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Introduc)on 
 
The Poza Rica Massacre in Veracruz Mexico, also known as 'Goyo´s Massacre,' 
marks a somber episode in Mexico's historical narrative. On Sunday, October 5, 
1958, elections were conducted amidst an atmosphere of tension and suspicion. 
Despite hopes for a democratic process, the environment was overshadowed by 
manipulations and unfair tactics, primarily attributed to the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI) and its allies, the merinistas 1 . The irregularities were 
apparent to many local observers. That day, the election results were quickly 
announced, declaring Manuel Salas Castelán2 the winner. This candidate, openly 
supported by prominent PRI figures like Merino and Vivanco, was indicated as the 
beneficiary of a questionable electoral process. 
 

 
1  According to report (CNDH/PRESI/2023/6979/VG issued by the National Human Rights 
Commission, supporters of Merino, popularly known as "merinistas," were involved in a series of 
violent acts, including kidnappings and murders. This group of adherents fervently backed Merino, 
who, as documented, wielded dominant political influence in the region. Sources close to the case 
suggest that both Jaime José Merino and his ally Pedro Vivanco García, possessed enough power 
to determine the nomination of all candidates for public positions in Poza Rica, thus demonstrating 
their firm grip on the local political structure. See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Detailed statement of testimony from Q8 collected by personnel from this CNDH (Special Office, Exp. 
6979) [Testimony]. In National Human Rights Commission Press release DGDDH/364/2023, CNDH 
issues recommendation to various federal authorities and of Veracruz for political violence 
committed between 1958 and 1966 against the political group "Goyo’s". Retrieved December 19, 
2023, from https://www.cndh.org.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-12/COM_364_2023.pdf 
2 Manuel Salas Castelán is mentioned in the context of violent events that occurred in Poza Rica, 
Veracruz, in October 1958, specifically in an armed aggression against protesters that resulted in the 
tragedy known as the "Poza Rica massacre". This incident caused multiple deaths and injuries 
among the protesters. Salas Castelán, along with other individuals, was implicated in these violent 
acts, highlighting his participation in the conflict. See. National Human Rights Commission (2023) 
Recommendation no. 137VG/2023 On cases of serious human rights violations to freedom, legal 
security, personal integrity, dignified treatment, and life, due to acts of illegal detention, cruel, 
inhuman, and degrading treatment, enforced disappearance, and deprivation of life, as well as to the 
right to democracy, memory, and truth. Mexico City, November 30, 2023. 
https://www.cndh.org.mx/documento/recomendacion-por-violaciones-graves-137vg2023. p.68. 
 

https://www.cndh.org.mx/documento/recomendacion-por-violaciones-graves-137vg2023
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In response to these events, members of the Pozarricense Democratic Party,3 which 
included a significant group of oil workers nicknamed "Goyo’s", voiced their strong 
opposition. These workers, known for their dedication and active involvement in 
local politics, swiftly denounced what they perceived as a clear case of electoral 
fraud. Their firm and determined voice echoed a clear message: they were not 
willing to accept the results which, in their opinion, had been manipulated to favor 
the official candidate. On October 6, 1958, in Poza Rica, Veracruz, this grievous 
incident unfolded when government forces harshly suppressed protesting oil 
workers demanding improved labor rights and political representation. This severe 
response resulted in numerous fatalities, injuries, and human rights abuses, casting 
a long shadow over Mexico's societal and governmental landscape. 
 
Delving into the complex tapestry of the 1958 Poza Rica incident demands a 
comprehensive inquiry into the human rights ramifications as interpreted by the 
scholarly insights of Amartya Sen, 4  Martha Nussbaum,5  and John Rawls. 6  Their 

 
3 In 1957, the Democratic Party of Poza Rica (PDP) emerged in Poza Rica, Veracruz, as a new political 
force aimed at challenging the dominance of established parties and enhancing local democratic 
engagement and citizen involvement. Created with the intention to contest in the municipal elections 
scheduled for the subsequent year, the PDP positioned itself as a fresh alternative, advocating for 
policies divergent from the mainstream, emphasizing the revitalization of municipal governance, and 
reinforcing democratic values within the local populace. See. National Human Rights Commission 
(2023) Recommendation no. 137VG/2023. Op cit.  p.46. 
4 Sen is celebrated for his seminal insights into welfare economics, development theory, and his 
analysis of freedom's pivotal role in shaping society. His scholarly contributions have significantly 
advanced the comprehension of economic frameworks and the pursuit of human well-being. See. 
Amartya, S. (1999). Development as Freedom. Oxford University Press. 
https://kuangaliablog.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/amartya_kumar_sen_development_as_freedo
mbookfi.pdf 
5 Nussbaum has made significant inroads into political theory, legal philosophy, and the exploration 
of rights, further cementing her role as a leading thinker in her field. Nussbaum, M (2010) Nonprofit. 
Why democracy needs the humanities. Ed. Katz. 
https://repensarlafilosofiaenelipn.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/martha-nussbaum-sin-finesde-
lucro.pdf 
6 John Rawls, who lived from 1921 to 2002, emerged as a pivotal figure in American philosophy and 
academia, primarily celebrated for his contributions to justice theory and political thought. His 
seminal publication, "A Theory of Justice" (1971), introduces groundbreaking concepts such as the 
veil of ignorance and the principle of the greatest unequal distribution. Recognized as a leading 
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distinct theoretical perspectives furnish us with diverse vantage points for dissecting 
the repercussions and dissecting the ethical and societal fallout of the events. 
 
The application of Sen's Capability Approach to the Poza Rica Massacre is pivotal. 
Rather than concentrating solely on the end-states or resources obtained by 
individuals, it emphasizes the liberty to pursue valued life courses. Sen posits that 
the merit of an individual’s condition is best assessed by their ability to exercise 
these capabilities. Within the Poza Rica context, such an analysis would focus on 
the suppression of essential freedoms, including political engagement, access to 
social amenities, and the assurance of safety—all denied to the massacre's victims. 
 
Nussbaum's7 enhancement of Sen's framework articulates fundamental human 
capabilities necessary for justice. Her outlined capabilities span from the sanctity of 
life and bodily health to more nuanced facets like emotional development and 
environmental control. Addressing the Poza Rica Massacre through her lens would 
cast light on the stark deprivation of these capabilities, thus stripping the victims of 
the core elements that constitute a dignified existence. 
 
Rawls's conception of Justice8 as Fairness adds another layer to this discourse. His 
doctrine, anchored in two justice principles, emphasizes equal basic liberties, and 
permits disparities only if they advantage the least well-off. A Rawlsian examination 
of the massacre would critically assess the role of institutions in safeguarding—or 
failing to safeguard—these liberties, thereby contributing to or mitigating societal 
disparities.  

 
intellectual force in political philosophy during the latter 20th century, Rawls's influence extends 
across the discipline. 
7 Nussbaum approaches justice from the perspective of the literary imagination and its role in public 
life. The scholar maintains that justice entails not only legal and political issues but also emotional 
and ethical factors that affect how human beings relate to others in society. The author claims that 
literature can enrich and expand our understanding and conception of justice -- beyond the mere 
compliance with laws and norms -- by promoting empathy and greater awareness of the diversity of 
human life. See. Nussbaum, M. (1995). Justicia poética.  La imaginación literaria y la vida pública. 
Ed. Andrés Bello. https://etica.uazuay.edu.ec/sites/etica.uazuay.edu.ec/files/public/2021-
09/Nussbaum%20-%20Justicia%20Poetica_0.pdf 
8 See. Rawls, J. (2020). Teoría de la Justicia. Ed. The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press. 
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These theoretical frameworks weave together to yield a nuanced dissection of the 
Poza Rica Massacre. They propel us to scrutinize not only the atrocity but also the 
systemic conditions that bred such an event, the immediate reactions of the 
governing bodies, and the enduring consequences for justice and human rights 
within Mexico. They prompt a reflection on the broader societal structures that foster 
disparities and perpetuate injustice. 
 
The multifaceted scrutiny of the Poza Rica event, through the analytical prisms 
provided by Sen, Nussbaum, and Rawls, it interrogates the event not merely as a 
solitary calamity but as indicative of a broader systemic malaise—a failure to 
safeguard human dignity, uphold social equity, and ensure the freedoms and 
capabilities of society’s members.  This extensive evaluation not only augments the 
historical chronicle but also enriches the contemporary dialogue concerning 
human rights and justice on both the global stage and within the microcosm of local 
communities. 
 
This document sets out to: 
1. Analyze the Poza Rica Massacre and its consequences through the lens of social 
justice and human capabilities theories. 
2. Explore the legal and moral responsibilities of the authorities involved, and the 
societal implications of the lack of legal redress. 
3. Assess the broader ramifications of this event on human rights, social justice, and 
policy formulation in Mexico. 
The goal is to furnish a thorough and ethically informed comprehension of the Poza 
Rica Massacre and its enduring effects, thereby enriching the dialogue around 
human rights and social justice in both historical and modern contexts. This report 
undertakes a thorough exploration of the 1958 Poza Rica Massacre, as meticulously 
examined by the National Human Rights Commission (Comisión Nacional de los 
Derechos Humanos (CNDH)). It aims to unravel a complex and distressing narrative 
of human rights violations in Mexico.  
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By integrating the concepts of social justice and human capabilities, championed 
by eminent scholars such as Sen, Nussbaum, and Rawls, this analysis emphasizes 
the significant impact historical events have on the development of human rights 
paradigms and the ongoing pursuit of social justice. This approach not only 
illuminates the specificities of the Poza Rica incident but also contextualizes it within 
the broader discourse of human rights evolution and social justice imperatives. 
 
In the heart of Mexico's recent past, pivotal events have sculpted its societal, 
governance, and economic landscapes—events that persist in echoing queries 
about fairness, governance, and human rights principles. This volume unfolds an 
intricate exploration into one such defining moment: the Poza Rica Massacre of 
1958, a pivotal and elucidative chapter in the narrative of Mexico's engagement with 
human rights. Readers are beckoned to immerse themselves in a thorough and 
layered dissection that transcends mere recounting of events, delving into the 
genesis, ramifications, and the protracted journey towards rectitude and societal 
transformation. 
 
The initial section, "Uncovering the Shadows of History," lays down the premise, 
portraying the Poza Rica Massacre not merely as a standalone occurrence but as a 
critical juncture in Mexico's path to human rights acknowledgment and 
reconciliation. Through this narrative, one traverses the direct repercussions and 
enduring aftermath of this calamitous event, establishing a foundation for further, in-
depth scrutiny. 
 
Progressing to Section 2 "The Poza Rica Massacre: Exploring the Complex Socio-
Political and Economic Tapestry of the 1940s and 1950s in Mexico," a complex 
interweaving of contributing elements is unveiled, providing a nuanced 
comprehension of the socio-economic and political milieu that shaped these 
events. This segment is instrumental in grasping not just the events themselves but 
the underlying reasons and dynamics at play. 
 
In Section 3 "Convergence and Complexity," the narrative broadens to include the 
intricate web of participants and casualties, uncovering the profoundness of human 
interaction and the intertwining fates that this incident has indelibly marked. Within 
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this context, individual stories emerge, each bearing witness to the transformative 
impact of violence on lives. 
 
The discussion progresses into Section 4 "Governance and Justice," evaluating the 
endeavors to traverse the intricate domain of human rights violations and historical 
atrocities. This section invites contemplation on the dynamics of power and the role 
of institutional mechanisms in the deterrence and redress of such transgressions. 
 
In the Section 5 "Governance, Justice, and Human Rights" presents a synthesized 
examination employing theories of capability, social justice, and complexity, 
suggesting innovative perspectives for interpreting, and confronting human rights 
abuses. This conceptual approach further evolves in the Section 6 "Governance-
Capability-Justice-Complexity (GCJC) Integration Model," which introduces a 
cutting-edge paradigm for assessing societal wellbeing and human rights 
observance. 
 
Advancing towards to Section 7 "Intersecting Theories on the path to Justice" and 
Section 8 "Revolutionizing Human Rights Analysis," the narrative delves deeper into 
the extensive consequences of the Goyo’s Massacre for societal reform and human 
rights, employing both legal and theoretical frameworks to uncover latent truths. 
 
Concluding with Section 9  "Interweaving Justice and Society" and "Exploring the 
Genesis and Fallout of the Goyo’s Massacre," the discourse rounds off, offering an 
exhaustive inspection of legal and moral underpinnings, alongside a summons to 
introspection and action. 
 
This tome is not merely a chronicle of a grievous occurrence but also a solicitation 
to profound pondering on the modalities through which societies might evolve, 
mature, and steer towards a future marked by greater justice and humanity. It is 
indispensable for those intrigued by Mexico's historical evolution, social justice, and 
the enduring influence of remembrance and truth. 
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Sec$on 1 Uncovering the Shadows of History: The 
1958 Poza Rica Massacre and Its ABermath in 
Mexico's Human Rights Journey 
  
In the Section 1 embarks on a profound exploration of a pivotal chapter in Mexican 
history, centering on the harrowing events of the 1958 Poza Rica Massacre. This 
dark episode serves as a critical inflection point in Mexico's human rights odyssey, 
casting long shadows on the nation's political and societal landscape. The section 
meticulously examines the enduring legacy of the massacre, unraveling its 
profound impact on Mexico's human rights and political framework. 
 
Exploring historical incidents like the 1958 tragedy in Poza Rica is crucial for 
comprehending the progression of human rights in Mexico. This dark episode in the 
nation's history provides valuable insights into government conduct, individual 
freedoms, and the repercussions of oppressive governance. The event, known 
locally as the "Goyo´s Massacre," stands as a stark symbol of political oppression 
and highlights the government's involvement in human rights abuses. 
 
Beyond the immediate horror of the massacre, its influence extends to the enduring 
effects on Mexico's dialogue about human rights. This pivotal event ignited a series 
of legal and societal transformations, compelling the nation to confront its history 
and shaping the international discourse on human rights. 
 

The Shadows of Poza Rica: The CNDH's Inves:ga:on into Historical 
Human Rights Viola:ons in Veracruz, Mexico 
 
The 1958 Poza Rica Massacre, is an emblematic event in the annals of Mexican 
history, characterized by grave human rights infringements. This sorrowful incident 
entailed a series of governmental transgressions, including random incarcerations, 
physical and psychological torment, enforced disappearances, and unauthorized 
state-sanctioned killings.  
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The National Human Rights Commission's exhaustive investigation 
(CNDH/PRESI/2023/6979/VG)9 into this incident has thoroughly chronicled these 
heinous deeds, corroborating them with exhaustive records, eyewitness accounts, 
and historical documents.  
 
In a historic decision reflecting past political turmoil, Mexico's National Human 
Rights Commission (CNDH)10 recently issued a directive (137VG/2023) on serious 
human rights violations suffered by members of the political faction "Goyo’s" in Poza 
Rica, Veracruz, which covers the years 1958 to 1966. This directive arose from a 
complaint filed on March 3, 2023, by surviving participants and family members of 
those affected.11 

 
9  The CNDH began investigating enforced disappearances and political violence in case 
CNDH/PRE/2023/6979/VG, collecting testimonies from victims, witnesses, and relatives, and 
conducting extensive research with federal and local authorities and in historical archives. In 
response to civil liberties breaches occurring between 1958 and 1966 in Poza Rica, Veracruz, the 
National Human Rights Commission formulated a comprehensive guideline framework. Recorded 
instances encompass illicit detentions, inhumane conduct, enforced vanishings, and instances of 
unlawful killings. Authorities were urged to provide records and information while maintaining the 
confidentiality of those involved. The unlawful deprivation of lives was confirmed, and the 
incorporation of the category of temporary enforced disappearance into legislation was proposed. 
Furthermore, unjustified arrests to suppress political activism were highlighted. The necessity of 
clarifying all infringements on individual rights for political purposes was underscored. There is a call 
to acknowledge and compensate the affected, issue official apologies, rename streets, and erect a 
commemorative monument. The Commission called on various government entities to ensure 
rectification and prevention of such acts. See. National Human Rights Commission (2023) Press 
release DGDDH/364/2023 CNDH issues recommendation to various federal authorities and of 
Veracruz for political violence committed between 1958 and 1966 against the political group “Los 
Goyos”. Mexico City, December 19, 2023. Retrieved from: 
https://www.cndh.org.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-12/COM_364_2023.pdf 
10  The National Human Rights Commission operates as an independent constitutional entity, 
distinguishing itself as a member of the autonomous public institutions. This classification ensures 
its independence from the federal government, safeguarding it against the influence of any 
governmental authority or official. Established under Article 102, Section B of the nation's Political 
Constitution, the Commission boasts its distinct legal identity and financial foundation. It enjoys the 
freedom to manage its operations and budget autonomously. 
11 See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023 on cases of 
serious human rights violations to liberty, legal security, personal integrity, dignified treatment, and 
life, due to acts of illegal detention, cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment, enforced 

https://www.cndh.org.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-12/COM_364_2023.pdf
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The comprehensive probe conducted by the CNDH has uncovered alarming 
instances of human rights violations. This inquiry revealed the deaths of seven 
people, tragically including a child, cases of enforced disappearances, breaches of 
due process, and the exposure of 16 persons to treatment that can only be 
described as cruel and degrading.  
 
These findings shed new light on a dark chapter in Mexico's political history. They 
particularly illuminate the challenges encountered by groups such as "Goyo’s," 
emblematic of the broader turmoil that the country faced during this era.  This 
moment is pivotal in Mexico's journey towards understanding and confronting its 
complex political legacy. These were attributed to public servants from the Federal 
Security Directorate (DFS) 12 , the Secretariat of National Defense (SEDENA) 13 , 

 
disappearance, and deprivation of life, as well as the right to democracy, memory, and truth. 
Retrieved from https://www.cndh.org.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-12/RecVG_137.pdf 
12  The Federal Security Directorate (DFS), inaugurated in 1947 under President Miguel Alemán 
Valdés and active until 1985, served as Mexico's key intelligence and clandestine policing agency. 
Born in the Cold War era, especially influenced by the Truman Doctrine's aim to counter Soviet 
expansion, the DFS's formation and operations were heavily influenced by U.S. intelligence 
collaboration.  Infamously engaged during the tumultuous era of the Mexican Dirty War, spanning 
from 1968 to the late 1970s, the Federal Security Directorate (DFS) became synonymous with 
unauthorized arrests, systemic torture, targeted killings, and the ominous vanishing of individuals. Its 
dissolution in 1985 led to its assimilation into the National Center for Research and National Security 
(CISEN). Nevertheless, the DFS's contentious history, characterized by excessive force and 
authoritarian tactics, casts a long shadow over contemporary security and intelligence strategies in 
Mexico, reflecting a persistent influence on the nation's approach to law enforcement and national 
security. See. DeTura, M. (2013). From police to paramilitaries: An analysis of the Mexican “Dirección 
Federal de Seguridad” (DFS). Esferas: The Undergraduate Student Journal of NYU's Department of 
Spanish and Portuguese, 1. Retrieved May 6, 2013, from https://wp.nyu.edu/esferas/past-
issues/critical/from-police-to-paramilitaries-an-analysis-of-the-mexican-direccion-federal-de-
seguridad-dfs/  
13 The Secretariat of National Defense (SEDENA) is a governmental institution responsible for the 
country's national defense and security, and its main function stems from the nature of the institution 
and its role in national defense and security in Mexico.  In accordance with the Organic Law of the 
Mexican Army and Air Force, Article 1, the Mexican Army, and Air Force are permanent armed 
institutions with the following general missions: I. To defend the integrity, independence, and 
sovereignty of the nation; II. To ensure internal security; III. To assist the civilian population in cases 
of public need; IV. To carry out civic actions and social works that contribute to the country's progress, 
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Mexican Petroleum (PEMEX), the then State Attorney's Office of Veracruz, and the 
Poza Rica City Council. The “Goyo’s” movement was suppressed for being 
perceived as a threat to the power groups, led by the local cacique Jaime José 
Merino14 and Pedro Vivanco García15, secretary of Section 30 of the Mexican Oil 
Workers Union. The repression included the infamous "Goyo’s Massacre" during 
protests electoral fraud. 
 
The CNDH's recommendation includes: 
1. Public apology and acknowledgment of state responsibility for the human rights 
violations. 
2. Preservation of memory sites, such as “Plaza Juarez” in Poza Rica, and 
establishing a memorial for the victims. 
3. Legal procedures including registering the 29 victims in the National Registry of 
Victims for comprehensive reparations. 
4. Psychological and thanatological care for relatives of the victims. 

 
and V. In the event of disaster, to aid with the maintenance of order, aid to individuals and their 
property, and the reconstruction of affected areas. 
14 On June 9, 2023, a deputy inspector from the Autonomous Body conducted a post-inspection at 
the National General Archive and prepared a detailed report. The examination focused on 
documents from the Ministry of the Interior, particularly the Federal Security Directorate, including 
records related to Jaime José Merino. This testimony was included in Recommendation no. 137 
VG/2023 Regarding serious human rights violations of freedom, legal security, personal integrity, 
dignified treatment, and life, stemming from illegal detention, cruel, inhumane, and degrading 
treatment, enforced disappearance, and loss of life, as well as rights to democracy, memory, and 
truth. Retrieved from https://www.cndh.org.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-
12/RecVG_137.pdf 
15 Pedro Vivanco García was a political figure and trade unionist who played a prominent role in the 
Poza Rica region, as mentioned in the report by the National Human Rights Commission. According 
to the report, Vivanco was part of a duo with Merino, and together they held significant political 
power, even having the capacity to appoint candidates for public offices in the region. Additionally, 
he is mentioned in connection with the 1958 massacre, where he is accused of having fired upon 
the town of Poza Rica. See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 
VG/2023 on cases of serious human rights violations to liberty, legal security, personal integrity, 
dignified treatment, and life, due to acts of illegal detention, cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment, 
enforced disappearance, and deprivation of life, as well as the right to democracy, memory, and 
truth. Op. cit. 
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5. Educational courses for regional personnel of SEDENA and PEMEX about human 
rights violations. 
6. Renaming of places and removal of monuments related to the perpetrators. 
This recommendation aims to contribute to building lasting peace, transforming 
society, and strengthening trust in institutions, while acknowledging the memories 
of the victims marked by political violence and repression. The CNDH awaits the 
acceptance of this recommendation, emphasizing the restoration of victims' rights 
to memory and ensuring such events are not repeated. The full recommendation is 
available on the CNDH website. 
 

The Poza Rica Massacre's Legacy in Mexico's Human Rights and Poli:cal 
Landscape 
 
This study meticulously examines the Poza Rica Massacre, also known as the 
"Goyo´s Massacre," a defining event in Mexico's history. It necessitates a 
comprehensive analysis of the political and social context of the time, scrutinizing 
the immediate and long-term impacts. The aim is to present a detailed exploration 
of these facets, underscoring the profound and lasting influence this incident has 
exerted on Mexican society and its political framework.16 
 
As time progressed, the Poza Rica Massacre evolved into a prominent symbol of 
the relentless quest for justice and human rights in Mexico. It ignited and sustained 
the determination of numerous activists and human rights champions, who were 
driven to seek accountability and the prevention of such horrendous occurrences 
in the future. The massacre has emerged as a formidable emblem of the perpetual 
struggle for justice and human rights in the country, inspiring successive 
generations of activists and defenders of human rights to advocate for 
accountability, aspiring to avert the recurrence of such grave atrocities. However, 

 
16 This summary examines the Poza Rica Massacre's profound impact on Mexico's political and 
social landscape, highlighting the event's role in sparking a relentless quest for justice and human 
rights, despite ongoing challenges in achieving accountability for the severe violations committed 
during this tragic episode in Mexican history. 
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the journey towards justice remains incomplete, as to date, no legal or 
administrative penalties have been enforced for the offenses committed. 
 
The National Human Rights Commission (CNDH) of Mexico has acknowledged the 
severe human rights violations inflicted upon the members and allies of the 
Pozarricense Democratic Party and the Mexican Petroleum Workers' Union in 
Veracruz. These entities, representing political dissent against the PRI regime, bore 
the brunt during the events of October 6, 1958. The aftermath saw an escalation of 
these infringements, including the strategic detention and surveillance of political 
activists by state entities, leading to politically motivated accusations that went 
unresolved and eventually transformed into slanderous campaigns against them. 
 
The CNDH also highlighted a notable lack of legal proceedings; numerous 
individuals were unjustly detained and brought to the Federal Security Directorate's 
facility at Circular de Morelia 8 in Mexico City. The oppression that commenced on 
October 6, 1958, extended beyond that date, perpetuating political persecution and 
severe violations against dissenters. This included the temporary enforced 
disappearance of a key figure in the movement by operatives of the Federal Security 
Directorate. Considering these findings, the CNDH recommended that the Ministry 
of the Interior, the Ministry of National Defense, the State Attorney General's Office, 
Pemex, and the Poza Rica City Council conduct an official recognition and a public 
apology for the state's involvement in the grave human rights violations perpetrated 
against the group known as Goyo´s from 1958 to 1966. 17 

 
17 In the Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023 of National Human Rights Commission, sheds new light 
on a dark chapter of Mexican history, on the Poza Rica massacre of 1958. The document 
meticulously reconstructs the sociopolitical climate of the era, drawing attention to the considerable 
clout wielded by prominent figures such as Pedro Vivanco García and J. Merino within the region's 
political and union spheres. Journalistic investigations, bolstered by the report, unearth narratives of 
the harrowing brutality that unfolded during the massacre, revealing a death toll that surpasses 
previous official counts.  
Newly surfaced survivor accounts and witness statements reveal a chilling narrative of unchecked 
aggression during the 1958 Poza Rica massacre, according to the latest report by the National 
Human Rights Commission. These testimonies paint a grim picture of the event, with violence that 
was unfettered and arbitrary, cutting a swath through the population, affecting young and old alike. 
The report emphasizes a pivotal insight into the examination of human rights offenses, advocating 
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The 1958 Poza Rica Massacre is etched as a somber milestone in Mexican history, 
synonymous with egregious human rights abuses. Its repercussions have echoed 
for decades, fueling a resolute crusade for justice and the safeguarding of 
fundamental rights. An exploration of Mexico's political and social landscape in the 
late 1950s uncovers the origins of this calamity. This era was characterized by 
substantial political upheaval and societal rifts, with the PRI confronting growing 
demands for democratic reform and enhancements in human rights. 
 
The conflict that erupted on October 6, 1958, in the oil-rich locale of Poza Rica, 
Veracruz, marked a confrontation between laborers from the Mexican Petroleum 
Workers' Union and governmental forces. These workers were ardently advocating 
for improved labor rights and heightened political representation, directly 
challenging the authoritarian inclinations of the ruling regime. Reflecting on this 
historic event offers a more nuanced comprehension of its profound effects on 
Mexican society, the evolution of its governance, and the unyielding determination 
of those committed to the pursuit of justice and human rights. Their struggle 
symbolizes an enduring challenge to authoritarian practices and a call for broader 
political inclusion. 
 
Revisiting this pivotal incident and its background provides deeper insight into its 
extensive repercussions on Mexican society, governance, and the steadfast 
commitment of those championing the cause of justice and human rights. The Poza 
Rica Massacre stands as a poignant testament to the ongoing battle for greater 
political representation and resistance against governmental authoritarianism. The 

 
for a thorough understanding of the socio-historical backdrop against which these transgressions 
took place. This approach underlines the importance of placing human rights violations within a 
larger narrative to fully grasp their origins, implications, and the enduring impact on the community. 
By dissecting events and scrutinizing evidence, the report not only seeks to assign accountability but 
also to advocate for substantive reparations. Referencing a gamut of human rights legislation, both 
domestic and international, along with relevant legal precedents, the report aims to establish a 
benchmark for justice. This comprehensive dossier not only narrates the sequence of events leading 
to the bloodshed but also casts a spotlight on the systemic human rights infringements that 
occurred. It calls for an introspective look at these atrocities, urging for historical events to be 
examined through a lens that recognizes the depth and complexity of such human rights 
investigations. 
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1958 Poza Rica Massacre, a profound and unsettling chapter in Mexico's history, 
occurred in Veracruz and serves as a critical case study in the often-fraught 
relationship between governmental authority and the rights of individuals. Marked 
by egregious human rights abuses perpetrated by government forces against 
dissenting voices, particularly those of the "Goyo’s" group, this episode casts a long 
shadow on discussions of state governance and ethical leadership.  
 
This grim episode vividly demonstrates the harrowing outcomes that can manifest 
when a government abuses its authority, resulting in the oppression and anguish of 
its populace. This bleak period in the annals of history demands that we scrutinize 
both the essence of political authority and its potential for misapplication, as well as 
the onus on societies to confront, comprehend, and glean lessons from historical 
transgressions. This introspection is imperative for any society dedicated to the 
ideals of democracy and the safeguarding of human liberties. 
 
 In contemplating these events, we are drawn to consider the following significant 
questions: 

1. Considering the Poza Rica Massacre, how can we philosophically and 
politically navigate the delicate equilibrium between a state's sovereignty and 
the safeguarding of individual human rights, particularly when government 
actions violate these fundamental rights? 

2. What insights does the Poza Rica Massacre offer about the inherent qualities 
of political power, its tendency to foster cycles of abuse and violence, and 
how can these lessons reshape our current models of governance and 
societal organization? 

3. Considering the long-lasting effects of the Poza Rica Massacre, what 
strategies can be employed by societies to effectively acknowledge and heal 
from historical wounds, and what roles do truth-seeking, collective memory, 
and the pursuit of justice play in this healing process? 
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In the concluding segment of the first section, titled "Unveiling Hidden Histories: The 
Echoes of the 1958 Poza Rica Tragedy and its Enduring Impact on Mexico's Pursuit 
of Human Rights," readers are urged to ponder the deep-seated effects of this 
sorrowful occurrence. The incident in Poza Rica serves not merely as a grim 
memorial of past horrors but also as a significant force driving the advancement of 
human rights dialogue within Mexico. The diligent probe by the CNDH into this grim 
period underscores the persistence of truth and the relentless pursuit of justice. This 
narrative demands our engagement with historical events, fosters comprehension 
of current circumstances, and guides the crafting of a future wherein human rights 
transcend ideological concepts to become concrete standards. 
 
Navigating through this segment transcends mere historical review; it signifies 
active participation in an essential discourse concerning societal structure, 
administrative dynamics, and collective ethical awareness. This journey is more 
than scholarly analysis; it represents an earnest call to grasp the immense 
repercussions of reticence and the incontrovertible strength of memory and 
accountability. Immerse yourself in this critical juncture of Mexico's past and 
reemerge endowed with understandings that extend well past historical confines. 
Engage with us in this endeavor to illuminate concealed truths, seek veracity, and 
pay tribute to the legacy of those who endured yet envisioned a world marked by 
justice and equality. 
 

Exploring the Depths of Injus:ce: The Goyo´s Massacre and Its Impact on 
Society, Ethics, and Law 
 
Broadening the scope of this investigation to encompass a more thorough and 
expansive understanding necessitates a deeper dive into the core themes identified, 
linking them to the Goyo Massacre in Poza Rica while also assessing their broader 
impact on society, ethics, and the law. This tragic event serves as a critical lens 
through which the complex relationship between personal liberties, the quest for 
justice, and the wider societal ramifications of conflict can be examined. 
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Jus$ce and Equality 
 
At the heart of the Goyo´s Massacre narrative is the principle of justice and equality, 
highlighting the importance of distributing societal benefits and burdens fairly, 
irrespective of an individual's background. The analysis questions how structural 
inequalities may have set the stage for the violence observed in Poza Rica. It 
scrutinizes the allocation of resources, the availability of opportunities for 
disadvantaged groups, and examines whether the safeguarding of rights served to 
unite or further divide society. 
 

Personal Empowerment and Respect 
 
The theme of personal empowerment and respect delves into the fundamental 
human entitlement to live with dignity and autonomy, emphasizing the right to seek 
both personal growth and community welfare. This perspective is crucial when 
reflecting on the experiences of those impacted by the massacre, whose basic 
rights were severely compromised. The investigation explores the conditions that 
facilitated such breaches of rights and evaluates the degree to which individuals 
could exercise their freedoms before and after the incident. 
 

The Capability Perspec$ve 
 
Proposed by thinkers Amartya Sen 18  and Martha Nussbaum, the capability 
perspective offers a refined tool for measuring well-being, underlining the need for 

 
18 Amartya Sen's developmental theory contests the conventional focus on economic growth as the 
primary marker of a society's advancement. He argues that genuine development should be 
assessed by the ability of individuals to live lives that they find meaningful and satisfying, in alignment 
with their own values. Sen's emphasis on human capabilities, including the freedom of choice and 
achieving personal fulfillment, proposes a more holistic approach to evaluating development. Critics 
have pointed out what they perceive as an overly individualistic focus in Sen's theory, yet his 
contributions have undeniably sparked a pivotal discussion in the field of development. His ideas 
have found practical application across various sectors, from gender studies to employment rights 
and the formulation of policies aimed at social inclusion, underscoring the wide-ranging impact and 
adaptability of his approach. Despite facing criticism for its alleged individual-centric view, Sen's 
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individuals to access opportunities that allow for a dignified existence. This 
approach is vital for assessing the conditions leading to the massacre, examining 
the socio-economic and political climates that either supported or restricted 
people's abilities to live without hardship. This analysis critically looks at how the 
community's capacity to live dignified lives was influenced by the event and its 
aftermath. 
 

Fairness Principles 
 
The justice theory formulated by John Rawls 19  lays down a philosophical 
groundwork for debating fairness principles within society. Applying Rawls' ideas 
about the original position and the veil of ignorance allows for an evaluation of the 

 
framework has profoundly shaped the discourse on development, advocating for a more nuanced 
and inclusive approach to understanding and fostering human progress. See. Amatya Sen 
19 John Rawls' conceptual framework for justice, grounded in the notions of the original position and 
the veil of ignorance, offers a method to assess the equity and righteousness of societal and 
governmental frameworks. Rawls posits that for justice to prevail, essential liberties must be secured 
for all individuals, and any societal disparities should only exist if they advantage the most 
disadvantaged groups and are tied to roles and opportunities equally available to everyone.  
This methodology is useful for scrutinizing the fairness and balance of social and political institutions 
at critical historical moments, including massacres, to discern if they unduly favored specific 
segments of society, thereby playing a role in the sequence of events that occurred. At the heart of 
Rawls' philosophy is the principle that any existing inequalities should be arranged to assist those 
who are most in need, ensuring that fundamental rights and freedoms are universally upheld. This 
philosophical lens allows for a critical evaluation of whether societal and political infrastructures 
were just and balanced, or if they played a part in facilitating unjust occurrences. Central to Rawls' 
theory are the original position and the veil of ignorance, imaginative constructs that facilitate 
unbiased and equitable decision-making regarding justice principles. The original position is an 
abstract scenario where individuals decide on the principles of justice while their personal details 
are obscured by the veil of ignorance. This mechanism guarantees that choices about justice are 
made without prejudice, unaffected by any one individual's personal situation. In essence, Rawls' 
justice theory, through its innovative concepts of the original position and the veil of ignorance, 
equips us with a tool to evaluate the integrity and fairness of the social and political landscapes 
during pivotal historical events, aiding in identifying their roles in perpetuating injustices. See. John 
Rawls' 
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societal and policy frameworks at the time of the massacre, determining whether 
they were just and equitable or if they disproportionately benefited certain groups, 
thus contributing to the events that unfolded. 
 

