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Business history in Italy and the new digital frontiers: archives and IT sources
by Amedeo Lepore

1. The Italian situation of IT sources for business history

Over the last decade or so, business history — like many other disciplines — has had to come to
terms with far-reaching innovations in scientific knowledge, communication and information,
brought about by the arrival and rapid diffusion of the World Wide Web. These changes have
had even greater impact in a field like archival science that uses a complex and stratified
memory. For this reason. it 1s extremely important to analyze the current state of Italian IT

sources for business history.

Massimiliano Grandi states that Italy, in comparison to other countries. 1s not so far behind
the times for business archives on the Net as it 1s 1n other fields. This evaluation, although
made recently, does not totally reflect the technological progress of recent years. Grandi, in
his article, pointed out a “great difference in numbers of Italian archival websites in
comparison with those of countries like the USA, the UK or Germany™~, which become “less
unfavorable for our country” if we count “only business archives™. In fact. “in other
industrialized nations too, the websites for [business archives] institutions appear to number
far less than websites for the archives of public organizations, universities and associations™ .
Moreover, “in this field Italy’s lag behind other countries 1s less noticeable, maybe because on
the Net the affinity between companies and their territories partially compensates for the
differences among various national institutions in being able take advantage of the

opportunities offered by Tt

! M. Grandi, Gli archivi italiani di impresa su internet, in “Imprese e storia”, n. 21, January-June 2000, pp. 154-
155. It is also possible to refer to the more general works on primary sources on the Net, including the
beginnings of the development of digital archives: see M. Guercio, Gli archivisti italiani e la sfida



dell 'automazions: archivi correnti € nuovi documenti. in “Archivi per la Stona”, V, n. 2, 1992; M. Guercio.
Automazione e archivi storici, m “Archra e Imprese™, n 11-12, 1995; E. Borett, Le fonti ¢ la diffusione
dell 'informazione: fonti cartaces, fonti elettroniche e Internet, in P. Costanzo Capitami, E Morethi, M. Rosati, La
gastione dell ‘informazione e ['utilizzo di Internet, Frenze, Ifmia. 1995; A Valente R. Sepe, Jmternet and italian
archives, m “FID news bulletm”, XLV, n._ 6, 1995; A Valente, Internet & archivi, m Gli Standard per gli archivi
europei: esperienze e proposte, Ath del Seminano Internazionale (San Mimiato, 31 agosto - 2 settembre 1994),
Rome, MmstmpaxBemCultmzheAmhemalgUﬁmCenhakpeprunArdn\m 1996; R Cem,
Risorse archivistiche in rete, in “Archri & Computer”, n. 2, 1996; E. Borettr, Primi elementi di “webografia”,
m “Bollethno AIB”, n 1, 1998, <http://www.aib. xt'aib'boll’l998"98-l-0"9 btm>; M. Grandi, Gli archivi naham
su Internet, Roma, Scuola Speciale per Archivish e Bibliotecan, Umversita “La Sapienza”, 1998-1999; F.
Valacchi, Internet e gli archivi storici. I pozsibili approcei alle risorse dispomibili sulla rete & alcune
considerazioni in manto ai servizi telematici offerti dal sistema archivistico naziomale, m “Archivi &
Computer”, n. 3, 1999, <http.//www stona wmfi 1t/ storinforma/We/docsfvalacchs htm>; G. Abbattista, Ricerca
storica € tdanama in Italia. Un bilancic prowisorio, mm “Cromohs”, n 4, 1999,
“http-/‘www.cromohs umfi it'4 99/abba html=; M. Guercio (a cura di), Ilﬁlmrodegbardm'l gli archivi del
Sunuro, AtudelSemnmdlSm&,Caghxl,29—310ctoberl998 m “Archivi per la stona”, XIL n 1-2, 1999; A
Zorzi, Documenti, archivi digitali, metgfonti, m I Medici in rete: ricerca e progettualita scientifica a pmpamo
dell ‘archivio Mediceo avanti il Principato, Ath del Convegno di Studi, orgamized by the Archivio di Stato di
Firenze m collaboration with the Istituto Nazionale di Studi sul Rinascimento and with the Harvard University
Cmter for Renaissance Studies at Villa I Tath, Fuwenze, Archmio di Stato, 18-19 September 2000,

<http:/www archiviodistato_firenze 1t'muovosito/index php71d=87>, anche m “Archivi & Computer”, n 3, 2000,
<http:/fwww storia unfi it/ PINVATNM ‘metafonts htm>; G. Abbathsta, A. Zora (@ cura &), I documento
immaterials. Ricerca storica & nuovi linguaggi, m‘imdmedenlﬁmtklmse dossier n. 4, May"(X)O
<http:/lastoria umpv it'dossier/index htna=; M. Grandi, Gli Archivi in Internet: risultati di wna ricerca, m “La
memonia dell'mmpresa”. n. 4, May 2000, <htip/www.cul /archivio/newslet/news-
04/Grandi htm=; S. Vitali, “Adrchivi on line " qualche riflessione metodologica, m Archivi storici e archivi
digitali tra ricerca e comunicazions, edited by the Dipartimento di Studi Stonic: e Geografics dell’ Universita di
Firenze m collaborazione con ['Archrvio di Stato di Fuenze, Florence, 20-21 October 2000,

-hitp:/'www.storia unifi 1t/ stoninforma/Ws/archivi'ws-archmi-alia htm>=; F. Klemn. Rjflassioni a proposito di
gmnbta culmralc e digitalizzazione documentaria, in Archivi storici € archivi digitali tra ricerca e
Jrerww.stona wufi it stonnformaWs/archri/ws-archivi-alia htm=: C. Vivol, Quale
sistema nﬁmanvo per gli archivi’, in Archivi storici & archivi digitali ra ricevca € comumicazione, cit.,
-/Fyvwrw.storia unifi it/ storinforma/Ws farchimvi'ws-archivi-ahia htmy=; F. Valacchi, Fonsi ardmundn
risorse digitali e digitalizzazione, in Fonti digitalizzate. Problemi, mndz esegesi, edited by the Dipartimento di
Stud: Storict e Geografici dell’'Universita di Firenze in collaborazione con I'Archrvio di Stato di Firenze,
Florence, 19-20 October 2001, <http-//www.dsszumfiit' stonnforma/Ws/archii2/ws-archivi?-prog htm>; S.
Vitali, Navigare nel passato. Problemi della ricerca archivistica in Internet, in “Contemporanea”, IV, n. 2,
2001; S. Nowet, Una lente italiana per accedsre alla storia contemporanea in intemet, Flocmce,
Universitario Europeo, 5 Apnl 2002; G. Bergamin  Progetti di digitalizzazione: strumenti € obiettivi, m “Archr
& computer”, n. 3, 2002; D. Bondielh, I sistemi informativi archivistici in rapporto alle risorse telematiche:
nuovi progetti a confronto, in “Archivi & computer”, n. 3, 2002; C. Salmun: Bussole & ami da pesca. I siti
archivistici come strumento per la ricerca: come cambia il lavoro dell ‘archivista, in “Archia & computer” n. 3.
2002: F. Valacchi, I web per gli archivi e gli archivi nel web, m “Archra & computer™, n 3, 2002: A. Zorz1,
Documenti e archivi per lo storico. Qualche prospetriva digitale, m “Archivi & computer™, n. 3, 2002; F.
Valacchi, I siti web come strumenti per la ricerca archivistica, in “Archivio Storico Italiano™, ammo CLX. n 593,
July - September 2002, <http-/‘www.storia umfi it'asi ’A.SL'Tsti onlme‘valacchs htm>=; F. Chiocchetti, Fonri
storiche, fonti digitalizzate, metgfonti. Qualche nota su alcune iniziative recenti, m “Stona della Storiografia™ n.
44 2003; S. Soldami, L. Tomassimi (edited by). Storia e computer. Allamermdclmatoconlu(ﬁmanm
Milan, Brmo Mondadon, 1996; M. Guercio, Archivistica informatica: i documenti in ambiente digitale, Rome,
Carocal, 2002; S. Vitah, Passato digitale. Le fonti dello storico nell 'eva del computer, Milan, Bruno Mondadon,
2004: A Cnscione, S. Nowret, C. Spagnolo, S. Vitahi (edited by), La storia afl) tempo di Internet. Bologna,
Patron Editore, 2004; P. Rygzel, S. Nowet (edited by), Les historiens, leurs revues et Internet (France, Espagne,
Italie), Pans, Publibook, 2005; L Spmazze La comumicazione sciemtifica accademica italiana nel mondo
digitale: siti internet, biblioteche digitali, archivi aperti, case editrici umiversitarie digitali, Tesi di laurea m
Ricerca Stonca e Risorse Diztali, Corso di laurea in Informatica per le Disciphine Umamstiche, Unrversita degh
Studi “C3' Foscan™ &1 Venezia, Venice, 2005. <http://eprints rchis org/archive/00004736/=; F. Valacch, La
menioria integrata nell ‘era digitale. Continuita archivistica e innovazione tecnologica, San Mimato, Titivillus,
2006.




Nevertheless, the Italian situation shows a lack of proportion. Apart from a few excellent
examples. our business archives websites are lagging behind the continuous evolution that is
taking place intemationally. The distance widens if we examune the portals and the
institutional resources, both scientific and academic, that are globally available. In this field,
Italy 1s still at a starting point2 and requires a great deal of general coordination and follow-
up. Grandi conducted a census of eleven business archives websites in 2000° (Archivio
Storico dell’Italgas. Archivio Storico del Banco di Napoli. Archivio Storico della Banca
Commerciale Italiana. Archivio Fotografico della Fratells Alinari, Archivio Storico
Elettronico dell’IRI. Archivio Storico dell'Istituto Luce, Archivio Storico di Telecom,
Archivio Storico della Piaggio. Archivio Storico dell’Azienda Trasporti Consorziali di
Bologna, Archivio Storico della Cassa di Risparmio di Bologna. Archivio Storico
dell’Ansaldo) and current results show a proliferation of electronic sources, which is a

positive development in terms of number. but also quality.

From 1980, when the first historical business archives was founded—that of the
“Raggruppamento Ansaldo™ — up to now. there has been remarkable development of this
field in Italy. also in terms of innovative source processing. Nico De Ianni on L’archivie
storico IRI su Internet (IRI historical archives on the Net)5 explains the differences of context
in the field of digital applications, or to be more precise, the number of IT generations 1n just

the last few years. He wrote: “What dismays us is the sense of impotence we feel by just

? Moreover, Grandi himself recognized that “in Italy there is no institution such as the UK Business Archives
Council which. formed in 1934, now has its own website and a mailing list through which everyone interested in
business archives, and above all. their personnel, can discuss themes of interest.” (M. Grandi, Gli archivi italiani
di impresa su internet, cit, p. 155). For the website see The Business Archives Council,

<http://www businessarchivescouncil org.uk/>.
3 See M. Grandi, Gli archivi italiani di impresa su internet. p. 143.

% See Fondazione Ansaldo. Archivi e Raccolte, <http://fondazioneansaldo.it/archivi%20e%20raccolte htnr=>;
Fondazione Ansaldo, Aftivita e Informazioni, Fondazione: cronologia,

-//fondazioneansaldo it/fondazione%20cronologia htm>. In 2000, on the initiative of the Comune di
Genova, the Provincia di Genova and Finmeccanica S.p.A.. the “Fondazione Ansaldo — Archivio economico
delle imprese liguri O.N.L.U.S.” was created, which is the first Ifalian economic territorial archives. In 2002, the
website of the Ansaldo Foundation was created. (www fondazioneansaldo if).

5 See N. De Ianni, L ‘archivio storico IRI su Internet, in “Rivista di Storia Finanziaria”, n 2, January-June 1999,

<http://www delpt unina it/stof’2 htm>,
<http://www_delpt unina.it/stof2 gennaio giugnol1999/Delanni? 2 pdf=.




thinking of the imbalance between the potential of the instrument and its actual use™®. At
present, that imbalance has diminished considerably and. in contrast to a few years ago, the
loss 1s the effect of the huge quantity of sources available on the Net. at nisk of shipwrecking
in a wide and uvnstable (virtual) sea.

Despite several advances and the growth of the usable information, business culture has not
yet been sufficiently publicized to the public consciousness in our country. There is also is a
lack of systematic support — apart from individual initiatives. some of which are really
excellent — from public institutions and private operators in the field. This sort of commitment
should aim at a strong development in the availability of innovative techmiques, suitable
matenals and a larger record heritage for study and research. Moreover, greater effort should
be made to modermize archives and IT sources for business history, as Grandi described
simply and clearly in his article: “What could be decisive for the development of both
archival websites (whether business and not) and archives in general. 1s the ability fo promote
the image of archives in our societies.” It means. in short. to improve the quality of the
Italian archival offer, focusing on both current and potential consumers who use these records
sources. We should pay particular attention to “pilot experiences™ that have been camied out
in the other countries and have engendered a virtuous circle of cultural growth. improvement
of services, development of electronic sowmrces and a significant increase in research
possibilities. To do this, we can use a new category of complex sources; the so-called “meta-
sources™, that allow users to also handle the problems of updating and innovating the
existing archival supports in a framework of organic arrangement and unification of the
sources. As Andrea Zorzi proposed: “We can — and maybe we should — start talking of meta-
sources. This term was used for the first time 1n 1992 from a French medievalist Jean-Philippe
Genet (Sowrce, Meétasource, Texte, Histoire, in Storia & multimedia, edited by F. Bocchi and
P. Denley, Bologna, 1994. pages 3-17) regarding the complex totality of texts and databases
that a scholar potentially has access to. even when working alone with a computer. Since then

¢ Ibidem, p. 95.

" M. Grands, Gli archivi italiani di impresa su internet, p. 155.

* By “meta-source” , we mean “the new configuration of an intermediate dimension in the hierarchy of historical
documentation constituted by the creation of new sources (and at the same time of databases that provide new
mstruments for access to the reproduction of the onginals) from the histonan through the IT processing of texts,
mages and datz” (A. Zorz, Medisvisti nelle reti. La mutazione telematica e la pratica della ricerca storica, m
“Quaderm medievali”. n. 44, December 1997, also m Medioevo preso in rete. Una guida selezionata alle risorse
telematiche per lo studio e per la ricerca, <http:/www storia unifi it/ pim/ATMrisorse htm>,
<http-/fwww.stona unifi it/ PIM/ATM/gm] htm>).




nobody has used this notion, perhaps because it referred to the mere IT dimension of single
databases. a perspective that nowadays seems completely outdated in the current networking
world. As a matter of fact, Genet wrote before the creation of the Web and the intensive

development of hypermediality.

In contrast, I believe that the concept of meta-sources can be developed in reference to
archives that are available online, which is the new typology of intangible documentation that
historians can use. This notion links the reproduction of records as images with transcriptions
or critical editions, informative instruments (document summaries, archival descriptions and
inventories. and so on), databases. bibliographies, essays and other miscellaneous materials,
as well as the array of continuously evolving research mstruments (search engines and special
soﬁwate)”g. It 1s from this new threshold that we may begin a thorough analysis of our Italian

virtual resources.
2. The Italian portals of business history

The situation of the Italian IT sources for business history and archives is extremely
diversified starting from the meta-sources represented by portals. Although we do find some
significant sources, the Ifalian situation cannot be compared with that of other countries that
have made the portals a distinguishing instrument for access to IT sources, especially

scientific ones.

One interesting example is the complex website of the national archival systanlo that has
dedicated a section to the “Italian portal of the world archival resources on the Net™!_ with a

' A Zorn. Documenti archivi digitali metgfonti, < ‘wwwstmumﬂxb PIM/ATM/metafonti htm:=,
<http-/'www.archiviodistato_firenze it/nuovosito/index. 1

19 See AMmistero per i Bemi e le Amvita Culnwrali Direzions Gemevale per gli Archivi,

<http-//archivi benicultirali 0% In this portal, 1t 15 also possible to retrieve some extremely inferesting matenals
for the on-lne archives such as, for example, those mcluded m “Forum™ (see Il Forum di ARCHIVI,
<http-//archivi benicultwah t'forum’>). But, more 1n general it 15 possible to remeve a detailed dismbution of
the sources and some useful tips for the use of archival resources through the sections dedicated to the archrval
admumistration (see dmmministrazione Archivistica Iraliana, <htip//archivi benicultwrali it/organ htmi=), to the
public  documentation hentage (see Il pamimonio  documentaric  statale sul < Web,

<http-//archivi bemiculturah it Patimomo/mcerca html=), to the more relevant norms (see Normatha,
<http/‘wereedb archivi bemicultwraliit’™=), to the research instruments on lme (see Strumenti,
<http-//archivi beniculturali st'strumenti btml=) and to the bhbrary {see Biblioteca di Archivi,
“http-//archi beniculturals rimotbiblio html=).

N



specific section on Italian business and bank archives'’. This section of the website includes
several links limited to some of the most significant archival resources of the Italian network.
At present, this portal is undergoing reconstruction. In addition, among the websites of the
Superintendence offices linked to the national archival system. several interesting regional
initiatives stand out: the region of Lazio has produced a Guida agli archivi economici a Roma
e nel Lazio (Guide to economic archives in Rome and in Lazio), with information concerning
the archives of the credit institutions. private economic operators, joint stock companies and
ex government-controlled companies. public agencies and ex municipal companies13 2
Piedmont and Valle d’Aosta have a web page dedicated to the inventories of economic
archives“; Campania includes the inventories of the historical archives of the Banco di
Napoli'; Puglia describes activities related to the stewardship of the archives of health
authorities. transport agencies. corporations and city-owned enterprises. aid societies and

N See RINVIL il povidle italiano alle risorse ~archivistiche mondiali sl WWW,
<htp:/farchivi beniculturali itTink /21 html>.

2 See ARCHIVI - RINVII / in Italia / imprese & banche, <http://archivi beniculturali itlink/43 html>. Another
mmmmmshmu&emm&e&mdm(mﬂm RINVI / in
Italia / fondazioni, <http:/'wrww.archivi benicultural 1t7ink/42 html=).

B See Soprimtendsnza Archivistica per il Lazio, <http://aschivibeniculturali i’ SARM /attivita himl>;
Soprimtendenza Archivistica per il Lazio, Guida agli archivi ecomomici a Roma e nel Lazio,
“hitp:/farchivi benicultural it/ SARM/Archin economciFrameset? ArchiviEconomics htny>.

14

See Soprintsndemza Archivistica per il Piemomte e la Valle d'Aosta, <htip://erww.sato-archiviat’™;
Soprintendenza Archivistica per il Piemonte ¢ la Valle d Aosta, Progstto Inventari On Lins, Tipo Archivio:

Economici, <http://www.sato-archivi it inventanEsp2 hime, <hitp:/Awwwr sato-
archivi it'inventan/Ti 7 htme=.

