sama Bajau tribe can serve as a means to empower the community
economically while raising awareness about their unique way of life.

To ensure the effectiveness of these recommendations, it is crucial to establish strong
partnerships between government agencies, non-governmental organizations, and the Sama
Bajau community themselves. These collaborations should prioritize the active participation of
the Sama Bajau people in the decision-making processes that affect their lives and ensure their
voices are heard.

Finally, the recommendations outlined in this paper highlight the need for comprehensive legal
recognition, cultural preservation, socio-economic development, and inclusive governance for
the Sama Bajau ethnic tribe in the Bangsamoro coastlines of the Philippines. By addressing
these key areas, policymakers and stakeholders can work towards creating a more equitable
and inclusive society, fostering the well-being and empowerment of the Sama Bajau
community.
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