Breaches of Human Rights 
 
The human rights abuses observed during the Goyo´s Massacre remind us of the 
vulnerability of these rights under conditions of widespread violence and 
suppression. This aspect calls for an in-depth look into the nature of the rights 
violated during the event, including the right to life and freedom from inhumane 
treatment, and scrutinizes the accountability measures implemented thereafter. It 
reflects on the ways societies can enhance the protection of human rights during 
crises. 
 

Community and Societal Impact 
 
The repercussions of the Goyo´s Massacre extend far beyond the immediate 
victims, affecting social unity, institutional trust, and the collective consciousness. 
This theme investigates the resilience of the Poza Rica community, the healing and 
reconciliation processes, and how social and political relationships evolved in 
response. It also examines the preservation of the massacre's memory and the 
lessons that can be learned to avert similar future tragedies. 
 
Integrating these themes, a detailed analysis of the Goyo´s Massacre emerges, not 
only paying tribute to those affected but also shedding light on the factors leading 
to such events. This expanded analysis lays the groundwork for addressing the root 
causes of violence and injustice, aiming to embed the principles of justice, respect, 
and human rights into society's core. Through this comprehensive exploration, the 
study seeks to initiate a conversation on the critical elements of a fair society, the 
significance of protecting human rights, and the shared duty to create a future 
where tragedies like the Goyo´s Massacre are remembered not for the anguish they 
inflicted but for the enduring lessons they provide. 
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Human Rights at a Crossroads: The Goyo´s Massacre in Poza Rica 
Veracruz Mexico and the Quest for Jus:ce 
 
The analysis of the tragic event at Poza Rica, known as the Goyo´s Massacre, delves 
deeply into the critical issue of significant breaches of human rights. This episode 
sheds light on the dire absence of safeguards for basic human entitlements, 
encompassing the right to life, freedom of speech, and the integrity of the person, 
alongside a noticeable void in effective judicial avenues to redress these breaches. 
 
The scrutiny extends to the aftermath of these breaches on both the local 
community and wider society, illustrating the detrimental impact such events have 
on the faith in governing bodies, the weave of social unity, and the perpetuation of 
a climate marked by injustice and susceptibility. 
 
At its core, the analysis confronts the profound concerns of human rights 
infringements, the deficit in judicial fairness, and the pressing need for 
comprehensive reforms aimed at averting future transgressions and fostering a 
society that honors the essential rights of every member. 
 
The Goyo´s Massacre in Poza Rica serves as a poignant illustration of the 
vulnerability of human rights amidst systemic aggression and the hurdles faced in 
achieving justice and accountability thereafter. This event not only brought to light 
the immediate physical and psychological harm suffered by the victims and their 
kin but also underscored the extensive socio-political consequences that emanate 
throughout communities and nations when fundamental rights are overlooked. 
 
In probing the roots and ramifications of such flagrant rights violations, it becomes 
imperative to comprehend the backdrop against which they unfold. The Goyo 
Massacre, akin to other similar occurrences, emerged from a tangled web of socio-
political dynamics, including governmental strategies, law enforcement 
methodologies, and societal stances on dissent and marginalized groups. These 
dynamics foster a milieu conducive to unchecked violations, signaling a deep-
seated failure of the state to safeguard its populace. 
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The repercussions of the massacre have brought to the fore an immediate demand 
for sweeping legal and institutional reformations. The evasion of responsibility by 
the culprits and the lack of sufficient support for the victims and their families 
highlight the inadequacies of the prevailing framework. Judicial mechanisms 
intended to shield individual rights often fall short in the face of systemic misuse, 
resulting in a vicious cycle of violence and exemption from punishment. 
 
The analysis advocates for a comprehensive strategy to tackle these issues. It 
underscores the necessity for an in-depth inquiry into the Goyo´s Massacre and 
incidents alike, aiming for the prosecution of those accountable. This entails 
penalizing not only the direct offenders but also addressing the structural 
deficiencies enabling such atrocities. 
 
Moreover, the call for legal enhancements to fortify human rights protection and 
secure effective remedies for abuse victims is evident. This involves amending 
current statutes and instituting new laws that more precisely delineate and penalize 
human rights infractions, as well as the formation of autonomous entities to oversee 
and investigate grievances against governmental figures. 
 
Furthermore, the significance of healing within communities and society is 
emphasized. The trauma induced by occurrences like the Goyo Massacre has 
enduring impacts on individuals and communities, obstructing their path to 
recovery. Initiatives fostering truth, reconciliation, and reparations are vital in 
mending trust and reconstructing societal bonds. 
 
Additionally, the analysis highlights the role of international entities and human 
rights organizations in bolstering local endeavors to rectify human rights abuses. 
External pressure can play a crucial role in compelling governments to act, whereas 
support from human rights groups can offer the necessary resources and expertise 
for effective advocacy and reform. 
 
Delving into the underpinnings of human rights infringements requires an earnest 
examination of the socio-economic imbalances that sow the seeds for discord and 
inequity. Tackling the widespread issues of poverty, societal disparities, and 
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obstacles in securing educational and professional opportunities is imperative for 
diminishing the leverage that those with authority might misuse. The deployment of 
extensive social initiatives aimed at these critical issues is vital to nurturing a society 
characterized by greater justice and equality. 
 
Education is a key catalyst in thwarting future breaches of human rights. 
Enlightening the community about the core tenets of human rights and 
underscoring the necessity for accountability enables individuals to seek more 
robust safeguards for their freedoms and to immerse themselves more actively in 
the process of governance. The contribution of educational institutions and 
grassroots movements is crucial in cultivating a culture that honors and upholds 
human rights. 
 
The tragic events of the Goyo´s Massacre in Poza Rica serve as a stark reminder of 
the consequences that arise from failing to protect human rights. The detailed 
examination of this incident and its prolonged effects provide a deep understanding 
of the intricacies involved in confronting human rights abuses and underscore the 
need for united efforts to achieve justice, accountability, and healing. Recognizing 
the critical interaction among legal, institutional, and social factors in the protection 
of human rights is vital for moving towards a future where such tragedies are 
prevented. 
 

Preliminary conclusions 
 
The initial findings from Section 1 regarding the 1958 Poza Rica Massacre and its 
implications for the advancement of human rights in Mexico unveil a profound and 
striking tableau of an event that has etched itself into the annals of the country's 
history. Throughout this meticulous examination, the grim episode of the Poza Rica 
Massacre, also dubbed as the "Goyo's Massacre," has been scrutinized, recognized 
as a pivotal juncture in Mexico's human rights trajectory.  
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This somber event has cast extensive shadows over the nation's political and social 
terrain, sparking a cascade of introspection and metamorphosis both domestically 
and internationally. The thorough inquiry spearheaded by the National Human 
Rights Commission (CNDH) has brought to light distressing revelations of human 
rights transgressions during this bleak chapter in Mexico's past. Among the most 
poignant revelations are the fatalities of seven individuals, including a child, 
instances of enforced disappearances, breaches of due process, and the subjection 
of 16 individuals to treatment that can only be described as merciless and debasing.  
 
These revelations illuminate a hitherto obscure chapter in Mexico's political 
narrative and underscore the trials encountered by factions like "Goyo's," 
emblematic of the widespread upheaval gripping the nation during this period. The 
Poza Rica Massacre has evolved into a prominent symbol of the tireless pursuit of 
justice and human rights in Mexico. It has galvanized and sustained the resolve of 
countless activists and human rights advocates, who have committed themselves 
to securing accountability and forestalling such atrocities in the future.  
 
This tragic incident has emerged as a formidable emblem of the ongoing crusade 
for justice and human rights in the nation, inspiring successive cohorts of activists 
and defenders. The recommendations proffered by the CNDH encompass 
measures such as public apologies and acknowledgment of state culpability for 
human rights infractions, the preservation of commemorative sites and the 
establishment of a memorial for the victims, legal protocols for registering victims in 
the National Registry of Victims, and psychological and thanatological support for 
the families of the victims.  
 
It is imperative to grasp that historical events such as the Poza Rica Massacre not 
only encapsulate moments of terror and anguish but also wield a lasting impact on 
the collective psyche of a nation. The recollection of these atrocities serves as a 
perpetual reminder of the imperative of justice, veracity, and answerability in 
fostering a just and equitable society. The exhaustive investigation conducted by 
the CNDH has underscored the resilience of truth and the unwavering pursuit of 
justice, underscoring the significance of confronting historical events with fortitude 
and comprehension. 
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The Poza Rica Massacre has precipitated a series of legal and societal 
metamorphoses in Mexico, compelling the nation to confront its past and shape the 
global dialogue on human rights. Beyond the immediate horror of the massacre, its 
repercussions extend to enduring effects on Mexico's discourse on human rights, 
impelling the nation to confront its history and reckon with the ramifications of 
authoritarian governance. The 1958 Poza Rica Massacre has left an indelible imprint 
on Mexico's history and its voyage towards enhanced safeguarding of human 
rights. 
 
In the upcoming Section 2, our study embarks on an in-depth exploration into a 
crucial period that profoundly influenced Mexico's socio-political and economic 
structure.  This section is designed to offer an extensive insight into the trials and 
transformations faced by Mexico during these critical years. 
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Sec)on 2 The Poza Rica Massacre: Exploring the Complex 
Socio-Poli)cal and Economic Tapestry of the 1940´s and 
1950s in Mexico 
 
Integrating the intricate socio-political and economic fabric of the 1940s and 1950s 
into the account of the Poza Rica Massacre sheds light on the multifaceted 
sequence of events leading to this somber incident in October 1958.In these pivotal 
decades, Mexico was a crucible of socio-political transformations and economic 
flux.  
 
The 1940s in Mexico were characterized by a notable phase of growth and 
steadiness, a reflection of the policies implemented during President Miguel Alemán 
Valdés's tenure. Yet, this period of economic flourishing coexisted with distinctive 
challenges. This era's narrative was shaped not only by its economic triumphs but 
also by the difficulties that loomed large, impacting the nation's trajectory. The 
economic policies of the era, while fostering growth, also laid the groundwork for 
future conflicts and social tensions. Notably, the devaluation of the Mexican Peso in 
1948 imposed substantial economic strain on the population. This financial 
downturn played a crucial role in escalating social discontent and intensified the 
persecution of labor movements.  
 
According to the next Figure 1, the Confederation of Workers of Mexico (CTM), 
enjoying the support and control of the Alemán regimen, played a central role during 
this period. However, this relationship led to the suppression and control of the labor 
movement, a crucial factor in the ensuing unrest. The Railroad Workers Movement 
of 1948 emerged as a significant protest such suppression, leading to the creation 
of government-controlled union leaders, a concept known as "Charismo." This 
movement was a critical response to the economic and social pressures of the time. 
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Charismo facilitated the cooptation of major unions, integrating and controlling 
various labor sectors. This dynamic significantly impacted the political landscape, 
influencing the candidacy of Henríquez Guzmán, 20  who represented political 
opposition and labor unrest. Meanwhile, labor conditions in the 1950s continued to 
be characterized by a struggle for rights and better conditions. 
 

Figure 1 Socio-Poli/cal and Economic Context (1940s-1950s) 

 
                                   Source: Own elaboration 

 
20 Miguel Henríquez Guzmán emerged as a pivotal agrarian leader and political figure in Mexico 
throughout the early 20th century. His advocacy and leadership roles significantly influenced the 
agrarian and political landscapes, particularly focusing on championing the rights of rural 
communities and contesting specific governmental policies within Veracruz. Henríquez Guzmán's 
efforts were notably intertwined with the Henriquism movement, which aimed at advancing the 
welfare of the peasant population and challenging the prevailing governmental practices of that era. 
His political endeavors and active engagement in both the political sphere and agrarian reform 
movements in Veracruz during this period are well-documented. See. Ramales Osorio, M.C. (2009) 
Mexico: Electoral fraud, authoritarianism, and repression. From the Welfare State to the Neoliberal 
State. EUMED. Julio 2009, https://www.eumed.net/rev/cccss/05/mcro.htm 
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The context in Poza Rica, Veracruz, was a microcosm of these broader tensions. 
The city became a focal point where the culmination of these social and political 
tensions erupted in the Goyo´s Massacre (Poza Rica Massacre) in 1958. This event 
was not an isolated incident but rather the result of a complex interplay of economic 
pressures, government policies, labor movements, and political opposition.  
 
Hence, the Poza Rica Massacre is best understood against a complex backdrop of 
socio-political and economic dynamics. The period's landscape was shaped by 
various pivotal factors: the 1940s Economic Boom under the leadership of Miguel 
Alemán Valdés, 21  the peso's devaluation, escalating crackdowns on labor, the 
CTM's development, the Railroad Workers Movement, the emergence of Charrismo, 
and the integration of key unions into the establishment. These elements collectively 
forged the volatile setting that led to this devastating incident. The massacre 
emerged as a stark symbol of the era's conflicts, encapsulating the fight for labor 
rights, resistance against political suppression, and the pursuit of a society rooted 
in justice and democratic principles in Mexico during the mid-20th century. Refer to 
the subsequent Figure 2 for further details. 
 

 
21 Miguel Alemán Valdés was the first civilian president of Mexico after the Mexican Revolution, 
serving from 1946 to 1952. Throughout his presidency, Alemán spearheaded initiatives geared 
towards industrialization and modernization in Mexico, with the overarching goal of propelling the 
nation's economic advancement. His efforts notably included advancing infrastructure projects, 
expanding the road network, and fostering investment in critical sectors like the oil industry. 
Nevertheless, his tenure was tainted by allegations of corruption, and his governance exhibited a 
departure from the socially oriented priorities epitomized by his predecessor, Lázaro Cárdenas. See. 
Smith, B.T. (2018). Sons of the Mexican Revolution: Miguel Alemán and His Generation by Ryan M. 
Alexander (review). The Americas, 75, 255 - 257.  https://www.scielo.org.mx/pdf/hm/v68n2/2448-
6531-hm-68-02-850.pdf 
 

https://www.scielo.org.mx/pdf/hm/v68n2/2448-6531-hm-68-02-850.pdf
https://www.scielo.org.mx/pdf/hm/v68n2/2448-6531-hm-68-02-850.pdf
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Figure 2 Pemex and Poza Rica Industrial Growth: Merino Influences (1938 - 1959) 

 
          Source: Own elaboration 
 
Within this broader narrative, the role of Pemex and its influence on Poza Rica's 
growth are pivotal. See next Figure 3. 
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Figure 3 Affinity and Opposi/on Rela/ons towards the Goyo’s Opposi/on Movement 

 
 
Source: Own elaboration, based on information from the National Human Rights Commission. 
(2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. and CNDH (2021) Historical Framework Subject to the 
Investigations of the Special Office for Investigating Repression and Forced Disappearances due to 
State Political Violence in the Recent Past (1951-2016). 
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According to Figure 3 described script meticulously maps out the multifaceted 
interactions within a specific socio-political landscape, offering a vivid depiction of 
various entities and their interrelations.   
 
With the nationalization of oil in 1938 and the stewardship of Jaime José Merino 
from 1941 to 1959 underlined the economic and industrial development in the 
region. However, this progress was marred by accusations of corruption and the 
perpetuation of Caciquism, reflecting a broader pattern of local control and 
maintenance of social order through authoritative means. The intricate relationship 
between government politics, as exemplified by the Mexican Revolution's legacy 
and the Adolfo López Mateos Presidency, 22  underscored the era's political 
foundation and the PRI's firm grip on political governance and unionism control. 
 
The DFS (Federal Security Directorate) 23  subgraph is particularly intriguing. It 
presents nodes symbolizing agents, each tagged with roles in espionage, 
surveillance, and reporting. This section is pivotal, not just for identifying these 
agents but for understanding their operational methods, interactions, and the 
overarching impact on various subjects. It exposes the mechanisms of state 
security, revealing the depth of surveillance and control exerted by governmental 
powers. 
 

 
22 During his presidency from 1958 to 1964, Adolfo López Mateos was instrumental in promoting 
global peace and nuclear disarmament amidst the intense rivalries of the Cold War. See. Martínez, 
J.J. (2020). Adolfo López Mateos, an Institutense and Statesman during His Time at the Autonomous 
University of the State of Mexico. https://revistaidentidad.uaemex.mx/article/view/14201/10811  
23  The Federal Security Directorate (DFS) had a notable involvement in the events that were 
documented. Its activities in relation to these events encompassed a range of measures:The DFS 
was involved in espionage and surveillance, closely monitoring the political activities of select 
individuals, which included their engagement within media circles and interactions with authorities.It 
conducted thorough investigations into groups and individuals deemed as threats to the prevailing 
order, including but not limited to the National Revolutionary Coalition (CNR).The implementation of 
repressive tactics by the DFS is well-documented, encompassing torture, extrajudicial executions, 
enforced disappearances, and targeted espionage against Henriquist militants and other perceived 
adversaries of the regime. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report dated September 
22, 2023. p. 81; CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report dated September 19, 2023. p. 
49.,   
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Turning to the political realm, the subgraph detailing Political Figures and Parties 
offers a rich exploration of political maneuvering and influence. It goes beyond 
listing influential figures and parties, delving into their roles, strategies, and their 
place in the political spectrum.   
 
The Movements and Organizations subgraph shifts focus to grassroots activism, 
showcasing entities dedicated to rights defense and political opposition. This 
section illuminates the collective efforts, drives, and focuses of various groups, 
underscoring the significance of collective action and the diversity of societal 
resistance and advocacy. 
 
In stark contrast, the Military Forces subgraph unveils the reality of state power and 
its implications. By depicting military units and their roles in the repression of 
protests, this section offers a grim view of the might of the military, its interaction 
with civilians, and its impact on civil liberties. It's a critical component for grasping 
the balance of power and the extents to which state mechanisms can be deployed 
to maintain order. 
 
Moreover, the inclusion of the Key Individuals subgraph acknowledges the 
significance of individual actors in the societal narrative. It highlights individuals 
involved in protests, reporting, and political activities, emphasizing that individual 
actions can significantly influence the collective narrative and societal outcomes. 
 
The intricacy of this visualization is further enriched by the relationships between 
nodes, denoted by edges. These edges, colored green for affinity or support and red 
for opposition or antagonism, transform the graph into a dynamic map of alliances 
and conflicts. They provide insight into the stance of various entities, especially 
concerning Goyo´s, the opposition movement, mapping out a narrative of conflict, 
camaraderie, support, and suppression. 
 
In essence, this visualization is more than a graph; it's a window into the depths of 
societal structures. It offers not just a snapshot of entities and their interrelations but 
also a deeper understanding of the underlying forces, human stories, and stark 
realities shaping our collective existence. Whether used for academic purposes, 
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strategic planning, or gaining insights, this visualization serves as a powerful tool in 
unraveling the complex web of societal dynamics, offering a pathway to deeper 
understanding and comprehensive analysis. 
 
As we transition from the haunting insights of the initial section, we extend an 
invitation to you to progress with us into the subsequent section, “Governance and 
Justice: Navigating the Complex Terrain of Human Rights and Historical Atrocities,” 
in Section 3. This part pledges a deeper exploration into the nuanced relationship 
among state administration, legal integrity, and the advocacy for human rights 
amidst historical grievances. In this chapter, we chart the intricate and critical routes 
that nations embark upon to confront their historical shadows and navigate toward 
a future of fairness and integrity.  
 
In this insightful voyage as we dissect the complex challenges emerging from the 
remnants of historical wrongs. Engage with thought-stimulating reflections, 
meticulous examinations, and compelling accounts that illuminate the intricate 
equilibrium between sovereign rule and the of human rights. 
 
Section 3 stands ready to decipher the entanglements of governance and justice, 
contributing to a pivotal conversation about our shared history, the current state, 
and the direction ahead. Your engagement with these pages transcends mere 
perusal; it symbolizes a commitment to witness, comprehend, and influence our 
collective trajectory. 
 

Preliminary conclusions 
 
The era of the 1940s and 1950s in Mexico, marked by socio-political and economic 
transformations, is crucial for understanding the context of the Poza Rica Massacre 
in October 1958. This period, characterized by President Miguel Alemán Valdés's 
economic growth policies, simultaneously sowed the seeds of unrest due to socio-
political challenges and labor movement suppression. 
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Economic modernization efforts spurred industrialization but also led to significant 
socio-economic challenges, notably the devaluation of the Mexican Peso in 1948, 
which exacerbated social discontent. The era is also notable for the complex 
interplay between the government and labor movements, exemplified by the 
Confederation of Workers of Mexico (CTM),24 which was tightly controlled by the 
Alemán regime. This control, along with the government's strategy of co-opting 
major unions through "Charrismo",25 precipitated movements such as the Railroad 
Workers Movement of 1958, underscoring the ongoing struggle for improved 
conditions and representation. 
 
Poza Rica, Veracruz, became a critical flashpoint of these national tensions, leading 
to the Goyo's Massacre in 1958, a tragic outcome of the period's broader economic 
pressures, government policies, and social unrest. This event encapsulated the 
era's broader conflicts, highlighting the fight for labor rights and resistance against 
political oppression. 
 
The nationalization of oil in 1938 and Jaime José Merino's tenure (1941-1959) 
highlighted the region's economic and industrial growth but were tainted by 

 
24 Established during the 1930s while President Lázaro Cárdenas was in office, the Confederation of 
Mexican Workers (CTM) rose to prominence as a key player in Mexico's labor movement and its 
political landscape. This era was a time of considerable change in Mexican political life, defined by 
Cárdenas's leadership, which was noted for major social reforms and an emphasis on the rights of 
workers. As a leading labor union in Mexico, the CTM was crucial in driving this change, affecting 
the way labor was structured and swaying political discussions. See. Reyna, J. L., & Trejo Delarbre, 
R. (1981). The working class in the history of Mexico: From Adolfo Ruiz Cortines to Adolfo López 
Mateos (1952-1964). In Siglo XXI (pp. 7-78). 
25 In Mexico, "charrismo" refers to a style of union leadership marked by authoritarianism, corruption, 
and anti-democratic tactics used by union officials to dominate workers and secure job stability in a 
way that favors both employers and the state apparatus. Emerging in the 1940s, the concept is linked 
to various manipulative strategies including nepotism, assimilation of opposition, stifling of internal 
disagreement, and the significant absence of genuine representation of employees in the unions' 
decision-making. The practice of charrismo in unions has faced condemnation for contributing to 
the suppression of wage growth and the erosion of workers' rights. See. Xelhuantzi López, M. (2019) 
101 Years of Union Control in Mexico (1918-2019): The Reasons Behind Low Wages and 
Inequality.México: Cisnegro. Lectores de alto riesgo/Clavería 22/Coincide, 2019, 464 p. 
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corruption and the continuation of Caciquismo, reflecting the complex relationship 
between government actions and the legacy of the Mexican Revolution. 
 
The Federal Security Directorate (DFS)'s role reveals the extent of state surveillance 
and control, highlighting the government's mechanisms for maintaining security 
and their impact on society. This, coupled with insights into political figures and 
parties, movements and organizations, and military forces, provides a 
comprehensive understanding of the political maneuvers, grassroots activism, and 
the balance of power, including the state's capacity for protest repression. 
 
The analysis also emphasizes the significant impact of individual actors within these 
structures, showcasing the critical roles played in the collective narrative. The 
visualization of alliances and conflicts, particularly regarding the opposition 
movement The Goyo´s, offers a deeper understanding of the political and social 
stances of various entities. 
 
This in-depth examination of mid-20th century Mexico provides a window into the 
complex societal dynamics of the time, highlighting the power of visualization in 
unraveling these complexities and offering profound insights into the forces, stories, 
and realities that shaped the collective existence of the nation. 
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Sec)on 3 Convergence and Complexity: The Mul)faceted 
Network of Actors and Vic)ms in the 1958 Poza Rica 
Goyo’s Massacre 
 
The formation of the network surrounding the Goyo’s Massacre in Poza Rica in 1958 
was a complex process shaped by a multitude of actors and victims who found 
themselves intertwined due to a series of events and circumstances. While a 
detailed documentation of this specific network's origins may not be available in the 
provided information, it is possible to identify key elements that likely contributed to 
its establishment: 
 
1. Primary Victims and Their Support Network:  The nucleus of the network 
consisted of those directly affected by the massacre, including their immediate 
families and close companions, all of whom played a central role in its genesis. Their 
shared experience of trauma, sorrow, and a shared commitment to seeking justice 
forged a strong and cohesive connection among them. 
 
2. Activists and Human Rights Defenders:  The network could have been enriched 
by the involvement of individuals and organizations dedicated to championing 
human rights, social justice, and the preservation of historical memory. Their 
unwavering commitment to exposing human rights violations and seeking justice 
was instrumental. 
 
3. Researchers and Academics: Professionals specializing in fields such as history, 
politics, and human rights, particularly those with an interest in collective memory 
and historical truth, might have contributed to the network by providing valuable 
knowledge and intellectual support. 
 
4. Local Communities: Residents of Poza Rica and neighboring areas, both directly 
affected by the massacre and those who felt a strong connection to the events, may 
have come together to form a network based on mutual support and shared 
activism. 
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5. Governmental and Non-Governmental Institutions:  State bodies responsible for 
human rights and non-governmental organizations focused on transitional justice, 
historical memory, and victim reparations could have played a significant role in 
both shaping and backing the network. See Figure 4. 
 

Figure 4 Network of Actors and Vic/ms in the 1958 Poza Rica Goyo’s Massacre 

 
Source: Own elaboration. 

 
The Figure 4 show the Network of Actors and Victims in the 1958 Poza Rica Goyo’s 
Massacre, therefore, likely emerged from the convergence of these and other 
stakeholders, all driven by a common objective: to uncover the truth, seek justice, 
provide reparations, and preserve the historical memory surrounding the tragic 
events of the massacre. This diverse assembly of individuals and groups exemplifies 
the multifaceted nature of efforts to address and remember such historical 
atrocities.  
 
According to Figure 4, the political arena buzzes with activity, headlined by figures 
like Adolfo López Mateos, whose presidential campaign promises to steer the nation 
through times of change and uncertainty. In this cluster, political rallies, debates, 
and strategic alliances, such as those between López Mateos and Manuel Salas 
Castelán, mark the complex dance of democracy and governance. 
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In the shadows, security agents, including the notorious DFS and its agents like 
Eliseo Castro Reina, 26  weave a dense web of surveillance and control. Their 
operations, hidden from public view, are crucial to state security but also raise 
profound questions about privacy and civil liberties. Incidents like the covert 
surveillance of union meetings or the clandestine espionage activities under 
Gilberto Suárez Torres's27 supervision reflect the delicate balance between national 
security and individual freedoms. 
 
Within this complex structure, several agents play key roles. Eliseo Castro Reina, an 
agent of the DFS, specializes in espionage and monitoring, particularly noted for 
tracking unionists in Poza Rica. On the other hand, Gilberto Suárez Torres, acting as 
the Deputy Director of the DFS, oversees espionage operations, ensuring the 
efficiency and discretion of intelligence activities. 
 

 
26 Eliseo Castro Reina was an agent of the political police in Mexico, specifically of the Federal 
Security Directorate (DFS). He is mentioned in the context of carrying out espionage and surveillance 
activities against militants of an opposition union group in Poza Rica, Veracruz, in the 1950s. Castro 
Reina was assigned to monitor the socio-political movements in the region during those years. See.   
See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. p.47 
27 Gilberto Suárez Torres was a Deputy Director of the Federal Security Directorate (DFS) in Mexico. 
In the context of the document provided, it is mentioned that Suárez Torres endorsed electoral fraud 
in the municipal elections of Poza Rica, Veracruz, where the PRI candidate, Manuel Salas Castelán, 
obtained most votes. Suárez Torres was also involved in reports related to the development of the 
voting process in the region. See.   See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. p.54 
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At a more detailed level of information gathering and reporting, other DFS agents 
like Guillermo Naranjo Aragón,28 Luis Ramos Palacios,29 and Pedro Vázquez Torres30 
contribute significantly. These agents focus on gathering information and 
generating reports about political activities and conflicts, mainly in areas of interest 
such as Poza Rica. Their reports are crucial for decision-making and the formulation 
of security strategies within the organization. 
 
This group of agents, with their varied specializations and focus areas, forms an 
intricate and efficient network of surveillance and espionage. Although their actions 
are vital for the protection and security of the state, they continually spark debates 

 
28 Guillermo Naranjo Aragón was an agent of the Federal Security Directorate (DFS) in Mexico. In the 
document provided, it is mentioned that Naranjo Aragón reported on the political actions and 
negotiations taking place in Poza Rica, Veracruz, in relation to the PRI's candidacy for the municipal 
presidency. It is also highlighted that Naranjo Aragón reported on the activities of various political 
actors in the region, including members of the Mexican Catholic Youth Association and the Union 
Unity Resistance Front of Section 30 of the STPRM. See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. p.49 
29 Luis Ramos Palacios was another agent of the Federal Security Directorate (DFS) in Mexico, 
according to the document provided. It is noted that Ramos Palacios carried out espionage and 
surveillance tasks on members of the Democratic Party of Poza Rica in Poza Rica, Veracruz. 
Additionally, it mentions that he reported on judicial decisions in cases of homicide complaints 
against members of Section 30 of the STPRM, where some accused were acquitted due to lack of 
evidence. It is also mentioned that Ramos Palacios documented the obstruction of access to justice 
claimed by militants of the PDP and their strategies to change the Public Ministry that hindered the 
investigations. See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. 
pp. 71-72 
30  Pedro Vázquez Torres was an agent of the Federal Security Directorate (DFS) involved in 
documenting and reporting events that took place in Poza Rica, Veracruz, in October 1958. He is 
mentioned in the document as responsible for collecting information and presenting reports on the 
events that occurred on that specific date. See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. p. 48. p.67 
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and concerns about how far they should go in safeguarding security without 
infringing upon the rights and freedoms of individuals. 
 

Forging Solidarity: The Labor Movement's Role in Poza Rica's Socio-
Poli:cal Landscape and the Impact of Key Organiza:ons 
 
The labor movement, propelled by entities such as the Resistance Front and Union 
Unity and Defense Group 'Gregorio L. González' (Frente de Resistencia and Grupo 
Unidad y Defensa Sindical “Gregorio L. González”).31 It champions the quest for 
equitable wages and safe working environments, a mission highlighted by 
significant strikes and protests. These actions underscore the unions' integral role 
in sculpting both the labor market and social policies. Their alliances, forged through 
solidarity and shared goals, become especially influential during election seasons 
and in legislative arenas, marking their significance in the socio-political landscape. 
 
In the dynamic mosaic of societal evolution and advancement, the labor movement 
consistently arises as a fundamental agent of change. It represents the working 
class's ambitions in the face of prevalent political and corporate influence. The 
narrative of labor activism extends beyond simple demands for fair pay or safe 
conditions; it symbolizes an enduring fight for respect, equality, and the inherent 
rights of the workforce. Within this extensive narrative, specific groups and influential 
figures stand out, marked by their contributions to the labor movement and their 
impact on the broader political scene. This exploration delves into the complex 
relationships among these actors, focusing on the Resistance Front and Union Unity 

 
31 The "Resistance Front" and the "Union Unity and Defense Group 'Gregorio L. González'" were 
organizations formed by dissenting oil workers in Poza Rica, Veracruz. These groups emerged in 
response to poor practices and the feudal control exerted by figures like Pedro Vivanco García and 
Jaime José Merino in the region. The members of these groups, popularly known as Goyo´s, fought 
to defend their labor rights and oppose the situation of authoritarianism and repression experienced 
in the area. Since 1954, these groups began to suffer persecution due to their opposition activities. 
See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. p. 45. p.47 
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and Defense Group 'Gregorio L. González'', and other key participants in the labor 
movement, set against the vibrant backdrop of Poza Rica. 
 
Central to this story is the National Revolutionary Coalition (Coalición Nacional 
Revolucionaria) (CNR), 32  a political alliance that epitomizes the defense of civil 
liberties. In a society teetering on the verge of political turmoil, the CNR emerges as 
a robust defense against the surge of tyranny. Its role in driving political activism in 
Poza Rica goes beyond mere support gathering; it cultivates a spirit of hope and 
perseverance among the populace. The CNR's actions are part of a larger, more 
meaningful struggle for justice and societal fairness. 
 
Working alongside the CNR's endeavors are the initiatives of the Union Unity 
Resistance Front of Section 30 of the STPRM (Frente de Resistencia de Unidad 
Sindical de la Sección 30 del STPRM).33 This union represents more than a collective 
of workers; it embodies political unity and the ambitions of the syndicalist ideology. 
In the local elections of Poza Rica, the organization's impact was unmistakable. It 
aimed not just to influence the electoral outcomes but to make a profound 
declaration – a reflection of the workers' collective desires and a resonance with the 
broader pursuit of societal advancement. 
 

 
32 The "National Revolutionary Coalition" (CNR) was a grouping that brought together contingents 
from the Committee for Civic Rights of Poza Rica, oil workers from the "Gregorio L. González" Union 
Unity and Defense Group, as well as workers and peasants in the Poza Rica region, Veracruz. This 
coalition aimed to fight against authoritarianism, repression, and the poor practices of figures such 
as Pedro Vivanco and Jaime J. Merino, who were seen as exploiters of the oil industry and enemies 
of the people. The CNR supported the candidacy of Adolfo López Mateos and opposed the local 
caciques who exercised control and repression in the region. See. National Human Rights 
Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023.  Op cit. p. 48. p.49 
33 The "Union Unity Resistance Front of Section 30 of the STPRM" was a group formed by dissenting 
oil workers in Poza Rica, Veracruz. This group was organized as a response to the unfavorable 
conditions, mistreatment, and repression that workers were suffering at the hands of the directors of 
the new state-owned oil company and their union representatives. The Resistance Front fought to 
defend the labor rights of workers and oppose the use of unions as mechanisms of control rather 
than justice for workers. This dissenting group, also known as Goyo´s," began to suffer persecution 
starting in 1954 due to their actions against the abusive practices of local authorities. See. National 
Human Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023.  Op cit. p. 43 p.45 
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Additionally, the Resistance Front and Union Unity and Defense Group 'Gregorio L. 
González'' plays a significant role. This group's mission surpasses conventional 
labor rights defense; its activities in Poza Rica signify a deeper, inherent battle 
against systemic disparities. The syndicate's name has become a symbol of 
tenacity, embodying a steadfast pursuit of justice amid daunting challenges. 
 
Key individuals within these movements also play critical roles. P1,34 a beacon of 
democratic leadership, demonstrates political bravery in the face of adversaries. 
The events of October 6 and the ensuing legal actions serve as poignant reminders 
of the price of political commitment and the sacrifices inherent in the pursuit of 
justice. P26,35 a petroleum worker and a member of the Goyo’s, personifies the 
movement's militant spirit. 