15 See Soprintendenza Archivistica per la Campania, <http://www archrvistica-na iwHome asp>; Soprintendenza
Archivistica per la Campamia, Materiali, <http://wwrw.archivistica-na it'matenali htm>: Soprintendenza
Archivistica per la Campania, Archivio Storico del Banao di Napoli (invemtari), <hitp-/werw archivistica-
nast'matenali’'BN ARC’banco napoliBanco napolihtm=>; Soprimtendenza Archivistica per la Campania,
Archivio Storico del  Banco di Napoh (breve storia), <http:-/fwww archivistica-
naitmatenaliyBN ARC’banco napoli/Arc stor B N htm>. In this part of the website it 15 possible to consult
the following inventones: Patrimoniale dsl Banco delle Dus Sicilie - Affari diversi, <http://www archivistica-
na.nx‘mam:ah/BN ARC/AE dn"eezca aff dl\.hmp Patrimoniale dd Banco delle Duc Sicilie - Lsttere

; g X del
Banco dalle Due Sicilie - Verbali di reggenza, % _archivistica-
na iw'mateniali BN ARC/verb reggenza’cerca aff divhtm>; Panrimoniale del Banco delle Due Sicilie -
TInventario del Credito Fondiario, <http:/’www.archivistica-

n;ut‘malmuthN ARCr‘credm fondnno-'cema aff dnh!m. Irmmmno del “Collocamento dei Fondi”,

clwnmla dagb a'nnclu Bandu Pnbbba napolsmm durante xl decmmo Sfrancese  (1800-1813),
4 ¢ 3 3 R ¥ nchi‘cerca 3 L1 Paﬂrmomalc del Bm
delle Duc S:mhc - .bwcman'o dsl smizio di Cassa di Ri.spanm'o, <http-/ww.archivistica-




charitable mstitutions, insurance companies, social security agencies. and credit institutions'®_
Moreover. Veneto has. among the ongoing projects funded by the Direzione Generale per gh
Archivi, the recovery of the historical archives of the company “Lanerossi™' ; Sardegna
describes in detail a group of private archives — including several belonging to entrepreneurs
and enterprises -, and shows an exhibition of 2005. put together with great care. with
photographs of mines. and has a photo gallery with images obtained by the private archives'®.

A further website linked to the national archival system is the “Sistema informativo unificato
per le Soprintendenze archivistiche (SIUSA)” (Unified IT system for the archival
superintendence offices), which “proposes itself as the main access portal for research on
public and private non-governmental archival heritage that is preserved outside the State
Archives™™_ It is an broad overall source, well structured in its complexity and mnnovative so
that: “the system of web usage of the archival matenial is the public part of a system of

'S See Soprintendemza Archivistica per la Puglia. <htto://www sabapugha ithome asp>; Soprintendenza
Archivistica per la Puglia, Attivita, Gli archivi degli enti sawitari, di trasporto, delle aziende autonome &
mumicipalizzate, <http://www.sabapuzlia it/mventani ass asp>; Soprintendenza Archivistica per la Puglia,
Amivita, Gli archivi degli enti di assistenza e bengficenza, assicurativi e previdenziali,
-/'www sabapuglia it'mventany ben asp>; Soprintendenza Archivistica per la Puglia, Attivita, Gl archivi
delle banche, <http:/fwww.5a 1a 1t'archivi ishitut credito.

<
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" See Soprintendenza Archivistica per il Vemeto, Progetti in corso, Archivio Lamerossi,
<http-/'www archiv bemenlturah 1/'SAVE Progetn htm>>,
<http-/'www.archiv bemculturali it'SAVE/T aneross: htme=.

® See Soprintendemza Archivistica per la Sardsgma, <http://www.sacasardesna org’=; Soprintendenza

Archivistica per la Sardegna, Gli archivi privati, <http-//'www.sacasardesna orglread topic php7id=23"=,
<http-/fwww sacasardesna org/read topic.phplid=24>, ~'m:v’fwww.sacasardeggom‘lud m'c.@p?i(hﬁb,
h_ttpr"www;aczsard_egm t_og@g”uh’ﬁ» -/ www.sacasardegna orgread 21d=27>,

-/ www.sacas org'read "1d=78) Sapmamdama Arclmv.mm per la Sanicgm Mmans

lua. ombre, identita, territorio,

" Sistema informativo umificatc per le Soprintendenze archivistiche. <http-//smsa signum snsit™>. See D.
Bondielli (edited by), SIUSA — Sistema informativo Unificato per le Soprintendenze Archivistichs. Genesi &
sviluppi di um progetto, m “Bollettino d Informaziom del Centro di Ricerche Informatiche per 1 Beni Culturah”,
X1 n 2, 2001; M. G. Pastura, D. Tozza, D. Spano, M. Taglioh (a cura di), Il Sistema informativo unificato per le
soprintendenze archivistiche, in “Archni & Computer”, n. 2, 2004. As specified mn the home page, the webzite:
“was created as an open system from which and towards which 1t 15 possible to export and mmport information
collected through the other systems. In STUSA there 15 the description of archival structures with their articulated
sequences, the subjects (organizations, mdmiduals and fammhes) who produced the documentation m the cowrse
of their activity, and those who preserve the archives. Moreover, there are general schedules that grve histonical
msttuttonal and archival mformation helpful to understand the context. In the system there are the data acquired
through previcus censuses and mventones, national and local, camed out by the archival Supernmtendence
offices at different times and with different analytical degrees. The necessary standardization obeys to locally
consolidated descnptive traditions. The data are updated and infegrated progressively. SIUSA 1s a perfect
context for the presentation of thematic projects coming from the cooperation of different parties™.



description. storage and management of the data organized according to an analytic and
modular conceptual model. The interface was realized entiwrely using Open Source
instruments™ . The website is divided into three major categories: archival complexes,
producers and keeperszl, each allowing a form of research with various options.22 The query
inside every classification can be executed according to a series of fields that allow a choice
from an extensive list of subjects: state, region, territorial public body. functional territorial
body, enterprise, credit mstitution, insurance company. social security agency; aid societies
and charitable institutions; health authorities; instruction and research organizations; cultural,
recreational. sport and tourist organization; political party, labor orgamization: professional
roll; organization and association of the Catholic church; organization and association of other
creeds; person or family.

SIUSA also facilitates research on economic organizations or enterprises and on credit
institutions. aid societies and charitable institutions and gives significant results® providing a

®  Sistema  informative  umificato  per le  Soprintendemze  archivistiche,  Informazioni,
<http-//siusa. sigTm sns it/mfo himi-.

*! The three different sectors correspond respectively to “fonds and groups of fonds, with their mtemal divisions.
The description of the archival hentage 15 lnerarchic: toaﬁzstschechlerehtedtoafondortoacmplexoffond..
are linked those descmbing all its subdiisions (subfond/section; senes; subsenes)”; to “mstitufions and bodies.
p&phmdﬁmﬂms&numgmbarmmm&mmhteimﬁmduxdthedesmw
archuval documentation ”; to “private and public bodies, people or families preserving and making the archrves
descnbed  available” (SILEA. Sistema informativoe umificate per le Soprintendenze archivistiche,
-http-//siusa. sienmm sns stindex? htmi>).

2 The archival groups envisage two types of suided query, through a “list of the fonds™, regarding records that
constitute aggzregates of fonds or fonds, and though a “general Iist of the complexes” regarding archival groups at
all levels (complexes of fonds, fonds, sections, senes and subsenes); moreover, it 15 posaible to research through
“record typologies”. The producers provide three kinds of guided query, “orgamzations”. “individuals”, and
“farmhies"; then there are general search keys related to the “histonc and mstitutional contexts”, “general
tnstimﬁomlproﬁles“md‘“mm:lﬁelds The preserving subjects have two kmds of gunded query: “rezon™
and “typology”. Every schedule resulting from the research contams — when complete - the followmg data: title,
chronological details, consistency, archrval history, records description, ordenng, research imstruments, subject
that produced the documentation and the subject that preserves it.

¥ Carrying out a research on these two subjects it is possible to pick out 67 sources referring to economic
orgamzations or enterprises and 124 sources refemng to credit institutions. Inswrance compames and social
security agencies in the category “Compless: archivisticl — Lista dei fondi” (“Archival complexes — List of the

fonds™ Typology: producer), 89 sources refemng to econonuc orgamzations or enterpnses and 150 sources
refermng to credit mstitubions, Insurance companies and social secunty agencies m the category “Complesst
archivistics — Lista det fondi™ (“Archival complexes — List of the fonds™ Typology: producer); 354 sources
refermnng to economic orgamzations or enterprnises and 351 sowrces refermng to credit mstitutions, msurance
companies and social security agencies m the category “Complessi archivistics — Lista generale der complesa™
(“Archival complexes — General list of the complexes™ Typology: keeper); 188 sowrces referring to economic
orgamzations or enterprises and 668 sources referming to credit institutions, mswrance companies and social
secunty agencies m the category “Compless1 archrvistict — Lista generale dei compless™ (“Archival complexes —



series of brief descriptions of the history of every company and a mmltitude of files regarding
the archival documentation (complex of fonds. fonds, sections, series and subseries) of
partnerships and companies — with particular reference to the administrative and a accounting
records, balances, personnel and deeds of incorporation -, of cooperatives and syndicates,
commercial farms. benefit societies, banks, savings banks. pawnshops — with special attention
to the muinutes of the administrative bodies, company books. accounting records and deeds of
incorporation -, insurance ccunpanies:44 ¢

Other Ttalian portals like “Archivi & Futuro™_ are the result of a demanding project started
by Telecom Italia in collaboration with the Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, the
Archivio Storico di Telecom Italia and the Archivio Storico di Pirelli that made their wealth
of documentation and knowledge avatlable 1n order to provide the website with enough texts,
images and materials. This new source claims the ambitious goal of “relaunching the
industrial culture™ and “creating a reference that is reliable and accurate, but at the same time
simple and usable for those who want to know the history of the companies that have had

General list of the complexes™ Typology: producer). At the same time 1t 1s possible to pick out 90 sources
refeming to economic orgamzations or enterpnises and 189 sources refermng to credit msttutions, msurance
companies and social security agencies m the category “Soggett produttor: — Enti”. (“Producers — Bodies™). As
well as 1t 15 poszible to pick out 49 sources refermng to economic orgamzathons or enterpnses and 34 sources
refermng to credit mstitutions. mswrance companies and social secunty agencies m the category “Keepers —
Typology™.

* See Sistema informativo unificato per le Soprintendenze archivistiche, Complessi archivistici — Lista dei fondi,

bm/RSOL SearchSmsa pl? searchde ity 1a& additonalvalue=fondo%:20
2%20%2 ecclesia=NO& SI& fondi=liste>; Sistema mformativo umificate per le
Soprintendsmze  archivistiche.  Complessi  archivistici - Lista gemerale dsi  complessi,
<http-//s1usa s1znum sns.itlcz-

bm/RSOL SearchSiusa pl? level=11& ity ipoloma& ecclesia=NO& select

1& npofondi=fondi=; Sistema mformative unificato per le Soprintendenze archivistiche, Soggetti produttori —
bim/RSOLSearchSiusa pl? usemternal=& ationdate=& vello=1& finc=se.

d& entrvlevel=21& additionalfield=& addihonalvalue=& it ecclesia=NO& 1=
Sistema mﬁnnamvo unificato per le Soprintendenze archivistiche. Soggetti conmservatori — Tipologia,
<http-//sinsa.siznum sns t'hpoloma frame center htmi>, <http://=iusa signum s it/cm-
bm/RSOL SearchSmsa pl? op=search&livello=1& ﬁmc=seamhcon:m’ato&e& entrylevel=8& additionalfield=t

poloma& additionalvalue=ente%20econonuco/ mpresa& lansuage=ita& ecclesia=NO& selectbv=SI-.
<http://siesa signum sns itfez-

binRSOL SearchSmsa pl? ch&livello=1& func=searchconservatore& el=8& additionalfield=n

polomad additionalvalue—ente%e20d1%20credito. %e20assicurativo. %2 1 1 1 L
=NO& selectby=SI=.

¥ See Archivi & Futuro. Conoscere il passato per progettare il futuro, <http://www archiviefuturo.it/czi-
bm/portali’zef/frontend ‘mdex jsp=.



(and still have) an important role in the lifeoflmlianindust:y”x. The portal is divided into
nine subject areas: techmology and research, products and services, work advertising,
business history. people, social activities, cultural initiatives and industrial architectures® .
What’s more. part of the site 1s dedicated to the three archives of its founding companies, with
an essential description of the primary sources and a link to two historical websites (Olivett:
and Telecom)”- Finally. the section dedicated to the innovations of the portal is extremely
useful. It offers a variety of information and updates on business history”- At the same time,
the search engine is effective, allowing the user to surf the website to acquire the available
documentation®".

Another innovative portal is the one of the “Centro per la ricerca e lo sviluppo di Metodologie
e Applicazioni per gli Archivi Storici (MAAS)™! aimed at “creating a valuable virtual
headquarters for research concerning the treatment of information repositories. This portal is
directed towards individuals and organizations who wish to study descriptive standards,
instruments and technical solutions, and to the traming of specialized personnel”. developing
the analysis “of technologically advanced applications for the preservation, ordering.
digitalization and consultation of archival heritages of different natures (paper, iconographic.

*? See Archivi & Futuro. Comascere il passato per progettare il futuro. Tam, ,m "‘www atchxuefutmo xt.’cg;-
bm/portali/zef/frontend'sommano tenu j5p7idMacrotema=1733448124:
bm/portali/zef/ frontend/sommano tenu jsp7idMacrotema=4=,
bm/portali/zef frontend’'sommano fenu jepidMacrotema=T7>=,
bm/portali/zef/frontend/sommarnio temi jsp?idMacrotema=1>,

bm 1/zef/frontend/sommano tenu j5pTidMacrotema=2=,

bm aef'ﬁonﬁend’sunmano termi | TidMacrotema=5>,

TidMacrotema=1733427743-,
b1 1/zef frontend/sommano temm jsplidMacrotema=1733403818>,
bin/portali/aef/ frontend/sommano tenu jsp?idMacrotema=38-.

' See Centro MAAS, <http://www maas.cor it/
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audiovisual and so on) owned by private and public institutions™. The Centro pioneered
many initiatives including: the creation of the IRI Archivio Storico Elettronico (Electronic
Historical Archives) (the ASEI project and a second project which was the natural evolution
of the previous one)33 . the computerization of the cinema archives of the Istituto Luce. the
electronic treatment of the four volumes of the Guida generale degli Archivi di Stato, the
creation of an XML database of the Guida agli Archivi delle Camere di Commercio Italiane,
the planning and the establishment of systems for the IT management of the records (and
images) for some important archives (such as the Archivio Cinematografico della Cineteca
Nazionale and the Archivio Storico dell’IMI), the starting of the retrospective retneval of the
inventory of the Archivio Storico del Crediop and of the inventory of the Archivio Storico
dell’Intersind”. From the MAAS website. it is possible to connect to some specific research
projects (“Labinnti”, “European CHronicle On-line (ECHO)”, “May Day”) and to the
activities of specialized training of the Centro™ .

The database “Imita.db™, a project realized by the University of Bologna and the University of
Florence represents the Archivio Storico delle Societa per Azioni Italiane (Historical archives
of the Italian joint stock companies) and it contains the “digital transposition of a serial source
formed by a series of volumes published from 1908 to 1926 edited by Credito Italiano. and

? The Cenmro MAAS, <htip:// A tonetlcentro hitml= Moreover, it 15 necessary to
nndahmﬁmIRLmecmRAlemLmFmdanomlmmG!szpmdecm
dellas IIT Univermita di Roma and Soprintendenza Archivistica per il Lazo agreed to the statement of intent for
the setting up of the Centro MAAS.

¥ See Cantro MAAS, Introduzione all ‘Archivio Storico IRI, <http-//www maas cor it'cd%20ir hiny=.

* See Centro MAAS, Progetti Realizzati, <http://www maas. cer.it/fr progettirealizzati html>.

" See Centro MAAS, Progetti di Ricerca. <http://www.maas corit'fr progettidiricerca htmi>; Centro MAAS,
Formazione, <http-//www maas.cer it/ formaznone html-. Thepmﬂlexphmsthat“theprogewohbmnb( )
aims at the mterworking, the shared access and the technological mdependence of the IT systems of management
and consultation of the national archival hentage starting from the records repositones of the orgamzations
mvolved m the expenmentation”. The “Progetto ECHO (European CHronicle On-lme), fimded by the Emropean
Community within the fifth general program (...) amms to create an open mfrastructure for the distnbution on the
web of dizital services and contents regarding audiovisual records (newsreels, documentary films and so on)
with a cultural and histonical value gathenng the matenals of some of the most mmportant Euwropean audiovisual
archives” and the “progetto MayDayNet” amms at “establiching a connection between the complex and
articulated mheritance of the 1* May and the current Ewrope through the languages and the technologies of the
IT society”. Among the traming programs, the project “Labmnti™ gave life to a really mteresting website. (See
Centro MAAS, Labirinti - Archivi Labirinti Della Memoria, <hitp://www maas corit/labinnt=.
<http-/'www maas ceratlabmnt/famehomepagepresentazione. hiny>).
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then from 1928 by the Associazione fra le societa italiane per azioni (Asipa) (association of
the Italian joint stock companies)™.

This source gives significant information on companies (regarding registration of wvital
statistics and accounting) and on their management (admimstrators and corporations)
regarding all the joint stock companies listed on the Stock Exchange and all those located in
Italy with “a corporate capital exceeding a fixed limit that was subject to change from year to
year”n. To do this. it is possible to carry out an online study in the database using various
criferia: the company name. the ISTAT code, the founding year. the sumame of the
administrator and the corporate name, the ISTAT sector, the geographic area and the pause in
the years of acconnting, but also a combination of the first three references. >

The Italian History Index, an extremely valuable instrument for the virtual sources of Italian
history — edited by the European University Institute in Florence — presents. among the
various thematic portals available, the one dedicated to the Economic, Financial and Business
History. It contains a large number of websites of archives and business history with short
descriptions of the content of every IT source.” In the UNESCO portal of Archives, it is also
possible to find an area dedicated to Italian business and labor archives with links to some of
the most important websites on this subject™®. Other sources with suggestions and links to a

* Bmita.db — Banca Dati delle Aziende Talians, <http://imitadb unisi it'>.

37 Ibidem. In the website it is highlighted that: “the limit for the capital is as follows:

1908-1940: (apart from 1914): 1.000.000 Lie

1914: 500.000 Lire

1949-1952: 10.000.000 Lire

1956: 25.000.000 Lire

1958-1961: 50.000.000 Lire

1964-1973: 100.000.000 Lire

1980: 1.000.000.000 Lire

1984: 2.000.000.000 Lire

Up to the volume of 1937 there are some compamies that. even if they hadn’t reached the lnmit. joined the Asipa
and the Italian companies with the offices abroad that are excluded from the digital archives. For the volumes of
1912 and 1914 the limit 15 calculated on the capital paid. while for all the other vohmmes, 1t 15 determined m
relation to the authonzed capital (fmitadb — Banca Dati delle Aziende Italiane. Soglie prestabilite.
<http:/iputadb. unisi.it/soglia asp>).