 
34 IDENTITY RESERVED, Code P1. Prof. P1 is referenced in the context of his presence at activities 
concerning the violent incidents in Poza Rica, Veracruz, during October 1958. Descriptions highlight 
his association with a contingent of "Goyistas" and his involvement in holding Section 30 members 
of the S.T.P.R.M. responsible for the catastrophic occurrences on that specific date. 
P1 is mentioned in the following documents from the provided archive: 
- Detailed report of March 28, 2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of the National Commission, on 
the testimony of P32, about the events of October 6, 1958. 
- Detailed report of March 27, 2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of the National Commission, on 
the testimony of Q1, about the events of October 6, 1958. 
- Detailed report of March 28, 2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of the National Commission, on 
the testimony of Q10 and Q9, about the events of October 6, 1958. 
- Detailed report dated June 9, 2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of the National Commission, 
which accounts for the inspection carried out in the General Archive of the Nation on the records of 
the Ministry of the Interior, Federal Security Directorate section, of various individuals, including P1. 
- Detailed report dated August 22, 2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of the National Commission, 
which accounts for the inspection carried out in the General Archive of the Nation on the records of 
the Ministry of the Interior, Federal Security Directorate section, of various files, including that of P1. 
These documents contain relevant information about P1 and his involvement in the events that 
occurred in October 1958 in Poza Rica, Veracruz. 
35 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P26. P26 is identified as the parent of Q13 and Q14. Testimonies 
collected by the National Human Rights Commission allude to P26's demise on October 10, 1958, 
linking it to the disturbances of October 6, 1958, in Poza Rica, Veracruz. Insights from Q13 and Q14 
shed light on P26's participation in these incidents and detail the conditions leading to his passing. 
Documentation in the provided archive references P26 as follows: 
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The narratives of P47, 36  and other activists, who engage in activism against 
opposition, add further layers to this complex tale. Their participation in political 
mobilization and their resistance to surveillance and scrutiny reflect the broader 
struggle of the movement – a struggle as much about resisting tyranny as about 
asserting one's rightful place within the societal structure. 
 
The personal accounts of individuals like Q4,37 and V138 add a profound, intimate 
dimension to the story. These are not mere anecdotes; they are the direct 
experiences of those at the forefront of the struggle. The October 6 massacre, the 

 
- Detailed report dated June 9, 2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of the National Commission, 
which accounts for the inspection carried out in the General Archive of the Nation on the records of 
the Ministry of the Interior, Federal Security Directorate section, of various individuals, including P26. 
- Detailed report dated August 22, 2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of the National Commission, 
which accounts for the inspection carried out in the General Archive of the Nation on the records of 
the Ministry of the Interior, Federal Security Directorate section, of various files, including that of P26. 
36 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P47. P47 is mentioned as an individual who was arrested and handed 
over to the federal authorities in Tuxpan, Veracruz, on September 27, 1958. Described as a medical 
officer, P47 is labeled as a "communist cell from Poza Rica." Additionally, it is noted that P47 
attempted to prevent the reading of the official decree declaring Lic. Adolfo López Mateos as the 
elected president, assaulting authorities, and attendees. P47 is mentioned in the following document 
from the provided archive: 
- Detailed report dated September 21, 2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of the National 
Commission, describing the arbitrary detention of P47 by Army elements on September 27, 1958, in 
Tuxpan, Veracruz. This document details the circumstances of P47's detention and the accusations 
against him. 
37 IDENTITY RESERVED, code Q4.  Q4 is an individual whose testimony was collected by staff from 
the National Human Rights Commission (CNDH) in relation to the events of October 6, 1958. Q4 is 
mentioned with testimony about their involvement in the events of October 6, 1958, was collected 
by staff of the National Human Rights Commission (CNDH). Additionally, in section 6, reference is 
made to a detailed report prepared by the deputy visitor of the CNDH. Detailed report of March 29, 
2023, prepared by the deputy visitor of this National Commission, on the testimony of Q4, regarding 
their participation in the events of October 6, 1958. 
38 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V1. V1 refers to a specific individual whose testimony or involvement 
in the events of October 6, 1958, is mentioned in the report. According to the information provided 
in section 60, V1 was one of the individuals who lost their life during the march on October 6, 1958. 
V1 is described as a retired oil worker and sympathizer of the movement, who was friends with V23. 
Additionally, it is mentioned that V1 took part in the protests the elections that had been boycotted. 
CNDH, Special Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed Report of testimony of Q8 collected by staff of this CNDH. 
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political persecution, and the subsequent events are not just historical occurrences; 
they represent chapters in the collective memory of the movement, marking the 
journey undertaken and the battles fought. 
 
The detention and forced disappearance of V23 39  & V24, 40  leaders of the 
Revolutionary Workers' Party Trotskyist (Partido Obrero Revolucionario Trotskista) 
P.O.R.T.,41 in 1966, mark a somber episode in this narrative. These events are not 
simply acts of political suppression; they symbolize a systematic endeavor to quell 
dissent and suppress the emerging tide of resistance. 
 
 

 
39 IDENTITY RESERVED, CODE V23. In the context of the provided document, V23 refers to a specific 
individual whose involvement in the events of October 6, 1958, and subsequent political situations is 
mentioned in the report. According to information provided in sections 67, 79, 75, 74, V23 was an 
individual involved in political and social activities in Poza Rica, Veracruz, during that period. V23 was 
a victim of arrests, disappearances, political persecution, and espionage by the DFS (Federal 
Security Directorate). It is described that V23 was accused of causing an explosion in a refinery, 
despite being a doctor who cared for humble people. Furthermore, it is mentioned that V23 was 
imprisoned in Lecumberri prison for two or three years and that their family had to move to Mexico 
City to visit him. See. CNDH, Special Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed report dated September 22, 2023. 
40  V24 is described as having been a victim of political persecution, arbitrary detentions, and 
surveillance by Mexican police and security agencies. After enduring eight years of espionage and 
persecution, V24 was forcibly disappeared by elements of the DFS, according to a report by Captain 
Fernando Gutiérrez Barrios, the Federal Security Director. V24 is referenced in connection with their 
forced disappearance alongside V23 and other militants of the Revolutionary Workers' Party 
(Trotskyist) in Poza Rica, Veracruz, in December 1966. It is mentioned that V24 suffered from political 
persecution, arbitrary detentions, and surveillance by the Mexican authorities. See. CNDH, Special 
Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed report dated September 20, 2023. 
41 Revolutionary Workers' Party (Trotskyist). This political party was active in the Poza Rica region, 
Veracruz, during the period analyzed in the report. It is mentioned that leaders and militants of the 
R.W.P.T. were involved in political and social events in the area, facing political persecution, arbitrary 
detentions, and surveillance by Mexican authorities, as described in sections of the document. 
The Revolutionary Workers' Party (Trotskyist) was a political organization that followed the ideas and 
principles of Trotskyism, a branch of Marxism associated with the thought of Leon Trotsky. The party 
advocated for socialist revolution and workers' struggle, and its militants were active in promoting 
these ideals in the Poza Rica region, Veracruz. See. National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. 
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Complex Webs of Struggle: Enriching the Narra:ve of Labor Uprising and 
Civil Rights in Poza Rica 
 
Incorporating the additional information provided, the narrative of the labor uprising 
is enriched and becomes more complex, with a web of characters and events that 
highlight the multifaceted nature of the struggle. The Resistance Front and Union 
Unity and Defense Group 'Gregorio L. González'', which stands at the forefront of the 
fight for labor rights, is part of a broader mosaic of resistance that includes various 
figures and factions, each contributing to the overarching narrative of defiance and 
demands for justice. 
 
Agustín Ríos,42 a young child, tragically becomes a symbol of the innocent lives lost 
in the October 6th Massacre an event that epitomizes the brutal consequences of 
the struggle for civil rights. The National Revolutionary Coalition (CNR) represents a 
political coalition dedicated to the defense of civil rights, and through its opposition, 
it orchestrates political mobilization in Poza Rica, demonstrating the intrinsic link 
between labor movements and broader political activism.  
 
Dr. V23, as the President of the Municipal Committee of the CNR, exemplifies 
political leadership within the CNR, signaling the movement's intersection with 
formal political structures and the strategic push for opposition movements in Poza 
Rica. The CNR members, such as P15, P16, Prof. P17, and P18,43 are depicted as 

 
42 Agustín Ríos is mentioned in connection with a photograph of a 3-year-old baby. On the back of 
the photograph, the caption "Agustín Ríos" is read, when reviewing photographs of the wounded 
and dead from the massacre. CNDH, Special Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed report dated September 21, 
2023. 
43  IDENTITY RESERVED, code P15, code P16, code P17 and code P18.In Poza Rica, Veracruz, 
individuals identified as P15, P16, P17, and P18 played pivotal roles as main agitators within the 
political movement, closely associated with the "GOYOS and the Poza Rican Democratic Party." 
Alongside other influential leaders, including Prof. P1, Dr. Major V27, and V23, these figures were 
central to the local political and social landscape. Their involvement in various political and social 
activities marked them as notable personalities during the period examined. Collectively, their 
actions and associations underscored their significant contribution to the political dynamism and 
social engagement within the region, highlighting their roles in shaping the discourse and actions of 
the period in question. CNDH, Special Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed report dated September 21, 2023. 
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activists who partake in the opposition movements, playing pivotal roles in both the 
October 6th Massacre and the subsequent legal actions. See Figure 5 
 

Figure 5 Diagram of Dynamics: The Labor Uprising and Civil Rights Movement in Poza Rica 1958 
 

 
 

 
Source: Own elaboration. 

 
The narrative is further populated by individuals such as P26, oil worker and a 
militant of the Goyo’s, whose assassination in 1958 is a stark reminder of the 
personal risks involved in such a movement. Leaders of the CNR, like P3144 and P1, 
are portrayed as beacons of political leadership, orchestrating political 
mobilizations that resonate throughout the ranks of the opposition. 
 
The recounting of these events would be incomplete without the witnesses—
adolescents, young individuals, and siblings—whose testimonies provide a 

 
44 P31 is referred to as one of the bodyguards of a person mentioned in the document. P31 is 
described as one of the individuals who accompanied and protected this person in their daily life, 
playing an active role in their personal security. See. CNDH, Special Office, File 6979, Detailed Record 
dated September 21, 2023. 
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harrowing account of the atrocities faced by the activists, such as the October 6th 
Massacre and the assassination of P13.45 Their stories serve not only as a record of 
the events but also as a powerful tool in the fight against oppression and the quest 
for historical truth. 
 
The labor movement is marred by violence, with numerous victims, including the 
likes of V1, a retired PEMEX worker, and other civilians, who stand as tragic 
testaments to the cost of activism and the ruthless suppression by those in power. 
Political detainees like V23 and V24, leaders of the P.O.R.T., and the leaders of the 
PDP like V27 46 , face detention and enforced disappearance, highlighting the 
extreme dangers of political militancy. 
 

 
45 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P13, P13 was the boyfriend of a friend of a witness and was killed 
during a shootout in which several people died in Poza Rica, Veracruz. The witness recounts that, 
upon leaving the cinema, the shootout occurred, and P13 lost his life, along with others. CNDH, 
Special Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed report of testimony from Q7 collected by staff of this CNDH. CNDH, 
Special Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed report dated September 21, 2023. 
46 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V27, V27 is recognized i as a key figure within the Democratic Party of 
Poza Rica, acclaimed as a prominent community leader. He was subjected to espionage, political 
persecution, and arbitrary detention by the authorities of the time, highlighting his active involvement 
in the Revolutionary Workers' Party and his participation in political movements that positioned him 
against local and federal authorities. V27, who was also a physician, is depicted through the 
testimony of his daughter, Q11, collected by the National Human Rights Commission (CNDH). She 
describes him as a doctor committed to serving the most disadvantaged communities, unjustly 
accused of causing an explosion at a refinery despite his dedication to the welfare of those in need. 
In the context of political activities and persecution between 1958 and 1966, the testimony of Q12, 
V27's son, is included, detailing the political violence his father faced. Moreover, V27 is mentioned as 
a prominent leader of the Democratic Party of Poza Rica, who was arbitrarily detained in September 
1958 by Army personnel, based on reports of his detention and political endeavors. CNDH, Oficina 
Especial, Exp. 6979, Acta circunstanciada de fecha 21 de septiembre de 2023. p.51 
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The role of the media is exemplified by V29,47 an editor from El Diario, who not only 
reports on the events but also falls victim to the violence, underscoring the perils 
faced by those who dare to speak out. The collective grief and unresolved anguish 
are encapsulated by the mention of numerous unidentified wounded and 
deceased, whose fates remain a silent testament to the era's turmoil. 
 

Unified Struggle and Resilience: The Na:onal Revolu:onary Coali:on's 
Crusade for Civil Rights and Fairness in 1958 
 
The extensive account of the National Revolutionary Coalition (CNR) relentless 
campaign unfolds against a society undergoing significant change, standing as a 
deep affirmation of the persistent spirit of defiance and the continuous quest for 
fairness. This account transcends a mere record of happenings; it weaves together 
a complex tapestry of personal stories, joint efforts, and the fundamental principles 
fueling the quest for respect and fairness. At the heart of this narrative are entities 
such as CNR's and individuals whose existence and deeds have become indelibly 
woven into the nation's historical narrative. 
 
The CNR, as a political coalition, emerges as a beacon of civil rights defense, taking 
center stage in the opposition's concerted efforts to reshape societal norms and 
governmental policies. Their political mobilization in Poza Rica epitomizes the 
power of collective action, demonstrating a commitment to ideals that transcend 
the immediate political landscape and tap into the universal aspirations for freedom 
and justice. See the next Figure 6. 
 
 

 
47 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V29. V29 refers to a journalist who was murdered near the offices of El 
Diario newspaper in Poza Rica, Veracruz, in August 1960. It is mentioned that V29 was known for 
writing critical articles against local authorities and was considered a restless person. Additionally, it 
is suggested that his murder could be related to his knowledge about those responsible for the 
massacre that occurred in October 1958 in Poza Rica. See. Detailed record dated March 28, 2023, 
prepared by the assistant visitor of this National Commission, regarding the testimony of Q16 about 
the involvement of his father V29 in relation to the events of October 6, 1958, and his subsequent 
death. 
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Figure 6 Network of Defiance: Char/ng the CNR's Role in the Labor Movement and Poli/cal 
Ac/vism in Poza Rica 1958 

 

 
 
Source: Own elaboration. 

 
Dr. V23, presiding over the Municipal Committee of the CNR, exemplifies political 
leadership that is both visionary and pragmatic. His guidance during the opposition 
movements in Poza Rica underlines the importance of strategic direction in the face 
of systemic challenges. It is under his leadership that the CNR orchestrates its most 
impactful demonstrations, proving that the commitment to democratic ideals can 
foster real change even in the most resistant of environments.  
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The labor movement, represented by the "Gregorio L. González" Union of Unity and 
Defense Group, for the defense of labor rights within Poza Rica is not only a fight for 
fair working conditions but also a battle against the systemic exploitation that has 
long silenced the working class. Their movements are a testament to the power of 
organized labor and the critical role it plays in the broader fight for social justice. 
 
The personal stories of individuals like P1, a democratic leader, bring a human face 
to the political struggle. His leadership in the aftermath of the October 6th Massacre 
and the ensuing legal battles underscores the personal cost of standing against 
tyranny. His resilience serves as inspiration for the countless others who join the 
ranks of the opposition. Members of the CNR, including P15, P16, Prof. P17, and P18, 
embody the spirit of political activism. Their participation in the opposition 
movements within Poza Rica is a vibrant illustration of how dedicated individuals 
can unite under a common cause to challenge and potentially overturn oppressive 
systems. The story of P26,48 an oil industry worker and a fervent member of the 
Goyo’s, serves as a poignant illustration of the extreme sacrifices characterizing the 
history of workers' movements. His untimely death in 1958 starkly highlights the risks 
undertaken by individuals who confront established norms. Key figures in the CNR, 
like P31 49  and P1, exemplify the strategic foresight and visionary direction that 
energize the coalition's endeavors.  
 

 
48 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P26. Detailed record dated March 28, 2023, prepared by the assistant 
visitor of this National Commission, regarding the testimony of Q16 about the involvement of his 
father V29 in relation to the events of October 6, 1958, and his subsequent death. CNDH, Special 
Office, File 6979, Detailed Record of testimony from Q13 and Q14 gathered by personnel of this 
CNDH. 
49 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P31. P31 is mentioned as one of the bodyguards for an individual 
whose father was under surveillance due to his connection with V23. P31 is described as one of the 
competent bodyguards accompanying this individual, who was under constant watch because of 
their association with V23, a politically pursued figure at that time. P31 is referenced in the context of 
providing protection and surveillance for this individual, due to the threats they faced from certain 
groups. It is noted that P31 was one of the bodyguards for someone whose father was followed 
because of his ties to V23. P31 is highlighted as one of the adept bodyguards who were always with 
this individual, constantly monitored because of their link to V23, a political figure targeted during that 
period. CNDH, Special Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed report of testimony from Q12 collected by staff of 
this CNDH. 
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The October 6th Massacre is a watershed moment in the history of the CNR's 
struggle, with P35,50  V7,51 V8,52 P36,53 V9,54  V10,55 V11,56 V21,57 and P3758 standing as 
the wounded victims. Their suffering is a somber reminder of the violent opposition 

 
50 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P35. P35 is mentioned as an individual who witnessed the arrest of 
V23. It is detailed that P35, a 57-year-old PEMEX worker who was injured during the incident, was an 
eyewitness to V23's arrest. Cited by: Libertad Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In:  National 
Human Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. Op cit. p. 63 
51 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V7. V7 is mentioned as one of the individuals injured during the events 
described in the text. It is indicated that V7 was wounded because of a shootout, along with other 
individuals who also sustained injuries. It is noted that during the events of October 7, 1958, V7 was 
injured. Agents Eliseo Castro Reina reported the incident, stating that V7 was among those injured 
during these occurrences. CNDH, Special Office, Exp. 6979, Detailed report dated September 21, 
2023. 
52 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V8. V8, a 35-year-old ice seller, is one of the individuals who recalls 
what transpired on that date. Described as a witness to the events during the suppression of a march 
against the election results, V8 shared their account with the staff of the National Human Rights 
Commission (CNDH) about what they observed that day. It is noted that V8 provided their testimony 
regarding the events of October 6, 1958, specifically during the crackdown on a march protesting the 
election outcomes.  Cited by: Libertad Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In:  National Human 
Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. Op cit. p. 63 
53  IDENTITY RESERVED, code P36. P36, a 25-year-old office worker employed by PEMEX, is 
highlighted in the narrative for their unique perspective and involvement. P36's experiences and 
observations offer valuable insights into the socio-political climate of the time, especially in relation 
to the energy sector and its workers. Cited by: Libertad Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In:  
National Human Rights Commission. (2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. Op cit. p. 63 
54 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V19. V9, a 16-year-old student, was injured in the event. This incident 
sheds light on the broader impact of the unrest on the youth and the educational community. Cited 
by: Libertad Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In:  National Human Rights Commission. 
(2023). Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. Op cit. p. 63 
55 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V10. V10, a 55-year-old carpenter, stands out in the account for a 
particularly harrowing experience. This individual became a direct victim of violence when the 
brother of Police Inspector Ramón Fernández shot him. The incident not only highlights the personal 
risks and dangers faced by ordinary citizens during this tumultuous period but also underscores the 
entanglement of personal vendettas with broader political and social unrest. Cited by: Libertad 
Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In:  National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. Op cit. p. 63 
56 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V11. V11, a 60-year-old retired PEMEX worker, was wounded in the 
events described. This individual's experience brings to light the vulnerability of even the most 
seasoned members of the workforce amid the socio-political upheavals. 
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that movements for change often face, and the physical toll extracted from the 
bodies of those who fight for their beliefs. The activism of militants like P47 and P4859 
represents the continuous push for social justice. Their relentless pursuit of equality 
and fairness keeps the flames of opposition alive, fueling further mobilizations and 
advocacy efforts.  
 
The case of P48, a political militant subjected to espionage and tracking, unveils the 
more insidious methods used by those in power to maintain control. It reveals the 
lengths to which repressive regimes will go to suppress dissent and monitor those 
who represent a threat to their authority. 
 
Prof. P1's leadership within the CNR as the President of the District Committee in 
Poza Rica is emblematic of the critical role that intellectual and organizational 
leadership plays in sustaining and directing protest movements. Under his 

 
57 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V21. V21 refers to one of the individuals impacted by the severe human 
rights violations detailed in Recommendation No. 137VG/2023 issued by the National Human Rights 
Commission. At just 3 years old, V21's experience underscores the profound and indiscriminate 
effects of such violations on individuals of all ages, including the very young. Cited by: Libertad 
Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In:  National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. Op cit. p. 63 
58 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P37. P37, a 24-year-old PEMEX worker, injured in the event. Cited by: 
Libertad Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In:  National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. Op cit. p. 63 
59 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P48.  P48, starting in March 1959, DFS agents monitored and logged 
his political engagements, especially those associated with the La Tarde newspaper. They further 
tracked his dealings with the Attorney General of the Republic. Despite recommendations from the 
Attorney General's aide that he should avoid Poza Rica until the section 30 union elections were 
concluded, his activities remained under close observation. By October 1962, his continued political 
engagements prompted a more rigorous investigation, particularly for his frequent critiques against 
the government. DFS agents sought to attribute the bloody incidents of October 6 to him, noting him 
as a principal instigator of the violence that transpired on October 6, 1958, in Poza Rica, Veracruz. 
CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report dated September 22, 2023. 
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guidance, the CNR's manifestations in Poza Rica become not only a display of 
dissent but also a structured challenge to the prevailing political order. 
 
The experiences of workers like Q4, an oil worker and militant opponent, provide a 
firsthand account of the brutality of the October 6th Massacre and the events that 
follow. Their stories offer a visceral connection to the realities of the struggle, serving 
as both a historical record and a call to action. The victims of the October 6th 
Massacre, such as V1, a retired PEMEX worker, and V2,60 a participant in the protest, 
are poignant examples of the indiscriminate violence that often meets those who 
revolt against injustice. Their fates are a chilling reminder of the personal risks 
inherent in the fight for progress and reform. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
60 IDENTITY RESERVED, code V2.  Mrs. V2, positioned at the back, chose not to run away upon 
hearing gunshots but instead turned towards the assailants and threw back an unexploded grenade 
at them. Subsequently, she attempted to aid a wounded individual. At that moment, Leónidas Barra, 
a gunman for Pedro Vivanco, fatally shot her in the heart. As V2 fell, her final words were: "I die for 
freedom!" Unsatisfied with just ending her life, Leónidas Barra walked up to her. body and furiously 
kicked it. Cited by: Libertad Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In: CNDH (2023) 
RECOMENDACIÓN NO. 137VG /2023. P. 63 
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Public Sector Ensemble: Maze of Governance 
 
In the dense landscape of governance and policymaking, individuals, and entities 
like Jaime José Merino,61 Pedro Vivanco García,62 and the Asociación Católica de la 
Juventud Mexicana play pivotal roles, their actions echoing through the social and 
political arenas. 
 
The Directorate of Federal Security (DFS) agents, experts in espionage and 
reporting, contribute to a broader narrative of surveillance and control, shaping the 
political discourse. They operate behind the scenes, their efforts crucial in tracking 

 
61 The document highlights Jaime José Merino as a pivotal figure in various events and situations in 
Veracruz, depicting him as an official involved in numerous controversial actions. These include the 
persecution of political opponents, the imprisonment of dissidents, and alleged human rights 
violations within the Veracruz region. Merino is portrayed as a person of considerable power and 
influence, with extensive political and administrative connections, especially concerning Pemex and 
local authorities. Jaime José Merino is implicated in a series of grievous actions as detailed in the 
document; he is not only associated with the persecution and kidnapping of an individual known as 
V23, but his direct involvement in this case underscores a pattern of corruption. His engagement in 
corrupt practices, peddling influence, and illicitly amassing wealth draws a clear line to his political 
clout, acquired through ethically dubious means. Furthermore, a telegram addressed to the 
President of the Republic and the Secretary of the Interior accuses Merino of conducting targeted 
persecutions and arranging the imprisonment of coalition members in Poza Rica, Veracruz. This 
narrative is situated within a broader context of intimidation and suppression, painting a grim portrait 
of a region suffused with fear and repression, where any dissent against Merino could lead to severe 
consequences. The document meticulously outlines Merino's repressive measures against political 
adversaries in Poza Rica, including incarcerating dissidents and quelling public protests, which 
solidifies his reputation for tyranny. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report dated 
September 19, 2023. p. 49. 
62 Pedro Vivanco García, a figure wielding significant political and union influence in the region of 
Poza Rica, Veracruz, is notorious for his authoritarian practices and for orchestrating political 
repression and violence against dissenters in collusion with Jaime José Merino and other key 
political and union figures. He is notably implicated in a violent incident on October 6, 1958, in Poza 
Rica, where he reportedly unleashed gunfire from his M-1 rifle upon the populace, resulting in deaths. 
His alliance with Merino underscores his substantial sway in political circles, particularly evidenced 
by his role in nominating public office candidates within the region, and further, his concerted efforts 
with other influential actors to quash political opposition in Poza Rica are elaborated upon. Cited by: 
Libertad Magazine, No. 1, Poza Rica, Veracruz, n.d. In:  National Human Rights Commission. (2023). 
Recommendation no. 137 VG/2023. Op cit. p. 63 
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activities and maintaining oversight within the political sphere. This is exemplified in 
the surveillance activities of Eliseo Castro Reina, who monitors union activities in 
Poza Rica, and Gilberto Suárez Torres, 63  who supervises espionage activities, 
ensuring the flow of information to the DFS. 
 
The secret agents of the Municipal Police, designated as executors of violence, 
represent the darker aspects of governance. Their role in events such as the tragic 
Massacre 6 de October highlights the potential for state apparatus to engage in acts 
of severe repression. 
 
In the realm of political support, organizations like The Catholic Association of 
Mexican Youth (Asociación Católica de la Juventud Mexicana)64 play a crucial role. 
They influence the outcome of pivotal events like the municipal elections in Poza 
Rica, demonstrating the significant impact of religious and civil organizations in 
shaping political landscapes. 
 
Figures such as Jaime José Merino, a Pemex official, exert administrative and 
political control, their decisions becoming central in political conflicts such as those 
in Poza Rica. The military, including personnel like Colonel Joaquín Gómez García 
and the soldiers of the 7th Infantry Battalion, enforce the state's authority, sometimes 
with violent repercussions, as seen in their role in suppressing demonstrations and 
their involvement in the Massacre 6 de October. 
 
 

 
63 Federal Deputy Director of Security. According to the information provided in the PDF, Gilberto 
Suárez Torres endorsed controversial actions, such as electoral fraud, and relates to events related 
to human rights violations in Veracruz. His role in overseeing and supporting questionable practices 
during the municipal elections in Poza Rica, Veracruz, is highlighted. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 
6979, Detailed Report dated September 21, 2023. 
64 The Catholic Association of Mexican Youth (ACJM) played a significant role in promoting Christian 
values, the comprehensive development of young people, and their participation in the political and 
social life of Mexico. It was distinguished for its work in defending human rights, social justice, and 
the active involvement of Mexican youth in society. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed 
Report dated September 21, 2023. 
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The narrative further complicates with operatives like Guillermo Naranjo Aragón and 
Luis Ramos Palacios, DFS agents whose reporting on political activities feeds into 
the decision-making processes. Manuel Salas Castelán, a local favorite for political 
office, becomes a nexus of debate and decision, his candidacy for the PRI in local 
elections in Poza Rica indicative of the interplay between individual ambitions and 
the broader political machinery. 
 
Mysterious figures such as P48 engage in political activities and espionage, while 
others, like the anonymous merinista gunmen and unidentified hitmen (sicarios), 
enact violence, contributing to the turmoil and unrest in regions like Poza Rica. 
 
The public sector tableau, this governance maze, is thus a complex web of roles 
and responsibilities. Beyond the visible actors, there are the unnamed and the 
unknown, like V2, a participant in protests, and V6,65  linked to additional victim 
reports, who reflect the countless untold stories in the annals of governance. 
 
As night falls over the city, the work within the governmental chambers continues 
unabated. The labyrinth of governance is in constant flux, shaped by a diverse cast 
of characters whose actions, from the most overt to the most covert, construct the 
intricate mosaic of policy-making and public administration. The stakes are high, 
and the impact of each decision profound, signaling the boundless potential for 
change within this complex framework of power and policy. 
 

Military Cluster: The Might of the 7th Infantry Ba\alion 
 
The information provided portrays a complex landscape where various entities and 
state agents interact in an environment characterized by tension and conflict. The 

 
65  IDENTITY RESERVED, code V6.  In a report dated October 7, Agent Luis Ramos Palacios 
documented the demise of an individual identified as V6. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, 
Detailed Report dated September 21, 2023. p.67 



63 
 

role of the 7th Infantry Battalion,66 under the leadership of Joaquín Gómez García,67 
is central in this scenario. They operate beyond conventional defense 
responsibilities, exerting significant influence on the nation's fabric. 
 
The military's intervention in civil matters, such as the suppression of public dissent 
and involvement in events like the October 6th Massacre, highlights its dual role. It's 
not just a force tasked with protecting state sovereignty but occasionally acts as the 
executing arm of the ruling authority's will. This duality of the military role leads to 
scrutiny under the lens of international law and human rights, questioning the 
proportionality of their response to civil disturbances. 
 
Simultaneously, agents from different security bodies, such as the DFS and 
Municipal Police, are involved in activities ranging from espionage and report 
gathering to the execution of violence. Figures like Eliseo Castro Reina, Fernando 
Gutiérrez Barrios,68 Gilberto Suárez Torres, and Guillermo Naranjo Aragón, play roles 

 
66 The 7th Infantry Battalion is mentioned as the military unit commanded by Colonel Joaquín Gómez 
García during a specific event in which their engagement in violent actions against civilians is 
detailed. The Battalion, under Colonel Joaquín Gómez García’s leadership, arrived in PEMEX trucks 
and took part in aggressive operations against the populace, deploying hand grenades and causing 
deaths and injuries. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report dated September 19, 2023. 
67  Colonel Joaquín Gómez García is noted as the commanding officer of the Infantry Battalion 
involved in a specific incident where he is described as leading violent actions against civilians. The 
document recounts that under his command, the Infantry Battalion arrived in PEMEX trucks and 
engaged in violent confrontations, including shooting, and throwing grenades at the population. The 
following excerpt mentions him. "The Infantry Battalion, commanded by Col. JOAQUIN GOMEZ 
GARCIA, arrived in PEMEX trucks, also opened fire against the people, and it was verified that from 
the buildings of the Petroleum Union and the Consumer Cooperative, multiple hand grenades were 
launched, resulting in over 15 fatalities and more than 60 injured." CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 
6979, Detailed Report dated September 19, 2023. 
68  Captain Fernando Gutiérrez Barrios, Director of Federal Security, authored a report titled 
“REVOLUTIONARY TROTSKYIST WORKERS' PARTY. DETENTION OF REGIONAL COMMITTEE 
LEADERS IN POZA RICA, VER.”, documenting the enforced disappearance of individuals V23, V24, 
among other activists by the Federal Security Directorate (DFS). Following eight years of espionage, 
political persecution, arbitrary detentions, and constant surveillance by the Mexican police and 
security forces, social advocates V23 and V24 were arbitrarily detained again, this time by the 
formidable Federal Security Directorate. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report dated 
September 20, 2023. p. 75 
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that contribute to a broader structure of oversight, political and administrative 
control, and the execution of acts that often end in violence and repression. 
 
This network of interactions and roles highlights the complexity of the relationships 
between the military forces, security bodies, and civil society. The presence and 
actions of these groups and individuals in critical events like the October 6th 
Massacre or the monitoring of unionists in Poza Rica provoke constant debate over 
military ethics principles and the need for a balance between national security and 
the protection of citizens' rights. 
 
Ongoing dialogue about how military and security forces can fulfill their duties 
without compromising the civil liberties they vow to protect is crucial in 
democracies. The visibility of the 7th Infantry Battalion in high-profile operations, as 
well as the actions of DFS agents and other security bodies, make them subjects of 
public and academic discussion, underlining the importance of transparency, 
accountability, and respect for human rights in all state actions. 
 
In this complex and multifaceted context, continuing the analysis requires a deep 
understanding of these agents' and entities' implications and actions in society. 
Including various DFS agents, Municipal Police secret agents, and military 
personnel in significant events like the October 6th Massacre and other acts of 
repression and espionage highlights the intersection between state security, 
politics, and human rights. 
 
The actions of key figures like Jaime José Merino of Pemex, and Joaquín Gómez 
García of the Army, show how military and security influence extends beyond state 
protection to the sphere of political and administrative control. This crossroads 
between military power, state security, and politics can have profound implications 
for a nation's democratic structure, especially concerning the protection or 
suppression of civil liberties. 
 

 
. 
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The dynamics among different actors, including DFS agents like Pedro Vázquez 
Torres and Luis Ramos Palacios, reflect a behavior pattern focused on information 
gathering, espionage, and, in some cases, the execution of acts of violence. These 
actions, often justified under the guise of national security, can lead to human rights 
violations and a climate of fear and distrust among the population. 
 
On the other hand, the existence of testimonies and reports, like those provided by 
characters designated as P47, Q3,69 Q5,70 and others, is crucial for documenting and 
understanding these events. They provide a window into the perceptions and 
experiences of those directly affected by the actions of military and security agents. 

 
69 IDENTITY RESERVED, code Q3.  Q3's testimony provides an intimate look into the harrowing events 
that occurred during a peaceful protest in Poza Rica, aimed at demanding justice for electoral fraud 
in the mayoral election. The march, unfolding along the city's central streets, was brutally interrupted 
by gunfire that broke out near the offices of Union Section 30, marking the beginning of a violent 
repression against the protesters. This act of violence not only demonstrates the harsh response of 
the authorities to legitimate demands for electoral justice but also highlights the resilience and 
bravery of the participants, like Q3's mother, whose steadfast determination to fight and demand 
justice stands out amidst the tragedy. The narrative extends to the horror experienced in the park, 
turned into a death field, and the subsequent dehumanization of the victims, whose bodies were 
treated with unimaginable cruelty. The description of attempts to hide the deaths, by transferring 
bodies to places like Carranza in Puebla and to the furnaces of Mexican Petroleum (Petróleos 
Mexicanos), paints a picture of the extent of efforts to erase evidence of these crimes. CNDH 
RECOMENDATION NO. 137VG /2023. p.57 
70 IDENTITY RESERVED, code Q5.  Q5's harrowing recollection sheds light on the political turmoil and 
brutal suppression that occurred in Poza Rica on October 6, amidst protests electoral fraud. As a 
young member of the communist youth, Q5 witnessed firsthand the violent crackdown against 
demonstrators demanding democratic reforms within the oil union, highlighting the intense struggle 
against Merinismo and Vivanismo. The peaceful march, marked by torches and a symbolic coffin, 
was met with gunfire as it neared the Union Section 30 offices, revealing the authorities' ruthless 
approach to quelling dissent. The account goes on to describe the panic and chaos that ensued, 
with onlookers and protesters alike fleeing from the unexpected violence. The military's role in 
cordoning off the area and aiming guns at those who dared to approach underscores the state's 
complicity in the violence and its efforts to intimidate and control the population. The rumored 
disposal of bodies in the refinery's furnaces and other undisclosed locations speaks to a sinister 
attempt to erase evidence of the massacre. CNDH RECOMENDATION NO. 137VG /2023. p.58 
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These testimonies are fundamental for the accountability process and to ensure 
that events are remembered and serve as lessons for the future. 
 
The October 6th Massacre, along with other pivotal incidents, underscores the 
imperative for a robust legal and moral structure to govern the conduct of armed 
and security personnel. It's crucial to establish stringent oversight, clear 
transparency, and stringent accountability measures. These steps are vital in 
guaranteeing that such forces operate in alignment with the tenets of democracy 
and uphold the sanctity of human rights. 
 
Ultimately, the interaction between the 7th Infantry Battalion, DFS agents, Municipal 
Police, and other actors underscores the importance of maintaining a delicate 
balance between security, order, and freedom. Continuous conversation and public 
scrutiny are vital to ensuring that military and security power is exercised in a 
manner that protects and preserves the fundamental values of a democratic 
society. 
 
The plot thickens when considering the role of characters like Pedro Vivanco García, 
a local leader involved in political control, and others accused of involvement in the 
October 6th Massacre, like Pedro Vivanco, Manuel Salas Castelán, and "El Cuatrero 
Rodríguez," 71  among others. Although these figures are not directly part of the 
military apparatus or security bodies like the DFS, they play a crucial role in the 
power dynamics and interaction between the state and civil society. 
 
The political and administrative control exercised by agents like Jaime José Merino, 
combined with the repression and espionage carried out by the army and the DFS, 
paints a picture of a society where the lines between security, political control, and 
civil rights are dangerously blurred. In this environment, protecting civil rights and 
preserving democratic freedoms become significant challenges. 
 

 
71 On October 8, 1958, DFS agent Pedro Vázquez Torres reported on the position and actions of the 
CNR regarding the events of October 6, mentioning, among others, "El Cuatrero Rodríguez" as 
initiators of the violence. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report dated September 19, 
2023. 
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Echoes of Poza Rica: Voices and Visions in the Press Cluster 
 
In the intricate narrative woven by the Press Cluster, the profound testimonies, and 
scholarly contributions of figures like Edmundo Cárdenas Álvarez72, 73 and Mario A. 
Román del Valle offer multifaceted perspectives on pivotal historical and 
contemporary events. These narratives not only enrich public discourse but also 
serve as essential threads that connect past and present, shedding light on the 
intricate dynamics of society and the relentless pursuit of truth and justice. 
 
Edmundo Cárdenas Álvarez, an esteemed professor, courageously unveils the 
underpinnings of electoral fraud in Poza Rica, providing a chilling testimony that 
delves deep into the layers of corruption and manipulation often concealed beneath 
the veneer of democratic processes. His insights into the Poza Rica electoral fraud 
unveil a narrative that demands collective attention and action, compelling both 

 
72  Edmundo Cárdenas Álvarez, a political advisor to Merino, disclosed that the Merinist faction once 
orchestrated electoral deceit. Military personnel were dispatched to seize the ballot boxes by force. 
In a blatant display of partisanship, PRI adherents filled out ballots to their advantage while discarding 
those in support of Dr. V23. Subsequently, the victory of Salas Castelán was declared by a 
considerable margin, a declaration that ignited widespread public fury and precipitated 
disturbances. CNDH Recommendation No. 137VG/2023 Op. cit., p. 53 
73 The establishment of "La Opinión" by Jaime J. Merino on February 28, 1953, marks a strategic 
endeavor in media manipulation and political influence within the region. Through the acquisition of 
advanced machinery and the strategic placement of Carlos Montaño and Raúl Crespo Rivera in 
pivotal roles, Merino sought to extend his influence beyond mere journalism into a broader sphere 
of power and control. The integration of Professor Edmundo Cárdenas Álvarez and Raúl Gibb 
Quintero into the leadership and management of the newspaper further emphasized a calculated 
blend of local sports, education, and editorial politics, crafting a nuanced network of interests aimed 
at shaping public opinion. "La Opinión" quickly emerged as a key player in the media landscape, 
adept at promoting Merino's political and business agendas. The newspaper's editorial strategy was 
finely tuned to endorse allies while marginalizing or discrediting opponents, effectively serving as an 
instrument of Merino's political machinery. This manipulation not only propelled "La Opinión" to 
significant circulation and popularity but also highlighted the potential of media outlets as formidable 
tools for political and social control. The case of "La Opinión" underscores the critical interplay 
between media power and political strategy, offering a compelling model for understanding the 
dynamics of media influence in shaping societal narratives. Vanguardia Veracruz. (2022, 12 de 
mayo). Aproximación a los medios impresos. Vanguardia de Veracruz. 
https://vanguardiaveracruz.com/aproximacion-a-los-medios-impresos/ 
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society and the Press Cluster to confront the vulnerabilities of democratic 
institutions. 
 
Mario A. Román del Valle,74 a historian deeply immersed in the tapestry of historical 
scholarship, contributes a meticulously documented account of the events in Poza 
Rica. His work transcends mere documentation; it serves as an earnest endeavor to 
piece together the fragmented history, providing a lens through which the present 
can be comprehended within the context of the past. Román del Valle's analytical 
approach to Poza Rica's history furnishes an essential foundation for unraveling the 
intricate socio-political fabric of the region. 
 
The testimonies of individuals such as P14,75 an adolescent witness, and others like 
Q5, Q7, Q9,76 and Q10,77 offer an unfiltered glimpse into the haunting events of the 

 
74 Mario A. Román del Valle, in his book Sangre y lucha democrática en Poza Rica (Blood and 
Democratic Struggle in Poza Rica) Mexico, Códice, 2019, delivers a clear and compelling account of 
the events that unfolded in October 1958, famously referred to as the Goyo´s massacre. The CNDH 
Recommendation No. 137VG/2023 integrates testimonies from this publication, offering a detailed 
recounting of the incidents, events, names, and contexts within its advisory report. 
75 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P14.  P14, a teenager at the time, recounts witnessing the harrowing 
events firsthand in his testimony. He describes how the community's protest electoral fraud 
escalated into the genocide on the evening of October 6, 1958. CNDH. RECOMENDATION NO. 
137VG /2023. p RECOMENDACIÓN NO. 137VG /2023. p.64 
76IDENTITY RESERVED, code Q9.   At the age of eleven, Q9 shares her firsthand account of a march 
that unfolded near her residence on Juárez Avenue, attracted by the crowd summoned through 
loudspeakers. Her curiosity led her to observe the event from its outskirts. She recounts the onset of 
gunfire, lasting around eight to ten minutes, which caused the crowd to scatter towards her location, 
prompting her swift retreat home. In the aftermath, Q9 learned that several of her neighbors were 
mourned, with the death toll reportedly between six to eight individuals, including V1. CNDH, Special 
Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report of testimony from Q9 and Q10 collected by personnel of this 
CNDH. p.62 
77 IDENTITY RESERVED, code Q10.   Q10 provided an account of the events on October 6, 1958, 
detailing the violent suppression of a protest march against electoral results. He reported that 
approximately five hundred individuals were caught between the union headquarters and the post 
office when they were suddenly fired upon for about ten minutes. According to Q10, the death toll 
exceeded the officially reported eight fatalities. Furthermore, he highlighted that atop the "green 
room," armed individuals were poised to shoot, though their identities remained unknown. Q10 also 
recounted his attempt to return to the scene, only to find the army had already secured the area, 
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October 6th Massacre. Their accounts, marked by youthful innocence yet 
shadowed by the gravity of the events they witnessed, vividly depict the tragedy and 
its enduring impact on society. These young voices, often marginalized and 
overlooked, resound powerfully through the Press Cluster, insisting on recognition 
and remembrance. 
 
P2, 78  a journalist within the Press Cluster, not only reports on the October 6th 
Massacre but also bears witness to it, presenting a testimony that bridges the divide 
between observer and participant. The depth of P2's account provides a multi-
dimensional perspective that adds intricate layers to the understanding of the event, 
highlighting the complex interplay between the press and the events they cover. 
 
Within the intricate tapestry of the Press Cluster's narrative, the testimonies, and 
scholarly contributions of individuals like Edmundo Cárdenas Álvarez, Mario A. 
Román del Valle, and others, offer a multi-dimensional perspective on critical 
historical and contemporary events. These testimonies not only enrich public 
discourse but also serve as vital threads that connect past events to present 
narratives, shedding light on the complexities of societal dynamics and the pursuit 
of truth and justice. 
 
Edmundo Cárdenas Álvarez, a distinguished professor, lends his voice to expose 
the undercurrents of electoral fraud in Poza Rica, offering a chilling testimony that 

 
preventing access to demonstrators while attending to the injured and deceased. He additionally 
noted that, because of these events, a journalist with the last name V29 was murdered two years 
later. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report of testimony from Q9 and Q10 collected 
by personnel of this CNDH. p.61 
78 IDENTITY RESERVED, code P2.   Journalist P2 addresses the grim fate of the victims from October 
6, revealing that the decision was made to incinerate the bodies in the furnaces of Petróleos 
Mexicanos. Other methods of disposal were deemed impractical as bodies disposed of far from 
Poza Rica, whether in other states, municipalities, or the Cazones River, were invariably found. 
Moreover, burial in El Súchil, J.J. Merino's private cemetery, posed a risk of exhumation. 
Consequently, cremation was chosen as the most logical and final solution to this issue by Merino. 
To date, there is confirmed knowledge of 16 missing persons with absolutely no clues regarding their 
whereabouts. Mario Gill, "Cancer and Shame of Mexico: Poza Rica de Merino," Protesta Magazine, 
Mexico City, December 11, 1958,  Cited in: CNDH. RECOMMENDATION NO. 137VG/2023, p. 65. 
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delves deep into the corruption and manipulation that often lurk beneath the veneer 
of democratic processes. His insights into the electoral fraud in Poza Rica unravel a 
narrative that demands attention and action, urging society and the Press Cluster to 
reflect on the vulnerabilities of democratic institutions. 
 
Mario A. Román del Valle, a historian deeply immersed in the realm of historical 
scholarship, contributes a meticulously documented narrative of the events in Poza 
Rica. His work transcends mere documentation; it's an effort to piece together the 
fragmented history, offering a lens through which the present can be 
comprehended in the context of the past. Román del Valle's analytical approach to 
the history of Poza Rica provides a foundational understanding that is critical for 
unraveling the complex socio-political tapestry of the region. 
 
The testimonies of individuals like P14, a young witness, and others like Q5, Q7, Q9, 
and Q10, provide an unfiltered and raw glimpse into the harrowing events of the 
October 6th Massacre. Their accounts, marked by the innocence of youth yet 
shadowed by the gravity of the events they witnessed, vividly depict the tragedy and 
its lasting impact on society. These young voices, often overshadowed and 
unheard, emerge powerfully through the Press Cluster, demanding recognition, and 
remembrance. 
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The collective narratives of individuals like Q11,79 the daughter of V23, Q12,80 the son 
of V27, and others who have experienced the loss of family members, bring to the 
forefront the personal and human aspects of tragedy. 
 
As a testament to the resilience and determination of those who strive to understand 
the inexplicable and seek paths to healing and closure, the multifaceted stories 
within this narrative play a vital role. Each account and testimony contribute 
significantly to the collective understanding of social dynamics, the quest for truth, 
and the communal memory. The Press Cluster, dedicated to truth and integrity, 
ensures these stories are not only heard but also contextualized within broader 
societal implications. This underlines the critical role of the Press Cluster as a 

 
79 IDENTITY RESERVED, code Q11.  Q11, daughter of V23, witnessed her father's detention firsthand. 
In her testimony to the CNDH, she recounts one of her most harrowing memories: at 18, she saw her 
father struck on the back of the neck, rendered unconscious, then forcibly taken away in a vehicle. 
V23 was missing for 60 days, with his family's search in jails and hospitals yielding no results. The 
truth surfaced when Q11 saw a TV program labeling a "dangerous criminal" detained, who was, in 
fact, her father. Q11 narrates that her father, a doctor who served the poorest, was wrongfully 
accused of causing a refinery explosion. He was incarcerated in Lecumberri prison for two to three 
years. According to Q11, his "crime" was his dedication to helping the impoverished. The family 
relocated to Mexico City to visit him in the political prisoners' section, meeting others detained for 
political reasons. V23's release was secured through the perseverance of his wife, Mrs. P5, who, after 
lawyers refused the case, managed his release following a meeting with Mrs. P6. Subsequently, the 
family returned to Poza Rica. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed Report of testimony from 
Q11 collected by personnel of this CNDH. p.75 
80 IDENTITY RESERVED, code Q12.  Q12's testimony sheds light on the political violence his father, 
V27, endured. He recalls how his family had to sleep on the floor due to nocturnal shootings at their 
home on 6th Street, engulfed in profound fear, particularly as children. On one occasion, his father 
was deceitfully taken under the guise of meeting a lady, leading to months of detainment in Tuxpan 
alongside V23, always under military watch. Q12 portrays his father as an extraordinary, courageous 
individual, dedicated to his patients, even foregoing a mayoral nomination alongside V23 to prioritize 
his medical calling. Their professional commitment and relationship with V23 made them targets of 
Merino, who perceived them as threats. Despite the dangers, his father was protected by capable 
bodyguards, P30 and P3, ensuring his safety. The detention and subsequent abduction of V23, 
perceived as a communist due to his political interests, mirror the era's political tensions. Q12 
believes his father's dedication to patient welfare and peaceful ideals led to V23's capture by 
Merinistas, culminating in V23's death from brutality. CNDH, Special Office, Case No. 6979, Detailed 
Report of testimony from Q12 collected by personnel of this CNDH. p.80. 
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custodian of truth and a driving force in shaping informed public discourse, 
integrating even the most marginalized voices into the national conversation. 
 
In a democratic society, the press is fundamental, offering a forum for discourse and 
reflecting the diverse aspects of societal events. The Press Cluster, with figures like 
P1, P2, and others, including journalists, historians, and witnesses, is central to this 
dynamic. They steer through the tumultuous seas of information, shedding light on 
truths that might otherwise stay hidden in the public consciousness's shadows. 
 
The case of Edmundo Cárdenas Álvarez, a professor who exposed electoral fraud 
in Poza Rica, highlights the impact of individual testimony in revealing systemic 
problems. His insights into the complexities of electoral processes emphasize the 
thin line between democratic ideals and political machinations. The far-reaching 
effects of his revelations initiate wider discussions on the integrity of democratic 
institutions and the necessity for vigilant supervision. 
 
Mario A. Román del Valle, a historian documenting Poza Rica's events, emphasizes 
the importance of historical context in understanding current affairs. His detailed 
research bridges the past and present, illuminating recurring societal and political 
behaviors. This historical lens is invaluable in grasping contemporary issues and 
crafting informed responses. 
 
The direct accounts of young witnesses to the Massacre of October 6th, such as 
P14, Q5, Q7,81 Q9, and Q10, bring an immediate and tangible dimension to the 
events. Their narratives, unvarnished and stark, vividly portray the day's chaos and 
trauma. These stories serve not just as a record but also as a potent reminder of the 

 
81 IDENTITY RESERVED, code Q7.  Mrs. Q7, in her testimony collected by the CNDH, shares her 
experience at the age of 15, during a period marked by a movement led by the humanitarian figures, 
Doctors V27 and V23, who were well-respected in Poza Rica. She recounts a specific incident when 
her friend, of the same age, and her boyfriend were caught in a shootout after a cinema visit in the 
only movie theater in Poza Rica, located in section 30. The boyfriend, identified only as P13, was killed 
in the violence, a fate shared by many others that night. Contrary to newspaper reports which 
suggested 6 or 7 fatalities, Q7 asserts that the actual death toll was significantly higher. Furthermore, 
her cousins, employees at PEMEX, confided in her that the number of unacknowledged deaths by 
the authorities was greater, with many victims being forcibly disappeared.  
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human toll of political and social upheaval. In the Press Cluster, these young voices, 
often sidelined, ensure their experiences contribute to the collective understanding 
of the event. 
 
Journalists like P2, who report on and witness events like the October 6th Massacre, 
occupy a unique position. Their dual role provides a multifaceted perspective that 
deepens public understanding. P2's accounts, for example, offer both objective 
details of the massacre and a subjective experience of witnessing it. This dual 
perspective bridges the gap between dispassionate reporting and empathetic 
storytelling, heightening public engagement with the news. 
 
Individuals like Q11, Q12, and others who have lost family members in tragic events, 
highlight the personal and human aspects of these incidents. Their stories go 
beyond loss; they are tales of love, resilience, and the quest for justice. They bring a 
human face too often abstract news stories, reminding audiences of the individual 
lives affected by these events. These personal tragedies and strengths are crucial 
in fostering empathy and understanding within the broader community. 
 
Individuals like Q11 and Q12, related to V23 and V27 respectively, bring to light the 
profound personal impacts of conflict and governmental actions through their 
firsthand accounts. Their stories, marked by suffering, endurance, and a pursuit of 
the truth, prompt society to face harsh realities and aim for a world characterized by 
justice and empathy. 
 
The younger voices, including Q9, Q10, and other children who have witnessed 
significant events, contribute a distinct and forceful viewpoint. Their candid and 
innocent perspective presents a vivid and influential depiction of their experiences, 
emphasizing the extensive influence of societal occurrences on all community 
members, irrespective of age. 
 
Experts like Román del Valle play an essential role in analyzing and contextualizing 
these narratives, helping to interpret their relevance within the wider scope of history 
and societal patterns. Their efforts bridge the gap between past and present, aiding 
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in the comprehension of contemporary issues and their potential future 
consequences. 
 
The Press Cluster, with its rich diversity of narratives and viewpoints, epitomizes the 
crucial role of the media in shaping public perception, fostering accountability, and 
encouraging dialogue. Personal stories from individuals like Edmundo Cárdenas 
Álvarez, Mario A. Román del Valle, and numerous affected witnesses and families, 
enrich public dialogue and foster a deeper, more empathetic understanding of 
societal intricacies. The complex interplay between the media, the military, and the 
populace underscores the continuous exchange among these sectors, each pivotal 
in the preservation and progression of a democratic society. The narratives and 
accounts upheld and disseminated by the Press Cluster are not merely records; they 
form the fabric of the nation's collective memory and identity. Through their 
commitment to truth, integrity, and public service, the Press Cluster members 
ensure that the nation's voice is not only heard but also comprehended, valued, and 
remembered. 
 
The multifaceted stories from the Press Cluster go beyond mere documentation; 
they stimulate introspection, challenge perceptions, and incite change. This 
collective – comprising journalists, historians, witnesses, and victims – forms a 
chorus that echoes the complexity and subtlety of human experiences, reminding 
us that behind every policy, conflict, or event, there are personal narratives of loss, 
resilience, hope, and the unyielding quest for justice. 
 
As the Press Cluster navigates the interwoven narratives of military involvement, civil 
liberties, and public security, it sheds light on the delicate equilibrium societies must 
maintain. The military, a symbol of power and order, is fundamental to national 
security. However, its role in civilian affairs is scrutinized and debated, especially its 
presence in situations like public protests, highlighting the potential of power to both 
safeguard and oppress. The Press Cluster, as a pillar of democracy, ensures that 
military actions remain transparent and accountable, reinforcing the democratic 
tenet that the military serves the populace, not dominates it. 
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The narratives of individuals like P14, Q11, and Q12, detailing their experiences 
during the October 6th Massacre and its repercussions, transcend mere event 
recollection. They offer profound insights into societal ethos, illustrating how shared 
traumas and injustices shape community psyche. These accounts, heartfelt and 
striking, foster communal grieving and healing. They highlight the importance of 
societal self-examination, acknowledging and learning from past errors to pave the 
way for reconciliation and solidarity. 
 
The significance of journalists, historians, and firsthand witnesses in molding 
societal dialogue is immense. Individuals such as P2, Román del Valle, and V29 
transcend the role of mere observers or chroniclers. They actively contribute to the 
formation of collective memory and identity. Their endeavors encourage a deeper 
scrutiny of prevailing narratives, urging a more nuanced comprehension of 
underlying societal dynamics. Their dedication to truth, often risking personal safety, 
underscores the crucial role of media in preserving democratic values and nurturing 
an equitable, well-informed populace. 
 
Furthermore, the Press Cluster's commitment to amplifying marginalized voices 
significantly advances social justice. By ensuring the representation of the 
suppressed and neglected, the press reaffirms that every narrative, regardless of its 
origin, merits recognition and a platform. It advocates for inclusivity in justice, 
reinforcing the notion that each person, irrespective of their social or personal 
background, possesses a narrative worthy of being shared and acknowledged. 
 
The intricate interplay among the press, military, and populace constitutes a 
complex dance of power, duty, and accountability, significantly influencing national 
trajectories and individual destinies. The Press Cluster, in its steadfast quest for truth 
and justice, orchestrates this dance, ensuring harmony and equilibrium. Its role 
extends beyond mere information dissemination to fostering enlightenment, 
inspiration, and historical shaping. 
 
The chronicles of the Press Cluster and the narratives it presents form a multifaceted 
tapestry of human experience, intricately woven from personal stories, societal 
events, and a relentless quest for truth. This tapestry underscores the press's 
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capacity to challenge, enlighten, and transform. As society evolves and faces new 
adversities, the Press Cluster continues as a resolute custodian of public dialogue, 
a beacon of truth amidst chaos, and a staunch advocate for justice, transparency, 
and accountability. Its unwavering dedication to these ideals ensures that the 
nation's voice resonates not merely as an echo of the powerful but as a chorus of 
diversity, courage, and optimism. This chorus is pivotal in penning the nation's 
narrative and in defining its societal identity. See Figure 7. 
 

Figure 7 Analysis and Consequences of the Goyo´s Massacre, Poza Rica Ver., 1958 

 
Source: Own elaboration. 

 
The intersection of Jaime Merino's influence and government politics played a 
significant role in shaping the socio-political landscape. The intertwined dynamics 
of corruption accusations, Merino's eventual fall from power in 1959, and the direct 
influence on unionism control underscored the complexities of maintaining social 
order and the often-contentious relationship between local powerholders and 
broader government structures.  
 
The aftermath of the Poza Rica Massacre brought to the forefront the immediate 
government response, social reaction, and international attention. The 
government's measures to strengthen state security, coupled with its efforts to craft 
an official narrative, were met with social upheaval, mobilization of human rights 
organizations, and the emergence of social and political movements demanding 
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justice and transparency. The international community's response, marked by 
condemnation and calls for democratic reforms, further accentuated the pressures 
faced by the Mexican government. 
 
In the ensuing period, the strengthening of state security led to an increased 
surveillance and political control, while the government's official narrative 
attempted to manipulate public opinion through disinformation and propaganda. 
However, these actions were met with growing public discontent, challenges to 
authoritarianism, and a resilient push from social and political movements.  
 
Fundamentally, the Poza Rica Massacre transcends being merely a standalone 
incident. It stands as a pivotal moment, both mirroring and influencing the socio-
political and economic trends of its era. The legacy of this event is a complex 
tapestry of grief and determination, echoing through time and emphasizing the 
unyielding quest for justice, human rights, and the principles of democracy amidst 
challenging circumstances.  
 
The 1958 Poza Rica Massacre, locally known as Goyo´s Massacre, represents far 
more than an isolated episode in Mexican history. It stands as a crucial intersection, 
capturing and shaping the socio-political and economic dynamics of its time. The 
event weaves a legacy of profound sorrow and resilient determination, echoing 
across generations and highlighting an unwavering commitment to justice, human 
rights, and democratic principles amid formidable challenges.  
 
Following the massacre, the government's reaction was immediate and impactful. 
The primary agenda was to establish firm control and suppress any further dissent. 
This led to a significant bolstering of state security measures, including heightened 
surveillance and enhanced government control over the populace. These actions, 
while aimed at maintaining order, also indicated a deepening authoritarian stance 
by the government. Concurrently, the government focused on shaping an official 
narrative that sought to underplay the massacre's gravity, often resorting to denial 
or trivialization. This strategy, involving disinformation and propaganda, was aimed 
at swaying public perception, and suppressing potential backlash.  
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The societal response to the Poza Rica Massacre was significant and diverse. The 
brutality and injustice witnessed catalyzed widespread social unrest, mobilizing 
people across different societal strata. Human Rights organizations quickly 
responded, directing public indignation into structured campaigns. These groups 
were instrumental in elevating awareness about the massacre and broader issues 
of governmental repression and human rights violations. Concurrently, various 
social and political movements began to emerge.  
 

Preliminary conclusions 
 
The event known as the 1958 Goyo Massacre in Poza Rica stands as a crucial 
milestone in Mexico's history, reflecting the complex socio-political dynamics of an 
era marked by an intense search for justice and human rights. This incident 
transcends the category of an isolated event; it represents the meeting point of 
socio-political and economic tensions embedded in wider national and 
international trends of that time. This tragic event stands as a symbol of human 
spirit's strength against authoritarian regimes and the relentless fight for democratic 
ideals. 
 
After the massacre, the government quickly acted to strengthen its control and 
quash any dissent, unveiling its authoritarian tendency. This action included 
measures to increase state security through intensified surveillance and political 
control, often at the expense of civil liberties. Moreover, an official narrative was 
crafted to minimize the significance of the event, using misinformation and 
propaganda to shape public opinion and reduce potential adverse reactions. 
 
However, the societal response to the massacre was characterized by collective 
indignation and mobilization across different sectors of society. Human rights 
organizations became key actors, channeling public discontent into organized 
campaigns for justice and accountability.  
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Their efforts were crucial in bringing attention to the massacre and the broader 
concerns of governmental oppression, setting the stage for future social and 
political movements that called for openness and change. 
 
The aftermath of the massacre saw participation from a wide array of individuals, 
including victims' families, advocates for human rights, academics, researchers, 
and community members. This varied coalition formed a complex network, unified 
in their determination to reveal the truth, and seek justice. Born from tragedy, this 
alliance showcased the strength of unified action in confronting systemic wrongs 
and championing the cause of historical acknowledgement and redress. 
 
The backdrop of political intrigue, highlighted by figures such as Adolfo López 
Mateos and the activities of the DFS, complicates the story. It underscores the 
tension between governmental power and the push for civil rights. The engagement 
of security and military forces in monitoring and oppressive measures prompts 
critical reflections on the delicate balance between safeguarding the nation and 
preserving personal freedoms, mirroring wider debates on governance and the 
rights of the individual. 
 
The engagement of labor unions within this context enriches the narrative, showing 
the influence of worker organizations on policy and societal progress. The united 
actions of these groups underline the pivotal role of labor activism in the ongoing 
struggle for social equity and responsible development, showcasing the critical 
nature of unity and negotiation in confronting established hierarchies. 
 
As the narrative unfolds, resilience and unity stand out as key themes. The labor 
movement, human rights organizations, and the extensive network involved post-
massacre demonstrate the capacity for joint efforts in advocating for fairness, clarity, 
and democratic evolution. Despite obstacles, their actions affirm the lasting value of 
grassroots engagement and the role of remembrance in the continuous fight for a 
fairer and more inclusive society. 
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The 1958 Goyo´s Massacre in Poza Rica and its ripple effects weave a complex story 
of endurance, activism, and resistance. This episode, along with the diverse 
reactions it inspired, reflects the challenges and victories within Mexico's social and 
political fabric. It serves as a stark reminder of the costs of authoritarian rule and the 
continuous fight for justice, human rights, and democracy. This chapter of Mexican 
history shows that the path to societal change is filled with challenges but also 
marked by the steadfast resolve of those committed to envisioning and working 
towards a brighter future. Therefore, the impact of the Poza Rica massacre goes 
beyond its immediate circumstances, offering timeless insights on the essence of 
collective endeavor, the importance of remembering history, and the ceaseless 
pursuit of justice and democratic ideals in overcoming adversity. 
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Sec)on 4 Governance and Jus)ce:  Naviga)ng the 
Complex Terrain of Human Rights and Historical Atroci)es 
 

In the section 4 we embark on a detailed examination of the interrelation between 
governmental systems and the safeguarding of civil liberties. This investigation is 
crucial and timely in our interconnected society, where a single country's decisions 
can have worldwide repercussions. 
 
The introductory part, “Navigating the Complex Relationship Between National 
Governance and the Preservation of Individual Human Rights” lays the groundwork 
by analyzing the philosophical underpinnings, moral standards, and social-political 
contexts that forge this bond. It critically assesses how leadership structures can 
both bolster and limit civil liberties, underlining the necessity for leadership that is 
not just efficient but also ethically robust and philosophically sound. 
 
Transitioning from abstract concepts to harsh historical truths, “Lessons in 
Governance: Revisiting the Poza Rica Massacre serves as a powerful reminder of 
the devastating outcomes when leadership fails in its duty to protect its populace. 
This case study goes beyond narrating a tragic event; it offers an in-depth critique, 
extracting essential insights to refine and reshape leadership approaches in present 
and future contexts. It emphasizes the vital importance of accountability, openness, 
and adherence to legal principles in the defense of civil liberties. 
 
The final section, “Strategies for Healing: Navigating Historical Human Rights 
Violations Through Truth and Justice”, shifts the narrative from sorrow to a forward-
looking stance. This portion proposes a roadmap for advancement, advocating for 
sincerity, fairness, and healing as the cornerstones for mending societies and 
collectives shattered by civil rights infringements. It emphasizes the necessity of 
acknowledging and amending past injustices, holding accountable those 
responsible, and implementing extensive reforms to forestall future incidents of 
similar nature. 
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In unison, these parts craft a nuanced and detailed analysis of the intricate 
dynamics between power structures and civil rights, highlighting that the pursuit of 
equity and the preservation of civil rights are relentless pursuits, demanding 
constant watchfulness, profound introspection, and steadfast commitment. 
 

Naviga:ng the Complex Rela:onship Between Na:onal Governance and 
the Preserva:on of Individual Human Rights 
 
The interplay between national governance and the upholding of individual human 
rights presents an intricate dilemma, particularly when state actions encroach upon 
these essential liberties. The discourse surrounding this tension is rich in both 
political theory and ethical philosophy, demanding a judicious assessment of varied 
principles that span ethics, jurisprudence, and morality. 
 
Philosophically, the notion of human rights stands as a pillar of intrinsic and 
immutable entitlements inherent to all individuals by the mere fact of their humanity. 
There is a philosophical consensus that the defense of human rights transcends 
state interests, and sovereignty must not become a pretext for infringing upon these 
rights. Philosophical doctrines, from the tenets of natural law to the precepts of 
moral universalism, advocate for recognizing the intrinsic worth of every person and 
the consequent obligation of governments to honor and protect this worth. 
 
On the political front, this balance requires enacting and enforcing legal frameworks 
and institutions that safeguard human rights without undermining state sovereignty. 
This entails setting up impartial entities to oversee and rectify human rights abuses 
and fostering governance that is transparent, accountable, and adherent to the rule 
of law. 
 
Addressing historical events like the Poza Rica massacre through this lens involves 
an integrative strategy that respects the victims' human rights, acknowledges the 
historical milieu, and holds the state accountable for rectifying the wrongs 
committed.  
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It demands a balanced approach that respects a nation's jurisdiction but steadfastly 
defends individual rights. It calls for an unwavering dedication to ethical integrity, 
legal rectitude, and moral accountability, particularly when confronting state 
conduct that breaches these foundational rights. 
 

Lessons in Governance: Revisi$ng the Poza Rica Massacre 
 
The Poza Rica Massacre is a somber testament to the dynamics of political power 
and its potential to engender a culture of impunity and violence. This dark episode 
serves as a cautionary tale about the perils of concentrated political authority and 
the likelihood of human rights breaches by state entities. Reflecting on this episode 
can profoundly influence how we conceive and implement structures of power and 
community frameworks in the following ways: 
 
1. Reinforced Oversight and Openness: This massacre highlights an urgent 
requirement for reinforced oversight and openness within political structures. It 
reveals the risks inherent in unmonitored authority and the propensity for 
exploitation when there is a deficit of checks and balances. Insights from this event 
may prompt a reformulation of political frameworks, underscoring the necessity for 
stringent accountability protocols and transparent governance practices. 
 
2. Governance with a Human Rights Focus: The harrowing consequences of the 
Poza Rica Massacre exemplify the fallout of governance that neglects human rights. 
It stresses the essentiality of integrating human rights into the core of governance, 
crafting policies and actions that foreground the welfare and respect of individuals. 
A shift towards governance that is anchored in human rights principles could 
emerge, spotlighting the observance of essential liberties. 
 
3. Reflection on History and the Pursuit of Reconciliation: The Poza Rica Massacre 
necessitates a profound introspection into historical transgressions and the pursuit 
of reconciliation. By recognizing and confronting historical wrongs, governance 
models can evolve, promoting a culture steeped in memory, candid discourse, and 
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the mending of divisions. This cultural shift can aid in healing the scars of the past 
and pave the way for a more equitable and cohesive community. 
 
4. Empowerment of Civil Frameworks and Democratic Safeguards: The events at 
Poza Rica underline the protective role of a vibrant civil society and resilient 
democratic structures as counterbalances to power misuse. Taking cues from this 
event could stimulate initiatives aimed at bolstering non-governmental 
organizations, independent journalism, and democratic mechanisms that check the 
concentration of power. 
 
5. Enfranchisement of Underrepresented Groups: The ordeal of underrepresented 
groups in Poza Rica emphasizes the imperative of empowering those most 
susceptible to power misuse. Revamping governance models may involve a 
focused effort to involve and uplift these groups, ensuring their perspectives and 
rights are integral to governance deliberations. 
 
The Poza Rica Massacre provides critical perspectives for rethinking our prevailing 
governance and societal paradigms. By focusing on reinforced oversight, human 
rights integration, historical accountability, the bolstering of civil society, and the 
enfranchisement of marginalized populations, we can forge governance structures 
that are equitable, transparent, and truly inclusive. 

 

Strategies for Healing: Naviga:ng Historical Human Rights Viola:ons 
Through Truth and Jus:ce 
 
Confronting and reconciling with past traumas, exemplified by the horrors of the 
Poza Rica Massacre, necessitates comprehensive and nuanced approaches that 
intertwine truth revelation, historical recognition, and the quest for justice. To 
navigate this complex terrain, societies may adopt the following transformative 
strategies: 
 
1. Unearthing the Truth and Archival Efforts: The implementation of fact-finding 
entities like truth commissions or historical research groups is critical in detailing 
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and recording the full narrative of past tragedies. These bodies enable the voices of 
survivors, witnesses, and impacted communities to emerge, thus piecing together 
an inclusive historical record. 
 
2. Judicial Redress and Restorative Measures: The pursuit of justice through both 
legal procedures and restorative practices is key to validating and healing historical 
grievances. Ensuring that transgressors face consequences and that survivors and 
their descendants receive restitution is pivotal for the cultivation of justice and the 
beginning of communal healing. 
 
3. Acts of Remembrance and Honoring the Past: The development of memorials, 
exhibitions, and events that pay homage to the victims underscores their plight. 
Such acts of remembrance respect the deceased, create forums for collective 
mourning, and serve as educational conduits for society to engage with its history. 
 
4. Educational Integration and Societal Consciousness: Embedding the narratives 
of historical misdeeds into the fabric of educational systems and societal discourse 
elevates consciousness and comprehension of past afflictions. This educational 
commitment ensures the transmission of empathy and the continuity of dialogue, 
essential for safeguarding against the repetition of violations. 
 
5. Dialogues of Healing and Reconciliation: Promoting conversations that bridge the 
gap between survivors, former adversaries, and state representatives is crucial in 
nurturing reconciliation. The articulation of truth, the admission of past harms, and 
the identification and addressing of underlying factors contribute to reconciling 
divided communities. 
 
6. Strengthening Survivors and Impacted Groups: The provision of support services 
like mental health care, community-building projects, and participatory platforms 
can enhance the resilience and agency of survivors and affected groups. 
 
The journey to mend the deep-seated scars left by events like the Poza Rica 
Massacre involves a comprehensive strategy that embraces truth, remembrance, 
justice, and empowerment. By implementing these approaches, communities can 
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begin to heal, bridging the divide towards a future that is rooted in justice, unity, and 
inclusivity. 
 

Preliminary conclusions 
 
This final section of the analysis on governance and justice intricately dissects the 
layered interplay between state governance and the upholding of individual human 
rights. Merging philosophical debates, historical case studies, and visionary 
strategies, it presents a comprehensive guide for dissecting and remedying the 
complex challenges posed by human rights issues and historical injustices. 
 