* See Imita.db — Banca Dati delle Aziende Italiane. Ricerca nella base dati, <

¥ See Ialian History Index: Ecomomic, Financial and Business History. <http-//vlib ive it/hist-
italv/economic html=.
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variety of significant sources are: the links of the Centro per la cultura d'impresa and of
Museimpresa, the webpage on “Economic, social and technology history™ of the Library of
the Dipartimento di Scienze della Storia e della Documentazione Storica dell Universita degh
Studi di Milano; “Industrie it”, the portal and search engine of online industries, enterprises
and companies and “Azienda Italia”. the IT database of the Compendio Nazionale
dell’Economia, set up by the “CREA. - Centro di Ricerche Economico Aziendali”
dell’Universita “Bocconi” in Milan™'.

3. The Italian periodicals. The centers, the associations, the institutions, the museums
and the foundations

An essential source of information. one that is increasingly present on the Net. may be found
in several online periodicals of business history, such as “Imprese e Storia™ — which replaced
“Archivi e Imprese™ in 1999 — and the most recent “Culfure e imptvesa”'u representing the two
most significant examples in these field. On the website of “Imprese e Storia™ managed by the
Dipartimento di Economia Politica dell'Universita degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca, the
magazine is presented as: “a six-monthly review dedicated to the history of business and
entreprenenrs, organizational and managerial models, the world of work and technology.
financial institutions and forms of regulation of the market; dedicated also to the history of
Italy’s economic, social and political history. It publishes original research and stimulates the
comparison among various methodological and disciplinary approaches. A distinctive feature
of this periodical is its strong support of the evolution of the subject at an intemational level.
Faithful to its origins. the magazine is a privileged field of information and discussion on the

! See Centro per la cultura d ‘impresa, Lmk.f
Museimpresa, Info, Link, <http: / 7
Biblioteca del Dipartimento deam.edelh Storia cdeIIaDocmm:mm Storica dell Ummdaglemdz
di Milano, Risorse per la storia in rete. Storia economica, sociale & della tecnologia,

<http:/fusers ummu 1t/stona’tublioteca/cataloghi misorse/stonainrete/sto economica hini=; Industrie.it- portale e
motore di ricerca, <http:/‘www mdustme.it">; Azienda Italia,

“hitp-/‘www zzendartahaonline 1t/anendaitalia‘index jsp>. These last two search engines provide a great deal of
essential mformation. The first lets the user lmk to the websites of a large number of Ttalian companies divided
mto many sectors. The second one “offers a comprehensive generzal outline of the productive Italy and 15 directed
not only to the cogmitive aspect (...). The database shows the profiles of all the joint stock compames, the
agencies, the holding companies, the limited partmerships and the other sigmificant compames that can be
selected with many different research keys.”

¥ See Imprese e Storia, <http://di
<hitp-/fwww culturemmpresa. st'mdex htmi>.

Culture e impreza.
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issues regarding business archives and archivists in order to promote the preservation and the
valorization of the historical and cultural heritage they manage. «Imprese e stonia» addresses
historians. economists, management researchers. social scientists and business and public
archivists.”*

In its turn the online bilingunal magazine “Culture e impresa”. promoted by the Ansaldo
Foundation in Genoa and the “Centro per la cultura d'impresa” i Milan aims at “the
stewardship of the cultural heritage of profit-making organizations and the promotion of
business culture”. with the intention of “making historical business documentation available
to researchers and to the general public. By making operational procedures more visible,
business reduces the sense of distance that is often perceived by its surrounding
comxmmity”“. Moreover, the magazine wants to become the “to be a forum for discussion
and exchange of ideas among entrepreneurs. business leaders and researchers grounded in
both the cultural significance of these objectives and a scientific approach to company
operations” and represents “the occasion to raise the issue of memory as a cultural and ethical
basis for business™

Whereas the website of “Imprese e Storia™, through its archives. enables the reader to consult
all the issues of the magazine, but offers only the updated indexes and the English abstracts of
apartofthemorereoemmicles“, “Culture e Impresa™ puts all the issues of the magazine at
the readers’ disposal, as well as articles with reviews. news, files and interesting hyper-textual
tinks*'.

A further publication worthy of attention is the totally online journal “Tafter”, which
publishes articles on the economy of culture®. Other relevant publications that can be traced

4 Inprese e Storia, <

“ALombaxdo GPa]etta,Ipwchcdxmmma in “Cultwe e mpresa”. n. 1, ottobre 2004,
. / a.1t'01-2004itaban/editonale html=.

S Bidem.

*¢ See Imprese e Storia, Archivio, <k

¥ See Culture & impresa. Archivio, <

** See Tafter. Cultura é sviluppo, <http./ferww tafter it>. This magazine with articles on the world of business
and a focus on busmess culture zums at representing a “ Meeting pont and a stmmlus for the research on the
bmomual culture-business, cntantonzlumkehng,ontheloczldewlopmammﬂ!ecommymhtedtocnlhnl
assets m a broadest sense™ (Tafter. Cultira é sviluppo. Chi siamo, Jierww tafter 1 Tid=1>; ofr.
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on the Net are: “Annali di Storia dell'Impresa™*; “Archivi & Computer™; “Archivi” and “Il
Mondo degli Archivi”, both edited by the “Associazione Nazionale Archivistica Italiana
(ANAD)™!; “Le culture della tecnica”, the magazine of the “Associazione degli Industriali
Metallurgici Meccanici ed Affini (AMMA)™2; “Rivista di Storia Finanziaria”. in
collaboration with the Sezione di Stonia Economica “Corrado Barbagallo™ of the
Dipartimento di Analisi dei Processi Economico-Sociali, Linguistici, Produttivi e Territoriali
of the Universita degli Studi di Napoli “Federico I and the “Centro Interuniversitario di
Ricerca per la Storia Finanziaria Italiana (CIRSFI)">; “Harvard Business Review”. in its
Ttalian edition™".

However. a fundamental online source for the archives and the business history in Italy 1s a
series of portals and websites with references to centers, associations. institutes, museums and
foundations whose heritage 1sn’t just the simple uploading of the paper sources onto the Net,
but rather the nucleus of a first complex organization of the field contents on virtual bases.
The website of the “Centro per la cultura d’impxeca”ss, an association set up in 1991 on the

Tafter. Cultura é sviluppo. Articoli, Aziende, -
Cultura é sviluppo. Focus, Cultura d 'mmpresa, <

” See Amali
-/fwww.assoclazmoneassi. it User/pubblica 1 1 >,
In the website comesponding to the publication — ednedby“FondmASSI”theItzlnnresearchbodyon
business history — 1t 15 underlmed that “The Armual Books on Busmess History are published once a year. They
collect various contmbutions orgamized m homogeneous sections or according to a muscellaneous style. These
are: debates on specific business or mdustry history themes. translations of particularly interesting foreizn
contnibutions, bibliographtes, studies and researches™.

» n: See ‘ Ardm': - & Compuzer, <http://www.comune. san-

<m:/fwww._anal.mbbhcaaom a'nc}nn "006"arch1u-"006.hnn I . Mondo degli .Arduw'

&nmgamumemdmﬂ&eS&ummly&emduampublsbedwhﬂgﬁmthefdlwmgmm
content 15 enhrely online.

*I See Rivista di Storia Finanziaria, <http-//swww.delpt unina it/stof=.
** See Harvard Business Review, <http://www hbntahia it'default aspxc.

* See Cemtro per la cultwra d'impresa, <http:/'www.culturadimpresa org’>. The association aims at the
promotion of the “safeguard and valonzation of the records of its associates, busmess culture through the
acquisition, the direct safeguard and the valonzation of the historical and contemporary documental hentage
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initiative of the Camera di Commercio, Industria. Artigianato e Agricoltura m Milan, is a
valuable example of a comprehensive resource. The Centro, in order to facilitate the
safeguarding and valorization of the historical heritage of enterprise, operates “in the field of
archives, industrial archaeology, business museums. scientific research and training™ and
carries out many activities listed on the site™S. Among these activities, the initiative for the
“establishment of a terriforial economic archives for the safeguard of the business archives at
risk in the Milan area™ is particularly interesting. This is based on the combining of some
first historical business archives preserved in the Centro (A. L. Colombo, Caproni La
Postelegrafonica. Montedison, Unione Esercizi Elettrici, Ordine professionale deghi Agenti di
cambio, Carlo Erba) e

At the same time. the association organizes training courses, offers a virtual itinerary through
the centers of the Milanese economy, and is involved in a wide spectrum of other activities:
research studies. publications, online exhibitions, oral sources, the hbrary and the

produced by the compames and the other economic subjects, the creation of temtonal economic archives and
busimess mmseums 1 collzboration with the local msttutions and with the system of representation of the
mterests, the trainmg of cultwral operators capable of deal wath the documentary hentage of the companies
guznnteemgtheusafegmdandvalmamaﬂﬂ:epnbhcahonofthemﬂtsofnsacm'xtv”(Cmtmpwh
cultura d‘impreza, Chi siamo, <http://www.culturadmmpresa org/chi hitny=).

* Centro per la cultra d'impresa, Chi siamo. Soci, <http://www.cul ' .orgchi/soc-up htm=.
Together with the Camera di Commercio, founding member of the Centro, there are other 25 members, almost

¥ As underiined in the website: “The concept of temtorial economic archives (or concentration territorial
archives) comes from the German expenence where, since 1904, the Chambers of Commerce and the
entrepreneunal associations have aimed at safeguarding the culture of the local entrepreneunal system and
preserving the archives. This need was felt also in other countries where it 15 cultivated according to modalities
changing with the structure of the entrepreneunal system and of the organization of the management of the
cultural assets. In the Anglo-Saxon world the Universities have a concenfration and preservation function In
France and in Denmark these fonds are enfrusted to a specialized branch of the state rules. The reason of it 15 not
to lose the many different business cultures (organizational technological, scientific. managenal and economuc)
when the commercial mshtufions mterrupt their continmty. The attention to the enterprise as protagomst of the
cultural production 15 a recent acquisition and comes from the recogmtion of its economic mstitutional nature
that can influence the distnbutional tramming and decision-making dynamucs of the country. Business hustory 15
essential to the creation of the 1dentities of the temtones and the populations (...). From here, the need to create
on the temitory economic temtonial archives, msthtutions mserted m the relational system of the entrepreneunial
community but, at the same time, linked to mdependent cultural motivations thanks to winch they can mtervene
to prevent the economic difficulties from creating a second difficulty of cultural ongms" Centro per la cultura
d impresa, Atthita, Archmo economico territoriale, <http:/fwww. culturadmwpresa org/attvita’arch terr htm>,
-hitp:/Awww cul .org/athwvita’arch terr 01 htms=).

3

See Cemtro per la cultwa dimpresa, Amivita, Archivie ecomomico  tervitorials,
<http-/www culturadimpresa org/athvita‘arch tery htm>,
<http-/fwww cultwradimpresa org/attivita‘arch terr elenco him>.
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newsletter>". However. the two most mteresting aspects of the Centro’s activities are certainly
the creation of the database on the industrial archaeclogy of the Lombardy region. and the
area of the website dedicated to business archives and mmseums™. In the first case, an
interactive map allows the user to gain access to 824 files on industrial archaeology websites
with information on their location and classification, their manufactured products and some
historical notes. In the second case. a single entry unites the information on busmess archives
and museums with references to further sources: to the reconnaissance census of the business
archives of Milan province®’; the photographic archives and the audiovisual archives of the
Cenn'o&,bMespeciaﬂytothesearchmaskfmtheﬁstsofbnsinmarchivm and economic
agencies active in Italy, which in tum to a direct link with about 80 business historical

institutions®.

** See Centro per la cultura d'impresa, Arivita, Formazione, <http://www. culturadimpresa org/attivita/05 hitm=;
Centro per la cultwa d'impresa, Attivita, Archeologia industriale, I Iuoghi dell economia,
ﬁ frwwrw. m_h%og’hg@ econama.‘homlm'nlﬁ Centro per la cultura d'impresa, Attivita, Studi
1 stnd:htm;: Caxmo per la cultura d'impresa, Armivita.
icaz 5 v atty m=; Centro per la cultura d'impreza,
Anthita, Espasmom, ix_gpf wwww o_rg,‘atmﬂzbﬁw Cartro per la culnwra d'impresa,

Amivita, Fonti orali, <http-/'www. cultwradimpresa.org/athvita’07 htmi=; Centro per la cultura d'impresa.
Attivita, Biblioteca, <htto-/www cultwradimpresa org/attivita/03 htm>; Centro per la cultura d'impresa,
.hchivio, Newsletter “"La memoria dell'impresa”, <hitp://www culturadimpresa org/archivio/newslet/news-
a.htm=.

% See Centro per la cultura d'impresa, Attivita, Archeologia industriale, Banca dati di archeologia industriale
in Lombardia. Jwww. culturads a.org’banca arch htmy=; Centro per la cultura d'impresa, Amivita,
Archivi e musei d ‘impresa, <htto-//'www_culturadimpresa org/attiata/0] him=.

SeeCaumparlacuInnadmpre:a Attivita, Archivi e musei d tmpresa, Censimento ricogmtivo degli archivi
d ‘impresa della provincia di Milano,
“http: 1 At/ attrvita/Archivi/archivi inca ] :

" See Centro per la culmm d'impresa, Attivita, Archivi e musei d impresa, Archivio fotografico del Centro.
s ? g "atnutz.'An:hn-n.-‘mthnﬂOJnm*- Centro per la cultura d'impresa, Amivita,
Archivi & ~ musei 4 d ‘impresa, .dmhmo audiovisivo del Centro,

degli enti economici attivi in Italia, <http:/; >, As
1t 15 explained in the same page of the website: "nnshstannsathlghhgmngthecompmxesmdhecomc
mstitutions that were able to understand the cultwral and social value of its documentation puthng it at the
public’s disposal. The data here listed do not zive indications on the documentation but belp to get in contact
with the archives™. Every schedule of the list m fact confams mformation conceming the name of the company
or of the mstitution. the names of the responsible of the service and the archives, the address, the telephonic
contacts, the e-mail and the website. the avalability of the archives, possible notes and events, the date of
updating of the mformation.
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Another valuable portal is sponsored by “Mnseimpresa”“, the association promoted in 2001
by Assolombarda and Confindustria that “aims at the promotion of business cultural policy
through the valorization of the business museum and archives™ and that “carries on activities
of research, training. development and analysis of in the field of business museology and
archives-heeping”‘ss. Among the most significant initiatives of the association is the
“Settimana della Cultura d’'Impresa™ (Business Culture Week) — with its fifth edition with the
collaboration of Confindustria -, covering a complex timetable of events (conferences.
seminars, educational laboratories, guided tours. exhibitions and film exhibitions)“. A
particularly interesting feature that deserves attention is the “Fondo di storia dell impresa in
Italia dall'Unita a oggr” (Fond of Business History in Italy from the Unification to the
Present), a unique collection in our country including more than six thousand volumes and
publications dedicated to this subject in Italyﬂ. However, the most relevant sector of the
Museimpresa website is dedicated to mmsenms and archives, with a map. which will be
constantly updated, of the Italian structures, and the collection of records linked to at least one
company“. In this area, three different types of research are possible among more than one

* See Museimpresa, <http://www mmuseimpresa comy/default.aspx>
“ Mizeimpreza. Associazione, Mizsion,
<http:/'www museimpresa. com/cms. aspx“template=testofearez=1 &memu=1 &pagerd=143&overmenu=0> As it

15 underlined m the website: “The company 15 one of the central agent of progress and modermization in the
contemporary society: it creates innovation and passes on a set of matenal signs and values that can be wholly
considered as cultural assets; 1t 15 a direct expression of ethical and esthetical values, a paradigm of social and
cultural development. of knowledge and traming”. The “Associazone Hahiana Muse: e Archivi d'Impresa”™
(Museimpresa), cumrently formed by 35 members, “wants to develop the awareness of the national and
mtemational entrepreneurial system on these themes and to boost an open and free cooperation m the carrymz on
of research activities, divulgaton, updating and debate on busmess culture”™ (see Museimpreza,
<http-/‘www museimpresa com/cms. aspx 7area=1>).

% See Museimpresa, Attivita, Settimana della cultwra d ‘impresa,
<http-/‘www muser comyems. Tarea=2&menu=24&overmenu={>-.

nu=0:f 'Ihefoudofbnsmashstorypwesen'edmthelmmymnaSenztoml\man(see&bbotmdzwa

Samto Biblioteca, <htip://wrww bibliotecadiviasenato.it'm Biblioteca/Default htmy=), 15, as indicated in the
website of “Musemmpresa™ “a real and true novelty m the scene of the Itahan hbranes, it documents the
vicissitudes of the Italian entreprenewnal actvity and production through the texts and the 1mages of the business
celebrative books, of catalogues. brochures, presents, a matenal frequently outside the usual editonal distnbution
channels. A significant part of the collection 15 dedicated to the Reperton (hists of companies with mformative
schedules, divided m product sectors) and to the Advertismg history for the pnvileged relations that it has with
business communication”.

*® See Mussimprssa, Musei e Archivi, =

Zarea=5>.
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hundred business museums and archives: methodological by field of activity. geographical by
province, and brand by division of company brands®.

In the association sector. there are several websites to be considered: the renowned “Istituto
per la Cultura e la Storia d'Impresa «Franco Momuglianoy (ICSIM)”, the “Fondazione ASSI”,
the “Associazione Duccio Bigazzi”, the “Associazione degh Industriai Metallurgici
Meccanici ed Affini (AMMA)”, the “Fondazione ISEC”, the “Museo dell’Industria e del
Lavoro «Eugenio Battisti»™, and a recent arnval; the “Museoweb dell’economia varesina™.

The ICSIM in Temi is an important training center. “undertaking activities for the study,
training and promotion of events on the problems of economy. busmess history and related
subjects ts™ . Among its objectives is a project for the creation of a “Museo a cielo aperto™
(Open air mmseum) of industrial archaeology and hentage . while its general activity
revolves around integrated preparation and updating. diversified initiatives (conferences,
conventions. seminars. temitorial and thematic paths. prizes and presentations of books), but

” Ch. Museimpresa, Musa e Archivi. Ricerca mevceologica.,
-www conyYmerceo : Museimpreza, Musei e Archivi, Ricerca geogrgfica,
mw» Museimpresa, Musei e Archivi, Ricerca per marchio,

<http-/‘worw muselnpresa. com/marchio aspx>. The results of this research are schedules related to every enfity.
with information concerning the typology, the brands, the addresses, the websites of the companies.

™ Istituto per la Culnwa e la Storia dTmpresa “Framco Momigliano”, <htip://www.icsimit'=,
<http-/‘www icsim itistituto’mstitute htne=.