In exploring the nexus between state governance and individual human rights, a 
rich tapestry of philosophical and political considerations is revealed. Central to this 
discourse is the recognition of human rights as fundamental and unassailable, 
demanding governance models that honor these rights while balancing national 
sovereignty. This equilibrium necessitates the establishment and maintenance of 
legal structures and bodies dedicated to the protection of human rights, aiming for 
governance that is not only transparent and accountable but also firmly rooted in 
the principles of justice. 
 
The analysis of historical events, notably the Poza Rica Massacre, provides 
invaluable insights into governance's potential failings and their catastrophic 
outcomes. Key takeaways from this section include the critical need for enhanced 
governmental oversight, a human rights-centric approach in governance, deep 
reflection on historical misdeeds, and the bolstering of civil society and marginalized 
communities. These reflections are pivotal for reshaping political and social 
systems, steering them towards fairness, transparency, and inclusiveness. 
 
Addressing past human rights violations involves a holistic strategy that intertwines 
the unveiling of truth, legal recourse, commemorative initiatives, educational 
endeavors, and reconciliatory dialogues. This approach is designed to thoroughly 
address past traumas, ensuring that survivor stories are recognized and respected, 
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justice is appropriately dispensed, and societal awareness is heightened to prevent 
the repetition of such tragedies. 
 
This segment brings together the intricate relationship between governance and 
civil liberties, the teachings from historical human rights breaches, and the 
pathways for societal healing and advancement. It stresses that the journey towards 
justice and the safeguarding of human rights is an ongoing process, necessitating 
enduring dedication, thoughtful examination, and a collective approach. 
Recognizing past wrongs, holding accountable those at fault, and initiating 
widespread reforms are essential steps towards building a future where human 
rights are not only defended but also revered, and governance serves not just as a 
conduit of authority but as a champion of justice and fairness. 
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Sec)on 5 Governance, Jus)ce, and Human Rights: An 
Integrated Analysis of the Poza Rica Massacre Through the 
Lens of Capabili)es, Social Jus)ce, and Complexity 
Theories 
 
 
The section offers a deep and multifaceted analysis of the relationship between 
government systems and the protection of civil liberties, underscoring the critical 
importance of ethical, transparent, and accountable governance. Through this 
analysis, various dimensions are highlighted that can be evaluated under the 
theories of Sen, Nussbaum, Rawls, and Morin, as well as within the framework of 
human rights and social justice. 
 
 
The study of governance mechanisms and the quest for justice, especially within 
the context of human rights and historical wrongs, requires a thorough and 
comprehensive investigation that surpasses the usual ways of analyzing the 
relationship between government power and personal liberties. The section named 
"The Poza Rica Massacre: A Critical Analysis of Failures in Governance and Human 
Rights Abuses" aims to dissect the complex dynamics highlighted by one of the 
most tragic events in Mexican history, known as the Poza Rica Massacre or 'Goyo´s 
Massacre.' This part of the study endeavors to understand the complexities involved 
in one of the grimmest moments of Mexico's past, offering insights into the failure 
of governance systems and the repercussions on human rights. 
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Theore:cal Insights and Prac:cal Implica:ons: Analyzing the Poza Rica 
Massacre through the Frameworks of Sen, Nussbaum, Rawls, and Morin 
 
This tragic event, occurring on October 5, 1958, serves as an essential case study 
for examining the collapse of governance structures and the profound effects such 
collapses exert on human rights and societal health. 
 
Leveraging the theoretical and conceptual frameworks offered by scholars such as 
Amartya Sen, Martha Nussbaum, John Rawls, and Edgar Morin, this examination 
deepens our grasp of the Poza Rica Massacre. It illuminates the intricate aspects of 
governance, justice, and the potential for human development. 
 
 Through the application of these scholars' thoughts, we delve into the root causes 
behind such catastrophic events and, crucially, identify measures for healing, 
achieving justice, and preventing future horrors. 
 
Amartya Sen's focus on the essential freedoms and opportunities necessary for 
individual well-being prompts an examination of how the events leading up to the 
Poza Rica Massacre limited the community's capabilities, stripping them of 
fundamental freedoms and chances for prosperity. This perspective forces a 
reevaluation of governance's role in ensuring individuals' ability to lead fulfilling lives 
and to circumvent needless hardships. 
 
Martha Nussbaum's expansion of the capability approach calls for a scrutinization 
of how the massacre's victims were deprived of basic human dignities and rights, 
such as life, bodily integrity, and emotional health. Her framework impels a reflection 
on the state's moral and ethical duties to protect and foster these core capabilities. 
 
John Rawls' justice theory, emphasizing fairness and equality, offers a crucial 
viewpoint for probing the systemic disparities and wrongs that might have led to the 
massacre. Rawls' principles advocate for a societal structure where social and 
economic imbalances are managed in a way that benefits the most disadvantaged 
members, prompting an assessment of the fairness of the governance and policies 
in place at the time of the tragedy. 
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Edgar Morin's complexity theory 82  advocates for a comprehensive and 
interconnected understanding of societal issues. Through this lens, the Poza Rica 
Massacre is seen as the culmination of various factors, including political, social, 
economic, and historical elements. Morin's perspective encourages an 
acknowledgment of the governance failures that precipitated the massacre and 
underscores the complexity of human societies and the necessity for governance 
that is adaptable, inclusive, and responsive. 
 
This section aims to conduct a thorough exploration of the Poza Rica Massacre, 
examining the governance lapses that led to this violation of human rights and its 
consequences for justice and societal recovery. It will not only recount the historical 
events but also critically evaluate the conditions enabling such a tragedy. The 
discussion will extend to the legal and societal responses to the massacre, exploring 
efforts towards accountability, reconciliation, and addressing the underlying causes 
of the catastrophe. 
 
Moreover, this analysis will underscore the significance of ethical, transparent, and 
responsible governance in averting violations of human rights. It advocates for a 
model of governance grounded in the protection and advancement of human 
capabilities, equitable justice, and the complexity of human societies. Through the 
examination of the Poza Rica Massacre, this segment aspires to contribute to the 
broader conversation on governance and justice, offering insights and directions for 
the continuous struggle for human rights and social justice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
82  See. Morin, E. (1999). Introducción al pensamiento complejo. Gedisa.  
https://biblioteca.multiversidadreal.com/BB/Biblio/Edgar%20Morin/Introduccion%20al%20pensam
iento%20complejo%20%281477%29/Introduccion%20al%20pensamiento%20complejo%20-
%20Edgar%20Morin.pdf 
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Sen and Nussbaum's Theory of Capabili:es 
 
The "Capabilities Approach," as conceived by Amartya Sen, places emphasis on 
measuring individual well-being by examining a person's capacity to realize 
"functioning’s" they hold dear. 
 
These functioning’s include various activities or states, such as being healthy, 
educated, or engaged in community life. Martha Nussbaum further developed this 
approach by enumerating specific capabilities vital for human dignity, including 
living a life of normal duration, maintaining health, ensuring bodily integrity, and the 
freedom to express oneself and associate with others. 
 
The concepts of capabilities and functioning’s are inherently tied to human rights. 
The exercise of these capabilities is fundamental to respecting and realizing human 
dignity. In situations of human rights infringements, like the Goyos Massacre, these 
capabilities are curtailed or nullified, representing a direct affront to the dignity and 
basic rights of those impacted. 
 

John Rawls' Theory of Social Jus:ce 
 
John Rawls introduces two justice principles: the first advocates for equality in 
assigning basic rights and duties, while the second addresses the structuring of 
social and economic disparities in a manner that benefits the least advantaged and 
is connected to universally accessible positions and opportunities. 
 
Rawls' "veil of ignorance" concept suggests deciding moral issues without 
knowledge of one's societal status, promoting impartial and equitable decisions. 
The "original position" serves as a theoretical standpoint for determining justice 
principles. 
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These justice principles can be applied to human rights violations scenarios by 
assessing whether social and political frameworks adequately safeguard the rights 
of all citizens, including the most vulnerable. In the Goyo’s Massacre context, the 
governmental actions' alignment with these justice principles is questionable. 
 

Edgar Morin's Complexity Theory 
 
Integrating Edgar Morin's Complexity Theory with Sen and Nussbaum's Capabilities 
Approach and John Rawls' Social Justice Theory provides a comprehensive 
perspective on human rights violations and the quest for justice and human dignity: 
 
Edgar Morin suggests that understanding social phenomena requires 
acknowledging and embracing the complexity of living systems, which involves 
considering the interactions, feedback mechanisms, and interdependencies within 
a social system. 
 
Morin promoters "ecological thinking," which integrates various knowledge 
aspects, including ethical, social, political, and personal dimensions. This approach 
enables a deeper comprehension of how individual capabilities and functioning’s 
relate to broader social structures and how injustices and human rights violations 
affect human dignity on several levels. 
 

Theories Integra:on 
 
Capabilities and Complexity: Morin's complexity theory elucidates how individual 
capabilities are shaped by complex, dynamic systems, including the interplay of 
economic, social, political, and cultural factors. 
   
Social Justice and Complex Systems: In the realm of Rawls' justice theory, Morin's 
perspective on complexity invites a reevaluation of fairness and justice within social 
structures, advocating for a holistic approach to achieve equitable solutions.  
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Human Rights Violations Analysis: Employing complexity theory in cases like the 
Goyos Massacre allows for an exploration of how diverse factors and systems 
contribute to human rights abuses. This approach enables a detailed examination 
that extends past the mere recognition of failures in governance or instances of 
social injustice. It seeks to develop thorough and enduring strategies for the 
mitigation and rectification of human rights abuses. See next Figure 8. 
 

Figure 8 Integra/ng Theories and Case Study for Comprehensive Analysis of Governance, Jus/ce, 
and Human Right 

 
  Source: Own elaboration. 
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Adopting Edgar Morin's complexity theory highlights the importance of employing 
a multifaceted and integrated methodology to adeptly manage the complexities 
surrounding governance, justice, and human dignity as they pertain to human rights 
issues and violations. 
 
The integration of theories from Sen, Nussbaum, Rawls, and Morin provides a 
profound framework for analyzing the governance mechanisms and their impact 
on human rights within the context of historical atrocities, such as the Poza Rica 
Massacre. This multi-theoretical approach enables a nuanced understanding of the 
failures in governance and the complex dynamics of social justice, human dignity, 
and human rights abuses.  
 
According to Figure 8, this directed graph visualizes a complex structure integrating 
theoretical frameworks, a case study analysis, applications of theories, and an 
integrative model for analysis within a cohesive system. The graph is organized into 
four main clusters: 
 
1. Theoretical Frameworks: This cluster includes nodes for Sen's Capabilities 
Approach, Nussbaum's Extension of Capabilities, Rawls' Theory of Social Justice, 
and Morin's Complexity Theory. These nodes represent different theoretical 
perspectives that provide foundational concepts for the analysis. 
 
2. Case Study Analysis: It contains a single node for the Poza Rica Massacre (also 
referred to as the Goyo’s Massacre), signifying a specific event that is analyzed 
through the lens of the theoretical frameworks. 
 
3. Applications of Theories: This cluster illustrates how the theoretical frameworks 
are applied to understand Governance Failures, Human Rights Abuses, and Justice 
and Societal Recovery. It shows the practical implications of the theories in 
addressing real-world problems. 
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4. Integrative Model for Analysis: It features nodes for Comparative and Constant 
Analysis Method (CCAM) and Theoretical Integration and Proposition, indicating the 
process of integrating insights from the theoretical frameworks and case study to 
propose a comprehensive model for analysis. 
 
The edges between nodes denote the flow of ideas and applications. For instance, 
all four theoretical frameworks contribute to the Comparative Analysis, which then 
integrates these insights. The Poza Rica Massacre is directly linked to Governance 
Failures and Human Rights Abuses, highlighting the case study's impact on these 
areas. These failures and abuses are, in turn, addressed in the context of Justice 
and Societal Recovery, showing a path towards resolving the issues identified. 
 
Additional relationships are depicted with dashed edges, such as Sen's approach 
building upon Nussbaum's, and Nussbaum's, Rawls', and Morin's theories 
identifying impacts on capabilities, assessing equity, and highlighting complexity in 
governance failures, respectively. This structure not only reflects the 
interconnectedness of theoretical and practical aspects but also emphasizes the 
dynamic process of analysis and proposition for addressing complex societal 
issues. 
 

Integra:ve Model for Analysis 
 

Framework Construc$on 
 
Capabilities and Human Rights (Sen and Nussbaum): This approach emphasizes 
individual well-being through the lens of what individuals can do and to be, framing 
human rights violations as infringements on personal capabilities and dignity. It 
provides a concrete basis for evaluating the impact of governance on the real-life 
conditions of individuals, particularly how governmental policies and actions 
enhance or limit individual capabilities. 
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Social Justice Rawls' principles of justice offer a structural perspective, focusing on 
how social and economic structures should be organized to respect and protect 
basic liberties and ensure fairness, especially for the least advantaged. This theory 
aids in assessing the equity of governance systems and their policies in the context 
of human rights. See next Figure 9. 
 

Figure 9 Integra/ve Model for Analyzing Governance, Jus/ce, and Human Rights: 
A Theore/cal and Methodological Framework 

 

 
 

Source: Own elaboration 

 
Complexity Theory: Morin’s complexity theory adds an essential layer by 
acknowledging the intricate and interconnected nature of societal issues. It 
encourages an examination of governance and human rights abuses through a 
holistic lens that considers political, social, economic, and historical factors in their 
complexity. 
 
According to Figure 6, outlines a comprehensive analytical framework designed to 
address complex issues through a synthesis of various theoretical perspectives and 
methodologies. At its core, the model seeks to provide a nuanced understanding 
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and approach to addressing the multifaceted problems illustrated by the case study 
of the Poza Rica massacre. This model encapsulates the integration of theoretical 
insights from the capabilities approach, social justice theories, and complexity 
theory, alongside a rigorous analytical application to real-world issues, culminating 
in a structured model framework with mathematical representation and 
operationalization. The following sections elaborate on the components and 
workflows of the diagram in detail. 
 

Framework Construc:on 
 
The construction of the framework serves as the foundation of the analysis, setting 
the stage for a multidimensional exploration of complex issues. It involves the 
integration of: 
 
- Capabilities and Human Dignity Approach: This segment of the model 
underscores the importance of individual conditions and human dignity through the 
capabilities approach. Drawing inspiration from the works of Amartya Sen and 
Martha Nussbaum, it focuses on the potentialities of individuals - what they can do 
and be - and the ways to broaden and safeguard these capabilities. 
 
- Social Justice: John Rawls' theory of social justice is integrated into the theoretical 
framework to scrutinize the fairness of systems and structures in society. Rawls' 
principles of justice as fairness act to examine the distribution of resources and 
opportunities. 
 
- Complexity Theory: Edgar Morin's complexity theory acknowledges the 
interconnected and multifaceted nature of social problems. By embracing this 
theory, the model recognizes that social issues cannot be understood in isolation 
but are the outcome of dynamic interactions within complex systems. 
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- Analytical Application to the Poza Rica Massacre Case: This component of the 
model employs theoretical insights to address the specific case of the Poza Rica 
massacre, demonstrating how the theoretical framework can be used to analyze 
and understand real-world events. 
 

Analysis and Methods 
 
- Governance Failures: The model identifies failures in governance as underlying 
causes of broader issues, evaluated through the lenses of capabilities, social justice, 
and complexity theory. These failures are linked to systemic inequities and 
inefficiencies that can lead to significant societal issues. 
 
- Human Rights Abuses: It examines the resulting human rights abuses, which are 
seen as both a consequence and an indicator of governance failures and structural 
injustices. The model explores how these abuses impact individual capabilities and 
dignity, and how they are rooted in complex interplays of factors. 
 
- Comparative and Constant Analysis Method (CCAM): A methodological approach 
that facilitates the comparative analysis of cases and the integration of categories, 
enhancing the model's ability to systematically address and analyze complex 
issues. 
 

Integra:on and Synthesis 
 
- Comparative Analysis of Theoretical Insights: This phase involves a comparative 
analysis of the theoretical insights provided by the capabilities approach, social 
justice theories, and complexity theory, aiming to identify areas of convergence and 
divergence. 
 
- Integration of Categories: Following the comparative analysis, the model integrates 
categories derived from the analysis, refining the framework's analytical capacity. 
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- Definition of Convergence and Divergence: This step defines the areas of 
convergence and divergence among the theoretical perspectives and empirical 
findings, setting the stage for theoretical integration. 
 
- Theoretical Integration and Proposition: Based on the defined convergences and 
divergences, the model proposes a theoretical integration that underpins the 
development of a cohesive model framework. 
 

Model Framework and Representa:on 
 
- Model Framework: Establishes a structured framework for the model, derived from 
the theoretical integration. This framework serves as the blueprint for the model’s 
application and further development. 
 
- Mathematical Representation: Develops a mathematical representation of the 
model, defining its components and their interactions. This step is crucial for 
transforming theoretical insights into quantifiable and analyzable elements. 
 
- Estimation and Measurement: Guides the estimation and measurement processes 
within the model, ensuring that the theoretical constructs are operationalized in a 
manner that allows for empirical analysis. 
 
- Operationalization: Informs the operationalization of concepts for practical 
application and analysis, facilitating the translation of theoretical insights into 
actionable methodologies. 
 
The diagram presents a sophisticated framework that combines theoretical insights 
with practical analysis to address complex societal issues. By weaving together, the 
capabilities approach, social justice theories, and complexity theory, the model 
offers a multidimensional perspective on problems like the Poza Rica massacre. 
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Preliminary conclusions 
 
This reimagined conclusion revisits the catastrophic event of October 5, 1958, to 
explore the degradation of governance systems and their significant impacts on 
human rights and societal wellbeing. Drawing from the scholarly works of Amartya 
Sen, Martha Nussbaum, John Rawls, and Edgar Morin, this revised analysis 
penetrates the essence of the Poza Rica Massacre, illuminating the complex 
dimensions of governance, justice, and human possibilities. 
 
Through the lens of these intellectual giants, we delve into the foundational causes 
of such devastating events, identifying avenues for restoration, justice, and the 
deterrence of future calamities. Amartya Sen's emphasis on vital freedoms and 
opportunities essential for individual wellbeing underscores the community's 
constraints precipitated by the events leading to the massacre. This insight 
underscores the critical role of governance in empowering individuals to pursue 
fulfilling lives without the burden of unnecessary suffering. 
 
Martha Nussbaum further broadens this dialogue by spotlighting the erosion of 
basic human dignities and rights experienced by the massacre's victims. She calls 
for a reassessment of the government's moral obligations to protect these essential 
human qualities. Through the prism of John Rawls' theory of justice, which prioritizes 
fairness and equality, we assess the systemic injustices that potentially contributed 
to the massacre, advocating for a governance structure that uplifts society's most 
vulnerable sectors. 
 
Edgar Morin's theory of complexity mandates a holistic and integrated approach to 
grasping societal dilemmas, portraying the Poza Rica Massacre as the outcome of 
a confluence of factors, including political, social, economic, and historical 
dynamics. This approach demands governance that is flexible, inclusive, and 
receptive, recognizing the complex fabric of human societies. 
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This investigation not only recounts the historical narrative but also critically 
evaluates the circumstances that led to this disaster, examining the legal and 
societal reactions to the massacre in a quest for accountability, reconciliation, and 
the mitigation of the disaster's root causes. Additionally, it endorses a governance 
model characterized by moral clarity and responsibility, promoting the 
enhancement of human capabilities, just equity, and a comprehension of societal 
complexities. 
 
Ultimately, viewing the Poza Rica Massacre through this analysis enriches the 
dialogue on governance and justice, providing insights and strategies for the 
ongoing endeavor towards human rights and social justice. It highlights the 
amalgamation of theories from Sen, Nussbaum, Rawls, and Morin as a dynamic 
framework for scrutinizing governance actions and their effects on human rights, 
offering a refined perspective on governance shortcomings and the intricate dance 
between social justice, human respect, and the infringement of human rights. 
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Sec)on 6 Governance-Capability-Jus)ce-Complexity 
(GCJC) Integra)on Model: A Symbolic Logic Framework for Analyzing 
Societal Health and Human Rights 
 
 

Governance Failures: Utilizing these theories, we can identify specific governance 
failures that led to the Poza Rica Massacre, such as the lack of policies to protect 
individual capabilities, systemic injustices, and the failure to address complex 
societal issues. 
 
Human Rights Abuses: The theories highlight various dimensions of human rights 
abuses, from the direct impact on individual capabilities and well-being (Sen and 
Nussbaum) to structural injustices (Rawls), and the complex interplay of factors 
leading to such events (Morin). 
 

Compara:ve and Constant Analysis Method (CCAM) 
 
1. Comparative Analysis of Theoretical Insights 
 
Divergence and Convergence: The theories diverge in their focus—individual versus 
structural, simplicity versus complexity—but converge in their emphasis on justice, 
dignity, and human rights. This multidimensional analysis allows for a 
comprehensive understanding of the massacre's roots and the broader 
implications for governance and human rights protection. 
 
Integration of Categories: The integration involves examining how failures in 
governance (lack of protection for capabilities, structural injustices) are illuminated 
by these theories and understanding the massacre as an outcome of complex 
societal failures. 
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2. Definition of Convergence and Divergence 
 
Convergence: All theories converge on the necessity for governance that protects 
human dignity and rights through the enhancement of individual capabilities, 
equitable structures, and the management of complex societal challenges. 
 
Divergence: They diverge in their methodologies—capabilities and functioning’s 
(Sen, Nussbaum), principles of justice (Rawls), and complexity (Morin)—offering 
different lenses through which governance failures and human rights abuses can 
be analyzed. 
 
The Figure 6 showcased encapsulates the core of an Integrative Model Analysis, an 
intricately devised framework intended to dissect and understand the complexities 
of social phenomena, with an emphasis on examining the Poza Rica Massacre. This 
framework transcends academic pursuits, embodying a comprehensive method to 
grasp the subtleties of social issues through the lenses of social justice, capabilities, 
and complexity theory. Through this journey, we explore the framework's structure, 
its elements, and their collective interactions, aiming to shed light on governance 
shortcomings and violations of human rights. 
 
Central to this framework is the Framework Construction step, which establishes 
the foundation for the analysis by defining its basic structure. This initial phase is 
critical as it creates the foundation for the entire analysis, ensuring a systematic 
approach to unraveling complex issues. 
 
The section on Capabilities and Human Rights (Sen and Nussbaum) brings a focus 
on the human condition within the analysis, concentrating on individuals' potential 
achievements and their life quality.   
 
Social Justice (Rawls) introduces a vital dimension, drawing on John Rawls' 
theories to advocate for fairness and equality in societal frameworks. This element 
ensures the analysis is ethically grounded, aiming to assess and foster justice in 
societal structures. 
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Complexity Theory (Morin) introduces a nuanced understanding of social issues as 
intertwined and multi-faceted. Edgar Morin's theory acknowledges the complex 
nature of social phenomena, promoting a perspective that values the complexity of 
societal interactions oversimplification. 
 
The Analytical Application to the Poza Rica Massacre represents the practical use 
of this theoretical framework, applying it to a tangible situation to scrutinize 
governance lapses and human rights infringements. This case study methodology 
enables a focused exploration of events, offering insights into the root causes of 
these issues. 
 

Theore:cal Integra:on and Proposi:on 
 
Integrating these theories, we propose a model for analyzing governance and 
justice in the context of human rights and historical atrocities: 
 
Model Framework: A holistic, multi-layered framework that evaluates governance 
systems based on their ability to enhance individual capabilities, ensure fairness 
and equity, and manage societal complexities. 
 
Mathematical Representation: Let G represent governance structures, C represent 
individual capabilities, J represent justice as fairness, and M represent societal 
complexity. The health of a society H in terms of human rights and justice can be 
represented as H = f(G, C, J, M), where f is a function that integrates these variables. 
 
Estimation and Measurement: This involves assessing the degree to which 
governance structures G support or hinder the development of capabilities C, 
adhere to principles of justice J, and effectively navigate complexity M.  
 
Operationalization: Develop indicators for each theoretical component (capabilities, 
justice, complexity) to assess governance performance in protecting and promoting 
human rights and addressing historical wrongs. 
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The integration of capabilities, social justice, and complexity theories provides a 
comprehensive and nuanced framework for understanding the relationship 
between governance, justice, and human rights. Utilizing this comprehensive 
framework to scrutinize events such as the Poza Rica Massacre sheds light on the 
shortcomings and convolutions within governance structures.  
 
This approach weaves together the intellectual contributions of Amartya Sen, 
Martha Nussbaum, John Rawls, and Edgar Morin, providing a multi-faceted view on 
the intricate relationships among governance structures, the principles of justice, 
and the protection of human rights. 
 
The complex and layered theoretical approach to dissecting issues related to 
governance and the safeguarding of human rights, with a particular lens on 
historical events of injustice such as the Poza Rica Massacre. To translate this 
integrated theoretical framework into a form suitable for logical analysis and 
mathematical expression, we propose the development of a symbolic logic model. 
This model aims to distill the core principles and interactions highlighted by the 
combined theories into a structured format that allows for the mathematical 
exploration and representation of the dynamics at play. 
 
The symbolic logic model aims to formalize the relationships and interactions 
between governance, individual capabilities, justice, and societal complexity, as 
discussed in the theories of Sen, Nussbaum, Rawls, and Morin. This model will 
employ a set of symbols and functions to represent the theoretical constructs and 
their interactions, providing a structured way to analyze the impact of governance 
on human rights and societal health. See next Figure 10. 
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Figure 10   Integrated Model of Social Health: Interconnec/ons between Governance, Jus/ce, 
and Societal Complexity 

 

 
                     Source: Own elaboration, 

 
The Figure 10 presents a comprehensive approach to examining the nuanced 
interplay among governance, personal potential, societal intricacies, fairness, and 
overall societal well-being. This conceptual groundwork is pivotal for dissecting how 
different elements converge within a community to mold its health and progression. 
The ensuing exposition further explores this structure, focusing on the importance 
and synergy of each constituent, and strives to offer an elaborate insight into how 
governance influences societal outcomes. 
 
The crucial role of governance in the transformative journey of society cannot be 
overstated, serving as the foundation upon which policies, institutions, and 
regulations are built, shaping our collective existence. Its impact swings the 
pendulum of societal fortune, steering communities toward either flourishing 
prosperity or unsettling strife. This dichotomy underscores the significant 
divergence between the outcomes of effective governance and the pitfalls of its 
failure.  
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Effective governance creates a nurturing environment where individuals' potential 
is unlocked, resources are distributed with equity, and the intricate challenges of 
society are adeptly navigated. In contrast, inadequate governance magnifies 
inequalities, impedes personal growth, and erodes the fabric of community unity.  
 
The analysis introduces a sophisticated framework that explores how governance 
influences societal dynamics through three pivotal mechanisms: the enhancement 
or impairment of personal capabilities, the promotion of justice, and the 
management of societal complexity, labeled as Capabilities Modifier (α), Justice 
Modifier (β), and Complexity Modifier (γ). These elements act as vital instruments 
through which governance can shape and refine the societal structure, highlighting 
a complex but discernible relationship between governance strategies and their 
effects on societal well-being. The discourse sheds light on the nuanced ways 
governance can sculpt the contours of society, aiming to bolster resilience and 
promote a holistic sense of community health. Through examining this relationship, 
the indispensable role of governance in nurturing a robust, healthy society is vividly 
portrayed, serving as a guide for developing policies that aim to enhance the 
collective welfare of the community. 
 

The Role of Governance in Societal Evolu:on 
 
Governance, which encompasses the creation and implementation of policies, 
institutions, and regulations, is fundamental in defining the societal landscape. 
Effective governance fosters an environment where personal capabilities flourish, 
resources are allocated justly, and societal complexities are effectively managed, 
thereby nurturing a healthy society. On the other hand, poor governance can 
aggravate disparities, hinder personal development, and fragment communities. 
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Governance Tools: The Modifiers 
 
This framework identifies three essential modifiers (Capabilities Modifier (α), Justice 
Modifier (β), and Complexity Modifier (γ)) as the means through which governance 
impacts society. These modifiers influence the societal aspects of personal 
capabilities, justice, and complexity, adjusting them according to governance 
actions and strategies. This interaction demonstrates how governance can shape 
societal factors to cultivate a more prosperous community. 
 

Capabili$es Modifier (α) 
 
This modifier delineates the effect of governance on either augmenting or 
diminishing personal capabilities, including education, health care, economic 
prospects, and societal liberties. Initiatives aimed at enhancing access to education, 
improving health care quality, and fostering economic participation are crucial for 
broadening personal capabilities, thus enabling individuals to lead enriched and 
satisfying lives. 
 

Jus$ce Modifier (β) 
 
The Justice Modifier encapsulates governance's endeavor to foster equity and 
fairness within a community. This involves the equitable distribution of resources, 
guaranteeing equal opportunities, and safeguarding rights, with the goal of 
minimizing inequalities and bolstering social justice. Governance actions that tackle 
inherent injustices, establish social safety networks, and uphold legal fairness are 
indicative of how societal justice can be positively influenced. 
 

Complexity Modifier (γ) 
 
This modifier reflects governance's approach to managing and mitigating societal 
complexity, which may arise from demographic diversity, economic interlinkages, 
and technological progress. Through coherent and effective policies, governance 
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can alleviate or navigate this complexity, promoting unity and flexibility in 
addressing societal challenges. 
 

Integrated Effect Func$on (F) and Societal Well-Being 
 
Central to this framework is the Integrated Effect Function (F), a theoretical construct 
that amalgamates inputs from personal capabilities, justice, and societal complexity 
to evaluate societal well-being. This concept emphasizes that societal health is a 
complex notion, influenced by various interrelated factors. 
 

Societal Well-Being: The Paramount Objec$ve 
 
Defined by the outcome of the Integrated Effect Function, societal well-being 
transcends mere physical health to include mental wellness, social unity, economic 
security, and environmental care. A society in good health is one where individuals 
are empowered to reach their potential, justice is prevalent, and the complexities of 
social systems are adeptly managed, ensuring resilience and advancement. 
 

The Dynamics Among Components 
 
The elegance of this model lies in its portrayal of the dynamic interaction between 
governance, societal factors, and societal well-being. It elucidates a cyclical 
influence process, wherein governance molds societal factors, which, through the 
Integrated Effect Function, affect the society's health. This health feedback, in turn, 
can inform governance priorities and methods, fostering a cycle of ongoing 
refinement and enhancement. 
 

Real-World Applica$on Challenges 
 
Applying this model in practical scenarios presents several hurdles. Governance 
systems differ greatly across societies, shaped by unique historical, cultural, and 
political factors. Moreover, the modifiers and the Integrated Effect Function are 
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subject to external influences like global economic trends, technological evolution, 
and environmental emergencies. 
 
The discussed model provides a theoretical viewpoint for understanding the 
complex dynamics that characterize a society. It underscores the critical role of 
governance in influencing personal capabilities, justice, and societal complexity, 
which collectively impact societal well-being. By grasping these interactions, 
policymakers can craft more effective strategies to promote societal health, tackle 
disparities, and navigate the complexities of a rapidly evolving world. Ultimately, this 
model serves as a beacon, reminding us that a society's vitality mirrors the quality 
of its governance, justice, and the empowerment of its members, all interwoven in 
a complex yet manageable web that demands vigilant oversight to foster and 
improve. 
 

Basic Symbols and Func:ons 
 
Let G represent governance structures, with a focus on their ethical, transparent, 
and accountable dimensions. 
 
Let C represent individual capabilities, as defined by Sen and Nussbaum, including 
the range of essential freedoms and opportunities. 
 
Let J represent justice, drawing from Rawls' theory, particularly focusing on fairness 
and equality. 
 
Let M represent societal complexity, incorporating Morin's perspective on the 
interdependent and multifaceted nature of social systems. 
 
Let H represent societal health, in terms of human rights protection and justice, 
which is influenced by governance, capabilities, justice, and complexity. 
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Mathema:cal Representa:on 
 
The relationship between governance, individual capabilities, justice, societal 
complexity, and societal health can be represented by the following function: 
 

H = f (G, C, J, M) 
 

This function suggests that societal health in terms of human rights and justice H\ 
is a result of the interaction between governance structures G, individual capabilities 
C, justice as fairness J, and societal complexity M. The function f symbolizes the 
integrated effect of these variables on societal health. 
 
To further dissect the interaction among these components, we can introduce sub-
functions or modifiers that capture the nuances of each theory: 
 
1. Capabilities Modifier (α): A function that modifies the impact of governance 
based on the enhancement or limitation of individual capabilities. 
  

Α (G, C) → C ′ 
 
 Where C' represents the adjusted level of capabilities, influenced by governance. 
 
2. Justice Modifier (β) A function that adjusts the impact of governance on societal 
health through the lens of justice and fairness. 
  

Β (G, J )→J ′ 
 
 Where J' represents the adjusted level of justice, influenced by governance. 
 

3. Complexity Modifier (γ)	 A function that reflects the ability of governance to 
navigate societal complexity. 

Γ (G, M )→M ′ 
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 Where M' represents the adjusted level of societal complexity, considering 
governance effectiveness. 
 
Integrating these modifiers, the overall health of society in terms of human rights 
and justice can be represented as: 
 

H =F (α (G, C ) , β (G, J ) , γ (G, M) ) 

Interpreta:on 
 
This model posits that the health of a society, in terms of its adherence to human 
rights and principles of justice, is not solely dependent on the structure of its 
governance but is also significantly influenced by how these governance structures 
interact with individual capabilities, the principles of justice, and the inherent 
complexity of societal systems. 
 
The modifiers (α, β, γ) acknowledge that the impact of governance is mediated by 
its ability to enhance capabilities, ensure fairness and equality, and manage the 
complexities of the social system. See next Figure 11. 
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Figure 11 Mapping the Dynamics of Governance, Human Development, and Societal Health: 
A Conceptual Framework 

 

 
Source: Own elaboration. 

 
The symbolic logic model provides a structured framework to analyze and 
understand the nuanced interactions between governance, individual capabilities, 
justice, and societal complexity in the context of human rights and historical 
atrocities. By mathematically representing these interactions, the model facilitates a 
deeper exploration of the theoretical foundations proposed by Sen, Nussbaum, 
Rawls, and Morin, and offers a comprehensive approach to evaluating the factors 
that influence societal health and justice.  
 
According to Figure 8, describes a conceptual model that integrates various theories 
and modifiers to explain the dynamics between governance, human development, 
and societal health. 
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1. Nussbaum's Human Development Theory (NDT): This theory, which emphasizes 
the importance of human capabilities for development, influences the Capabilities 
Modifier (α). It suggests that enhancing individual capabilities is crucial for human 
development. 
 
2. Capabilities Modifier (α) (CM): This modifier represents the process through which 
governance influences individual capabilities (C). It acts upon the input from 
Nussbaum's theory to modify the level of individual capabilities in society. 
3. Individual Capabilities (C): These are the abilities and freedoms that individuals 
have, which are nurtured by Nussbaum's theory and modified by the Capabilities 
Modifier. They serve as input into the Integrated Effect Function (F), indicating their 
importance in determining societal health. 
 
4. Approach on Capabilities According to Sen (SCA): Echoing the principles found 
in Nussbaum's framework, Sen's perspective on capabilities centers around 
empowering individuals with the freedom to pursue a life of their own choosing. 
This philosophy significantly impacts the Integrated Effect Function (F), underlining 
the essential role that personal capabilities play in the overall well-being of society.   
 
5. Integrated Effect Function (F) (IEF): This function integrates inputs from individual 
capabilities, justice (J), and societal complexity (M) to result in societal health (H). It 
represents the culmination of various factors that determine the health of society. 
 