"' See Istituto per la Cultwra € la Storia d Tmpresa “Franco Momigliano™, Archeologia Industriale, i Beri
Culturali per ICSIM, <http://wrww icsim it'beni cultwrali/xdef btm=. This project amms at “creating an open air
museum which can be at the same fime an operational instrument of 2 concious path of industnal mommments
preservation, but also a moment of permanent activity of reflection on busmess history and its testmomes. a real
andtmecnlhnalinsﬁhﬂewiﬂ:amﬁonalandintemaﬁmalnh:e”(lrﬁmpalaCulnnaalaSmﬂadTmm
"me'o Momigliano™, Archeologia Industriale, i Beni Culnwrali per ICSIM, L unicita ternana: le ragioni del

<http-/‘'wwwicaim it'bemi cultwrali/al htm=). Moreover: “ICSIM conmbution m this field can be
dn’xdadmtbmekevm( .y: the trammg of professional figures that can operate concretely in the field; the
setting up of confinuous trainng programs especially through the updating of operators already working mn the
school and m the public and private sector of the cultwral and environmental assets; the collection and the
ordermg of the records and thewr putting at the disposal of specialists, admumstrators, scholars and
cihizensthrough repertonies and mventones to be nsed through the modem IT techmques: the cultural promotion
on the themes related to mdustrial archaeological assets and to the indushial hentage through conferences,
semmnars, moments of reflection that represent a link to the most advanced Itahan and Furopean expenences™
(Istituto per la Cultura e la Storia d' Tmpresa “Franco Momigliano™, Archeologia Industrials, i Beni Culnwrali
per ICSIM. Il ruolo dell TCSIM, <htip://wrww 1csum it bem cnlnnzh"a?..himB).

19



also with the publication of a newsletter and the management of the “Centro di
Documentazione sul Patrimonio Industriale™ created in 20007

The “Fondazione ASST”, “a research institution set up in order to coordinate the activities of a
group of scholars from vanious disciplines and training. who share an interest for history and
for the diachronic analysis of business™ ", gives — through its website — a sertes of extremely
useful information on its editorial activities, on conferences, seminars and working papers“.
The activity of the “Associazione Duccio Bigazzi™ for the research on business history and
the world of work is described on the Net” with particular reference to the available
documentation (Duccio Bigazzi's bibliography and a thesis fond) and to the inifiatives
(meetings, publications and scholarships) ™.

The website of the “Associazione degli Industriali Metallurgici Meccanici ed Affini
(AMMA)”T', founded in 1919 by Giovanni Agnelli. is a wealth of information and includes
several stimulating areas such as the one dedicated to the early historical fond, a collection of

™ See Istituto per la Cultura ¢ la Storia d’Impresa “Franco Momigliano”, Centro Documentazione sul
Patrimonio Industriale, <http:/fwww. lcsmm’bemcultmah'bemculhnzh_hnn
<http-/‘werw icsim itbeni culturali/as htm>. As specified m the first of the two WebPages: © 'Ihannofthe
Centro 15 to promote the safezuarding, the valonzahon and the use of the mdustnal archaeological hentage m
Tem wath the perspective of creating a large open ar museum as other Ewropean cifies have already done (...)
The Centro Documentazione sul Patnimonio Indusmale 15 an mstrument that allows (...) the onentation and the
documentation on one of the most mmportant industrial archaeological site m Italy and m Ewrope. Termi and
Narm reality 15 an exceptional industnizl archaeclogical park of fundamental relevance for the understanding of
the mdustnahzation process m Italy, not only regarding the productive cycles and processes or the plant
engmeenng techniques. but also the style and the architecture used m the planmng of the mdustnal and settling
buldings™.

B ASSI Associazione di Studi e Storia sull Inwasa Chi siamo,

Asswmmseeksmmm&smdymm,wﬁtmmof&wmmmb&bgcd
debates, to conmbute to the safeguarding the knowledge and the valonzation of documentary sources. The
actvifies and the mitiatives will be prnncipally addressed to young scholars, wath the aim of developmg the
research that Duccio Bigazz mspired and encowraged with innovative studies and passionate and ngorous
teaching actrvity™.

o See Associazione Duccio Bigazzi, La documentazions,

fh_ttp/‘wwwaasoc:monelll@ Jt'docmxentzz:wne.hnnb Associazione. Duccio Bigazzi, Le imiziative,

7 See AMMA., <bftp/wwwammait’; AMMA, Chi  siamo, Notizie  storiche,
“http:/Awvww.amma it'itzhano/chisiamo/notize hiny=.
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materials — manuscripts, printed volumes, maps and incisions — of technique history dating
from 1466 to 1850, Another one is the catalogue of the Piedmont entrepmnems”, a proper
electronic archives formed by the essential sources (especially bibliographical) referring to
more than seven thousand people and corporate names that camed out economic private
activity between 1740 and 191 1% This repertory has a search engine that can be consulted by
alphabetic letters or names®'. Moreover, together with the magazine “Le culture della
tecnica™, there are many publications of the association available on line as “T Quaderni de
«Le Culture»”, the series “Documenti”. the series “Archivi di scienza e tecnica”n, and a

series of prestigious exhibitions®.

dmbaselsconcumd,mthewebsmeuaﬁ:medﬂnr"n:emsezch( )wantedtOMahstascomp]etedas
possible of the names of the people who camed out a3 manufactory or commercial activity m Piemonte, with
entrepreneunal charactenistics; of the places m which they camed out these activities. liniting the research to the
boarders of Piemonte (apart from some limmted extension to the Savoia and the Valle D' Aosta or to some other
Italian regions, if the compames m the sample had their headquarters in the Piemonte area): of the product
typologes created or handled The research ended m 1911 — year m which the remster of the companies was
created — and developed through the systematic exammation of all the available sources™ (A MMA | Senvizi,
Culturale - Storico, Catalogo Imprenditori, Nota Metodologica,
-/fovwrwr.amma it italiano! 1 itory/note-imprenditon: htm>).

* The repertory of the entrepreneurs in Piemonte was created through schedules containing a series of detailed
mformation with the name of the entreprenewrs or the corporate name, the place mn which the company works,
the year of reference of the source examined. the product typology. the specific products and the bibliographic
mdications. In some cases, it 15 possible fo find also other elements as the number of people in charge. the
quantity and the quality of the machmery, the quantity and quabty of the power mnstalled the patents achieved,
the reference to other names the iconography, the prizes of exhibitions, the selling pnices and so on (see
A.AIM.A Sevvz:z Culturale -  Storico, Catalogo Imprenditori. Nota  Mstodologica,
: i ! itorl/note-imprenditors htm=).

 Ci. A MM A Servizi, Culnwrale - Storico, <

Jwww.amma 1t'servizi/culturalestonco=.
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The “Fondazione ISEC™* (even if they have only recently paid attention “to the economic
history of the Milan area and in particular. to the evolution of the large industnies active since
the end of the 17% oentury”ss) has among its three research fields the theme of work and
business®®. In its meticulously structured website. one may find news about the publications
and the ongoing works of monographic research®’. on the reordering of some archives
(Archivio Storico Breda — Finanziaria Emesto Breda, Archivio del Bottonificio Binda,
Archivio della Famiglia Lucim Passalacqua, Sezione Fotografica dell’ Archivio Storico Ercole
Marelli. Archivio Storico Italtel)®, the library and the newspaper and periodical library™ . the
heritage of the foundation and the online works. The area dedicated to the patrimony that
contributed greatly to the archives’ growth with conspicuous finds of industrial lnstorys‘o has
two thematic sections (out of three). “Fondi antichi” and “Imprese e fabbriche”, collecting
respectively the inventonies of the activities of some families in Lombardia and fonds of

™ Cfr. Fondazione ISEC. <hitp:/'www fondazioneisec it/index php>. As indicated in this page of the website:
“The Fondazone ISEC, Ishituto per la Stona dell'Eta Contemporanea (Institute for the contemporary history)his a
center of study and histonical research. It collects, preserves, orders and put at students and researchers’ disposal
the archival and bibliographic matenial on the most important themes of the 20® century history: labor and
business history, social and political history. It provides professional advice of specialized personnel for
mdridual research, teaching activities on souwrces and historniography and for the creatton and ordenng of
histoncal archives. It orgamizes conferences, semmars in collaboration with simular Italian and European
mnmmmdxtmm&mﬁrmmdswofmmyschodamd

» See Fondazione ISEC, Il patrimornio, La Biblioteca e I"Emeroteca,
<http:/‘wwrw fondazoneisec.it/patnmonio/biblic php=.

* See Fondazione ISEC. Il patrimonio, <http:/F :

ISEC. Il patrimonio, L "Archivio, < gglﬁvwwfoudznomsxmmwmthm@ Inﬁct,mthlspanof
the website, it 1s possible to observe that: “From the 1990s the Fondazione worked (—) fo find the
documentation of large companies in Sesto San Giovanmi and Milan, some of which had an important role n the
development of the Italian industry. These fonds for the history of the busmess and economy are charactenized
by a broad typological vanety. Paper records. mechamcal drawings of products and plants offer a detaled
pexspective of the technological transformations and the project culture. The plans reveal the construction of the
mdustnal sethng; the photographs recount almost a century of labor history, based on worker's labor to the era
mm&mmmﬁmmwwmmaof&mw(nu
worth to mention Araca, Boccasile, Huber), are expressions of a commmmication culture that even now reinforces
the mternational 1mage of Sesto San Giovanmi and the area sumroundmg Milan™.
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different natures. mcluding adnunistrative. commercial and technical inventories and records
produced by the companies in Milan" . The field of online works is essentially comprised of
the project of digitalization of the photographic section of the Archivio Storico Ercole Marelli
(and its relative exhibition). and by the virtnal photographic exhibition “La Breda produce.
1886-1994"%. two remarkable examples of the opportunities offered by IT sources.

The project “Museo dell Industnia e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battisti»™ in Brescia®, promoted by
the “Fondazione Civilta Bresciana™ and by “Fondazione Luigi Micheletti”“, 1s the core of an
integrated museum system95 with an exceptional vanety of resources. In the Musil website,

" See Fondazione ISEC, I patrimorio, Fondi Antichi,
it/patr 1 1 3 1>; FondaztoncKECﬂpammomolnpr&sec

%2 See Fondazione ISEC, L!ardh h_np ""wwwfondanonel.sec it'marelliindex htm>; Fondazione ISEC, Marelli,
Arthmo p : o> Fondazwnc ISEC., Marelli, Mostra,
.h‘www.fondzzioneisec.it"mzmﬂb‘mamﬂi_hun>; Fondazione ISEC. La Bmda produce. 1386-1994,
laziom ine'home%s2 bt

ik orme B, et ey
9 See Mussao dell Industria ¢ del Lavoro «Eugenio Battistis, <hitp:/ererw mmsil bs it/fiash hwl>.

% See Fondazione Civilta Brssciana, <http://www civiltabresciana it>; Fondazione Bibliotsca Archivio Luigi
Michsletti, <htip.//www brescizleonessa it‘micheletti/mdex htny=. Also the websites of the two foundations are
extremely mteresting because of the quality of the mformation they contain. The “Fondazione Civilta Bresciana™
has two relevant imtiatives: the “Museo del Farro”, the first exhubition area of the “Musil”, where it 15 poszible to
aypmuzﬁetheudhualnehmssmd&eknowledgeofthemﬁmdpostminsm:lpast (Fondazione Chvilta
Bresciana, b Museo del Ferro - La Fucina di San Bartolomeo.
<http-/‘www crviltabresciana 1t/museo/homs htm=) and the “Centro di Documentazione per la Storia e I'Arte del
Ferro”, aming at “a gradual recovery and IT regstration of the historical documentation pertinent to ron works
m the area sumrounding Bresma found in public and private archives™ (Fondazione Civilta Bresciana, Centro di
Documentazione per la Storia e 1'Arte del Ferro, Il Centro, <http-/'www civiltabresciana it/cdfcentro htm=; ofr.
Fondazione Civilta Bresciana, Centro di Documentazione per la Storia e ['Arte del Fearro,
<http-/fwww crviltabresciana it/cdfhome hina=). The “Fondazione Luizi Micheletti™ allows an arficulated virtual
tour to the exhibihon “Scienza e tecmica nell'industmalizzazione italiana™, highhghting the contmbution grven by
Ihhmrmchamdmmtosmﬁemﬂandscmﬁndzwlmt&mng&eagedmdmtum
(Fondazione Biblioteca Archivio Luigi Michelstti, Scienza e tecmica nell ‘industrializzazione italiana,
Presentazions, <http-/! ‘www.brescialmessa.it"nn'chelettiv’Ol mizio htw=; cfr. Fondazione Biblioteca Archivio
Luigi Micheletti, Scienza e tecrmica nell ‘industrializzazione italiana,
<http:/'www brescialeonessa itmucheletivisita htm=). Moreover, the website of this foundation presents the
online magazme of history; environment, technique and society “altroNovecento” (see altroNovecsnto, ambiente
— tecmica — societa, <http:/'wrww altronovecento. quipo.it”=). Another significant case, hnked to the previous one.
15 the one of the “Fondazione Negn”, which started the digital filing of the 75.000 images in the identically
named photographer’s study (more than 38.000 schedules of which were already available onhne) and tock over
the archrves of the Camrozzena Borsami m Milan of the Camrozzena Orlandi m Brescia and the one, also
1wconographic, of the Tunn joumalist and cars histonan Carlo Felice Zampim Salazar (cfr. Fondazione Negri,

<http-/‘'www nesn it/mdex htm:=).

* As indicated on the “Musil” website: “The Museo dell’Industria e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battisti» is one of the
most recent examples of extensive and well-integrated mmseum systems on the temitory, focusing on the history
of industmal development. With 1ts vanous exhibifion areas and paths, the Musil in Brescia prefizure a regzional
system according to the example of some of the most advanced Furopean expenences. In the Itahan context, it 1s
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there is a hint of the finds that can be seen in the main galleries of the central headquarters of
the museum divided into four sections: the 18% century gallery. centered on the contemporary
economic development; the cinema gallery. centered on instruments. productions, creativity
and cinematographic techniques; the machinery gallery. centered on industrial archaeology.
technology history, labor history and business history; the Brescia gallery, centered on the
industrial transformation of a specific tem'to:y”. The activities of the mmseum revolve around
the studies and the projects. completed or ongoing and around the publicationsm. Moreover,
the abundant henitage of the mmuseum was collected in two different areas: the collections
(inventories and files)* and the documentation (an archives with about 70 fonds, a library. a
film library. a newspaper and periodical library. a photographic library. a collection of icons
and a media library” ). with the availability of composite. qualified and wide online hypertext

resources. -

The “Museoweb dell’economia varesina™ " only recently published on the Web. originated
“as a development of the census of the archives of the old business in the province of Varese
promoted by the Chamber of Commerce in Varese with the contribution of the Lombardy

the first case of dynamic museum that from the very first moment has a central office in a city and 2 network of
branches on the temtory” (Museo dell’wdustria e del Lavoro «Eugemio Battistiv, Sedi,

<http-/fwwrw musil bs at'sedi himl=).
% See Museo dell Industria e del Lavoro wEugenio Battistin, Gallerie, <http://worw musil bs 1t/zallerie html=.

" See Museo dellTndwstia e del Lavoro «Eugemio Battistiv, Studi e progeti realizzati,
<http-/'www musil bs 1w ElencoStudi ?filtra=mArchivio>; Museo dsll Tndustria e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battistiv,
Studi e progetti in corso, <htip://www.nmsil bs it ElencoStudi? filtra=inPubblicazione=>; Museo dell Industria e
del Lavoro «Eugenio Battistin, Pubblicazioni, <hitp-/www sl bs it‘pubblicaziom htmi=.

% See Museo dell Industria e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battistis, Frventari, <http://www nmsil bs it/ inventari htmi-:
Museo dell Industria e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battistin, Schedari, <http://www nmsil bs it/schedan himl=.

# See Museo dell ndustria & del Lavoro «Eugenio Battistis, Archivio, <http://wrerw ymasil bs it/archivi html=;
Musso dell Industria e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battistiv, Biblioteca, <http-/www.msil bs it/biblioteca hitmi>:
Museo dell lidustria e del Lavoro «Eugemio Battistiv, Cineteca, <http:/'www.pousil be it/cineteca htmi>; Museo
dell lndustria e del Lavoro «Eugenmio Battistiv. Emeroteca, <hitp://vrww.mmasil bs.it/emeroteca html>; Museo
dell ' Industria e del Lavoro wEugemio Battistiv, Fototeca, <http-/www musil bs it/fototeca html=; Museo
dell Industria e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battisti», Iconoteca, <htip://www nmsil bs.it'iconoteca html=; Museo
dell Tndustria e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battisti», Mediateca, <http-/'www mmsil bs it/mediateca html=.

1% See Museo dell Trdustria e del Lavoro «Eugenio Battistiv. Mappa. <http-//weww musil bs it/sezioni htmi=. In
particular, m the sections of the webaite. it 15 necessary to refer to those regarding the hentage and its
documentation.

1 See Museoweb dell ‘economia varesina, <http-/'woww museoweb.it/ndex html=.
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region and carried out by the Centro per la Cultura d'Impresa'”>. The website, apart from
giving a first list of business culture museums and institutions locally and a bibliography on
business history of that tenitorym, has a research form and a “Museo virtuale delle imprese
longeve™” with a gallery of every companylm. The virtual museum is an instrument of detailed
knowledge. particularly advanced and continuously updated. There are five informative areas
for each company: “the company”™ with the personal data of the company and a hypertextual
historical profile; the “genealogy™ both of the company and of the family; “the signs of the
company” with all the materials regarding business communication; the “Sources™ with the
descriptive files of the archives and the oral sources and a bibliography: the “News™ with an
e-mail to which send news. records, images and testimonies on business histo:yws 2

% Museoweb dell ‘economia varesina, Presentazione, <http:/‘www museoweb.it'presentazione html= In this

pagze, 1t 15 affirmed that “sixty companies set up before 1950 and owning a historical archives (paper records,
photographs, techmeal drawmgs. broclumes and catalogues etc.) that testify to the longewity and the permanence
on the temtory of the enterpnise. They are mostly family-owned small and medmm enterprises.” agreed the
mitiative and that: “the following step was to let all the community know about the historical hentage of these
companies through a multimedia presentation that emphasizes the collection’s typological vanety: archival
records, objects, images, buildings, oral testimonies, and anything that helps to mterpret the enfrepreneunal
path” By ‘old business’ they mean “a profit-making enterpnise operating on the market for many years™;
MOreoVer, theymdzhmﬂ:n“ﬂnmuma!-wzymmsaywhmzbusmessmbedeﬁmdasddmny
vears begin to be considered as sigmficant; fifty are an mmportant goal given that they usnally mvolve the passing
of a generation. Only a few glonous companies are more than one hundred years old and they tend fo reunite
associations. The mportance of the old companies in the termtory comes from their ability to keep working in
the market despite the vicissitudes that contimuously canse the death or the chansing ownership of a busmess.
This burth/death of the companies determines a constant renewal of the enfreprensumal population but also a
conhinuous dispersion of entrepreneunal expenences. Old compames can hoard these skills; or they can
accumulate and pass them on to the following generations in the form of information. operative style and values.
In the course of their lustory. the companies created behaviors founded on trust and on the quality of the
relationships with chents, suppliers and the local commmmty. Old companies see in the market the field of an
economic compettion regulated and charactenzed also by ethical components. Such behavior is mspired by the
famuly tradibion winch 15 frequently behund them: on one hand, this allows them to put together the managenal
activity with the trust, affection and sobdanty of the fammly; on the other, it pushes the entreprenews to
safeguard while working the social relattionships that the fanumly bwlt on the temitory in the past and guarantees a
credibibity to its members. Concepts recently entered in business culture such as social reputation and corporate
responaibility have always belonged to the genetic code of the old compames” Museoweb dell economia
varesina, Il sistema delle imprese, <hittp-//www nmseoweb 1t/sistema himl=).