6. Societal Health (H): This is the outcome of the Integrated Effect Function, 
representing the overall well-being of society based on capabilities, justice, and 
complexity. 
 
7. Governance (G): Governance influences the Capabilities Modifier, Justice Modifier 
(β), and Complexity Modifier (γ), indicating its pivotal role in shaping societal 
dynamics through these mechanisms. 
 
8. Justice Modifier (β) (JM): This modifier reflects how governance actions can 
influence justice in society, including addressing human rights violations and social 
justice implications. 
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9. Justice (J): Impacted by human rights violations and social justice implications 
through the Justice Modifier, justice serves as another input into the Integrated 
Effect Function, highlighting its significance in determining societal health. 
 
10. Complexity Modifier (γ) (CMY): This modifier shows how governance can affect 
societal complexity (M), illustrating the challenges and intricacies of managing a 
diverse and interconnected society. 
 
11. Societal Complexity (M): Modified by the Complexity Modifier, societal 
complexity represents the various challenges and interconnections within society 
that affect its overall health and well-being. 
 
12. Human Rights Violations and Social Justice Implications (HRV): These are 
specific areas impacted by the Justice Modifier, indicating how governance actions 
can directly affect justice through addressing or failing to address these issues. 
 
The model illustrates a complex system where governance actions influence 
individual capabilities, justice, and societal complexity, which in turn determine 
societal health through the Integrated Effect Function. Each component and 
modifier play a critical role in shaping the outcomes, emphasizing the 
interconnectedness of governance, individual and societal capabilities, justice, and 
complexity in achieving a healthy society. 
 

Preliminary conclusions 
 
Drawing upon the intricate theories of Amartya Sen, Martha Nussbaum, John Rawls, 
and Edgar Morin, the analysis of the Poza Rica Massacre through the Comparative 
and Constant Analysis Method (CCAM) has unveiled profound insights into the 
governance failures and human rights abuses that culminated in this tragic event. 
This multi-dimensional approach, focusing on individual and structural aspects, 
simplicity versus complexity, and the interplay between justice, dignity, and human 
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rights, provides a comprehensive understanding of the underlying factors 
contributing to such atrocities. 
 
The comparative analysis underscores the divergent and convergent points of these 
theories, highlighting the necessity of governance structures that protect human 
dignity and rights. It emphasizes the importance of enhancing individual 
capabilities, establishing equitable structures, and managing complex societal 
challenges. Through the lens of these theoretical insights, the analysis delineates 
specific governance failures, including the lack of policies to protect individual 
capabilities, systemic injustices, and a failure to address complex societal issues 
effectively. 
 
Integrating the categories of capabilities, social justice, and complexity, the study 
proposes an innovative model framework. This framework is designed to evaluate 
governance systems based on their ability to promote individual capabilities, ensure 
fairness and equity, and navigate societal complexities. Mathematical 
representations and operationalization techniques have been introduced to assess 
governance performance, employing indicators for each theoretical component to 
provide a nuanced understanding of societal health. 
 
The analysis has identified three essential modifiers—Capabilities Modifier (α), 
Justice Modifier (β), and Complexity Modifier (γ)—as key mechanisms through 
which governance impacts society. These modifiers serve as tools for enhancing 
personal capabilities, promoting justice, and managing societal complexities, 
ultimately aiming to cultivate a prosperous community. 
 
Central to this framework is the Integrated Effect Function (F), which amalgamates 
inputs from personal capabilities, justice, and societal complexity to evaluate 
societal well-being. This concept underscores the complexity of societal health, 
influenced by various interrelated factors, and highlights the dynamic interaction 
between governance, societal factors, and societal health. 
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Applying this model to real-world scenarios poses challenges due to the variability 
of governance systems across societies and external influences like global 
economic trends and environmental emergencies. However, this theoretical guide 
underscores the critical role of governance in fostering societal health and 
navigating the complexities of a rapidly evolving world. In conclusion, the integrated 
theoretical framework offers profound insights into the governance failures and 
human rights abuses associated with the Poza Rica Massacre. 
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Sec)on 7 Intersec)ng Theories on the Path to Jus)ce: A 
Mul)dimensional Analysis of the Goyo’s Massacre and Its 
Broader Implica)ons for Human Rights and Societal 
Reform 
 
Through the lens of distinguished theories, the examination of the Goyo’s Massacre 
reveals not merely an egregious human rights infringement but also highlights the 
entrenched flaws within the political and societal frameworks of that era. This 
examination stresses the critical need for comprehensive strategies that address 
both the immediate breaches of individual capabilities and the underlying structural 
injustices fueling such catastrophic events. The insights derived from this tragedy 
underscore a persistent call for justice, human rights, and the upholding of human 
dignity against the backdrop of tyranny and wrongdoing. 
 
A. Amartya Sen's Capability Approach: Sen's framework, prioritizing the 
enhancement of individual capabilities as a crucial developmental metric, casts the 
Goyo’s Massacre in a particularly damning light. The incident starkly contravened 
the essence of Sen’s ideals, stripping individuals of their fundamental rights and 
freedoms, including the liberty to live securely, to express oneself, and to engage in 
the political realm without intimidation. The findings advocate for a societal structure 
wherein governmental actions foster rather than curtail the expansion of individual 
capabilities. 
 
B. Martha Nussbaum's Human Development Theory: According to Nussbaum’s 
perspective, the nurturing of basic human capabilities is essential. The brutalities 
witnessed during the Goyo’s Massacre severely impeded the cultivation of critical 
human capabilities, notably bodily integrity, and psychological health. The analysis 
derived from this perspective argues for the importance of confronting and 
redressing historical wrongs as a pathway to ensuring the holistic advancement of 
human development. 
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C. John Rawls' Justice as Fairness: Rawls’ conception of justice emphasizes the 
equitable distribution of rights and duties within societal institutions. The Goyo’s 
Massacre exemplifies a profound deviation from these ideals, especially evident in 
the functioning of law enforcement and the judiciary. Recommendations and 
findings from the investigation into this massacre offer a potential roadmap for 
correcting these deep-seated injustices, resonating with Rawls’ envisaged 
paradigm of a just and equitable society. 
 
This multifaceted analysis not only sheds light on the specific incident of the Goyos 
Massacre but also serves as a potent reminder of the ongoing challenges in 
achieving justice and equity. It calls for a sustained commitment to reforming and 
strengthening societal and political institutions to prevent future atrocities. By 
learning from past tragedies and implementing informed, comprehensive 
strategies, there lies the potential to forge a future that genuinely honors and 
protects the dignity, rights, and capabilities of every individual. 
 
The documented human rights transgressions starkly contravene both global 
standards and national statutes established to uphold human dignity and rights. 
These violations illuminate significant deficiencies in the governance framework, 
notably the lack of effective accountability measures and the urgent necessity for 
in-depth systemic reforms. Seen through the lens of social justice, these 
infringements require actions that extend beyond simple acknowledgment; they 
necessitate tangible, remedial efforts aimed at restoring the rights and dignity of the 
victims and their families. 
 
The directives proposed by the Commission are of paramount importance, 
underlining the essential need for governmental acknowledgment of these wrongs, 
the delivery of appropriate restitution to those afflicted, and the enactment of 
meaningful reforms at the institutional level to prevent such occurrences in the 
future. 
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Philosophical Perspec:ves on the Poza Rica Massacre: A Journey Towards 
Jus:ce, Human Rights, and Societal Development 
 
The investigation into the Poza Rica Massacre by the National Human Rights 
Commission offers a pivotal evaluation of human rights through the prism of 
historical events, engaging with the philosophical contributions of Sen, Nussbaum, 
and Rawls. This inquiry not only sheds light on the imperative of acknowledging 
historical transgressions but also their lingering effects on contemporary quests for 
social justice and human advancement.  
 
This analysis advocates for a relentless commitment to principles of justice, the 
enrichment of individual potential, and the quest for comprehensive personal 
growth to cultivate a society marked by equality and compassion. 
 
The ethical principles proposed by Amartya Sen, which prioritize the development 
of personal capabilities as fundamental to societal advancement, play a crucial role 
in understanding the profound impacts of the Poza Rica Massacre on individual 
well-being and the broader trajectory of societal development. 
 
 Sen's perspective, advocating for a broad view of development beyond mere 
economic growth to include diverse freedoms and opportunities, finds stark 
relevance in the aftermath of Poza Rica. The government's actions during this 
massacre not only resulted in loss of life and trauma but also significantly 
undermined the affected communities' ability to achieve valued functioning’s, 
directly challenging Sen's ideals of fostering individual capabilities. 
 
The repercussions of these government actions, extending beyond physical harm 
to encompass psychological distress and political suppression, starkly inhibited the 
community's expressional and participatory freedoms. This wholesale undermining 
of capabilities and well-being starkly illustrates the dire consequences of state 
actions that diminish rather than enhance individual capabilities.  
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The recommendations of the National Human Rights Commission resonate with 
Sen’s framework, underlining the need for acknowledgment, reparations, and 
structural changes to avert future violations. 
 
Martha Nussbaum’s Human Development Theory, emphasizing the cultivation of 
fundamental human capabilities, further elucidates the massacre's impact. 
Nussbaum's outlined capabilities, including bodily integrity and the capacity for 
emotion and association, were severely compromised by the atrocities. The theory 
posits the integral role of nurturing these capabilities in achieving full human 
development, suggesting that rectifying such historical injustices is essential for 
societal progress. See Figure 12. 
 
Figure 12 Intersec/ng Visions of Jus/ce and Development:  A Complex Analysis of Philosophical 

Theories and the Poza Rica Massacre 

 
Source: Own elaboration. 
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The National Human Rights Commission’s directives, advocating for recognition of 
the atrocities and reparations to victims, align with Nussbaum’s advocacy for 
restoring essential human capabilities. These steps are seen as foundational in 
overcoming the long-term impacts on human development and dignity. 
 
John Rawls' Justice as Fairness theory, with its emphasis on equitable societal 
structures and the protection of basic liberties, provides a lens through which the 
Poza Rica Massacre's implications for justice and equity are further examined. The 
event’s fallout, marked by egregious violations of basic rights and the perpetuation 
of social and economic disparities, starkly contrasts with Rawls' vision of a just 
society that upholds equal liberties and advantages the least privileged. 
 
This theoretical convergence prompts a critical reflection on the alignment of 
government actions with the principles of fairness and equity, spotlighting the 
massacre as a glaring departure from these ideals. The Commission's 
recommendations, aimed at mending the fractures inflicted by these injustices, seek 
to realign societal institutions with Rawls’ principles, advocating for a society where 
justice prevails, and human dignity is upheld. 
 
In synthesizing these philosophical perspectives, the analysis of the Poza Rica 
Massacre becomes a profound narrative on the necessity of confronting past 
injustices to pave the way for a future grounded in justice, human rights, and 
equitable development. It reinforces the argument for a societal commitment to 
enhancing human capabilities, addressing the roots of social inequity, and 
cultivating an environment where every individual can thrive. 
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Intersec:ng Philosophies and Complexity in Historical Context: A 
Mul:dimensional Approach to Jus:ce and Social Equity 
 
Exploring the complex interconnections among the philosophical theories of 
Amartya Sen, Martha Nussbaum, John Rawls, and Edgar Morin's theory of 
complexity, particularly in the context of the Poza Rica Massacre, presents a 
comprehensive examination of justice, human progress, and the quest for societal 
fairness. This analysis endeavors to unravel the philosophical foundations in 
connection with a significant historical incident, highlighting how the principles of 
complexity theory shed light on the intricate dynamics of societal challenges and 
the pursuit of fair advancement. 
 

Philosophical Underpinnings and Historical Context 
 
Central to this analysis are the pioneering contributions of Sen, Nussbaum, and 
Rawls, each offering a distinct perspective on societal constructs. Sen's concept of 
capabilities as the core of human growth critiques conventional measures of 
development, calling for a wider range of freedoms. Nussbaum builds on this by 
pinpointing essential capabilities for a dignified existence, emphasizing the 
significance of personal autonomy, emotional depth, and community ties. Rawls 
presents a justice model aimed at redistributing resources to benefit society's most 
disadvantaged, advocating for a systematic method to ensure freedoms and foster 
equality. 
 
The Poza Rica Massacre, a stark embodiment of historical injustices, serves as a 
critical case study through which the implications of these philosophical insights 
are magnified. The event's profound impact on communal and individual wellbeing, 
underscored by governmental negligence and suppression, echoes the dire need 
for frameworks that prioritize human dignity, as championed by Sen, Nussbaum, 
and Rawls. The aftermath, demanding recognition, reparation, and systemic reform, 
resonates deeply with the ethical imperatives these philosopher’s advocate. 
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Complexity Theory: A Lens of Interconnectedness 
 
Edgar Morin's complexity theory emerges as a pivotal analytical tool, offering a 
prism through which the entanglement of social, historical, and ethical dimensions 
can be comprehensively understood. Morin challenges reductionism, advocating 
for a recognition of the complex, often paradoxical nature of reality. Through 
principles such as dialogic, organizational recursivity, and the hologrammatic 
principle, Morin emphasizes the interconnectedness of knowledge and the 
necessity of embracing complexity in addressing societal issues. See Figure 13. 
 

Figure 13 Interconnected Frameworks for Societal Progress:  Philosophical Underpinnings, 
Complexity Theory, and Ethical Implica/ons 

 

 
Source: Own elaboration. 
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This Figure 13 represents an interconnected conceptual framework that 
encompasses philosophical underpinnings, complexity theory, and ethical and 
social implications, focusing on how these aspects combine to foster collective 
societal progress. Here's an explanation of the different sections of the graph. 
 

1. Philosophical Underpinnings and Historical Context 
 
This section highlights the contributions of Amartya Sen, Martha Nussbaum, and 
John Rawls to moral and political philosophy, especially regarding social justice, 
human capabilities, and dignity. Sen critiques conventional measures of 
development and proposes the capabilities approach, which Nussbaum expands 
with her list of central capabilities, emphasizing personal autonomy, emotional 
depth, and community ties. Rawls, in turn, advocates for resource redistribution and 
a systematic method for ensuring freedoms, with a shared focus on human dignity. 
These philosophers provide an analytical lens for examining historical events, such 
as the Poza Rica Massacre, highlighting the need for a deeper ethical understanding 
in historical analysis. 
 

2. Complexity Theory: A Lens of Interconnectedness 
 
Edgar Morin introduces complexity theory, which challenges reductionism and 
emphasizes the interconnectedness of knowledge. Morin proposes principles such 
as dialogism, organizational recursivity, and the hologrammatic principle to 
understand the inherent complexity in systems and processes. This section 
suggests that a complexity-based approach can offer valuable insights into social 
problem analysis by recognizing the interdependence and multidimensionality of 
phenomena. 
 

3. Societal Implica$ons and Ethical Mandates 
 
It explores how ideas about capabilities, justice, and equity translate into societal 
implications and ethical mandates, highlighting the necessity to address systemic 
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inequalities and promote human dignity. The connections between capabilities and 
progress, justice, and equality, as well as equity and dignity, underline the 
interrelation between philosophical theory and social practice. This segment 
emphasizes the centrality of human dignity in the works of Sen, Nussbaum, and 
Rawls, and how their theories demand a reconsideration of social structures and an 
ethical obligation towards equality and justice. 
 

4. Final Thoughts: Towards Collec$ve Be^erment 
 
Finally, the graph concludes with a vision towards collective betterment, integrating 
human development, social fairness, and ethical values. It underscores the 
necessity for historical awareness and recognizes the complexity of human 
societies in the effort to promote collective well-being. The interconnection between 
human development, social justice, and ethical values reflects a holistic 
understanding of progress, where collective betterment is seen as an integrated 
and multifaceted goal. 
 

Cross-Cubng Connec:ons 
 
The graph also illustrates how the analysis of a specific historical case, like the Poza 
Rica Massacre, can benefit from a complexity-informed approach, and how this 
approach can facilitate pathways towards collective betterment, highlighting the 
interaction between theory and practice, as well as between philosophical analysis 
and ethical considerations in designing more just and equitable societies. 
 

Societal Implica$ons and Ethical Mandates 
 
The philosophical theories under discussion implore societies to redefine 
development, justice, and equity beyond conventional parameters. Sen's emphasis 
on capabilities invites a reevaluation of what constitutes true progress, pushing for 
an expansion of freedoms and opportunities. Nussbaum's focus on essential 
capabilities calls for societal structures that nurture human dignity, spotlighting the 
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catastrophic effects of their neglect, as evidenced by the Poza Rica Massacre. 
Rawls' advocacy for a just society underscores the ethical obligation to rectify 
systemic inequalities, ensuring that social and economic structures serve the most 
vulnerable. 
 

The Poza Rica Massacre: Reflec:ng on Injus:ce 
 
The massacre exemplifies the catastrophic outcomes when state mechanisms fail 
to protect their citizens, violating the very principles of justice, capability 
enhancement, and human dignity that Sen, Nussbaum, and Rawls champion. The 
incident not only inflicted immediate harm but also left enduring scars on the social 
and psychological fabric of the community, highlighting the urgent necessity for a 
justice system that acknowledges and rectifies such historical injustices. 
 

Naviga$ng Complexity: Towards an Inclusive Future 
 
The integration of complexity theory with the philosophical insights on justice and 
development underscores the need for a nuanced understanding of societal issues. 
Morin's framework encourages a holistic view that recognizes the intricate web of 
factors influencing societal dynamics. This approach is crucial for devising 
strategies that are responsive to the multifaceted nature of human rights, justice, 
and societal advancement. 
 
The synthesis of the philosophical insights of Sen, Nussbaum, and Rawls, when 
examined through the lens of Morin's complexity theory against the historical 
backdrop of the Poza Rica Massacre, provides a comprehensive framework for 
understanding and tackling the intricacies of societal progress and justice. This 
cohesive approach underscores the critical need to factor in the vast ramifications 
of human capabilities, justice, and social fairness in our pursuit of a future that 
enables the complete realization of every individual's potential. 
 
 



128 
 

Advancing on this journey requires a shared dedication to augmenting human 
capabilities, ameliorating social disparities, and nurturing a setting where everyone 
can thrive. By fostering a deeper recognition of the synergy between ethical values, 
historical awareness, and the complex nature of human societies, we can envision 
a society where justice and human development are seamlessly intertwined, 
steering us towards a collective future marked by greater equity and empathy. 
 

Preliminary conclusions 
 
Through the analytical lens of distinguished theories, the exploration of the Goyo’s 
Massacre not only exposes a grave human rights infringement but also illuminates 
the deep-seated flaws within the era's political and societal frameworks. This 
investigation underscores the imperative for holistic strategies that address both the 
immediate breaches of individual capabilities and the underlying structural 
injustices fueling such catastrophic events. The insights gleaned from this tragedy 
underscore a persistent call for justice, human rights, and the preservation of human 
dignity against the backdrop of tyranny and wrongdoing. 
 
Amartya Sen's Capability Approach: Sen's framework, which prioritizes the 
enhancement of individual capabilities as a crucial developmental metric, casts the 
Goyo’s Massacre in a particularly damning light. The incident starkly contravened 
the essence of Sen’s ideals, stripping individuals of their fundamental rights and 
freedoms. This underscores the need for a societal structure where governmental 
actions foster, rather than curtail, the expansion of individual capabilities. 
 
Martha Nussbaum's Human Development Theory: Nussbaum’s perspective 
emphasizes the nurturing of basic human capabilities, crucial for achieving full 
human development. The Goyo’s Massacre severely impeded the cultivation of 
critical human capabilities, such as bodily integrity and psychological health, 
arguing for the importance of confronting and redressing historical wrongs to 
ensure the holistic advancement of human development. 
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John Rawls' Justice as Fairness: Rawls’ theory of justice, which emphasizes the 
equitable distribution of rights and duties, shows that the Goyo’s Massacre 
represents a profound deviation from these ideals. The recommendations from the 
investigation into this massacre offer a potential roadmap for rectifying these deep-
seated injustices, aligning with Rawls’ vision of a just and equitable society. 
 
The multifaceted analysis not only sheds light on the specific incident of the Goyo’s 
Massacre but also serves as a potent reminder of the ongoing challenges in 
achieving justice and equity. It calls for a sustained commitment to reforming and 
strengthening societal and political institutions to prevent future atrocities. By 
learning from past tragedies and implementing informed, comprehensive 
strategies, there is potential to forge a future that genuinely honors and protects the 
dignity, rights, and capabilities of every individual. 
 
The documented human rights transgressions against the backdrop of the Goyo’s 
Massacre starkly contravene both global standards and national statutes 
established to uphold human dignity and rights. These violations illuminate 
significant deficiencies in the governance framework, notably the lack of effective 
accountability measures and the urgent necessity for in-depth systemic reforms. 
Through the lens of social justice, these infringements require actions that extend 
beyond simple acknowledgment; they necessitate tangible, remedial efforts aimed 
at restoring the rights and dignity of the victims and their families. 
 
The investigation into the Goyo’s Massacre by the National Human Rights 
Commission offers a pivotal evaluation of human rights through the prism of 
historical events, engaging with the philosophical contributions of Sen, Nussbaum, 
and Rawls. This inquiry not only sheds light on the imperative of acknowledging 
historical transgressions but also their lingering effects on contemporary quests for 
social justice and human advancement.  
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This analysis advocates for a relentless commitment to principles of justice, the 
enrichment of individual potential, and the quest for comprehensive personal 
growth to cultivate a society marked by equality and compassion. The ethical 
principles proposed by Amartya Sen, which prioritize the development of personal 
capabilities as fundamental to societal advancement, play a crucial role in 
understanding the profound impacts of the Goyo’s Massacre on individual well-
being and the broader trajectory of societal development. 
 
Sen's perspective, advocating for a broad view of development beyond mere 
economic growth to include diverse freedoms and opportunities, finds stark 
relevance in the aftermath of Goyo’s. The government's actions during this 
massacre not only resulted in loss of life and trauma but also significantly 
undermined the affected communities' ability to achieve valued functioning’s, 
directly challenging Sen's ideals of fostering individual capabilities. 
 
Martha Nussbaum’s Human Development Theory, emphasizing the cultivation of 
fundamental human capabilities, further elucidates the massacre's impact. 
Nussbaum's outlined capabilities, including bodily integrity and the capacity for 
emotion and association, were severely compromised by the atrocities. The theory 
posits the integral role of nurturing these capabilities in achieving full human 
development, suggesting that rectifying such historical injustices is essential for 
societal progress. 
 
John Rawls' Justice as Fairness theory, with its emphasis on equitable societal 
structures and the protection of basic liberties, provides a lens through which the 
Goyo’s Massacre's implications for justice and equity are further examined. The 
event’s fallout, marked by egregious violations of basic rights and the perpetuation 
of social and economic disparities, starkly contrasts with Rawls' vision of a just 
society that upholds equal liberties and advantages the least privileged. 
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These philosophical perspectives, the analysis of the Goyo’s Massacre becomes a 
profound narrative on the necessity of confronting past injustices to pave the way 
for a future grounded in justice, human rights, and equitable development. It 
reinforces the argument for a societal commitment to enhancing human 
capabilities, addressing the roots of social inequity, and cultivating an environment 
where every individual can thrive. 
 
Exploring the complex interconnections among the philosophical theories of 
Amartya Sen, Martha Nussbaum, John Rawls, and Edgar Morin's theory of 
complexity, particularly in the context of the Goyo’s Massacre, presents a 
comprehensive examination of justice, human progress, and the quest for societal 
fairness. This cohesive approach underscores the critical need to factor in the vast 
ramifications of human capabilities, justice, and social fairness in our pursuit of a 
future that enables the complete realization of every individual's potential. 
 
Advancing on this journey requires a shared dedication to augmenting human 
capabilities, ameliorating social disparities, and nurturing a setting where everyone 
can thrive. By fostering a deeper recognition of the synergy between ethical values, 
historical awareness, and the complex nature of human societies, we can envision 
a society where justice and human development are seamlessly intertwined, 
steering us towards a collective future marked by greater equity and empathy. 
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Sec)on 8 Revolu)onizing Human Rights Analysis: 
Unveiling the Depths of the Goyo's Massacre through 
Legal and Theore)cal Lenses 
 
 
The opening section presents a thorough exploration of the catastrophic events that 
occurred in Poza Rica, merging legal scrutiny with philosophical reflections to cast 
light on the grave violations of human rights that ensued. This analysis brings 
together the philosophical perspectives of eminent scholars such as Amartya Sen, 
Martha Nussbaum, and John Rawls, aiming to deepen our understanding of the 
massacre's significant impact on individual lives and the fabric of society, thus 
stressing the critical need to maintain human dignity and essential liberties. 
 
This comprehensive investigative approach not only highlights the transgressions 
against basic human rights but also examines the wider ramifications of these 
transgressions on personal freedom and the integrity of the community. By 
integrating the insights provided by Sen's Capability Approach, Nussbaum's 
essential capabilities framework, and Rawls' principles of justice, the study seeks to 
broaden the conversation around legal analyses, advocating for assessments that 
prioritize human welfare and the protection of crucial freedoms. The analysis serves 
to critique the systemic faults and disparities, spotlighting the failure of the state to 
offer protection to its most at-risk citizens. 
 
Through this extensive exploration, the study proposes a nuanced perspective that 
demands substantial systemic reforms and the strengthening of community 
autonomy, pushing for the promotion of ethical governance and the defense of 
justice and human rights. This comprehensive viewpoint not only offers a 
meticulous account of the events surrounding the Goyo's Massacre but also 
suggests a forward-thinking approach for addressing the complex challenges that 
face society today, underlining the importance of ethical leadership and innovative 
systemic changes to promote long-term societal health. 
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In this manner, the study sets out to not just document the violations and their 
immediate effects but to foster a broader discourse on the need for a societal 
paradigm that cherishes and protects human rights, justice, and equality as its core 
principles. 
 

Legal and Theore:cal Perspec:ves on the Goyo's Massacre 
 
A transformative examination of the Goyo’s Massacre, focusing on the tragic events 
in Poza Rica, through the fusion of legal scrutiny and theoretical insights, notably 
those drawn from the works of Sen, Nussbaum, and Rawls, casts a fresh light on 
the egregious human rights breaches observed. This enriched perspective 
underscores the importance of a multidimensional probe into the incident: 
 
Comprehensive Insights into Rights Breaches: Merging legal viewpoints with 
theories on capabilities and justice broadens the scope of analysis, uncovering the 
profound societal and individual ramifications of state conduct. This widened lens 
offers an intricate portrayal of how governmental actions infringe on core human 
rights, including the sanctity of life, protection against torture, freedom of expression 
and assembly, and rights related to employment and equitable working conditions. 
 
Enhanced Focus on Personal Agency: The application of Sen's Capability Approach 
underlines the critical examination of how the massacre impeded victims' choices 
and quality of life, pushing the discourse towards a human-centric evaluation of 
rights violations. 
 
Advocacy for Human Dignity and Fundamental Freedoms: Nussbaum's framework 
on essential human capabilities enriches the legal discourse by setting a 
benchmark for assessing the denial of crucial freedoms and well-being, ensuring 
that the analysis respects the spectrum of human dignity and integrity often 
neglected in conventional legal analyses. 
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Critique of Injustice and Inequality: The utilization of Rawls' Theory of Justice in 
dissecting the Poza Rica tragedy spotlights the state's neglect in safeguarding its 
citizens, particularly the marginalized. This perspective facilitates a critical 
assessment of fairness and systemic bias, spotlighting the deep-seated issues 
fueling such calamities. 
 
Recognition of Broad Impacts: Acknowledging the extensive effects on both 
individuals and the wider community, including trauma, stifling of dissent, and 
eroding trust in governance, the study interweaves theoretical insights to not just 
catalog these impacts but to place them within a larger narrative of human rights 
and social justice, thus addressing the enduring effects on social structures and 
personal agency. 
 
Unpacking Systemic Flaws: By leveraging sophisticated theories against the 
backdrop of collected evidence and accounts from the Poza Rica Massacre, this 
analysis illuminate’s governance, and societal failings, underscoring the imperative 
to rectify these foundational issues to forestall future abuses and foster a more 
equitable society. 
 
Building on this nuanced analysis, a further exploration into the Goyo’s Massacre's 
complexities introduces the application of complexity theory and ethical 
considerations from Sen, Nussbaum, Rawls, and Morin, broadening the discourse 
to encompass systemic intricacies and moral imperatives. 
 
Complexity and Ethical Dimensions: This extended inquiry illuminates the dynamic 
interrelations among societal, political, and economic elements that precipitated the 
massacre, emphasizing the role of feedback loops and systemic vulnerabilities. It 
advocates for a moral compass in addressing human rights abuses, guided by 
principles of dignity, justice, and capability enhancement, while also envisioning a 
redefined sense of human interconnectedness and community resilience as pivotal 
to confronting and mitigating such tragedies. 
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Towards a Holistic Social Transformation: This advanced reflection stresses the 
necessity for comprehensive strategies that integrate legal, ethical, and societal 
considerations, advocating for profound systemic reforms. It calls for empowering 
communities and fostering ethical leadership committed to upholding human 
dignity and ensuring justice, thus charting a path toward more humane, just, and 
resilient societies in the aftermath of the Goyo’s Massacre and beyond. 
 
Through the lens of complex thought and ethical theory, this approach not only 
deepens the understanding of the massacre but also offers a blueprint for 
addressing the multifaceted challenges of modern society, emphasizing the 
importance of ethical governance, community empowerment, and systemic 
innovation for sustainable social progress. 
 

Interdisciplinary Methodology for Analyzing the Goyo’s Massacre: Legal, 
Theore:cal, and Historical Perspec:ves on Human Rights Viola:ons 
 
The methodology employed to meticulously dissect the Goyo’s Massacre in Poza 
Rica intricately intertwines legal and theoretical realms to furnish a comprehensive 
comprehension of the case. This approach amalgamates legal considerations with 
theoretical frameworks, aiming to proffer a holistic panorama of the events and their 
repercussions. By delving into historical documents, records, testimonies, and 
theories encompassing social justice and human capabilities, this methodology 
endeavors to elucidate the intricacies of the massacre and its aftermath. 
 
Regarding legal facets, the analysis meticulously scrutinizes the obligations of the 
involved authorities and the dearth of legal redress pursued. This encompasses a 
meticulous examination of national and international legal frameworks concerning 
human rights violations, aimed at deciphering the legal ramifications of the events 
in Poza Rica. 
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The theoretical perspectives such as the capabilities approach advocated by Sen 
and Nussbaum, alongside Rawls' theory of social justice, are harnessed to 
scrutinize the ethical and justice dimensions of the human rights violations. These 
theories serve as a prism through which to gauge the impact of the massacre on 
individual capabilities and to assess government actions predicated upon 
principles of justice and equity. 
 
Moreover, the methodology encompasses a comprehensive review of historical 
documents, official records, and testimonies. Historical archives proffer insights into 
the socio-political backdrop preceding the massacre, whereas official records 
furnish details regarding the responses (or lack thereof) from governmental and 
judicial authorities. Testimonies from witnesses and victims endow a human 
perspective, furnishing personal narratives indispensable for comprehending the 
human experience underlying the documented facts. 
 
By integrating legal analysis, theoretical frameworks, and historical scrutiny, this 
methodology endeavors to yield a profound and multidimensional comprehension 
of the Goyo’s Massacre case. Through such endeavors, it lays a sturdy groundwork 
for a discerning and ethical evaluation of the events and their enduring 
reverberations. 
 
The evaluation of evidence and testimonies occupies a pivotal stance within this 
methodology. Testimonies from survivors and kinfolk, in tandem with historical 
documents, serve as bedrock elements in reconstructing the events and 
substantiating allegations of human rights violations. They proffer a counter-
narrative to official accounts, unearthing the veracity behind the actions of 
authorities and their ramifications upon victims. 
 
Employing capability theories and principles of social justice further illumines the 
inherent violations within the Goyo’s Massacre. Sen's capability approach 
accentuates the deprivation of individuals' esteemed functions, while Nussbaum's 
central human capabilities underscore the negation of essential facets of human 
dignity. Rawls' theory of justice exposes the state's dereliction in upholding fairness 
and parity, particularly in safeguarding the most vulnerable segments of society. 
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Identifying specific human rights violations, encompassing the right to life, freedom 
from torture, and freedom of expression and assembly, unveils the extent of 
encroachment upon fundamental rights. The impact upon victims and the 
community, comprising physical and psychological trauma, suppression of political 
dissent, and escalated distrust in governmental institutions, further underscores the 
severity of the transgressions and their enduring repercussions. See Figure 14. 
 

Figure 14 Methodological Framework for Comprehensive Analysis of Legal, Theore/cal, and 
Historical Aspects in Assessing Human Rights Viola/ons 

 
 

 
 
Source: Own elaboration. 
 

The analysis of the Goyo’s Massacre through a multidimensional methodology 
unveils profound violations of human rights and capabilities. It underscores the 
imperativeness of a societal framework prioritizing the safeguarding of individual 
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rights and capabilities, thereby ensuring justice and equity as fundamental tenets of 
governance and societal interaction.  
 
According to Figure 14, illustrates a network of interconnected factors crucial for 
conducting an in-depth examination of a phenomenon. Below, I delineate these 
factors along with their explanatory correlations: 
 
1. Legal Dimensions (L): This facet encapsulates pertinent legal dimensions 
concerning the phenomenon, encompassing laws, regulations, and relevant 
policies. 83 
2. Theoretical Frameworks (T): This aspect encompasses theoretical frameworks 
pertinent to the phenomenon, including conceptual models and theories essential 
for understanding its essence and dynamics. 84 
3. Historical Context (D): This factor comprises significant historical documents 
providing contextual background to the phenomenon under scrutiny.85 
4. Official Documentation (R): This variable denotes official records and documents 
containing crucial information regarding the phenomenon, such as governmental 
reports, statistics, and public records. 86 
5. Personal Narratives (Te): This element embodies personal testimonies and 
firsthand accounts from individuals directly impacted by the phenomenon, offering 
valuable insights into its ramifications. 87 

 
83 Legal Aspects: The legal implications of the case are examined, including the responsibility of the 
involved authorities and the absence of legal actions. This involves an analysis of the relevant 
national and international legal frameworks pertaining to human rights violations. 
84 Theoretical Aspects: The theories of capabilities (Sen and Nussbaum) and social justice (John 
Rawls) are applied to interpret and assess the impact of human rights violations from an ethical and 
justice perspective. This includes an analysis of the impact on individual capabilities and the 
evaluation of government policies and actions based on principles of justice and equity. 
85 Historical Documents: Historical archives are reviewed to understand the context and events that 
led to the massacre. These documents provide crucial information on the political, social, and 
economic environment of the time. 
86  Records: Official records, including government and judicial reports, are examined to gain a 
detailed view of the responses and legal actions (or lack thereof) that followed the event. 
87  Testimonies: The accounts of witnesses and victims are fundamental in understanding the human 
experience behind the facts. These testimonies offer personal perspectives that are essential for a 
complete understanding of the implications of the massacre. 
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6. Evidence Scrutiny (E): This factor pertains to the evaluation and analysis of 
available evidence, including empirical data, testimonies, and documents, essential 
for a deeper comprehension of the phenomenon and its consequences. 88 
7. Capability Perspectives (C): This component encompasses theories concerning 
capability and human development, such as those proposed by Sen and 
Nussbaum, facilitating the analysis of resource and opportunity distribution among 
diverse societal groups. 
8. Justice Principles (J): This variable represents justice theories, including those 
proposed by John Rawls, providing a conceptual framework for assessing equity 
and resource allocation within society. 
9. Violations of Human Rights (V): This factor signifies instances of human rights 
violations linked to the phenomenon, such as discrimination, violence, or 
deprivation of fundamental freedoms.  89 
10. Impact on Individuals and Communities (I): This aspect reflects the 
repercussions of the phenomenon on individuals and the affected community, 
encompassing aspects like trauma, loss, changes in quality of life, and social 
cohesion. 
 