13 See Museoweb dell ‘economia varesina, Culnra e tervitorio, Musei e istituzioni della culnra d'impresa.
<http:/‘worw museoweb. it'cuttural html=: Museoweb dell ‘economia varesina, Cultura e territorio, Bibliografia,
<http-/'www museoweb it/cultura? html>.

'™ See Museowsb dell ‘economia varesina. Il sistema dells imprese, Imprese longeve della provincia di Varese.
<http-/f'wwrw museoweb. it/sistemal htmi=; Museowsb dell ‘economia varssina, Museo virtuale delle imprese
longeve, Visita le gallery, <http://www nmseoweb it'mappa html>.

"% In the website presentation, it 15 highlizhted that- “the vicissitudes of the companies develop in a historical
gallery formed by the profiles of the single companies and to which 1t is possible to access through a map of the
terntory. The research uses many paths: the records preserved in the file of the Busmess register of the Chamber
of Commerce of Varese and other Chambers, the matenals held i the business archives, the bibhography, the
personal accounts of the protagomists through videotaped mterviews. The direct testimony has a central role m
the creation of histoncal profiles. The stones of the entreprenewrs. thewr fammihies and their collaborators underime
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There are numerous other examples that indicate Italy’s online presence in the sector of
centers, associations. institutions, museums and foundations that deal with business history.
However, given their great extent and despite the interesting features of each one, I prefer to
limit their mention to a simple list with all the historiographical links. and encourage readers.
to browse for themselves and discover the valuable contents of these fine resources.

The following list of websites gives an updated picture of other Italian IT souwrces and
includes the following references: the project, supervised by CSI-Piedmont and the
Compagnia di San Paolo, named “Storia e cultura dell industria. Il Nord Ovest dal 1850™ with
a full collection of online lessons, with a mmltimedia system m confinuous evolution
dedicated to the themes of industrial culture and industrial sectors history and of the history of
three regions (Liguria, Piedmont e Valle d’Aosta)'®; the pages of the “Gruppo Italiano
Archivi di Impresa (GIAI)™ in the website of the Associazione Nazionale Archivistica Italiana
(ANAI)”'O7; the portal of “Associazione Italiana per il Patnmonio Archeologico Industriale
(AIPAI)” and many websites on industrial amhaeologym; the website of the association

the presence of recumrent themes: the enfreprenewmal apprenticeship m compames of the temtory, the passage
from emplovee to entrepreneur; the supenmposition between Ining and working places; the entrance of the
children m the company. frequently employed during the summer for manual work along with trained workers;
the generation succession m its posifive and negative mances; the role of the women (wives and mothers) m the
runnmg of the company. Through the testimony, the entrepreneur analyzes 1ts work and that of its predecessors
m lLight of the values system m which he recogmizes himself: every story 15 a2 self-deseription, an ordenng of
memories and values increased by a coherence research. The decision of mserting film fragments in the story
150't just a technical solution of the multimedia language: 1t means cleanng for the reader a privileged hink that
the business archives, the fanmly archives and the archives of the Chamber of Commerce in Varese. These are
the photographs of the entreprenewrs, of the transformatons of the offices, of the product realized. brochures,
catalogues, and paintings. The Iateral menu reconstructs the commercial dynamcs of the company and puts them
together with those of the famuly Other mformation concerns the historical mterest of the site, the brand
collection and the letterhead (the business signs). The mformation created by the Museoweb are not one way
mformation: the public can mferact with the interested compames and with the scientific curators of the website
sending records and reflections on busmess hustory.” (Museoweb dell’ecomomia varesina. Presemtazions.
<http:/‘www museoweb. it/presentzzione himl=).

"% See Storia e cultura dell industria. Il Nord Ovest dal 1850, <

<http: h‘www mmgammN sruppy/gdl mhﬁn’

'* See AIPAI - Patrimonio di Archeologia Industriale,
- www patimomoindustnale 1t Patind nsf?
ardueology see Museo della Cantieristica, mmmmmm»
<http-/‘'www.cem it/canhen’>; ARCHEQIND, Archeologia Industriale nell alto Lazio.

<http://digilander libero.it/archeomnd ~; Archeologmlndu.mmlc indice,
-/ wwrw istitutodistruz iore 191 1t'arch%5Find index htm>; drcheologia Industriale a Roma.
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promoted by Confindustria and the University “Carlo Cattaneo — LIUC™ in Castellanza named
“Archivio del cinema industriale e della comunicazione d'impresa” with a research form for
every catalogue available (industrial cinema. business museums, Caroselli) 1% the website of
the “Museo del Patrimonio Industriale” in Bologna''’; the website of the “Centro Studi
sull’Impresa e sul Patrimonio Industriale™ in Vicenza'''; the pages dedicated to business
archives of the “Biblioteca Civica e Archivi Storici Rovereto™ **; the page of “La rivista di
engramma’ on 1 musei aziendali veneti nel web”m; the website of the cultural assoctation
“Il Paesaggio dell’Eccellenza™ in Recanati'': the website of the “Fondazione Famiglia
Legler”, with a historical database on the enterpnises in Bergamo (/mberg.db) from the Unity
of Italy to 1952'"°; the website of the “Fondazione IRT"''; the “Forum di Omegna™'"’,

<http-/‘www stwrzo 1t/archind/‘recu htny=; Centro Studi Politici & Sociali Franco Maria Malfatti, Terni -
Archeologia Industrials, <hittp:/‘www archeolomamdustnale org/=; Archeometallwrgia e archeologia mineraria,
/192 167.112 135/SitoCNR/Metalli/archeonun html=; Archeometallurgia del fervo,

<htip: -1192.167.112.135/SitoCNR Metalli/ferro/home héml> ; Archeologia Industriale — Impianti industriali,
<http-/fwww stoniaeculturz it/cormucopra/indicy indu htmy=: Formace Guerra - Gregorg.

- /www venicel it/ 1/indexs htoa=; Crespi d Adda. <http-/‘www crespidadda it/esi-
bin/We ects/Vabcer woa/ "1d=1050406&lzn=m : Museo dell Tndustria e del Lavoro,
<http-/www sestosg.net/serviet'page? pazeid=34& MO& schema=PORTAI 30& type=site& fuiteid
=33& £id=41632& fnavband=12605& foavbarsiterd=33& fadit=0& finode=2& fdisplaymode=1& fralledfro
m=1& &B virl=; ar rais. Associazione di Archeologia Industriale del Mediterranso.
<http-/‘www cmet tWawais'=;: Centro per la cultura d ‘impresa, Anivita, Archeologia mdu.s.malc,
<http-/www cultwadimpresa orsg/attinata/02 htm>; Ltituto per la Cultura e la Storia d Tmpresa “"Franco

Momiigliano™, Archeologia Industriale, La coltivazione e la lavorazione del tabacco in Umbria,
<http-/'www icsm it letteralettera 7/pag 33 btm>; Ecomuseo delle ferriere e fonderie di Calabria,
<http:/web.tiscali it/ecommuseocalabna’~; Ecomuseo del Biellese, <http://www.ecomuseodelbiellese 1t/on-
hneHome htmi=.

% See Archivio del cinema industriale e dslla comumicazione d‘impresa. <http://archindhi linc 1thome htm>>;
Archivio del cinema  industriale e della  comumicazione  dimpresa, i  cataloghi,

<http-//archindiu hme it/cataloghs htoe=
¥ See Museo del Patrimonio Industrials, <http://www.comune bologna 1t/patimomomdustiale =
"' See Centro Studi sull Impresa e sul Patrimonio Industriale, <http://www studimpresa vi it/>.

' See  Biblioteca  Tartarotti,  Biblioteca Civica e  Archivi  Storici  Rovereto,
-/'wwrw bibliotecacivica rovereto. in it/context04 j5p?ID TINK=1658&area=19=.

i See La  Riista di  engramma, I  mwsei  aziendali  veneti nel  web,

1" See JI Passaggio dell ‘Eccellenza, <http//paesaggioeccellenza it'=.

' See Fondazione Famiglia Legler, <http://www fil it">; Fondazione Famiglia Legler, La Banca Dati,
<http-/www ffl itarchivio asp>.

' See Fondazione IRI, <hitp:/‘wrww fondazionsin it™>. I will write later on this website when referring to the
Archivio Storico Elettromco dell’IRI. For now, I would simply quote a bnef passage from the presentation: “The
renewal project for the Foundation’s website began with the am of putting the enormous quantity of data of the
foundation at the users’ disposal, especially scholars, researchers and graduates. These records were acquired by
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managed by “Fondazione Museo Arti e Industria di Omegna”. which aims at being a center
for the research and the preservation of the historical memory of this emexpnseus the
websites of other foundations (“Fondazione Luigi Einandi”, “Fondazione Amoldo e Alberto
Mondadoni™, “Fondazione Giangiacomo Feltrinelli”, “Fondazione Giannino Bassetti™,
“Fondazione Edison”. “Fondazione Em Enrico Mattei” and “Fondazione Giovanni
Agnelli)!®; the portal of the “WorldWideMetaMuseum”, which is a meta-museum in
continuous evolution'’; the website of the “Centro Italiano di Documentazione sulla
Cooperazione e I'Economia Sociale”. which, together with many sources on the origins and
the evolution of the cooperative movement. gives the opportunity to find online historical
cooperative archives and their documentary content'?'; the websites of the “Centro
Interuniversitario di Ricerca per la Storia Finanziaria Italiana (CIRSFI)” and of the “Anagrafe
delle corporazioni in Italia durante 1'eti modema™'>; the area of the portal of Unioncamere

the foundation after the iquudation of IRI. Through the new website. it 15 possible to gain direct access to the
data and news hentage regarding IRI's 70 years of history, recently ordered and catalogued m the ARCHIVIO
STORICO DELL'IRI, available on the Net The graphics of the new webzite are the result of a careful
1conographical research work on the field of IRI activity regarding mages and communication. {...) From a
technical pont of view, m order to guarantee a better and faster updating of the information and the data, the
website has its own CMS, a system of management of the contents, that wall give the users a complete
description of all the instituhional activities of the Foundation With the CMS the website becomes a work n
progress other than an archrves of important socio-economical data on our country, that can be easily consulted”
(Fondazione IRI, La Fondazione, In primo piano,
< /hrwwfondmn.mde Tid=44&i1dNotiza=31:).

""" See Forum di Omegna, <http://www forumomesna ore/>.

'"SeeFormnlenwgna.Fa’dazoncMuseoArﬁaIndumiadiOnngna,Stoﬁa,
-hitp:/‘www forumomepna. /entita’stona/introf htme=.

" See Fondazione Luigi Einaudi, <http-/'www fondazioneemaudiit'>; Fondazione Amoldo e Alberto
Mondadori. <http://www.fondazionemondadon it/cms/>; Fandtmm Giangiacomo Feltrinelli,
<http:/"www fondazonefeltrnelli 1t'1t~; Fondazione Gianmino Bassetti, <hitp-/wrerw fondazionebasseth org/it™>;
Fondazione  Edison, c\y;_tg:."."www.ﬁondazioneedimnb; Fondazione  Emi  Enrico .Mana’,
<http-/‘www feem 1t Feem/default him>: Fondazione Giovanmi Agnelli, <http:/fwww fzait™>.

1% See WWMM, WorldWideMetaMuseum, <http//worw wormm org/index asp>.
" Sea Centro Imliano di Documentazione sulla Cooperazione e I'Ecomomia Sociale,

<http:/‘www.cooperazione net'=; Centro Italiano di Documentazione sulla Cooperazione ¢ [ 'Economia Sociale,
Risorse online, Neatwor. d_:_ﬂp /fererw_cooperazione netnsorseonline network html=: Cemtro Jtaliano di
Documentazione sulla Cooperazione e I'’Economia Sociale, Risorse online. Network, Duabass nazionals degli
archivi cogperativi, <htip-/'erww.cooperazione netnetworkfind asp>.

2 See Cemro Immw:nmo dx Rmsrm psr la Storia Fman::aana Itabam (CIRSFI)
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on “Gli Archivi e le Biblioteche delle Camere di Commercio™ >, with a “Guida agli Archivi
Storici delle Camere di Commercio Ital.iane”m.

m See Camere Cultwra. Gli Archinvi e le Biblioteche delle Camere di Commercio,
<http:/‘www.cameracultwra.it’=. In this page of the webmte it 15 highlighted that: “For more than two centuries of
their lustory, the Itahian Chambers of Commerce amass an extremely nch documentary hentage The archives
and the libraries of the Chambers are extremely important sources for the knowledge of the temitonal economic
development and of the national and local economuc hstory. {...) This website enables you to access in-depth
mformation on the Chambers” documentary hentage and to understand how to consult it as well as the prncipal
ongoing mitiatives for its valonzation™.

"M See Camere Cultwra, Gli Archivi Storici delle Camers di Commercio Raliane,
<http-/'werw.camerecultura. it'Guida Archia Stonciindex htm>.



Business history in Italy and the new digital frontiers: archives and IT sources
by Amedeo Lepore
Second part

4. Associations of historical companies: Les Hénokiens, I Centenari and the Unione Imprese
Storiche Toscane

A separate evaluation should be made for three portals; “Les Hénokiens™, “T Centenari —
Assoc:anone Imprese Storiche Familiari Campane™ and “Unione Imprese Storiche Toscane
(UIS’D“ . which share common features although one is intemnational while the other two are
Italian with regional emphasis. “Les Hénokiens™ is an association of companies, created more than
one hundred years ago by Gérard Glotin chairman of the French company “Marie Brizard™: this
association gathers together bicentenary companies. chaired by heirs of the founder, whose family
still owns the majority of the capital or some rights to vote’. The “Les Henokxens” portal enables
users to access essential nformation on the history and the actmty of the gtoup providing also a
chronology and a European map of the historical companies.* Moreover, it has an area dedicated to
its Italian associates (“Amarelli”, “Fonderia Campane Daciano Colbachini & Figli”., “Confetti
Mario Pelino”™, “Torrini”, “Cartiera Mantovana™, “Barovier&Toso”, “Ditta Bortolo Nardimi™,
“Beretta”. “Gruppo Falck”. “Augustu “Marioboselli”. “Piacenza Cashmere™. “Crespil797",
“Lanificio G. B. Conte™, “Garbellotto’ ’) with specific pages where one finds detailed indications

! See Las Hénokiens, http://www henokiens com/index_fr php; I Centenari — Associazione Imprese Storiche Familiari
Campane, http://assocentenan it/; Unione Imprese Storiche Toscane, hitp//www.storiammpresa it/

? See Las Hénokisns, Devenir Heénokien, http:/fwww.henckiens com/mdex_dev_fr.php. In the “Les Hénokiens” group,
Italian companies are the majority; in fact, out of 38 associated, 15 come from Italy, 10 from France, 4 from Germany,
1 from Holland 1 from Ireland. 4 from Japan 1 from Belzium and 2 from Switzerland The general philosophy of the
association 15 to promote the value of family company concept, as opposed to that of multinational companes. (see Les
Heénokiens, Histoire des Henokiens, http-//wwrw.henokiens com/index_histo_fr.php).

? See Ibident; Les Hénokiens, Activités des Heénokiens, hnpr"www.hm&xms com/mdex_act_fr php; Les Henokiens,
Portrait d'un Henokien, http: ’fn'ww.hmokmcom/mdex mois_fr.php.

* See Las Hénokiens, Au cosur du temps, http-//www henokiens.com/index_coeur_frphp; Les Hénokiens, Itinéraire
Europesn des Entreprises Historiques, http://www.henokiens com/index_itme fr.php.

* See Las Hénokiens, Amarslli, bttp://www henokiens.com/index_amarelh_fr php; Les Henokiens, Fonderia Campane
Daciano Colbachimi & Figli. htip://www henokiens com/index_colbachim_fr.php: Les Henokiens, Confstti Mario

Pelino, http://www henckiens com/index_confett_fr.php; Leas Henokiens, Torrin,
http://www.henokiens com/index_tormmi_f php: Les Henokiens. Cartisra Mantovana,
http://swww.henokiens.com/Andex_cartera_fr php: Les Henokiens, Barovier&Toso,

htip://www.henokiens com/index_barovier_fr.php: Les Hemokiens, Ditta Bortolo Nardini,
http://www.henokiens.comfindex nardini_fr php; Les Henokiens., Berstta,
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on the addresses of every company (including links to the websites, almost all with elements of
historical and archival interest) onheymonmnts of its history and of the company in recent years.

The portal dedicated to Tuscan companies, at first limited only to the area around Florence and then
extended to the entire regxon puts together a group of historical activities, with a structure similar
to those of “Les Hénokiens™ Besides the descnptxon of the association itself, this portal provides
special ﬁl&c of information on the history of each company and their connection to the relative
websites”. The most significant is that of “Fratelli Alinari”. which puts online the iconographic

http:/www. henokiens. com/index_beretta_fr php; Les Hénokiens. Gruppo Falck,
http://www.henokiens.com/index_falck_fr php: Les Henokiens, Augustea.
http:/www. henokiens. com/imdex_augustea_fr.php; Les Hemokiens, Mariobaselli,
http://www. henokiens.com/index_manobosell:_fr php: Les Henokiens. Piacenza Cashmers.

htip:/fwww. henokiens.com/index_piacenza_ fr php; Las Henokiens. Crespil 797,
http:/’www. henokiens.com/ndex_crespi_fr.php: Les Henokiens, Lanjficio G B Conte,
http://www.henokiens.com/mdex_lamificio_fr.php: Les Henokiens, Garbellotto.
htip://www.henckiens.com/index garbellotto_fr.php.