The explanatory correlations among these factors are manifested through "AND" 
relationships within the diagram, implying that a comprehensive understanding of 
the phenomenon necessitates considering multiple variables simultaneously. For 
instance: 
 

 
88 The evidence presented in the case of the Poza Rica Massacre includes testimonies from survivors, 
family members of victims, and historical documents from government archives. These pieces of 
evidence are crucial in reconstructing the events and establishing the extent of human rights 
violations. The testimonies offer a personal and emotive account of the events, providing insight into 
the experiences of those directly affected. 
89  Physical and Psychological Trauma. Many survivors and families of the victims experienced long-
term psychological trauma. Suppression of Political Dissent. The massacre had a chilling effect on 
political expression and activism, hindering democratic processes. Community Distrust in 
Government. The events led to increased distrust in the government and its institutions, particularly 
among the working class and political dissidents. 
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The evaluation of evidence (E) relies on historical documents (D) and official 
records (R). The interpretation of implications (F) hinges on capability theories (C) 
and justice theory (J). 
 
A comprehensive analysis (A) mandates the consideration of legal aspects (L) and 
theoretical frameworks (T), among others. 
 

Construc:ng a Symbolic Logic Inference Framework for Analyzing the 
Goyo's Massacre: Integra:ng Legal, Theore:cal, and Eviden:al 
Perspec:ves 
 
To create a symbolic logic inferential network model based on the detailed analysis 
of the original text on the methodology adopted to analyze the Goyo’s Massacre in 
Poza Rica, we will structure the main elements and their relationships using 
mathematical notation. This model will represent the main claims, the evidence, and 
how they relate to each other to support the conclusions. 
 

Defini$ons of variables and constants 
 

L for legal aspects. 
T for theoretical aspects. 
D for historical documents. 
R for official records. 
Te for testimonies. 
E for evidence evaluation. 
C for capability theories (Sen and Nussbaum). 
J for justice theory (John Rawls). 
V for human rights violations. 
I for impact on victims and community. 

 

Rela$ons and proposi$ons 
 

The integration of legal (L) and theoretical (T) aspects is fundamental to the 
analysis (A). 
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The review of historical documents (D), records (R), and testimonies (Te) is 
crucial for understanding the event (B). 
The evaluation of evidence (E) is based on the analysis of documents (D), 
records (R), and testimonies (Te). 
Capability theories (C) and justice (J) are applied to interpret the implications of 
the case (F). 
The identification of human rights violations (V) and the impact on the victims 
(I) derive from E, C, and J. 

 

Model in mathema$cal nota$on 
 

A ← L ∧	T 
B ← D ∧	R ∧	Te 
E ← D ∧	R ∧	Te 
F ← C ∧	J 
V ∧	I ← E ∧	F 

 

Inferences 
 

From A and B, it follows that the comprehensive analysis (A + B ) provides a solid 
basis for understanding the case from multiple perspectives. 
 
The combination of E and F leads to a deep understanding of human rights 
violations (V) and their impacts (I). 

 
This model simplifies the logical structure of the analysis of the Goyos Massacre 
case in Poza Rica, showing how legal and theoretical aspects, together with the 
review of documentary and testimonial evidence, and the application of capability 
and justice theories, combine to identify human rights violations and assess their 
impact. Symbolic logic helps to understand how each component contributes to 
the comprehensive analysis of the case, allowing for a critical and ethical evaluation 
of the events and their long-term consequences. 
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Preliminary conclusions 
 
Crafting a detailed and expansive synthesis of 1200 words to encapsulate the 
findings from a comprehensive examination of the tragic incident known as the 
Goyo's Massacre in Poza Rica, and integrating nuanced insights from the realms of 
law, philosophy, and theory — particularly drawing on the works of Amartya Sen, 
Martha Nussbaum, and John Rawls — requires a deep engagement with the 
complex layers of this calamity. This endeavor not only illuminates the stark 
breaches of human rights involved but also sheds light on the broader implications 
of such breaches for individual autonomy, the cohesion of communities, and the 
fabric of society at large. 
 
The foundation of this analysis is a deep-seated concern for the intrinsic worth of 
human beings and the preservation of fundamental freedoms. Leveraging the 
intellectual contributions of Sen, Nussbaum, and Rawls, the examination moves 
beyond mere legal critique to adopt a comprehensive perspective on justice. This 
perspective weaves together the capability approach, the notion of critical 
capabilities, and justice theories to critique systemic inadequacies and call for 
meaningful reform. This multifaceted approach does more than delineate the legal 
and moral failings surrounding the Goyo's Massacre; it places these events within a 
wider socio-political and economic milieu, offering a layered understanding of how 
individual liberties intersect with systemic injustices. 
 
Analyzing the tragedy in Poza Rica through both legal and philosophical lenses 
allows for a richer appreciation of its consequences—not merely as acts of violence 
but as symptoms of larger, systemic issues. Incorporating Sen's capability 
approach, Nussbaum's essential capabilities framework, and Rawls' justice 
principles, the investigation expands the conversation around human rights. It 
stresses the significance of fostering a society that upholds human welfare, dignity, 
and basic freedoms. 
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This holistic examination of the Goyo's Massacre uncovers critical insights into the 
state's failure to protect its populace, especially the most vulnerable. This failure 
represents not just a legal neglect but a profound moral and ethical oversight. The 
study calls for a re-envisioned societal model that places human rights, justice, and 
equality at its core. Achieving such a shift necessitates systemic reforms, ethical 
leadership, and community empowerment to enhance resilience and prevent future 
tragedies. 
 
The study's in-depth exploration into the massacre, informed by complexity theory 
and ethical frameworks, emphasizes the interplay of societal, political, and 
economic elements contributing to such disasters. This comprehensive approach 
highlights the imperative of confronting human rights abuses with a moral compass 
guided by dignity, justice, and capability enhancement. It advocates for a 
reimagined understanding of human interconnection and community resilience, 
spotlighting ethical leadership and systemic innovation as keys to fostering 
sustainable social advancement. 
 
The methodological approach taken to dissect the Goyo’s Massacre is 
distinguished by its cross-disciplinary nature, merging legal, theoretical, and 
historical viewpoints. This robust methodology facilitates a broad analysis of the 
events and their repercussions, offering insights that transcend legal blame to 
consider moral, societal, and economic aspects. Employing capability theories and 
social justice principles further deepens this analysis, revealing the profound effects 
of the massacre on both individuals and the wider community. 
 
The study's initial findings highlight an essential call for societies to reassess their 
core values, emphasizing the safeguarding of human rights, justice, and equality. 
The reflections from examining the Goyo's Massacre not only elucidate the 
immediate impact of the tragedy but also its enduring effects on the fabric of society. 
By championing systemic reform, ethical governance, and community 
empowerment, this research provides a roadmap for tackling the intricate 
challenges facing contemporary societies, underlining the need for a holistic 
approach to justice and human rights. 
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Preliminary conclusions  
 
Drawn from this study not only memorialize the harrowing events of the Goyo's 
Massacre but also serve as a clarion call for global societies. It is a stark reminder 
of the pressing necessity to reaffirm our commitment to the principles of human 
dignity, justice, and equality, to ensure that such atrocities are never repeated and 
that the rights and well-being of all individuals are steadfastly protected and 
promoted. 
 
This in-depth analysis of the Goyo's Massacre via legal, philosophical, and 
theoretical perspectives delivers a poignant critique of the current state of human 
rights and social justice. It not only chronicles the infractions and their direct 
consequences but also encourages a wider discussion on the societal imperative 
for a new framework that fundamentally values and protects human rights. Through 
an insightful exploration of the dynamics between individual rights and systemic 
challenges, the study offers a progressive blueprint for societal evolution, 
emphasizing the critical role of ethical leadership and structural changes in 
promoting the long-term welfare and dignity of society. 
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Sec)on 9 Interweaving Jus)ce and Society: A 
Comprehensive Explora)on of Legal and Ethical 
Founda)ons 

 
The fabric of justice in society represents a complex and multifaceted tapestry, 
interwoven with legal mandates, ethical norms, judicial processes, and their 
consequent societal outcomes. This intricate network, often referred to as Inferential 
Networks, provides a structured lens to examine the nuanced interrelations that 
underpin the legal system's functionality and its broader implications on societal 
dynamics. Through this lens, we can better understand the vital interdependencies 
that shape legal systems and determine their effectiveness or shortcomings within 
the social landscape. 
 
At the heart of societal governance and order lies the intricate web of legal duties 
and mandates. These legal constructs serve as the bedrock upon which the 
equilibrium of society and the dispensation of justice are upheld. They delineate the 
spectrum of responsibilities incumbent upon individuals and institutions, 
safeguarding individual rights and ensuring the execution of obligations. Moreover, 
they are pivotal in embracing and addressing emerging challenges, integrating 
ethical judgment and moral considerations to foster a more comprehensive 
approach to governance and law. 
 
Parallel to legal mandates, ethical responsibilities play a crucial role in guiding 
individual and collective behavior within society. These responsibilities, though not 
confined within the strictures of law, leverage a shared moral foundation to 
influence legal reform and justice application. They underscore the significance of 
adhering to justice and morality's spirit, extending beyond the mere letter of the law. 
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The realm of global commitments further influences the legal and ethical 
landscape. International agreements, spanning various issues from human rights to 
environmental protection, contribute to shaping legal standards beyond national 
borders. These commitments foster international collaboration, enhancing 
domestic legal systems and promoting a cohesive global legal and ethical 
framework. 
 
The journey towards justice is underpinned by key processes, including thorough 
investigations, the prosecution of offenders, and the acknowledgment of offenses. 
This triad is essential for the realization of justice, facilitating the uncovering of truth, 
holding offenders accountable, and providing acknowledgment and rectification for 
wrongs. Such processes are crucial for restoring societal faith in the legal system, 
deterring future offenses, and offering closure to affected parties. 
 
The fulfillment of justice symbolizes the peak of the judicial process, embodying the 
collective aspirations for legal and ethical justice. Achieving this zenith not only 
reinstates trust in the legal framework but also serves as a deterrent and a 
mechanism for societal healing and restoration. 
 
At the foundation of democratic societies and the pursuit of justice lies the keystone 
of trust in legal institutions. This trust is cultivated through the consistent, 
transparent, and fair application of laws, enriched by ethical obligations that ensure 
adherence to a broader moral compass. 
 

The Fabric of Jus:ce in Society: An In-depth Analysis 
 
The Inferential Network offers a comprehensive mapping of the balance between 
legal mandates, ethical norms, and their societal manifestations. This balance is 
essential for nurturing trust, preventing societal discord, and establishing a just 
society. The interplay between global commitments and domestic challenges 
underscores the globalized nature of justice and the necessity for international 
cooperation to address legal deficiencies. 
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Envisioning a just society through the detailed examination of the Inferential 
Network within the context of justice and societal dynamics reveals the symbiotic 
relationship between legal systems, ethical frameworks, and societal well-being. 
This narrative emphasizes the importance of upholding a justice system that is both 
effective and ethically grounded, crucial for fostering a community characterized by 
legal integrity, moral righteousness, and social harmony. 
 
Inferential Networks offer a structured lens through which the complex interrelations 
between legal mandates, ethical norms, judicial processes, and societal outcomes 
can be scrutinized. Situating these networks within the realm of justice and societal 
dynamics illuminates the vital interdependencies that mold legal systems and 
shape their effectiveness or shortcomings within the broader social landscape. 
 

Founda:ons of Legal and Ethical Integrity 
 

The Bedrock of Legal Du$es (L) 
 
Central to the fabric of societal governance and order is the intricate tapestry of legal 
mandates. These mandates delineate the spectrum of responsibilities and duties 
incumbent upon both individuals and collective institutions. Serving as the 
foundational pillars that uphold societal equilibrium and the dispensation of justice, 
these legal constructs safeguard individual rights and ensure the execution of 
obligations.  They are at the forefront of embracing and addressing novel 
challenges, weaving in the threads of ethical judgment and moral considerations to 
form a more holistic approach to governance and law. 
 

The Essence of Ethical Responsibili$es (E) 
 
Ethical responsibilities encapsulate the moral compass that guides both individual 
actions and collective societal behavior. These responsibilities, unbound by the rigid 
structures of law, rely on a shared moral foundation to influence legal reform and 
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the application of justice. They underscore the importance of adhering to the spirit 
of justice and morality, beyond the mere letter of the law. 
 

The Influence of Global Commitments (I) 
 
Global commitments, manifested through international agreements, play a pivotal 
role in shaping legal standards across borders. These agreements, spanning 
human rights to environmental stewardship, contribute to a cohesive global legal 
and ethical framework. They represent a collective commitment to uphold certain 
principles, fostering international collaboration and enhancing domestic legal 
systems. 
 

Challenges in the Legal Scaffold (D) 
 
Challenges within the legal scaffold, marked by deficiencies in the legal framework 
(D), signify the obstacles that impede the administration of justice. These challenges 
can emerge from outdated laws, legislative ambiguities, resource limitations, or 
systemic corruption, obstructing the path to justice by hindering crime investigation, 
perpetrator prosecution, and the acknowledgment of victims' rights. 
 

The Journey Towards Jus:ce 
 

The Pillars of Jus$ce Process 
 
The justice process is underpinned by thorough investigations (A), the prosecution 
of offenders (P), and the acknowledgment of offenses (C). This triad is essential for 
the realization of justice (J), enabling the uncovering of truth, holding offenders 
accountable, and acknowledging and rectifying wrongs. This process is pivotal for 
restoring societal faith in the legal system, deterring future offenses, and providing 
closure. 
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The Fulfillment of Jus$ce (J) 
 
The fulfillment of justice represents the zenith of the judicial process, achieving the 
collective aspirations for legal and ethical justice. This fulfillment not only reinstates 
trust in the legal framework but also serves as a deterrent and a mechanism for 
societal healing. 
 

Societal Echoes of Jus:ce 
 

The Keystone of Trust (T) 
 
Trust in legal institutions is the foundation upon which democracies thrive and 
societies find justice. This trust emerges from the consistent, transparent, and fair 
application of laws, enriched by the ethical obligations that ensure a broader moral 
adherence.  
 

The Ripple Effects of Jus$ce Denied (S, Pre, Pol) 
 
The repercussions of justice denied are profound, setting dangerous precedents 
(Pre) that erode the rule of law and incite social and political unrest (Pol). This 
erosion of trust leads to widespread dissatisfaction, demonstrations, and potentially, 
societal upheaval, reflecting the deep-seated effects of justice—or its absence—on 
the societal fabric. 
 

Weaving the Threads of Jus$ce 
 
The Inferential Network intricately maps out the delicate balance between legal 
mandates, ethical norms, and their societal manifestations. This balance is crucial 
for the nurturing of trust, the prevention of societal discord, and the establishment 
of a just society. The interplay between global commitments and domestic legal 
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challenges highlights the globalized nature of justice and the need for international 
cooperation in addressing legal deficiencies. See Figure 15. 
 
Figure 15 Comprehensive Analysis of Legal and Theore/cal Aspects in Human Rights Viola/ons:  

Applica/on of Capability and Jus/ce Theories 
 

 
 

Source: Own elaboration. 
 

The Figure 15 visually represents an inferential network model that relates various 
legal and ethical obligations, justice processes, and their societal impacts.  
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Envisioning a Just Society 
 
This detailed examination of the Inferential Network within the context of justice and 
societal dynamics offers profound insights into the symbiotic relationship between 
legal systems, ethical frameworks, and societal well-being. This narrative highlights 
the pivotal importance of diligently upholding a justice system that is both effective 
and ethically grounded, essential for cultivating a community characterized by legal 
integrity, moral righteousness, and social harmony. The quest for justice is revealed 
as a cornerstone of societal progress, demanding persistent dedication, thoughtful 
contemplation, and a steadfast commitment to values of equity, responsibility, and 
respect for human worth. In delving into these themes, the discourse emphasizes 
our shared duty to support the foundational principles of justice, aiming to achieve 
a community that embodies fairness, tranquility, and justice for every individual.  
 

Main Components 
 
Legal and Ethical Obligations: These include legal obligations (L), ethical obligations 
(E), and international agreements (I), highlighting how these foundations can 
influence the presence or absence of deficiencies in the legal framework (D) and 
trust in legal institutions (T). 
 
Justice Process: Focuses on conducting adequate investigations (A), prosecuting 
perpetrators (P), acknowledging crimes (C), and whether justice has been served 
(J). 
 
Societal Impact: Examines how the absence of justice (¬J) can lead to negative 
societal consequences such as societal fallout (S), setting a dangerous precedent 
(Pre), and social and political turmoil (Pol). 
Logic of Connections 
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From Obligations to Deficiencies: It's indicated that the combination of legal 
obligations and international agreements should counteract deficiencies in the 
legal framework (`L ∧ I → ¬D`), suggesting that a solid legal basis and international 
commitments can prevent such deficiencies. 
 
From Deficiencies to Justice: Deficiencies in the legal framework negatively affect 
the conduct of adequate investigations, the prosecution of perpetrators, and the 
acknowledgment of crimes (`D → ¬ (A  ∧ P ∧ C)`), implying that an insufficient legal 
framework hinders the justice process. 
 
From Ethics to Trust: Ethical obligations contribute to trust in legal institutions (`E → 
T`), highlighting the importance of ethics in the public perception of justice. 
 
Impact of Justice on Society: The absence of justice leads to negative societal 
consequences (¬J → S`), and these consequences in turn affect trust in legal 
institutions, create dangerous precedents, and foster social and political turmoil (`S 
→ (T ∧ Pre ∧ Pol)`). 
 

Organiza$on into Subgroups 
 
The diagram is organized into subgroups for clarity: 
 
Legal and Ethical Framework: Groups the legal and ethical bases along with legal 
repercussions and international agreements. 
 
Justice Mechanisms: Contains elements directly related to the process of achieving 
justice. 
 
Societal Outcomes: Shows the effects of the inferential network on society at large. 
 
This structured approach allows for an understanding of how deficiencies in legal 
and ethical frameworks can influence justice processes and, ultimately, societal 
stability and trust. 
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Preliminary conclusions 
 
The Inferential Network acts as a sophisticated framework to scrutinize how legal 
requirements, moral principles, and their effects on society are aligned. Such 
alignment is essential for building trust, averting conflict within society, and laying 
the foundations for a fair community. The interaction between worldwide 
obligations and local obstacles highlights the need for a justice system that 
acknowledges the interconnectedness of our world, stressing the importance of 
cross-border collaboration to mend gaps in the legal system. 
 
Through the perspective of the Inferential Network, when considering justice and 
social dynamics, it becomes apparent that there exists a mutual dependency 
between the legal infrastructure, moral values, and the overall health of society. This 
perspective underlines the necessity of maintaining a judicial system that is not only 
efficient but also morally sound, vital for nurturing an environment where legal 
fidelity, ethical integrity, and societal peace prevail. 
 
To wrap up, the essence of justice within a community represents a complex weave 
of various elements, demanding a delicate appreciation of how legal, moral, and 
social aspects interact. The Inferential Network approach offers a detailed blueprint 
for dissecting these interactions, underlining the need for an integrated strategy that 
marries legal obligations, moral standards, and international engagements. 
Through encouraging worldwide cooperation, making legal procedures more 
transparent and equitable, and advocating for moral accountability, we are on the 
path to fostering a more just and fair society. This mission is critical not just from a 
legal and moral viewpoint but also as a vital component in our collective effort to 
ensure societal peace and build trust in our pursuit of justice. 
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Sec)on 10 Exploring the Genesis and Fallout of the Goyo’s 
Massacre 
 
The document provides an in-depth examination of the events and factors 
culminating in the Goyo’s Massacre, a tragic event unfolding on October 6, 1958, in 
Poza Rica, Veracruz, Mexico. It unfolds within the backdrop of municipal elections 
and the alleged electoral fraud targeting the candidate of the Democratic 
Pozarricense Party. Within this narrative, it unveils a systematic pattern of political 
oppression and human rights transgressions perpetrated by the Mexican State 
since the 1950s, with the aim of eradicating political dissent. The Goyo’s Massacre 
emerges as a stark manifestation of authoritarian repression, with authorities 
resorting to brutal measures to stifle democratic aspirations. Notably, the 
involvement of the Federal Security Directorate (DFS) and other security apparatus 
in surveilling, persecuting, and suppressing political adversaries, including 
members of the opposition faction dubbed "Los Goyo’s," is underscored. These 
occurrences are embedded within a broader milieu of state-sanctioned political 
violence, systemic corruption, and the ongoing struggle for social justice and 
democratic ideals in Mexico. 
 
In crafting an inferential network model grounded in symbolic logic to elucidate the 
Goyo’s Massacre, one must meticulously consider the interconnectedness of 
various elements: 
1. Central Figures: The key players involved consist of the Mexican State, the Federal 
Security Directorate (DFS), various law enforcement agencies, the military, 
proponents of the henriquist movement, the Democratic Pozarricense Party, the 
faction identified as "Goyo’s," and the civilian populace of Poza Rica. 
2. Socio-Political Landscape: The broader socio-political canvas is characterized by 
the suppression of political dissent, rampant governmental corruption, the ongoing 
struggle for democratic principles, instances of electoral fraudulence, and persistent 
violations of fundamental human rights. 
3. Decisive Incidents: Significant milestones include the pivotal 1958 municipal 
elections, pervasive allegations of electoral misconduct, the methodical crackdown 
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and criminalization of dissenting factions, and the harrowing events of October 6, 
1958. 
4. Implications: The aftermath is marked by the tragic loss of life, the orchestrated 
vilification of political adversaries, and a subsequent societal collective amnesia 
obscuring the gravity of these lamentable occurrences. 
 
The model must aptly depict how the machinations of the State and its 
instrumentalities, including the DFS, military, and police, aimed at consolidating 
power and quelling opposition, intertwined with a backdrop of pervasive corruption 
and political violence, precipitating cataclysmic events like the Goyo’s Massacre. 
This narrative underscores the intricate dynamics of power, resistance, and violence 
emblematic of this tumultuous period in Mexican history. 
 

Analyzing Variables and Causal Links in the Goyo’s Massacre Model 
 
To model the Goyo’s Massacre using an inferential network of symbolic logic, we 
will employ mathematical notation to define the variables and causal relationships 
between them. This approach allows us to formally represent how different factors 
and actors interact and lead to the tragic event: 
 
1. Key Variables: 

- (E): State (includes DFS, police, military). 
- (M): Opposition movements (includes "Goyo’s," Democratic Pozarricense Party). 
- (C): Sociopolitical context (electoral fraud, repression, corruption). 
- (A): Act of Massacre. 

 
2. Causal Relationships: 

- C→E: The context of corruption and repression increases the State's actions 
against dissent. 

- E→M: State repression provokes resistance and organization in opposition 
movements. 

- M→E: Resistance from opposition movements prompts a more aggressive 
response from the State. 
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- E+M+C→A: The combination of a repressive State, active opposition 
movements, and a context of corruption and violence leads to the act of the 
massacre. 

 
3. Inferential Rules: 
 

- If C is high and E responds with high repression to M, then the probability of 
A increases. 

- If M increases resistance in a C context of high corruption and repression, 
then E intensifies its actions, raising the probability of A. 

 
This simplified model employs symbolic logic to represent the complex dynamics 
that led to the Goyo’s Massacre, emphasizing the crucial role of the political and 
social context, the actions and reactions between the State and opposition 
movements, and how these interconnected factors triggered the tragic event. 
 

Development and Consequences of the Goyo’s Massacre: A Mul:level 
Analysis of Actors and Context 
 
 
To broaden the inferential network model of symbolic logic with detailed variables 
and sub-variables, we will explore various dimensions of analysis rooted in the 
historical context and specific nuances of the Goyo’s Massacre. This 
comprehensive approach aims to enhance our understanding of the event's causes 
and repercussions: 

Variables and Sub-Variables 
1. State (E): 

- E1: Federal Security Directorate (DFS). 
- E2: Local and state police. 
- E3: Armed forces. 
- E4: Local and federal government. 
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2. Opposition Movements (M): 
- M1: "Los Goyos". 
- M2: Democratic Pozarricense Party. 
- M3: Active citizenship in protests. 
- M4: National and international sympathizers. 

 
3. Sociopolitical Context (C): 

- C1: Electoral fraud. 
- C2: Political repression and violence. 
- C3: Governmental corruption. 
- C4: Social mobilization and demand for justice. 
- C5: Media coverage and public perception. 

 
4. Act of Massacre (A): 

- A1: Number of victims. 
- A2: Subsequent governmental response. 
- A3: Impact on social movements. 
- A4: Changes in public policies or laws. 

 

Extended Rela$onships 
 

1. The amalgamation of state security forces within a landscape tainted by corruption, 
electoral malpractice, and repression ignites the emergence and activism of 
opposition movements. 
 

E1+E2+E3 y C1+C2+C3 →M1+M2+M3 

 
2. The pressure exerted by opposition movements, fueled by societal mobilization and 

media attention, compels governmental bodies to react. 
 

M1+M2+M3+M4 y C4+C5 →E4 
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3. The intricate interplay among the State, opposition factions, and the sociopolitical 
milieu precipitates the massacre and its immediate as well as enduring 
consequences. 
 

E1+E2+E3+E4+M1+M2+M3+C1+C2+C3+C4+C5 →A1+A2+A3+A4 
 
This elaborated model enables a deeper exploration of how the specific actions 
undertaken by various actors and factors contribute to the escalation of tensions 
leading up to the massacre, and how the repercussions of this event impact both 
society and the political framework of the nation. 
 

Temporal and Spa:al Dimensions: Enhancing the Analysis of the Goyo’s 
Massacre 
 
To expand the model by incorporating dimensions of time and space concerning 
the events and sub-variables, the following are considered: 
 

Time 
 
- Pre-event: Period before the massacre, including the 1958 municipal elections and 
allegations of fraud. This period encompasses initial repression tactics and the 
formation of resistance movements. 
- Event: October 6, 1958, the day of the massacre, marking the climax of tension 
between the State and opposition movements. 
- Post-event: Immediate and long-term consequences of the massacre, including 
governmental response, impact on social movements, and political changes. 
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Space 
 
- Geographical Location: Poza Rica, Veracruz, Mexico, as the epicenter of events. 
Specific actions of actors and manifestations of civil society are localized in this 
space. 
- Influence Zones: Areas affected by repression and activities of opposition 
movements, including other municipalities and regions where sympathy or support 
for the victims and the cause of Goyo’s were generated. 
 
Integrating time and space into the model: 
 

- Etime  : Evolution of state strategy over time (pre-event, event, post-event). 

- Mspace  : Geographical distribution of opposition movements and their actions. 

- Ctime−space :		How the sociopolitical context varies over time and in different locations, 
influencing event dynamics. 

 
This temporal and spatial approach allows for a deeper analysis of how preceding 
conditions, the critical moment of the massacre, and its repercussions are 
intertwined with the specific location of events, providing a more comprehensive 
understanding of the Goyo’s Massacre. 
 

Formalizing the General Model of the Goyo’s Massacre: Mathema:cal 
Integra:on of Variables, Temporal and Spa:al Dimensions, and Causal 
Rela:onships 
 
To formalize the general model of the Goyo’s Massacre with mathematical notation, 
we integrate the variables, sub-variables, dimensions of time and space, and their 
causal relationships: 
 

1. General Variables: 
- E = {E1, E2 , E3, E4 }: Set of State entities. 
- M = {M1, M2, M3, M4 }: Set of opposition movements. 
- C = {C1, C2, C3, C4, C5 }: Set of sociopolitical context conditions. 
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- A = {A1, A2, A3, A4 }: Set of aspects of the massacre act. 
 

2. Temporal and Spatial Dimensions: 
- T = {Pre−event, Event, Post−event}: Set of temporal periods. 
- S = {Location, Zones)}: Set of geographical spaces. 

 
3. Expanded Causal Relationships: 

- f: C × T → E: Function describing how the sociopolitical context at 
different times affects the State. 

- g: E × M × T → A: Function describing how the interaction between 
the State, opposition movements, and time leads to the massacre. 

- h: A × T → M × S: Function describing the impact of the massacre on 
opposition movements over time and in different spaces. 

 
The model can be expressed compactly as a series of equations or functions 
representing the dynamics between the variables: 
 

 
where: 
 
- t represents specific points in time within the predefined sets. 
- s represents specific locations within the geographical space of interest. 
 
This general model captures the complexity of the interactions and how they evolve 
over time and space, leading to the Goyo’s Massacre and its consequences. 
 
The previous model focuses on the dynamic interactions among the State, 
opposition movements, the sociopolitical context, and the massacre, utilizing a 
temporal and spatial framework to understand the Goyo’s Massacre.  
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Underlying historical data includes the electoral fraud of 1958 in Poza Rica, Veracruz, 
and state repression against political dissidents, specifically targeting the group 
known as "Los Goyos." The mathematical functions (f, g, h) model how the context 
of corruption and violence (C) influences the actions of the State (E), how this 
provokes resistance (M), and how it culminates in the massacre (A). 
 
By incorporating the narrative of the victims, the model can be expanded to reflect 
the human and emotional impact of these events. The victims and their personal 
stories (V) become a crucial sub-variable of A, highlighting the human losses and 
suffering caused by the massacre. The function h can also be extended to consider 
how the collective memory of the victims (V) and society's response (S) evolve over 
time (T), influencing future social movements and public policies. 
 
This approach provides a more comprehensive understanding of the Goyos 
Massacre, not just as a historical event, but as a moment of profound human and 
social impact that resonates across time and space, affecting both local 
communities and national consciousness. 
To advance in the multi-level modeling of the Goyo’s Massacre, integrating the 
narrative of the victims and the dynamics among the State, opposition movements, 
and the sociopolitical context, we adopt an approach that considers several levels 
of analysis: 
 
1. Micro Level (Individual): At this level, the personal stories of the victims (V), their 
experiences, and the direct impact of violence on their lives are considered. This 
involves adding a new variable V to the model, which directly relates to A to reflect 
the personal consequences of the massacre. 
 
2. Meso Level (Community and Organizational): Here, the involved organizations (M 
and E) are examined and how their interactions affect specific communities (S). This 
level also includes the response of social movements and how communities 
organize in response to the massacre. 
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3. Macro Level (Sociopolitical and National): This level focuses on the broader 
sociopolitical context (C), government policies (E4), and power dynamics at the 
national and international levels. It considers how these factors shape and are 
shaped by events like the massacre. 
 
Multi-level modeling allows for a richer and more complex understanding of the 
Goyos Massacre, considering everything from individual experiences to broad 
sociopolitical dynamics. This approach facilitates the analysis of how the social and 
political fabric of the time contributed to the tragic outcome and its long-term 
repercussions, enabling a deeper recognition of the human impact and historical 
lessons learned. 
 

Towards a Comprehensive Model: Integra:ng Mul:level Dynamics and 
Sociopoli:cal Impacts of the Goyo’s Massacre 
 
To integrate the above considerations into a general model with 
mathematical notation, encompassing the micro, meso, and macro levels, including 
the impact on victims, organizational dynamics, and sociopolitical structure, we 
propose the following notation: 
 

1. Model Variables: 
- V = {V1, V2 ,…,Vn } : Set of victims, where each Vi represents an individual 

victim and their experiences. 
- M = {M1, M2 , M3, M4 } : Set of opposition movements. 
- E = {E1, E2 , E3, E4 } : Set of State entities. 
- C = {C1, C2 , C3, C4, C5 } :Set of sociopolitical context conditions. 
- A = {A1, A2 , A3, A4 } : Set of aspects of the massacre act. 
- S = {S1, S2 ,…,Sn }: Set of geographical spaces and affected communities. 
- T = {Pre-event, Event, Post-event}: Set of temporal periods. 

 
2. Multilevel Relationship Functions: 

- fC: C	× T	→ E	: Relationship between context and State entities over time. 
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- gME: M	 × E	 × T	 → A:	 Dynamics of interaction among opposition 
movements, the State, and culmination in the massacre. 

- hAV: A	× T	→ V	× S:	Impact of the massacre on victims and communities, 
considering temporal and spatial dimensions. 

-  
3. General Model: 

- Considering all levels of analysis, the general model can be expressed as: 
 

 
 

where the function hAV not only maps the massacre to its immediate and long-term 
impacts on victims and communities but also reflects how these events feedback 
into and potentially transform the sociopolitical context (C) and dynamics between 
the State (E) and opposition movements (M). 
 
This general model with mathematical notation encompasses the complexity and 
multidimensionality of the Goyo’s Massacre, providing a framework to analyze the 
interaction among individuals, communities, and power structures, as well as the 
lasting impact of political violence. 
 

Incorpora:ng Vic:m Tes:monies: Adding Personal Narra:ves to the 
Model of the Goyo’s Massacre 
 
Incorporating the testimonies of the victims as sub-sub-variables, we can add a 
personal and narrative dimension to the model, which deepens the understanding 
of the Goyo’s Massacre from the perspective of those directly affected. These 
testimonies offer a window into human suffering and the psychological and 
emotional consequences of the event. 
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1. Sub-subvariables of Victim Testimonies (Vssv): 
- Vssv1: Narratives of death and heroism, such as Mrs. V2, who died fighting for 

freedom. 
- Vssv2: Details of the murders, like young V3, shot and bayoneted. 
- Vssv3: Witness perspectives, such as teenager P14, documenting the scale of 

the massacre and contradicting official figures. 
- Vssv4: Information about the victims and the army response, like P1, detailing 

the dead, wounded, and missing. 
 
Incorporating these sub-sub variables into the general model: 

 
 
where vssv (s, t) represents the testimonies and experiences of the victims, which not 
only provide details about the massacre itself but also reflect the human impact on 
both an individual and collective level, as well as the manipulation of information 
and the state response in the aftermath of the event. 
 
This model reflects not only power structures and political dynamics but also the 
voices and experiences of those who lived through the massacre, allowing for a 
more holistic and humane understanding of the event. 
 
To incorporate a greater number of victim testimonies into the model, we identified 
several individual accounts that reveal the magnitude of the trauma and violence 
experienced during the Goyo’s Massacre. Each testimony offers a unique and 
personal perspective that enriches the understanding of the events from the micro 
level, reflecting the direct experiences of those affected. 
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Siblings Q10 and Q9, who were children at the time of the events, recall the violence 
unleashed during the repression of the march and the gunfire that lasted for 
approximately ten minutes, highlighting that there were more than the officially 
recognized eight dead and that even two years after the events, a journalist who 
had covered the massacre was murdered. Q9, who was eleven years old at the 
time, described how the gunfire caused people to flee and how some of his 
neighbors were killed. 
 
Q4, an oil worker and member of the opposition bloc, provided details about the 
atmosphere of terror, the blood filling the streets, and how he and his colleagues 
recovered bodies that were later taken to the boilers, a practice suggesting attempts 
to conceal the actual number of victims. Another testimony from Q5 adds even more 
details about the repression and violence perpetrated against the protesters. 
 
Finally, the account of Q7, a fifteen-year-old at the time, describes how her friend 
lost her boyfriend during the massacre, and how there were attempts to cover up 
the true number of deaths, with bodies that were never recognized by the authorities 
and allegedly disappeared. 
 