= See Amarslili, http:/fwwer liquinzia it Museo della liguirizia “Giorgio  Amarslli”,
http:/‘www.nmseodellahquinizia it/; Fonderia Campane Daciano Colbachini & Figli, http:/werw. fmderucolbachm.xb’
Confetti Mario Pelino, hitp:/fwww.pelmo.it; Torrimi. Opificio Orafo. http://www.tormm 1t’; Torrini, Negozio Storico.
http:/fwww.tommshop.it'paginal0 htm: Torrini, Museo. hitp//www tomnmuseo.at/: Cartieea Mantovana,
http://www.carheramantovana t/;  Barovier&Toso,  bttp://‘www.baroviercom/; Dinta  Bortolo  Nardimi,
htip:/fwww.nardimi 1t”, Bererta, http-//www.beretta com/, hitp://www beretta.it/; Gnqpo Falck, http://www.falck it/;
Augustea, hitp://www augustea.com’; Marioboselli, www.manoboselliit; Piacenza Cashmere, www.ptacenzal733.1t
Crespil707, http:/ferww.crespil797.1t"; Lanificio G. B. Conte, htip://www.gbconte-galtesit’; Garbelloito,
http:/fwww. garbellotto.1t/.

? The “Associazione Imprese Storiche Fiorentme (AISF)”. has i fict recently widened its structure, now named
“Untone Imprese Storiche Toscane (UIST)™.

* See Unione Imprese Storiche Toscane, Firenze, L Tmpreza Storvica a Firenze,

http:/www. stortaimpresa.it/Firenze paginal 1L htm

See Unione Imprese Storichs Toscane, Firenze, Fratelli Alinari, http-//www.storiaimpresa it/Firenze alinari011 htm:
Fratelli Alimari, http://'www.alinan it/; Unione Imprese Storiche Toscane, Firemze, Marchesi Antinori.
http:/fwww.stortampresa it Firenze/antinan0 11 htm; Marchesi _Antinori, Imp//www antmoriit’. Umione Imprese
Storiche Toscane, Firenze, Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze, hitp:/fwarw.stonampresa it/Firenze/cdnsparomo011 htm;
Cassa di R@anmo di Firenze. hitp://www.entecarifirenze it/online’htmi/asp/mdex asp; Unione Imprese Storiche
Toscane, Firemze, Banca Fedevico Del Vecchio, http:/www.stonaimpresa it Firenze/bdelvecchio011 htm; Banca
Federico Del Vecchio, http://www.bancadelvecchio.it/; Unione Tmprese Storiche Toscane, Firenze, Fioremtina Gas,
http:/www. storiaimpresa it Firenze/fioregas0 11 htm: Fioremfina Gas, http://www.fiorentinagasit’; Uwione Imprese
Storiche Toscane, Firemze. Fondiaria-Sai, http://www.stonammpresa it Firenzefondiana0llhtm; Fondiaria-Sai,
http:/vww. fondiana-sai it'emsfs/start do?site=fondianaSai; Unione Imprese Storiche Toscane. Firenze, Marchesi de’
Frescobaldi, hitp://www._stonaimpresa it/Firenze/frescobaldi0 1] htm; Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi.
http:/‘www.frescobaldiat’;, Umiome Imprese Storiche Toscane, Firenze, Libreria Amntiquarvia Gomnelli,
http:/‘www. stoniampresa.itFirenze/zonnelli0l L htm: Libreria Antiguaria Gommelli, http://wrww.gonnelli t/; Giusto
Mamezti Battiloro, hitp://www manett it/, http://www.manett: it itmanett html http://www.manetti it/cop html; Unione
Imprese Stoviche Toscane, Firenze. G. Maszini & Figli, hitp://www.storiaimpresa 1t/ Firenze/masmi0llhtm:; G. Masini &
Figli, http://www.masmicostruzioniit/; Umione Imprese Storiche Toscane, Firemze, Hotsl Porta Ros:a,
http:/www. storiaimpresa.it FirenzehotelprossaClLhtm; Hotel Porta Rossa, http://www hotelportarossait; Uone
Imprese  Storiche Toscame, Firemze, Officina Profumo-Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella,
http:/ww. storiaimpresa it Firenze/officmasmm011 htm: Officina Profumo-Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella,
http:/www. smnovella it/ Unione Imprese Storiche Toscanes. Firenze, Barone Ricasoli,
http:/fwww. stmmmpxgut’Fumz:ehcudzou.hm, Barone Ricasoli, http-/‘www.ricasoliit’; Unione Imprese Storiche
Toscane, Firenze, Torrini, hitp//www.stonammpresa.it/Firenzetomni01lhtm: Tomim, Negozio in Firemze.
hitp:/fwww. tormimishop.it'; Unione Imprese Storiche Toscanes, Firenze, Vallscchi,
http:/fwww. stonaimpresa. it Firenzevalleechi01 Lhitm; Fallecchi, bttp://www.vallecchiit/; Unione Imprese Storiche
Toscane, Prato. Fattoria di Artimino, http://www. storiaimpresa it Prato/artimmo0 1l htm; Fartoria di  Artimino,
http:/www. artimino ithome htm: Unione Imprese Storiche Toscane, Siena, Fiore,
htip:/www. stonaimpresa it/ Siena/fiore01Lhtm; Fiore, htip://www.panfortefiore it; Unione Imprese Stoviche Toscane,



patn'monym, giving — through its own digital archives —access to about 300.000 photog:aphs";
moreover, the website provides well-organized links, among which the “Museo di Storia della
Fotografia Fratelli Alinari” and the “Museo dellTmmagine™. The portal of “I Centenari —
Associazione Imprese Storiche Familiari Campane™ groups 24 historical companies of the region”’
using a model similar to that of “Les Hénokiens™ This association. made up of companies each of
which 1s over one hundred years old. puts at the public’s disposal all the digital schedules with the
conpany’li name. address, telephone number, a short history of each activity and links to related
websites.

Siena. Marchesi Mazzei, http://www.storiaimpresa it/Siena/fonterutoli 011 htm; Marchesi Mazzei,
htip:/fwww.mazzei it'sezionel . php?Id=1; Unione Imprese Storiche Toscame, Livormo. Salomone Belforte & C.,
http:/fwww. stonaimpresa.it’'Livarno/belforte htm: Salomone Belforte & C., http://wwwr libreniabelforte com’. Regarding
the “Associazione Imprese Stonche Fiorentine (AISF)”, in the home page of the new site, there are no references to the
websites of two historical companies, previously inserted: see Amtico Setificic  Fioremtino,
htip://www.anticosetificiofiarentinot/; Casa Editrice Leo S. Olschki, hitp://www.olschki it/.

" See Fratelli Alinari, Archivi Fotografici, http:/fwww.alinan it't/archivi-online asp; Alinari _Archives,
http:/fwww.alimanarchives.itlogin/index aspx7languagelD=IT. For a more detailed outlne of photography as a sowrce
for busmness history, see D. Bigazz, Gli archivi fotogrgfici e la storia dell industria, in “Archivi e Imprese™ n. 8, 1993.
! In fact: “In 2001 the digital archives was inauzurated and continues to grow thanks to the constant increase m the
number of images that can be consulted on Line. At present, there are mare than 200.000 mages on the webzite Alinan
Archives and more than 100.000 available m the Education section™. (Fratslli Alinari. Chi siamo,

htip://www.alinan it/it/stonia asp). As highlizhted on the website: “The Archrves 1s the heart of Fratell: Alinan  Here we
preserve the substantial hentage of portrait panting and records regardmg art, history. folklore, environment, mdustry
and society m Haly, Europe and the rest of the world from the second half of 18005 up to now. The content of the
archives has also continued to grow with contemporary colored and black and white photographs. Along wath the
extraordmary matenals of the archives Alinan. Anderson. Brogr, Chauffouner. Fiorentini and Mannelli . more recently
they have added film negatives and plates from collections such as the Wulz, Michetti, Nunes Vais, Bombelli, Mollno,
Betti-Borra, Zannier, Pozzar, Baloechi, Vanmuee:-Zauhi, Unterveger, Tummello, Muzzani, Mimati, Trombetta, Panatta
and Villam archives in Bologna contammg 600.000 mages from 1914 to 1980. (...) The new photographic campaizns
are enlarzing the archives which currently preserves more than 2.350.000 hustorical flm and plate negatives, of vanous
dimen=ions, black and white or colored, 400.000 photocolors, 350.000 other modem prints to which we need to add
900.000 vintage prmts for a total of 4.000.000 of mages.” (Fratelli Alinari, Chi siamo, Museo & Arclivi, Gl Archivi
Fotografici Alinari, http://www.alinan 1tit/archiv-fotografict asp).

12 See Frateli Alnari, Chi siamo, Museo & Archivi, Museo di Storia dslla Fotografia,
htip:/‘www.alinan it/ it'museo. asp; Museo Nazionale Alinari della Fotografia, http:/'www.alinanfondazione it/ Fratelli
Alinari, Chi siamo, Museo & Archivi, Museo dell Immagine, http://www.alinari tit'musec-immagme asp.

** Here 15 a complete list: “Industrie Tessili Alois Sx.1.”, “Fratelli Aprea Di Franco Sn.c.”, “Giovanni Ascione e Figlio
S.as.”, “Michele Autuori Sr.1”, “Giuseppe Bothglien di Navigazione S.p.A.”, “Uberto Bowinke!l”, “Theo Brinkmann e
Adnana & C. Sne”, “COELMO. Srl”, “Cianciullo Mamm Srl1”, “M. Cilento & F.llo Srl1”. “D’Ambra Vim
d’Ischia Sr1”, “A D'Andrea S.as.”, “De Luca Industna Grafica e Cartana Sx1.”, “Don Alfonso 18907, “Fabbriche
Riunite Torrone di Benevento”, “Hotel Jaccanno”, “E. Manmella Sn.c”, “Ristorante Europeo Mattozz1”, “Pasticceria
Pantaleone”, “Pettisam Service™, “Rizzo-Bottighen-De Carlm Armaton S.p A ", “Ottica Cav. Sacco”, “Serpone Srl7,
“Pastificio Flhi Setaro S.as” (see I Cemtemari — Associazione Imprese Storiche Familiari Campane,
htip://assocentenan ithome htm).

" See Alois & http://www.casertaweb.org/public/alois/index htm: Frarslli Aprea, hitp-/‘www. fratelliaprea.com/;
Ascione, hitp:/fwww.ascione it/; Michele Autuori, http//www.autuoriit’; Giuseppe Bottiglieri di Navigazione SpA.,
http:/fwww.gbothglien.com/; COELMO, hitp://www.coelmo.it/; Cianciulle Marmi, http//www.cianciulloat/; M
Cilemto & F.llo, htip:/fwww.cilentol 780.com/; Caza D Ambra, Vini d Ischia, http://www.dambravimi com/; D ‘Andrea
Biancheria, http://www.dandreabianchena 1t/; De Luca Industria Grafica e Cartaria, http://vww.delucacartaniaat/; Don
Alfonso 1890, http/'www.donalfonso.com'; Fabbriche Riumite Torronme di Bemsvento, http:/fwww.fitbat/; Hotel
Jaccarino, http://www hoteliaccarmo.it/, hitp:/‘www hoteltramontano.it/; E. Marinella, http://www.marmellanapoli it';
Rizzo-Bottiglieri-De Carlini Armatori S.p.A . http://www.rbdarmaton it/; Ottica Cav. Sacco, http://www.othcasacco.at’;
Serpone, hitp:/www.serpone.it’; Pastificio F1Ii Setaro, hitp://www . setaro.it/. As can be noted on these webaites (and
from the fact that some are mssing), the companies in the association are all fanuly-based but differ in thewr impartance
and m their virtual presence on the Net.
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3. The most important companies on the Net, their archives and similar experiences

An in-depth examination is needed of the sources of the Italian companies who have given
greater importance to historical memory and to accomplish this, have adopted digitalizing
processes. These are some of the most significant experiences within Italian business archives
whose oﬁet of digital contents reaches levels of excellence. Beginning with the Ansaldo Foundation
website'’ “making available to the international scientific community a vast number of records
mcludmg paper. photoqapmc and film archives, produced in over 150 years of industrial history by
companies in Ligunia™ " The website, m addition to the areas dedicated to the structure and the
organization of the Foundation (administrative and advisory organs, rules, statute, and deontological
code), to the activities and the information (notice board. news. chronology. dissertations. research
and publications etc) has a section of archives and collections (mh.tves collections,
photographxc archives, film archives. oral sources) that is the most extensive'® of the website. In
fact. in this section it is possible to retrieve “the archives acquired by various companies,
organizations and individuals™™ with an indication of the name of the fond. the archives and the
series or collections. other than the description of the series or collections, their consistency. dates
inventones or hstszd In particular. it refers to the tecords shared between Ansaldo Fond and
archives’, the fond of the Borsa Valon in Genoa 2. the Costa Fond =; the Duﬁmr Archives® the
Finmare Fond™ - the Gerolamo Gaslini Fond”®; the Iha Fond and the _]O!nt archives’ ; the Ptanoesco

!5 See Fondazione Ansaldo, hitp://www fondazioneansaldo it/
' Fondazione Ansaldo, hitp://www fondazioneansaldo.it/. The first page underlines that this is 2 “wide and growing
archival hentage that requuired the creation of the website, m addition to the traditional mstruments for 1ts use. The
website 15 a concise and prachical mstrument that offers scholars and users a global vision of the archives managed and
acqmed and mforms the user on the achwifies and the aims of the institution ™

See Fondazione Ansaldo, Struttwra e Organizzazione.
http://fondazioneansaldo.it/struttura /c?.Oe%.Dmgammnme.hﬁn. Fondazione Ansaldo. Attivita e Informazioni,
http://fondaznoneansaldo.it/news/catalog. php?
'* See Fondazions Ansaldo, Archivi e Raccolte. hitp: “ﬁndanmmsaldo;t/archnl%L’Oe%L’Ouecoltehm As indicated
mthepageofthembn’eeptmungthxssechm. “Ansaldo Historical Archives (...) had a broader actmaty than that
normally camed out by a historical business archives; ifs recognifion as a temitonial economic archrves tock place m
February 2000 with the creation of the «Fondazione Ansaldo-Archrio Economuco delle Imprese Liguny, which
recen’edthe entire heritage preserved by Ansaldo Historical Archives™.

See Fondazione Ansaldo. Archivi e Raccolte, Struttura e ordinamento,
http://www.fondazoneansaldo.it/archivio %620struttura%20e%20ordinamento htm. In the same section of the website
there 15 an explanation saying that: “As a starting point of the description, they used the archives. When the struchwe 15
particularly complex, with mmltiple archrves linked by bonds to be respected and lughhghted they made use of 2
snpena’lew.l the fond. In the case of particularly comphcated archives, they described the senies or the collection™.

See Fondazione Ansaldo. Archivi e Raccolte, Struttura € ordinamento,
lmp -/ www. fondazioneansaldo.it/archnvio%20struthura %2 0e%20ordinamento htm.

See Fondazione Ansaldo, Archivi & Raccolte, Fondo Ansaldo,
http:/www.fondazioneansaldo.it/archrivio/fondo%20ansaldo. htm; Fondazione Ansaldo, Archivi e Raccolts. Fondo
Anzaldo Archivi aggregati,

http://www.fondazoneansaldo. m’archnw’&ndo?’QOansaldoﬁfe.Oarchxu’/’QOzggreghlm
2 See Fondazions Ansaldo. Archivi e Raccolte., Fondo Borsa Valoi di Genova.
hﬂp /'www.fondazioneansaldo.it/archnio/fordo?20borsa%20valon%20genova him.

See Fondazione Anzaldo, Archivi e Raccolte. Fondo Casta,
http /www. fondazoneansaldo.it/archivio/fondo%20costa hitm.

See Fondazione Ansaldo. Archivi & Raccolte, Archivio Dyfour,
lmp /fwww. fondazoneansaldo.it/archnio/archivio%20dufour htm.

See Fondazione Ansaldo, Archivi & Raccolte. Fondo Finmare,

hup /www. fondazoneansaldo.it/archnvio/fondo%20finmare him.
See Fondazione Anzaldo, Archivi e Raccolte, Fondo Gerolamo Gaslhini,
http:/fwww. fondazn oneansaldo.it/archivio/fondo%20 gerolamo% 70gasbmhtm
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Manzitti Archtves  the Perrone Archives™: the Flavia Steno Archives’; the Giovanni Zoncada
Archives®!. In addmon. there is mﬁ)rmat!on about the collections of techmcal and industrial
drawings, amfacts and annques oniginal shares and bonds, Campostano’s photographic lab. and
several naval negxsters Finally, this section of the website includes mformation about the
photographic archives, the film archives and the oral sources, with a presentation of each resource
and a mention of their fonds and collections™

Another important case is that of IRI Hxstoncal Electronic Archives® whose digitalization
was achieved through the realization of two pmjects This initiative made it possible to put online

o See Fondazione Ansaldo, Archivi e Raccolts, Fondo Iha,
http:/'www.fondazoneansaldo. it/archivio/fondo%20ilva htm: Fondazione Ansaldo. Ardm'l e Raccolte, Fondo Ilva —
Archm aggregati, http://wrww. fondazioneansaldo.at/archrio/fondo%201lva%20archii%20aggregat htm.

See Fondazione Ansaldo, Archivi & Raccolte. Archivio Francesco Manzitti,
hﬂp /iwww.fondazoneansaldo.it/archiio/archivio%20manzth htm.

See Fondazione Ansaldo. Archivi € Raccolts, Archivio Parrone,
http://www. fondazmoneansaldo. t/archmio/archivio%20perrane him.
o See Fondazione Ansaldo, Archivi e Raccolte, Archivio Flavia Steno,
http:/www.fondaznoneansaldo.t/archnvio/archivio%20flavia%20steno. htm.
N See Fondazione Ansaldo, Archivi e Raccolis, Archivio Giovarmi Zoncada,
hnpﬂwww fondazoneansaldo.t/archivio/archivio%20ziovanm%20zoncada htm_

See Fondazione Anszaldo, Archivi e Rncoolre Disegni tecnici g industriali.
http:/‘www.fondazoneansaldo.it/disegmi%20tecnici%20mdustrial htm; Fondazione Ansaldo. Archivi e Raccolte,
Manyfatti d'spoca e cimeli, http://www.fondazioneansaldo. ltFmanuﬁm%'zOepoca%ZOumehhhn, Fondazione Ansaldo,
Archivi e Raccolte, Titoli azionari obbligazionari,
http://www. fondazoneansaldo.at/titohi % 20azonan%20obbh zazonan htm: Fondazione An.saldo Archivi e Raccolts,
Laboratorio fotografico Campostano, http://www.fondazioneansaldo. itlaboratono%s2 Ofotografico’ ;620camposiznohun,
Fmda:mnc Ansaldo, Archivi e Raccolte, Registri navali, http://www.fondanoneansaldo itregistn%20navali htm

See Fondazione Ansaldo. Archivi e Raccolte, Fototeca,
http:/www.fondaznoneansaldo.it/fototeca%2 70pmentzmme.hm1,
http:/'www.fondazmoneansaldo.1t/fototeca%20fondi% 20raccolte htm.  http://www.fondazoneansaldo it'videodisco htm;
Fondazione Ansaldo. Archivi € Raccolte, Cineteca. hitp:/'www.fondazioneansaldo.it/cmeteca%20presentazione htm,
http:/‘www. ﬁndmmm!dnﬂmmca%mﬁndf/é&aocdtehhn, Fondazione Ansaldo, Archivi e Raccolte, Fonti
orali, http:/fwrww . fondazoneansaldo.it/fonti_oralihtm.
http:/’www.fondazoneansaldo.at/fonti_oral struttwra_ordmamentohtml As menhoned m the webaite dedicated to the
videodise: “In 1988 the Ansaldo Historical Archives started a pilot experience m the field of the safeguardng and use of
photographic matenal through the creation of a videodisc that contams about 30000 mmages belongzing to the fonds of
Ansaldo. CGE and Perrone, created from the end of the 19" century up to the 1970s. This is a digital mstrument that
allows a high quality of the printed image and quick access to 2 wide range of visual mformation. ™ (see also L. Borzani,
La fotografia tra documento ¢ monumento: 'esperienza della fototeca Ansaldo, m “Archivi e Imprese”. n 1, 1990). It's
also important to underline that the film archives “is at present one of the best m Italy because of the quantity of
preserved original records” and that: “The research of the film archrves laghhghted mdustmal cmema produced by the
compames: a cmema that, apart from 1its esthetic and visual value, 15 an mportant instrument of historical kmowledge
and analy=sis, from industmal archaeology to the models of msttutional mformation, from the social behaviors to the
dynamics of work culture. The Ansaldo film fond, consisting of films fram 1910 untl today, was the central core of this
collection. Research was then addressed towards the acqusition of archives belonging to other big Italian companies
such as Italia di Navigazione and Ilva-Italader. These three fonds are an important historical sowrce m arder to
reconstruct — through visual documentation — the relationship between Genoa and the shipbmlding industry. mechanics,
war producton. won and steel mdustry, navigaton Other mdustnal fonds were included m this archives: those of
compantes working m the food industry such as Sasso or Dufour, the Donato fond (acquired by Micheleth Foundation),
or the Costa and Lloyd Tnestno fonds regardng cargo. passengers and cruise ships”. For further mformation on the
archives see A. Lombardo, L ‘drchivie Storico Ansaldo, m “Archivi e Imprese™. n 11-12, 1995
“N. De Ianmi, L'archivio storico IRI su Internet, cit, hitp://www.delpt unina it/stof/2 htm,
htip:/‘www.delpt tnma it/stof2_gemmaio_giugnol999/Delanmi? 2 pdf
¥ On this pomt, it is necessary to remember that: “TRI promoted a wide program aimed at the preservation and the
valonzation of its artistic herttage, declared m February 1993 of high historical interest by the archival supenintendence
office of Lazio. This program was divided m two different projects. The first one. begun m 1993 and concluded mn
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a large part of IRI’s documentation formed by three large databases: the General Archives — Red
Numbers, which includes the records of the companies controlled by IRI and its finance companies;
the Archives IT — Black Numbers, collecting the records produced by each IRI's office; all the
records of the Institute produced for external commmnication (annual balance sheets. 4-year
programs, yearbooks, “grey literature™ and everything else)36. On this point, I'd like to highlight
that IRI Foundation’s website has a link to the website of IRI's Historical Archives”, which —
addition to detailed information on projects realized by the working group of the “Centro per la
ricerca e lo sviluppo di Metodologie e Applicazioni per gh Archivi Storici (MAAS)” of the
Consorzio Roma Ricerche and on the archives itself’> — has an online research instrument’ for

1998, referred to the documentary fond that the Institute gave to the Central Italian Archrves during the 1980s. The
project regarded the filng and the dizital acquisition of the entire fond and the creation of the IT mstruments and places
for the research and the consultation of this matenal (descnptive files and digital images of the records) through the
Net. In 1999 the second project was started. It aimed to make available the wide hentage IRI had m 1ts historical
headquarter m Via Veneto: almost 2 km of records which were entirely censused, ordered and described up to 1980. In
this way they created a unique IT system mtegrating the various parts of the archives, the records produced directly
from the mstitute as well as those collected and orgamzed by the institute itself to manage all the compames n the
group. They worked on more than 18.000 units described in a database system formed by 90.000 mformative files and
1.130.000 mages” (ASIRI - Archivio Storico IRI. n Progetto,
http:/213.199.9.13/archriom/progetto/fr_descmizione html). For a general description of IRI's archives see L Archivio
Storico IRI, m F. Russohllo (edited by). L'IRI nella storia dTtalia. Problemi e prospettive di ricerca. Rome,
Edmdustria, 2003.

% At present, these are the digital records available: all the records preserved in a repository at the Central Italian
Archives (form 1933 to 19435-°47); the proceedings and the statutes of the companies mcinded in the Archives with Red
Numbers; one third of the annual balance sheets of these companies; mmportant series belongimg to the Archives with
Black Numbers (board of directors, commuttees, inspectorate’s relations and so on); the series of IRI's balance sheets,
of the reports to the Mmistero delle Partecipazioni Statali and the magazine “Notizie IRI”. Together with these digital
records, there are also consistency and topographic hists. The work of digitalization of the sources was camed out wath
the two already completed projects. However, there are new actrvities of recrganization under development m order to
finish the transfer of all the materials on the Net in the IRI Foundation website. (see Fondazione IRI, Archivio Storico
dell'IRI, http://www.fondazionem it inside aspTid=148ad_tool=1). In this page of the website. one finds the drision of
the three databases. which widens the classical definition of “two archives™ based on the Red and Black Numbers. (zee
G. Brumo, I “due archivi” IRI, http://www maas.cer.it/ Documentazione/xmi/ File%20introduttivo xml).

37 See ASIRI — Archivio Storico IRI, http://213.199.9.13/archivioin/.

% In the website, it is underlined that: “The records of the archives are ordered and preserved according to a double
criterion, indicated by different colors that ongmally marked the spine of the binders. This distinction between red and
black numbers, formalzed mn the list drawn up when the oldest records were to be deposited in the Central Archives,
represents the formal aspect of the Institute that . zince 1ts begmnmg. applied two different “tracks™ thus determining the
creation of two archives for mdustnal reconstruction -

* the General Archives of corporate practices (red numbers) collects the records ordered accordmg to the object of the
practice represented by the different compames controlled by IRI and its finance companies. From the 19505, they used
a filmg plan and 2 system of numenc codification that structure all IRI's participations m a hierarchical structure
reflecting the operational and managerial model of the companies of the Group.

* the Archives IT with the practices of IRI offices (black numbers) mchides all the records produced by the single
offices in which the holding has been dnided throughout its life. It preserves the official records, the company’s books
(boards of directors, admimstrative board. and presidential resolufions). correspondence. bookkeeping enimes (ledger
books, journals, inventories) and balance sheets of the Institute. The management of these records was totally separated
and 1t was directly entrusted to the office producmg 1t which had to deposit arder and ehminate 1t. The description of the
archival matenal was camed out according to some general standards. The descriptive model selected 15 that suggested
by Isad, based on the pnnciple of multilevel description i which each unit 15 represented by a specific desenption and
by the description of the parts formung if; the mformative structure 15 divided m areas of information and m general
descriptive elements, valid for all the levels of the ladder. All the records were filed up to 1992 when IRT's records were
transferred to the Foundation In that year the Institute became a joint-stock company. The archrves between 1992 and
2002 was transferred to the company Fintecna™ (ASIRI - Archivie Storico IRI, L'Archivie. Premessa,
http://213.199.9.13/archrviom/archivio’fr_descnzione html).
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direct access to the digitalized archival documentation IRI Historical Archives is the most relevant
example in Italy of a single source, both extremely complex and well constructed, that no longer has
a traditional organization The change required advanced methods and the adoption of new
electronic sources, not only for the inventory and the descnphon of the fonds. but also wider
availability of digital reproductions of the amhsval records™

In the portal of the “Intesa Sanpaolo™ group - including also “Banca Intesa” website™ - there is a
section dedicated to the unified historical archives created in 2003 as the result of the aggregation of
the large documentary patrimony of Cassa di Ri 10 delle Provincie Lombarde. Banco
Ambrosiano Veneto and Banca Commerciale Italiana™. In addition to the rules for consulting the

3 See ASIRI — Archivio Storico IRI, Ricerca om-line, http://213.199.9.13/archivioin/bancadati/fi_descrizione html,
http:/213.199.9.13/asinrossa/Archmauta NSC aspx, htip://213.199.9.13/asinnera/Archmauta NSC.aspx. The previous
research mstrument of the “progetto ASEI” 15 stll onhne and through it, obtam the reproduction of about 650.000
dizitalized records (see Cemnro MAAS. Progetto ASEL htip://www.maas corat/maas/asei/asel html; Centro MAAS,
Progetto ASEI, La ricerca, http://www.maas.cor.it/maas/asei/asm hitml#ncerca).

% The digitalization of the records was accurately described: “to work on the IRI archives, we used an IT inventory
system of the fonds as XML allowing the digital acquusition of all the onzinal records according to the mternational
rules Isad and EAD. The system reproduces the stucture of the fonds mnventoried (...). The model employed 15 2
multilevel structure using 4 different levels of files: fond-subfond, senes-subsenes, archrval wmit and record umit,
according to a succession of combinations reproducing the archival restriction of the records. The records deposited at
the Central Archives were filed analytically and entwely acquired m digital format. For the records still preserved at IRI
we used a filing regarding the archival unit apart from some typologies of records for which we needed a2 more precise
filing The dizitalization regarded some specific sertes such as the registers created by the deliberative bodies of the
Institute, the records of the board of directors and of the presidency. the four-year plans of the Ufficio Studi. the mmdexes
of the Inspectorate Reparts. All the files have remstry mformation (ntle, chronological examples, composition,
collocation) but for the fond and sertes files there are also historical and mstitutional mformation. The archival umits
have a descriphon of each instaliment. The record umts have a descniption and a section for the enclosures. The digtal
1mages acqured smce 1994 required a particular procedure of monitoring which venfied thewr mtegnity signalmg the
problems of consultation and we changed the onginal formats (TIFE, Jpeg) of the single pages in a different format
(PDF) more efficient in terms of space and management of the consultation of the record In total, we znalyzed about
1.200.000 pages and only 3 thousand were no longer usable. We created 29.000 record umits m pdf format with a
dimension from 83536 to 78.260332 ‘bytes” (ASIRI - Archivio Sworico IRI. Ricerca on-line,
http:/2213.199.9.13/archrviom/bancadati'fr_descrizione htmi).

4! See Intesa Sanpaolo, http:/ fwww.mtesasanpaolo.com/scriptlsir/islnvestor/itahome/ita_index j=p.

42 See Banca Imtssa, http://www. bancaintesa 1t/.

b See Intesa Sanpaolo, Archivio Storico.
http://www.mtesasanpaolo. com/senptlsir(/isinvestor/ita‘archivio_storico/ita_archivio_storico.jsp. In this page: “The
history of the Group Intesa Sanpaolo dates back as far as 1563. Over the cenfunes, the bank’s many reahties developed
profound links and different types of relations with their temtories . The records preserved in the banks represent an
enormous sowrce of knowledge for the scholars and all this nwmst be available and valonzed (...) The histonical
Archives represents the living memary of Intesa Sanpaolo: an mstnmment to understand and enhance 1ts tradition, the
development of the branches and the positive effects on the temitory”. Maoreover, as underlmed m the previous section
regarding the Historical Archives — recently transferred from “Banca Intesa™ website to “Intesa Sanpaolo™ portal —
“Following the mergers between Cassa di Risparmio delle Provincie Lombarde (Cariplo). Banco Ambrosiano Veneto
(Bav) and Banca Commerciale Itahana (Conut), Banca Intesa 15 responsible for the management of the most mmportant
Italian private bank archives. The records are an essential part of the history of the banking system i the 19th and 20*
centuries.. In Ewrope, the archives of Conut and Caniplo are also considered to be the most relevant for thew contents
and the completeness of the material preserved Moreover, Raffaele Mattioli’s papers (1895-1973) are an extracrdmary
henitage, considered an important testament regarding the intersection between banking and civil culture Together the
records provide data for the study of of thousands of companies. but also for research on the relations between the
economic world and the polifical world and to reconstruct the emergence of the Italian economy at the international
level.” (Banca Intesa, Arte € Cultura, Archivio Storico,
http://209.85. 135 104/search?g=cache:lxcQ0zM30SMJ:-www.bancamtesa it ‘pru/jsp/Editorial%3FContentName%3Dist_
ArchivioStonco%26CategoryPath%3D/PIUEditonaly Informativaltahano/ Arte%62520e%2520Cultura’ Archivio%2520s
torico+Banca+Intesa +Arte+e+Cultura +Archivio+Storico, &hl=t&ct=clnk &ed=1&gl=1t). Finally, for a general picture
of the archives of the Banca Commerciale Itahana, see AAVV., Banca Commerciale Italiana. Archivio Storico,
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archives. the logistical indications and the contacts with the archivists, this section of the website
gives much information on the records patmnony the genealogy and the historical profile of the
three banks. themr arclnval tradition. and other aspects of their rich patnmony of historical and
economic resources”. The attention is centred on inventories and catalogues through an IT

Milano, BCT, 1988; F. Pmo, Notizie sul riovdino dell Archivio Storico della Banca Commerciale Italiana, iz “Rivista di
Storia Economuca™ n. 2, 1989; AA VV. L drchivio Storico della Banca Commerciale Italiana, Tormmo, U. Allemand:
& C., 1990; S. Gtghetta. La collana imventari dell Archivio Storico della Banca Commerciale Italiana, m “Rivista di
Stmz l"mmma n. 7, July-December 2001, http://www.delpt umma it'stof7_lugho dicembre 2001/pagmato67-

80 pdf
See Intesa Sanpacio, Archivio Storico, Patrimor documentari,
htip://www.intesasanpaolo. com/senptlsxisinvestor/ita’archivio_storico/ita_patnmon: documentari jsp. On this page:
“Banca Intesa lustonical Archives 1s the repository of the collective memory of many organizations{public and private],
the pivot of many values ansmg from the histonical hentage of three pre-exasting bankmg groups. In fact, Banca
Intesa’s new identity grew out of the wealth of differences. The Historical Archives holds all the records regarding
Banca Intesa assets (clients, personnel. buildngs and so on) and the evidence of past procedures (intemal rules,
circulars, operative handbooks). There are also many legal surveys.” Moreover: “Canplo (with Mediocredito
Lombardo), Comut and Banco Ambrosiano Veneto plaved an extremely important historical role: the first two banks
were leaders m the sectors of the Ifahan credit system ngorously divided and ruled for many years accordmg to 1936
banking law: saving banks, joint-stock banks, credit mstitutions. With them, it seems mmportant to analyze a private
bank such as the Banco Ambrosiano Veneto which promoted z process of aggregation at the national level Canplo and
Comut have an old and sohd corporate culture and a strong feeling of belongimz of many generations; these systems can
be interpreted as socto-poliical microcosms; many various capacities to develop the credit market, the economic and
working policies and guide roles in the cultural life of the country. In the culture of Banco Ambrosiano Veneto, on the
contrary, there 15 more attention to income and a greater inchnation to mnovate services and products. This 15 a
patmmony that cannot be renounced for the research world and that will be essential for the studies of economic,
Pohhcal,soualandcnhualhstayofthe 15th and 20th century™.

Imtesa Sanpaolo, Archivio Storico, Patrimoni documentari, Cariplo.
http: “‘wwwmresasanpaolo cony/scriptlsi0/isinvestor/ita‘archivio_stonico/cariplo/ita_caniplo.jsp;  Intesa  Sampaolo,
Archivio Storico, Patrimom documentari, Cariplo, Profilo Storico,
http:/’www.ntesasanpaolo.com/senptlsir0/isinvestor/ita’archivio_storico/cariplo/ita_caniplo_profilo_storico jsp: Intesa
Sanpaolo, Archivio Storico, Patrimomi documentari, Cariplo, Tradizions archivistica.
http://s’vww.intesasanpaolo. com/senptizy0/ishvestor/ita’archivio_storico/cariplo/ita_canplo_trad_archivijsp:  Intesa
Sanpaolo,  Archivio  Storico,  Pamimom = documentari, Cariplo,  Bengficenza e  risparmio,
htip:/swww.intesasanpaolo.com/senptlsr(VisInvestor ita/archivio_storico’cariplo/ita_cariplo_Obiettivi_app.jsp; Intesa

BAV,

Sanpaolo, Archivio Storico, Patrimoni documentari,

htip:/’www.intesasanpaolo. com/scriptlsir{)/isnvestor/ita‘archivio_storico’baviita_bav.jsp; Intesa Sampaolo, Archivio
Storico, Patrimoni documentari, BAV. Profilo Storico,
htip://"www.intesasanpaolo. com/senptlsir)VisInvestor ita’archivio_storico’bavita_bav_profilo_storico.jsp; Intesa
Sanpaolo. Archivio Storico, Parrimoni documentari, BATV, Tradizione archivistica,
http:/fwww.mntesasanpaolo. com/senptlsr0VisInvestor/ita‘archivio_storico/bavita_bav_tradiz_archiv jsp; Intesa
Sanpaoclo, Archivio Storico, Patrimoni documentari, BAV, I verbali ritrovati,
http://www.intesasanpaolo. com/senptlsr(isInvestor ita’archivio_storico’bavita_bav_obiettivi_app.jsp: Intssa
Sanpaclo, Archivio Storico. Patrimoni documentari, COMIT,
http://www.mtesasanpaolo. com/senptlsar{isInvestor ita‘archivio_storico’comut/ita_comut. jsp; Intssa Sanpaolo,
Archivio Storico, Patrimomi documentari, COMIT, Prafilo Starico,

http:/fwww.intesasanpaolo.com/senptlsr(VisInvestor ita‘archivio_stonco/comut/ita_comit_profilo_stonicojsp:  Intesa
Sanpaolo, Archivio Storico, Patrimoni documentari, COMIT, Tradizions archivistica,
http:/‘www.mtesasanpaolo.com/senptlsr/isinvestor/ita’archivio_storico/comut/ita_comut_trad_archivi jsp: Intesa
Sanpaolo, Archivio Storico. Patrimomni documentari, COMIT, Antonello Gerdi,
http:/www.intesasanpaolo. com/senptlsir(ishnvestor/ita’archivio_storico’comut/ita_comut_gerbi jsp; Iitesa Sampaolo,
Archivio Storico, Patrimoni documentari, COMIT., Maszsimiliano Majnoni,
htip:/www.intesasanpaolo.com/senptlsar(VisInvestor ita/archivio_storico/comut/ita_comit_majnon: jsp.