By including these accounts in the model, the sub-subvariables (V_{ssv}) are 
extended to include: 
 

- Vssv5: Testimonies of Q10 and Q9 about the duration of the gunfire and the 
deaths not officially recognize. 

- Vssv6: Testimony of Q9 about the direct experience of violence and the loss of 
his neighbors. 

- Vssv7: Account of Q4 about the rescue of bodies and the subsequent 
persecution by the authorities. 

- Vssv8: Observations of Q5 about the aggression suffered by the protesters. 
- Vssv9: The experience of Q7 and the cover-up of the actual number of deaths. 

 
The mathematical model is updated to reflect these additional testimonies: 
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This expansion of the model brings greater depth and human dimension to the 
analysis of the Goyo’s Massacre, highlighting the importance of personal narratives 
in the construction of history and collective memory. 
 

Analyzing the Impact of the Goyo’s Massacre Through Sen and 
Nussbaum's Capability Framework 
 
To integrate Amartya Sen's theoretical insights from the Capability Approach and 
Martha Nussbaum's contributions to the Goyo’s Massacre model, a significant 
adjustment to the theoretical framework of the Capability Approach is necessary to 
analyze how the massacre impacted fundamental freedoms and individuals' ability 
to pursue meaningful lives. 
 
The Capability Approach explores the concrete opportunities individuals must 
pursue and achieve what they value. This theory assesses quality of life not solely 
through economic well-being or available resources, but also through a person's 
capacity to exercise significant freedoms. 
 
Examining the Goyo’s Massacre within this framework allows us to explore its 
effects on several key areas: 
 
1. Capabilities and Functioning’s: This encompasses the impact of the massacre 

on people's basic abilities to lead healthy, fulfilling lives, including access to 
education and participation in community activities. 
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2. Agency and Autonomy: We can assess how violence and repression eroded 
individuals' ability to act in accordance with their values and aspirations. 

 
3. Choice and Freedom: The massacre and subsequent state repression may have 

restricted fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of expression and 
association. 

 
To model these impacts, we can introduce variables and functions that capture the 
reduction in capabilities and functioning’s (F), the loss of agency (Ag), and the 
restriction of choice and freedom (L) as outcomes of the massacre: 
 

- F = {F_1, F_2, …, F_n }: Represents the set of affected functioning’s and 
basic capabilities. 

- Ag: Signifies the agency and autonomy of individuals. 
- L: Denotes freedom of choice and action. 

 
The relationship between the massacre and the Capability Approach can be 
depicted using the following notation: 
 

 
 
where (F(s, t), Ag(s, t), and L(s, t) represent the impact on capabilities, agency, and 
freedom at a given time and space, respectively. 
 
This expanded model not only considers the direct consequences of the massacre, 
such as loss of lives and trauma, but also examines how it impeded communities' 
capacity to function and thrive in accordance with their values and aspirations. Such 
an approach resonates with the principles of justice and human well-being central 
to the works of Amartya Sen and Martha Nussbaum. 
 
 
 



168 
 

Mentions of Martha Nussbaum were not found in the provided document. However, 
to integrate Amartya Sen's Capability Approach and Martha Nussbaum's list of 
central capabilities into the Goyo’s Massacre model, we must consider how 
violations of fundamental rights and freedoms impacted people's capabilities. We 
will extend the model by including these considerations. 
 
1. Capabilities and Functioning’s (F): 

- F_1: Life and health. 
- F_2: Physical integrity. 
- F_3: Emotions. 
- F_4: Practical reasoning. 
- F_5: Social affiliation. 
- F_6: Other capabilities related to Nussbaum's list, such as political 

participation and control over one's environment. 
 
2. Agency and Autonomy Ag: 

- A_g1: Capacity to make one's own decisions. 
- A_g2: Capacity to act in accordance with personal values and goals. 

 
3. Choice and Freedom L: 

- L_1: Freedom of expression and association. 
- L_2: Freedom of movement and action. 

 
Incorporating these elements, we update the mathematical notation to reflect the 
interaction of these new dimensions: 
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The mathematical notation presented in the image describes a functional 
relationship between different sets of variables and is interpreted as follows. 

Let's break it down: 

1. Universal Quantifiers and Sets: 
• ∀t ∈T: For all elements t in the set T, where T could represent a set of 

time periods. 
• ∀s ∈S: For all elements s in the set S, which possibly refers to different 

states or subjects within the model. 
• ∀vss v ∈Vssv: For all variables vssv in the set Vssv, which could be a 

set of socioeconomic or state variables. 
2. Functions and Their Arguments: 

• fC  (C (t), t): A function fC that depends on C(t) and t, where C(t) could 
represent  a set of capabilities at time t. 

• gME (M (t), E(t),t): A function gME that depends on M(t), E(t), and t. 
Here M (t) and E (t) could represent other sets of variables or metrics 
at time t. 

• hAV (A (t), t): A function hAV that depends on A(t) and t, where A(t) 
possibly represents agency or autonomy at time t. 

3. Implicative Relationship: 
• The notation → indicates that the conjunction of the three previous 

functions implies what follows. 
4. Union and Interaction of Variables: 

• ⋃i=59vssvi(s,t): This denotes the union of a subset of variables vssvi 
from i = 5 to  i = 9 for a state s at time t. 

• (F(s,t), Ag(s,t),L(s,t)): A set that includes the capabilities and 
functioning F, agency and autonomy Ag, and choice and freedom L for 
the state s at time t. 
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This extended model allows us to analyze how the Goyo’s Massacre affected not 
only the direct victims but also how it altered the fundamental capabilities of the 
community. By including Sen and Nussbaum's perspective, the model highlights 
the profound impact of the massacre on human well-being and dignity, as well as 
on the social and political structure of the community. 
 
The text above delves into the amalgamation of two significant theoretical 
frameworks in scrutinizing events such as the Goyo’s Massacre: Amartya Sen's 
Capability Approach and Martha Nussbaum's roster of central capabilities. These 
frameworks furnish conceptual apparatuses for grasping how infringements upon 
basic rights and freedoms reverberate within individuals and communities, 
transcending mere tallies of victims. 
 
1. Amartya Sen's Capability Approach: This theory pivots around individuals' 
capacities to engage in diverse functions and pursuits they perceive as valuable. 
Sen posits that gauging human development shouldn't be confined to financial 
metrics or access to resources alone, but rather should encompass people's 
capacity to lead lives aligned with their values. Consequently, capabilities represent 
the genuine freedoms individuals possess to undertake various functions 
(functioning’s) that empower them to lead lives of dignity. 
 
2. Martha Nussbaum's List of Central Capabilities: Nussbaum extends Sen's 
framework by delineating a catalogue of foundational capabilities she deems 
indispensable for individuals to attain a fully realized human existence. These 
capabilities span domains such as life and health, physical integrity, emotional well-
being, practical reasoning, social belonging, among others. Incorporating this roster 
into the analysis facilitates a more nuanced comprehension of human needs and 
the repercussions of rights violations. 
 
The Goyo’s Massacre, a tragic episode, serves as the specific backdrop against 
which this theoretical amalgamation is being employed. By integrating Sen and 
Nussbaum's perspectives, the analysis transcends mere considerations of loss of 
life and bodily harm, extending to contemplate how these rights breaches have 
impacted individuals' core capabilities and the broader community fabric. 
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The mathematical model outlined in the text facilitates the capture of intricate 
interplays between capabilities, agency, and liberty, and how these dynamics are 
influenced by events like the Goyo’s Massacre. In so doing, it underscores the 
profound ramifications not only on the individual well-being of victims but also on 
the sociopolitical landscape of the community at large. 
 
The integration of Sen and Nussbaum's frameworks in dissecting the Goyo’s 
Massacre enriches our comprehension of its ramifications beyond immediate 
repercussions, enabling a more comprehensive and holistic examination of the 
human and societal dimensions of this tragic event. 
 

Assessing the Impact: Quan:fying Lost Capabili:es and Agency in the 
Aeermath of Massacre 
 
To expand the model with a focus on Capability Theory, we consider the potential 
capabilities and functioning’s lost by the victims and how these can be measured 
or estimated within the model. Here is one way to conceptualize these losses: 
 

Lost Capabili$es and Func$oning’s (F): 
 

- Life and Health F_1: Direct loss of life, physical injuries, and 
psychological trauma. Measurable by the number of fatalities and 
injuries. 

- Physical Integrity F_2: Severe bodily harm and physical violence. 
Measurable through medical reports and testimonies. 

- Emotions F_3: Post-traumatic stress and emotional distress. Evaluable 
through mental health surveys and psychological studies. 

- Practical Reasoning F_4: Ability to plan one's own life. Affected by fear 
and oppression. Can be evaluated through sociological studies. 

- Social Affiliation F_5: Isolation and disruption of community structure. 
Measurable by the dissolution of social groups and changes in 
interaction patterns. 
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Agency and Autonomy A_g 
 

- Decision-Making A_g1: Constraints on the freedom to choose leaders 
and participate in politics. Measurable through electoral participation 
and political activity before and after the massacre. 

- Acting According to Values A_g2: Suppression of the expression of 
values and convictions. Evaluable through censorship and repression 
of cultural and political expressions. 

 

Choice and Freedom L 
 

- Freedom of Expression and Association L_1: Prohibitions and reprisals 
against freedom of speech and assembly. Measurable by the number 
of detentions, censorship, and implemented restrictive laws. 

- Freedom of Movement and Action L_2: Restrictions on movement and 
capacity for action. Evaluable through testimonies and the presence of 
physical or legal barriers post-event. 

 
To integrate these measures into the model, quantitative or qualitative values could 
be assigned to each sub variable based on historical data, testimonies, and 
available records: 
 

 
 
where: 
 
(F(s, t), Ag(s, t), and L(s, t) can take values based on specific indicators such as the 
number of victims, mental health reports, records of political participation, etc. 
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Incorporating these measures into the model would allow for a more detailed 
assessment of the massacre's impact in terms of loss of human capabilities, 
complementing the historical narrative with an assessment focused on the 
individual and the affected community. 
 
Expanding the model with Capability Theory aims to understand the impact of the 
Goyo’s Massacre on the capabilities and well-being of the affected individuals. This 
theory focuses on assessing human well-being beyond economic resources, 
considering what people can do and being, in other words, their actual capabilities 
and functioning. 
 
1. Capabilities and Functioning’s F: These are the possibilities that individuals must 
engage in activities they consider valuable. For example, the capability to live a long 
and healthy life, to be well-nourished, to have adequate shelter, etc. In the case of 
the Goyo’s Massacre, many people's lives and health were abruptly cut short or 
severely compromised. Physical integrity was directly violated by violence, and the 
community's emotions were impacted by the trauma of the massacre. This can be 
measured through the number of deaths, reported injuries, and survivor testimonies 
describing the trauma and fear experienced. 
 
2. Agency and Autonomy A_g: This refers to people's ability to make their own 
decisions and act according to their values and goals. The state repression that led 
to the massacre and subsequent persecution of political opponents severely 
diminished this agency. The freedom to make political decisions and the ability to 
act according to personal values and goals were compromised. This could be 
evaluated by comparing political activity and expression of cultural values before 
and after the massacre. 
 
3. Choice and Freedom L: The freedom of individuals to choose where to live, whom 
to associate with, what type of work to engage in, etc. In the context of the massacre, 
these fundamental freedoms were restricted. Violence not only prevented free 
expression and association in the short term but may have also generated 
persistent fear, limiting the population's long-term freedom of movement and action. 
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Records of detentions and censorship, along with testimonies about movement 
restrictions, would provide measures to assess these lost freedoms. 
 
Incorporating these dimensions of Capability Theory into the model allows for 
evaluating the impact of the Goyo’s Massacre in terms of human well-being and 
social justice. It recognizes consequences that go beyond economic and material 
losses, addressing the human cost comprehensively. The lost capabilities and 
functioning’s reflect not only the immediate harm of violence but also how these 
events altered people's life trajectories and community cohesion. The reduced 
agency and autonomy highlight the repression of human potential and the 
restriction of personal and collective freedom. 
 
Measuring these lost capabilities within the model could be done by assigning 
specific indicators for each capability based on available quantitative and 
qualitative data. For example, mortality statistics, health reports, political and social 
participation surveys, and personal testimonies could be used to assign values to 
the F, A_g, and (L variables at different points in time and space (s, t): 
 

 
 
This allows for a richer and deeper understanding of the consequences of the 
Goyo’s Massacre and can serve as a powerful reminder of the importance of 
protecting fundamental capabilities and freedoms for human well-being. 
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Integra:ng John Rawls' Theory of Jus:ce into the Analysis of the Goyo’s 
Massacre and Its Aeermath 
 
Incorporating John Rawls' Theory of Justice into the Goyo’s Massacre model 
necessitates considering its two core principles: the principle of equal liberties and 
the difference principle. Rawls' theory asserts that a just society maximizes benefits 
for the least advantaged while ensuring fair equality of opportunity in assigning 
rights and responsibilities. 
 
1. Principle of Equal Liberties: Rawls argues that everyone should possess an equal 
claim to the most extensive system of basic freedoms compatible with similar 
freedoms for others. In the context of the Goyo’s Massacre, this principle 
underscores the rights to expression, association, and political engagement, all of 
which were violently suppressed. 
 
2. Difference Principle: This principle maintains that societal and economic 
inequalities should be structured to benefit everyone and tied to positions 
accessible to all under conditions of equal opportunity. The massacre and ensuing 
political repression likely exacerbated disparities and curtailed opportunities, 
particularly for the already marginalized. 
By incorporating Rawls' perspective, the model can introduce a justice function (J) 
to evaluate the adherence of social and political structures during and after the 
massacre to these principles: 
 

- J = {J_1 , J_2 }: where J_1 assesses conformity with the principle of equal liberties, and 
J_2 with the difference principle. 

 
The model would be enriched with these additional justice variables: 
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where J (s, t) evaluates the effects of post-massacre policies and actions on basic 
freedoms and equal opportunities. This integration provides deeper insights into 
social justice within the context of the Goyo’s Massacre and its aftermath. 
 
To expand the model with John Rawls' Theory of Justice, we consider the specific 
impacts of the Goyo’s Massacre on the principles of equal liberties and the 
difference principle. Integrating these principles allows us to assess the structural 
and personal injustices exacerbated by the massacre and its aftermath. Below, we 
detail how these losses can be conceptualized and measured within the model: 
 

Principle of Equal Liber$es 
 

- Identified Losses: Restriction on freedom of expression, association, and 
political participation; state repression limiting these basic freedoms. 

- Measurement: This could be measured through the number of arbitrary 
detentions, post-massacre implemented restrictive laws, and analysis of 
political and media activities to assess censorship and other forms of 
freedom limitation. 

 

Difference Principle 
 

- Identified Losses: Increase in social and economic inequalities because of 
political repression; limited access to positions and roles, negatively 
impacting the least advantaged. 

- Measurement: Evaluation of post-massacre socio-economic indicators 
changes, such as employment, education, and access to health services for 
the most affected groups. It can also measure the availability and accessibility 
of public positions and roles for the general population. 
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To incorporate these principles and their losses into the model, we define additional 
variables representing equal liberties L_{eq} and the difference principal D: 
 

- L_{eq} = {L_{eq1}, L_{eq2}, …, L_{eqn}} 
- D = {D_1, D_2, … , D_m}  

 
Updating the model to include these variables: 
 

 
 
This expanded approach allows not only to evaluate the direct impact of the 
massacre in terms of human losses and suffering but also to examine how these 
events altered the fundamental structures of freedom and equity in the affected 
society. By measuring variations in basic freedoms and opportunities available for 
the least advantaged before and after the massacre, the model offers a 
comprehensive view of the consequences of political violence and repression on 
social justice and human well-being.  
 
The next Figure 16, provided description outlines a complex diagram representing 
the "Goyo´s Massacre" the diagram visualize various entities and their relationships 
within a sociopolitical context, focusing on a massacre event. Here's an expanded 
explanation. 
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Figure 16 Tracing the Echoes of Injus/ce: A Graphical Analysis of the Poza Rica Massacre and its 
Socio-Poli/cal Reverbera/ons 

 

 
Source: Own elaboration 

 
Diagram Composition: The illustration is organized into vertices and links, where 
vertices symbolize objects or ideas, and links denote the connections or exchanges 
among these objects. It's designed to depict the interplay among various actors 
within a sociopolitical framework before, throughout, and following an incident of 
mass violence. 
 

Main En$$es and Concepts 
 
State Entities (E): This includes the Federal Security Directorate (DFS), local and 
state police, armed forces, and the government, representing the state's coercive 
and administrative apparatus. 
 
Opposition Movements (M): These are groups opposing the state's policies or 
actions, including "Goyo’s," the Democratic Pozarricense Party, active citizenship, 
and sympathizers. 
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Sociopolitical Context (C): This element encompasses the broader conditions such 
as electoral fraud, political repression and violence, governmental corruption, social 
mobilization, and media coverage that create the environment in which the events 
unfold. 
 
Act of Massacre (A): The central event around which the diagram revolves, 
indicating a violent act against a group of people. 
 
Victims (V): Those who suffer because of the massacre, with a special focus on their 
narratives (Vssv) to detail individual stories and perspectives. 
 
Capabilities & Justice Analysis (CJ): This part analyzes the aftermath and 
implications of the massacre through various lenses, including corruption (C_M), 
impunity (I_M), weak institutions (WI_M), and the justice system (JS_M), among 
others. 
 

Interac$ons and Rela$onships 
 
The diagram shows interactions between different entities, for example, how the 
sociopolitical context influences state entities and opposition movements, and how 
these interactions lead to the act of massacre. 
It also illustrates the consequences of the massacre, such as the impact on victims 
and the broader implications for justice and capabilities in the society. 
Analytical Frameworks: 
 
The use of Sen and Nussbaum's Capability Framework and Rawls' Theory of Justice 
to analyze the impact of the massacre, focusing on concepts like equal liberties, the 
difference principle, capabilities and functioning’s, agency and autonomy, and 
justice analysis. 
 
 



180 
 

Temporal and Spa$al Dimensions 
 
The diagram includes temporal dimensions (pre-event, event, post-event) to 
highlight the timing of the massacre and its aftermath. 
 
Spatial dimensions are also noted, with specific reference to Poza Rica, Veracruz, 
as the location of the massacre and its influence zones, emphasizing the 
geographical impact and spread of the massacre's effects. 
 
Overall, the diagram uses a structured approach to depict a tragic event within a 
complex sociopolitical landscape, highlighting the interplay between state forces, 
opposition movements, and the broader context, while also exploring the 
consequences of violence and the pursuit of justice and rights. 
 
To expand on the provided explanation of the "Goyo’s Massacre" diagram, we'll 
delve deeper into each component and the relationships outlined, exploring the 
sociopolitical implications, analytical frameworks, and the broader context in which 
such an event might occur. This extended analysis will provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the factors leading up to the massacre, its aftermath, and the 
theoretical approaches used to analyze its impact. 
 

Goyo’s Massacre Diagram 
 
The "Goyo’s Massacre" diagram represents a hypothetical sociopolitical event using 
a structured graph to depict various entities, their interactions, and the 
consequences of these interactions. The diagram meticulously organizes the 
components of a complex scenario involving state apparatus, opposition 
movements, sociopolitical context, and the dire outcomes of conflict, specifically 
focusing on a tragic massacre. This visualization aids in understanding the 
multifaceted nature of political violence and its repercussions on society, 
governance, and justice. 
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State En$$es and Their Roles (E) 
 
The diagram identifies several key state entities, including the Federal Security 
Directorate (DFS), local and state police, armed forces, and the government. Each 
plays a pivotal role in maintaining order, security, and governance. However, their 
interactions with opposition movements and the broader sociopolitical context are 
critical in leading to the event of the massacre. 
 
Federal Security Directorate (DFS): A specialized security agency, possibly involved 
in intelligence and counter-insurgency operations. Its role in the diagram suggests 
surveillance, control, and possibly direct involvement in suppressing opposition 
movements. 
 
Local and State Police: Responsible for law enforcement at various administrative 
levels. Their interactions with opposition movements might range from routine law 
enforcement to more aggressive forms of crowd control and suppression. 
 
Armed Forces: The military's involvement indicates the state's mobilization of its 
most potent coercive apparatus, possibly in response to perceived threats to 
national security or public order. 
 
Government (Gov): The central governing body, whose policies, decisions, and 
legitimacy are at the heart of the conflict represented in the diagram. 
 

Opposi$on Movements (M) 
 
Opposition movements, depicted as entities ranging from armed groups to political 
parties and civic organizations, represent the spectrum of resistance against the 
state's policies or actions. These include Goyo’s a possibly militant group; the 
Democratic Pozarricense Party, suggesting formal political opposition; active 
citizenship, indicating grassroots civic engagement; and sympathizers, reflecting 
broader public support for opposition causes. 
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Sociopoli$cal Context (C) 
 
The diagram's context elements encapsulate conditions that fuel discontent and 
confrontation: 
 
Electoral Fraud (C1) and Governmental Corruption (C3) undermine the legitimacy 
of the political process and governance, breeding distrust and mobilization against 
the state. 
 
Political Repression & Violence (C2) and Social Mobilization (C4) reflect the 
escalating cycle of action and reaction between the state and opposition 
movements. 
 
Media Coverage (C5) plays a dual role in shaping public perceptions, potentially 
exacerbating tensions, or rallying support for various causes. 
 

Act of Massacre (A) and Its Aeermath 
 
At the center of the diagram, the "Act of Massacre (A)" symbolizes a tragic event 
resulting from the escalation of conflict. The massacre's direct impact on "Victims 
(V)" and the broader societal implications are significant. The "Victim Narratives 
(Vssv)" node suggests an effort to humanize the tragedy, providing personal stories 
and perspectives that highlight the human cost of political violence. 
 

Capabili$es & Jus$ce Analysis (CJ) 
 
This part outlines a conceptual structure for examining the repercussions of the 
massacre, leveraging insights from the Capability Approach by Amartya Sen and 
Martha Nussbaum, along with John Rawls' Theory of Justice. These models provide 
mechanisms for evaluating effects on personal liberties, fairness within society, and 
the essential capacities enabling people to pursue lives they deem meaningful. 
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Corruption (CM), Impunity (IM), and Weak Institutions (WIM) highlight systemic 
issues that undermine justice and accountability. 
 
Justice System (JSM) and Impartial Investigations (IIM) are crucial for restoring trust 
and ensuring that victims' rights are upheld. 
 
Rights of the Vulnerable (PRV) and Human Rights Appreciation (CRHR) emphasize 
the importance of protecting and educating about fundamental rights. 
 

Analy:cal Frameworks 
 
The Figure 16 employs Sen and Nussbaum's Capability Framework to analyze the 
consequences of the massacre in terms of lost capabilities and functioning’s, 
agency and autonomy, and choice and freedom. Rawls' Theory of Justice, with its 
principles of equal liberties and the difference principle, provides another lens 
through which to view the event's impact on social justice and equity. 
 

Temporal and Spa$al Dimensions 
 
The inclusion of temporal (pre-event, event, post-event) and spatial (Poza Rica, 
Veracruz) dimensions situates the massacre within a specific historical and 
geographical context. These dimensions underscore the importance of 
understanding the event's causes and consequences within its unique temporal 
and spatial settings. 
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The Figure 16, “Goyo’s Massacre" diagram encapsulates a deeply complex and 
tragic scenario, illustrating the intricate interplay between state entities, opposition 
movements, and the sociopolitical environment.  Through delineating the 
connections and outcomes of political aggression, the illustration lays a 
groundwork for scrutinizing the incident via diverse theoretical lenses, highlighting 
the significance of fairness, responsibility, and safeguarding human rights following 
such calamities. This examination highlights the urgent necessity to tackle root 
problems like corruption, exemption from punishment, and structural frailties to 
avert subsequent conflicts and cultivate a fair and balanced community. 

Conclusions 
 
 
The document offers a comprehensive examination of significant social and 
political upheavals in Poza Rica, Mexico, focusing on the tumultuous period leading 
up to and including the Goyo's Massacre on October 6, 1958. This study delves 
deeply into the complex web of labor protests, movements for civil liberties, and 
political strife, highlighting the diverse groups and personalities that stood against 
authoritarian oppression in a quest for equity and justice. 
 
It provides an intricate look at key figures such as P1, P26, V23, V24, among others, 
documenting their unwavering commitment to the movement despite facing 
considerable risks and personal sacrifices. The narrative acknowledges the critical 
roles played by organizations like the CNR, Grupo de Unidad y Defensa Sindical 
"Gregorio L. González," and the P.O.R.T., recognizing their efforts in the wider 
struggle for workers' rights and freedom. 
 
The text also uncovers the harsh tactics employed by the Mexican government, 
including surveillance, harassment, abductions, and violence, as methods to 
suppress opposition and maintain power. It illustrates the dynamic interactions 
among various socio-political entities, such as political groups, law enforcement, 
and the general population, offering insights into the period's intricate socio-political 
fabric. 
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At its core, serves as a moving homage to the resilience and courage of those who 
boldly stood against oppression and tyranny, casting light on the enduring fight for 
democratic governance, human rights, and social justice in Mexico. The 
document's detailed narratives, personal accounts, and historical analysis provide 
a richer understanding of the sacrifices and endeavors of individuals and collectives 
in their pursuit of a fairer society. 
 
The conclusion of the document reiterates its engaging and thorough recounting of 
the labor movements, civil rights campaigns, and political dissent in Poza Rica 
during the mid-20th century. Through stories of significant figures, groups, and 
events, it reflects on the challenges faced by champions of social justice, labor 
rights, and democracy under authoritarian rule. 
 
It celebrates the courage and persistence of those who challenged repressive 
governments and systemic injustices. Further, it underlines the synergy among 
different actors and elements within the socio-political landscape, emphasizing the 
complex web of resistance and alliances of the time. 
 
By documenting the lived experiences, political actions, and historical context 
surrounding the Goyo's Massacre and its aftermath, not only honors the legacy of 
those involved but also underscores the significance of continued resistance 
against authoritarianism in the pursuit of a more just society. The document's 
insightful analysis and thoughtful portrayal of the era contribute to a deeper 
understanding of the intricacies of political activism and societal change in Mexico 
at a pivotal moment in its history. 
 
The document fundamentally serves as a powerful testament to the enduring 
struggle for justice and integrity, underscoring the significant role of the Goyo's 
Massacre in shaping the social and political fabric of Mexico and beyond. It 
intricately weaves together individual narratives, rigorous historical examination, 
and comprehensive situational analysis to present a detailed perspective on the 
activism and advocacy of the 1950s for workers' rights and civil liberties. This work 
stresses the vital need to honor and remember those individuals who bravely stood 
against oppression, championing the causes of democracy, human rights, and 
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social fairness amidst daunting adversities. By documenting the key personalities 
and pivotal moments of this movement, actively contributes to ongoing 
conversations about the necessity of upholding democratic principles, 
safeguarding human dignity, and opposing authoritarianism in pursuit of a just and 
equitable society. 
 
Given the intricate nature of the human rights breaches and deep-seated injustices 
unveiled by the Goyo Massacre in Poza Rica, Mexico, the argument is made for a 
multifaceted approach that weaves together Amartya Sen's concepts of 
capabilities, Martha Nussbaum's central capabilities framework, and John Rawls' 
principles of justice.  
 
This comprehensive methodology is anticipated to lay a robust groundwork for 
dissecting and remedying the extensive consequences of this calamitous 
occurrence. The anticipation is that this cohesive strategy will facilitate a thorough 
evaluation of human rights infractions, spotlighting not only the direct impacts on 
individuals but also the entrenched systemic injustices that fuel societal vulnerability 
and subjugation. This theoretical doctoral investigation aims to advance the 
development of efficacious methods for fostering justice, human rights, and dignity 
amid scenarios marked by crises and political unrest. 
 
The Tragedy of Poza Rica, often referred to as Goyo's Tragedy, stands as a stark 
reminder of the grave injustices and human rights abuses that echo through 
history's corridors. Through a detailed exploration of this calamitous episode from 
the perspectives of social justice and the theory of human capabilities, a deeper 
understanding of its complex layers and lasting repercussions emerges. 
 
Perspective of Social Justice 
 
Approach of Capabilities by Amartya Sen: The approach devised by Amartya Sen 
focuses on the critical need to enhance individual capabilities for leading fulfilling 
lives. When applied to the Tragedy of Poza Rica, it becomes evident that the 
governmental actions led not only to a tragic loss of lives but also significantly 
hindered the community's capacity to attain meaningful achievements. This event 
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effectively robbed individuals of their essential capabilities, entrenching a cycle of 
hardship and injustice. 
 
Martha Nussbaum's Insights into Human Capabilities: Nussbaum's framework on 
human capabilities highlights essential elements required for maintaining a life of 
respect and dignity. The sorrowful incidents at Poza Rica serve as a poignant 
illustration of the undermining of these fundamental capabilities, profoundly 
affecting the dignity and overall well-being of the community involved. 
 
Theory of Human Capabilities 
 
Holistic Development: Advocated by Sen, a holistic approach to development 
transcends mere economic considerations to include a range of freedoms and 
opportunities. The repercussions of the Tragedy of Poza Rica reveal the 
government's role in not just causing physical damage but also in stifling emotional 
well-being and political freedoms, thereby undermining communal capabilities and 
overall welfare. 
 
Inclusive Governance: Edgar Morin's complexity theory stresses the interwoven 
nature of societal challenges and the critical need for governance that is both 
adaptive and inclusive. An analysis of the governance failures leading to this tragedy 
through Morin’s lens highlights the urgent need for a governance model that 
effectively safeguards human capabilities. 
 
Consequences and Path Forward 
 
Demand for Accountability and Justice: An examination of the Tragedy of Poza Rica, 
through the combined perspectives of social justice and human capabilities, 
necessitates accountability for the governance oversights that led to this 
catastrophe. Steps towards reconciliation, addressing root causes, and fostering 
ethical, transparent, and accountable governance are pivotal in averting future 
human rights breaches. 
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Policy Development: Recognizing the impact of this tragedy on human rights, social 
justice, and policy making in Mexico is vital for cultivating a more equitable society. 
Incorporating insights from thinkers like Sen, Nussbaum, Rawls, and Morin can 
guide policymakers in creating strategies that center on human capabilities, fair 
justice, and the intricacies of societal interactions. 
 
A closer look at the Tragedy of Poza Rica through the lenses of social justice and 
human capabilities uncovers a narrative of systemic breakdowns, governance 
missteps, and profound human anguish. 
 
Investigating the Accountability and Ethical Duties in the Poza Rica Tragedy 
 
A deeper look into the responsibilities—both legal and ethical—of the figures 
involved in the Poza Rica Tragedy, as well as the broader societal impact due to the 
absence of appropriate legal actions, reveals an intricate network of accountability, 
justice, and societal fallout. Here's an analysis of these facets: 
 
Legal Obligations 
 
Neglect of Human Rights Protection: The officials implicated in the Poza Rica 
Tragedy were obligated to defend the basic human rights of people within their 
domain. Their inaction or direct participation in the acts of violence highlights a 
dereliction of their obligation to enforce justice and safeguard the rights of the 
populace. 
 
Actions for Justice and Equality 
 
The absence of compensation for the tragedy's victims highlights a significant 
oversight in fulfilling duties towards human rights obligations. The government is 
required to conduct detailed investigations into these matters, pursue judicial 
actions against the perpetrators, and make certain that justice and reparations are 
provided to the victims and their relatives. 
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Moral Duties 
 
Ethical Responsibilities: Beyond their legal duties, individuals connected to the Poza 
Rica Tragedy are ethically obligated to maintain standards of honesty, empathy, and 
respect for human dignity. 
 
Addressing the failure to prevent or effectively respond to the tragedy reveals a 
substantial ethical deficiency in safeguarding the rights and well-being of 
individuals. 
 
Championing Social Recovery and Reconciliation 
 
It is a moral imperative for officials to foster restoration and peace among the 
affected communities. Recognizing the harm caused, extending apologies, and 
endorsing initiatives for transparency, reconciliation, and compensation are 
essential actions to mend the deep wounds caused by these incidents. 
 
Societal Effects 
 
Decline in Institutional Trust 
 
The absence of justice and accountability concerning the actions of authorities in 
the Poza Rica Tragedy can lead to a diminished faith in the legal system and 
governing institutions. Unaddressed human rights violations erode the foundational 
trust between the state and its people, weakening social cohesion and confidence. 
 
Continuation of Impunity 
 
Not holding officials accountable establishes a perilous norm of impunity, 
encouraging a belief among those in power that they can violate rights without 
facing repercussions. This fuels ongoing cycles of violence, abuse, and injustice, 
exacerbating societal divides and entrenching inequality. 
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In wrapping up, scrutinizing the obligations—both legal and moral—of those 
involved in the Poza Rica Tragedy highlights the urgent necessity for accountability, 
justice, and principled leadership. Confronting the impunity and the societal 
consequence of inaction is vital to affirm human rights, restore faith in governance, 
and cultivate a culture of lawfulness and human respect. 
 
The Impact of the Poza Rica Tragedy on Human Rights and Social Justice in Mexico: 
The repercussions of the Poza Rica Tragedy reach far beyond its immediate horror, 
shedding light on the enduring challenges and potential paths forward for human 
rights and social justice in Mexico: 
 
Human Rights 
 
Enduring Pain 
 
The tragedy has left an indelible mark of sorrow and violations of human rights that 
ripple through the fabric of Mexican society. The ongoing neglect of these grave 
acts has fostered a cycle of impunity and injustice, eroding the safeguarding of 
rights for all citizens. 
 
Urgency for Justice 
 
This incident highlights the critical necessity for systems that ensure accountability, 
to prevent the repetition of such abuses. The absence of such mechanisms risks 
the continuation of violence and the erosion of justice. 
 
Mobilization for Rights 
 
The tragedy acts as a catalyst for human rights proponents in Mexico, driving efforts 
toward legal safeguards, systemic reforms, and the establishment of protective 
measures for individual dignity and rights. It underscores the need for a strong 
human rights framework to avert future horrors and vindicate the aggrieved. 
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Social Justice 
 
Highlight on Inequality 
 
The atrocity reveals persistent societal inequalities and the exclusion of certain 
groups, especially in accessing justice, political voice, and safeguarding of the 
vulnerable. Amplifying the Voices of the Underrepresented, underscored by recent 
tragedies, demands urgent action to uplift marginalized communities, prioritize their 
participation in decision-making, dismantle power imbalances, foster inclusivity, 
and ensure equitable opportunities for all, thereby constructing a truly just society. 
 
Policy Development 
 
Need for Legal Enhancements 
 
The tragedy points to the imperative for legal adjustments that bolster human rights 
defenses, improve accountability, and ensure justice against human rights violators. 
Policymaking must give precedence to human rights protection and the pursuit of 
justice for every citizen. 
 
Advocating for Ethical Governance 
 
Policies must prioritize the promotion of transparency, integrity in leadership, and 
strict adherence to ethical standards to prevent future transgressions and bolster 
the legal framework. 
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Promoting Consciousness 
 
Initiatives within policies should encompass educational endeavors and outreach 
campaigns to heighten consciousness regarding human rights and social equity, 
fostering an environment where diversity is respected, and advocacy is 
encouraged. Such measures can significantly contribute to building a society that 
values justice and inclusivity. 
 
In reflecting on the Poza Rica Tragedy, it stands as a stark reminder of the work that 
lies ahead in promoting human rights, social justice, and effective policy in Mexico. 
Tackling the extensive effects of this event is essential for moving towards a society 
that honors justice, equality, and respect for the rights of all its people. 
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