% See Intesa Sanpaolo, Archivio Storico, Inventari e cataloghi,

htip://www.intesasanpaolo.com/senptlsir(VisInvestor ita/archivio_storico/ita_mventan_cataloghi jsp .



integrated system as “GEA-Banca Intesa”, allowing a homogeneous examination of all the fonds®’.

However, for the creation of this database the three different aﬂ:lnval patrimonies were kept, using a
method of reference that follow the ISAD international mles ., which provides for a hierarchical
order of filing the records lmkedtothestmctureofongm It:spossnbleto consult these fonds in
many ways: through the visnalization of the directory of the entire Historical Archives. narrowing
the research to ardmral patrimonies and selected fonds™ ; through the direct examination of the
mventory of each foud> through queries on the working env:romnem (with a universal or specific
research)" The files obtamed through this online research do not concern only the text of the
mventory (for the folders). but they are especially informative (identification, producer and objects,

archival history, access, additional information) and in many cases, provide links to the images of
the original source (records or photographs) and other objects. Moreover, there are significant
resources immediately available on the Net such as: the munutes, up to 1934, of the main structures
of the three banks (Board of Directors of Banca Commerciale Italiana, Banco Ambrosiano and
Banca Cattolica del Veneto, Central Committee of Charty of Cariplo); the outstanding

4" See Bamca Imesa, Archivio Storico, http://zea bancamtesa t/archivio’mdex htm. As highlighted: “With the
computenization of the working process, increasing knowledge denving from the Historical Archives 1s inserted and
shared m the IT system for those who wall continue this valuable activity m the futwre (..)m 1998 the Banca
Commerciale Italiana had already developed an mtegrated IT system for the Historical Archives in order to manage all
the activities and save the existing data. It wall be possible to simuitaneously research the mventories of the fonds
opened to the public, the files for the special fonds (bibhographic, photographic and audiovisual matenals). the stock
book, the lists of transfer of the parcels, thedataofmecmsulmsaucahogaﬂm data, chronologes of companies
and [to seek] answers to several important lustorical issues” (Frtesa Sanpaolo, Archivio Storico, Ihrventari e cataloghi,
http:/www.intesasanpaolo.com/scnptlsir(/isInvestor/ita‘archivio_storico/ita_mventan_cataloghi jsp). To this end. the
following works are of great relevance: A. Gottarelli G. Montanani, F. Pino, Gli studi d'uso dsll Archivio Storico
Comit: ricerca storica e servizio di consultazione in un 'epoca di accelerata transizione, m G. Tato (3 cura di), Le Carte
preziose. Gl archivi delle banche nella realia nazionale € locale: ls fonti, la ricerca, la gestione € le nuove tecnologie,
Trneste, Associazione Nazionale Archrastica Italiana - Sezione Friuhi-Veneza Giulia, 1999; G. Montanan. F. Pmo, Un
sistema iformativo integrato per gli archivi stovici: le funzionalita di GEA IntesaBei per 1'utente Internet e per
I'archivista, m “Archivi & Computer”. n. 2, 2001; F. Pino, Co-operation while preserving historical specificity: the
experience qf IntesaBei, m AA NV, Archive Year. Series of Workshops dedicated to Financial Institutions " Archives.
vol. L “Central Corporate Archuives dunng and after mergers”, Francoforte, EABH 2004; G. Mmtanan An integrated
information system: the Computer Application of the IntesaBci Historical Archives, m AA VV .. Archive Year. Series of
Workshops dedicated to Financial Institutions” Archives, vol. II, “Archives and IT Solutions”, Francoforte, EABH,
2004: A Gottarelh, Ls fonti Comit per la storia d'impresa, m AAVV.. Le carte operose. Gli archivi delle imprese
nella realta nazionale e locale: le fons, la ricerca, la gestione e le nmuove tecnologie, Tneste, ANAI - Sezione Frmuhi-
Venezia Gulia, 2004; G. Montanan L ‘unjficazione gestionale degli archivi storici di Bancalitesa, m AA V'V, Riforme
in corsa. Archivi pubblici e archivi d'impresa tra trasformazioni, privatizzazioni ¢ fusioni, Bari, Edipughia, 2006.

“ For these rules — in addition to the mdications found m La rraduzione italiana delle ISAD (G), Italian translation of
International Council on Archives - ICA. ISAD(G): General International Standard Archival Description, in “Rassegna
degh Archiva d Stato”, LV. n 23, 1995, PP- 392-413; see
http:/www.melnk 1#t/personal/ MD 1431/sito'1saargrpfisad(g)e html. hitp:/‘www.icaorg/. /mblio/isad_g_2e pdf,
http:/www.ana orglathvita™ _1sadTsad%20-%20traduzione%20vitali pdf — it 15 also possible to use the page
dedicated to them m the webmte of the National archival system  (see  ISAD.
http:/fwww.archiv. bencultwrali it/servizol/pub/studi/isad himl).

* In fact, the records are described starting from a hierarchical structure divided i fonds, series, sub-series, folders (ar
registers), installments. sub-mstallments and pieces. with a detailed guide regarding the fonds and the senes (see Banca
Imasa Archivio Storico, http://gea bancaintesa it/archivio/mdex him).

See Banca Intesa, Archivio Storico, Seleziona fondi,
hﬁp //gea.bancaintesa it'archinio/scripts/GeaCGlLexe7REQSRV=REQSELECT .

See Banca Intesa, Archivio Storico, Esplora Jondi,
lmp //gea bancaintesa it'archivio/scripts/GeaCGl exe7/REQSRV=REQEXPLORE&LEV=1.

See Banca Intesa, Archivio Storico, Ricerca umiversale,

http://gea. bancamtesa it/archmio/seripts/GeaC Gl m”REQSRV-REQSEARCHFORM. Banca Intesa, Archivie Storico,
Ricerca specifica, hitp://gea bancaintesa. it/archrno/seripts/GeaCGlLexe7TREQSRV=REQSEARCHFORMSPEC.

38



iconographic patrimony of Banca Commerciale Italiana; Raffaele Mattioli’s assorted records,
regarding the saving of Banca Commerciale Italiana m the 1930s and the relationship with the
majority shareholder. IRI* - Finally. the section of the portal dedicated to the Historical Archives
contains several pages dedicated to publications (guides, inventories and research studies),
recommendations (conferences and congresses), and news>".

An example of an experience that put the webs:te of the company together with that of the
foundation the archives and the nmseum is P:agglo . First of all. from the portal it is possible to
go directly to the website of the company with several pages dedicated to the history of the
company from the beginning up to the present57 The website of the company also contains
information regarding the musenm and the Historical Archives “Antonella Bechi Piaggio™ (contacts
and how to access the records) Another website 1s dedicated specxﬁcaﬂy to the “Museo Piaggio —
vaamnAIbedoAgnelh wnhthehxstoryofthe conpany adesuptmofthenmseumanda
presentation of the collection of vehicles, engines and mechamcal components , a link to the

3 See Intesa Sampaoclo, Archivio Storico, Documenti on-line,
hitp:/’www.Intesasanpaolo.com/seniptlsir(/isInvestor ita‘archivio_stonico'ita_documenti onlme jsp:  Bamca  Inteca,
Archn'ro Storico. http://gea bancamtesa 1t'archivio/index htm.

See

Intesa Sanpaolo. Archivio Storico, Pubblicazioni,
http:/ www.intesasanpaolo.com/seniptlsir(VisInvestor ita‘archivio_storico'ita _pubbhcanmz._]sp, Intesa  Sampaolo,
Archivio Storico, Pubblicaziom, Gude.,
http:/www.intesasanpaolo.com/senptlsir)/isInvestor ita'archivio_storico/ita_pubbl_gwdejsp;  Bitesa  Sampaolo,
Archivio Storico, Pubblicazior. Inventari,
http://www.Intesasanpaolo.com/seniptlsir(VisInvestor ita‘archivio_stonicoita_pubbl_mventan jsp:  Intesa  Sampaolo,
Archivio Storico, Pubblicaziom, Studi g ricerche,

http:/‘www.mtesasanpaolo.com/senptlzr(/isInvestorita’archivio_storico/ita_pubbl_studs.jsp; Intesa Sampaolo, Archivio
Storico, Segnalazioni, hitp://www.intesasanpaolo.com/seriptIsir()/isInvestor/ita/archivio_stonico/ita_segnalazioni jsp:
Intesa Sampaolo, Archivio Storico., News dall Archivio,
http:/www.intesasanpaolo. com/seniptlsir(isInvestor ita‘archivio_storico/ita_news.jsp.

**See Piaggio&C. 5.p.a.. hitp-//werw piagziogroup.com’home_page htm.

% See Piaggio - Gateway, http://www.piaggio.com’. The portal has also some links to the websites of other companies
of the gzroup with 2 geat deal of mformation on ther history. (see Moto Guzzi,  Storia,

http:/’www.motoguzz it'storia’stonal .asp7ln=ita; Moto Guzzi, Museo,
http:/www.motoguzzi it/méromuseo. asp?lin=ita; Moto Guezzi, Modelli Storici,
http:/‘warw. mmogum.lb‘modstdmasp’m"o&lmqh, Moto Guzzi, Personaggi,

http:/‘www.motoguzzi it personaggi/todero.asp?ln=ita; Moto Guzzi, Video Storico Istinzionale,
hitp:/’www.motoguzz 1t video/sadeo-storico.asp; Aprilia, La storia di Aprilia, http:/'wew.apnlia.com/company(4.asp;
Aprilia, Muzeo, http//www.apriha com/apriliamuseo_ita.asp; Gilera, Gilera World, Storia,
http:/www.it. gilera. com/it_IT/mlera_world/stona/stona.aspx; Gilera, Gilera World, Moto  Storiche,
hitp:/www.it. silera com/it_IT/mlera_world'moto_stoniche'moto_storiche.aspx; Nacional Motor SAU., Derbi,
http:/www.derbi.com/).

5 See Paaggm&C sp.a., Compary, Storia, http:/'www plaggiogroup.com/company/stona/1882_1923/mdexhtm
http:/fwww. pugglogroup cun’companyy’stau/ 1924 1945/index htm
http:/’www.praggiogroup.com/company’storia’ 1946_1972index htm_
http:/'www.piaggiogroup.com/company/storia’1973_1998/ mdex htm_

hitp://’www. praggiogroup. com/company/storia’1999_2003 index htm,
http:/‘www.pilaggiogroup.com/company/storia’2004_ogz/index htm.

5 See Piaggio&C. spa., Museo Piaggio Giovanmi Alberto Agmelli,
http:/‘www.plaggiogroup.com/nmseo_piaggio/mmseo_piaggio.htm; Piaggio&C. sp.a, Museo Piaggio Giovarmi
Alberto Agnelli, Archivio Storico, http:/www.piaggziogroup. com/museo_piaggio/archivio_stonico/archivio_storico.htm.
f° See Museo Piaggio — Giovarni Albsrto Agnelli, hitp-//wwrw museopiaggio.it/.

®  See Museo Piaggio - Giovanmi Alberto Agnelli, Museo, La storia della Piaggio.
http://www.nmseopraggio.it/stonapiaggio html.

! See Museo Piaggio — Giovaymi Alberto Agnelli. Museo, http://wrww museopiaggio. it museo html; Museo Piaggio —
Giovanni Alberto Agnelli, Collezione, hitp://www.museopiaggio.it/collezone html: Museo Piaggio — Giovamni Alberto
Agnelli, Collezions, Collezione Vespa. htip:/fwww museopiaggio.it/collezionevespa/collezionevespa html: Museo
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cultural events promoted by the institution®™. There is also a sectwn dedicated to the “Fondazione
anggxo oﬁnng a short illustration of its origin and its aims®*, with detailed information on the
Historical Archxves composed of 13 fonds for a total amount ofmore than 150.000 documents and
3.700 records®™ as well as a reference to its publications with particular attention to the “Quademi™
of the Foundation® . Finally. i is necessary to mention the official site of “Vespa™, with a history of
the scooter. a collection of the company s main advertising camgmgns and an extremely interesting
catalogue produced for the 60 anniversary of this motor vehicle

Another company, “Officine Nazxonah di Savigliano™ in Tnun, which was also the subject
of a report during the conference mSpoleto . although 1t has a significant history in railways and in

Piaggio - Giovanni Alberto Agmelli, Collezione, Collezione Gilera,
htip://www.museopiaggoat/collezionegilera/collezioneglera html; Museo Piaggio — Giovammi Alberto Agmelli.
Collszione, Collszione Piaggio, http: //www.museopugglo it/collezionepiaggio/collezionepiagzio html In the first page
dedicated to the collechion it 15 underlined that “ the Plagmio Museum was created to preserve and valonze an
extraordmary histonical memory and aims to recount the history of the company and. through this, the development of
the Italian mdustry, economy and society, showing Piaggio's most famous and emblematic products. Extracrdmmary
objects that lead through all its parts. The permanent exhibifion displays many items of brands like Piaggio, Vespa and
Gilera. The Collection mcludes more than one undred models of vehicles, engines and mechamical components.
Among them there are several rare objects produced for special occasions, such as models Gilera ar Vespa for speed
records or special acqusitions, such as the Vespa autographed by Salvador Dali. On these pages. it 1s possible to vimit a
limited selection of preshzious models of the Museum™.

52 See Museo Piaggio — Giovarmi Alberto Agnelli, Eventi, hitp://www.museopiaggio.it/eventi html

% See Museo Piaggio — Giovanmi Alberto Agnelli. Fondazione Piaggio. http://www museopiaggio it/ fondazione html.
 “In 1994, as part of a project for the reconstruction of Piagzio’s history and the valorization of the company’s
histonical memory , the Foundation was created m accordance wath the wishes of the young Chanman Giovanni Alberto
Apnelli Ennco Rossi —Pontedera Major — and Gino Numes — Chairman of Pisa Province Piagzio, Pontedera
Municipality and Pisa Province are the three founding members of the Foundation. It was created m order to valonze
the relationship between company and culture, company and temitory and it has an anmual program It 15 a point of
reference in the local and national debate on curent themes (...) as the research on technological innovation, the
reconstruchion of the industnal relations from the end of the 18005 up to now. the most complex and specific problems
regarding Ewropean mtegraton (...)" (Museo Piaggio — Giovanmi Alberto Agnelli, Fondazione Piaggio,
http:/www.nmseomaggo.at/fondazone html).

%  See Museo Piaggic - Giovarmi Alberto Agmelli, Fondazione Piaggio. Archivie Storico,
http:/www.nmseopaggoat/archuivio html: Museo Piaggio — Giovanni Alberto Agnelli, Fondazione Piaggio, Archivio
Storico, Fondi Archivistici, hitp://erww.museopiaggio.at/fondiarchivistici html. In this last page: “ The first project of
Pnggtoannedattherecovayofthemamﬂhstumalmmayofﬂucompmy In 1993, the Pragzio Historical
Archives was created In the last ten years, 150.000 records of the 13 fonds coming from Pontedera and Genoa have
been sorted and catalogued™. It's a collection of 4.000 files, preserving the testimonies of the corporate activity in all its
aspects. The archrves preserves the paper records for many fields: commercial, accounting, financial and productive.
Moreover, there 15 2 collection of sketches, drawmgs. photographs. films and ads, from the 1930s until now. Far a total
statement of the archives and the mmseum see T. Fanfam  Una leggenda verso il futwro. I centodisci anmi di storia della
Piaggio. Pisa. Piagzio Veicoli Europel, 1994; T. Fanfani Le imprese € il “valore immateriale” della cultura Museo ed
archivio storvico in un caso aziendale. in Alla scoperta delle carte. Gli archivi d impresa in Italia, Ath della Conferenza
vol. I, Pontedera, Fondazione Piaggio. 2003; T. Fanfam I Musei d'impresa in Italia, m Il Museo Piaggio, Milano,
Tourmg Club Itzha, 2003; T. Fanfam. La Vespa al Museo, m “Millenovecento”, n. 1, 2003; T. Fanfami. Un museo per
sognare - Collezioni Piaggio Vespa Gileva, Piza, Pacim Editore, 2005.

%  See Musso Piaggio - Giovanmi Alberto  Agmellii, Fondazione Piaggio. Pubblicazioni,
h.ﬁp ! ferww. mmseopiaggo.it’editoria html,
See Vespa Official Web Site, AmoVespa, Vespa Story,

htip:/fwww.it.vespa.com/it_IT/amo_vespa‘vespa_story/default.aspx; Vespa Official Web Site, AmoVespa, Vespa Story,
Vespa Adv, http:.’/www.itw_spa.comfit_lT!amo_vspaNespa_mf\spa_stay_adv.aspx; Vespa Official Web Site,
AmoVespa, 00 anni Vespa, hitp://wrww.it vespa.com/it_IT/amo_vespa/60_anm_vespa/default.aspx.

“ This is the Conference on “Archivi d’impresa: stato dell’arte e controversie” promoted by the Societa Italiana degli
Storic1 dell’Economia (SISE) in cooperation wath the Istituto per la Cultwra e la Storia d'Impresa “Franco Momighano™
(ICSIM). which tock place on 11th November 2006 at Chuostro di San Nicolo in Spoleto.
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other ﬁelds@, and an extensive archives, has only a few indirect ° references on the Net. Its
patrimony is yet to be digitalized. Another different evaluation must be made for the websites of the
municipal companies. which have another type of content and are vary greatly from one another in
their areas of activity (electricity gas. water, transportation. urban samitation milk); these sites
include a variety of experiences, with general re&rences to the history and evolution of each
company, usually of straightforward mformative value”!

The website of the “Fondazione Istituto Intemazwmle di Storia Economica F. Datini”
wh:chwas discussed during the conference in Spoleto in reference to the archives of the memhant
of Prato”, has many resources for scholars and is extremely detailed. In particular, the digitalized
images of the iconographic database, the catalogue of the library and online volumes. the indexes of
the journals and the newsletter stand out as extremely important and useful online ‘sources’". The

 In the 1880 deed of incorporation, there was a specification that the “Officine Nazionali di Savigliano” company’s
activity regarded the “bwlding and repairing of railway matenals, metal bridges, canopies, mechanical. electrical and
aeronaufical constructions and wood manufacturmg.” (Torino 1938/45 — La citta delle fabbriche. Societa Nazionale
(o)ﬁime Savigliano. htip://www.istoreto. it museo_lab'to38-45_industna’schede/officme savigliano htm) .

Y Faexamplgmaddnmtothemhmemammedmﬂxepawm footnote, we refer to a document entitled “Rapports
du jury imternational de 'exposition universelle de 19007, mn the part dedicated to the means of transportation, showing
the main charactenstics and the charts of some trains built by the Tunn company (see Le Conservatoire numeérique des
Arts & Metiers, Exposition universelle internationale de 1000 a Paris. Rapports du jwy intemational,
http://coum cnam f/CGI/fpage.cgi?8XAES70.3/3/100/598/0564/0568,

http://coum enam &/CGl/fpage cgi?8XAES70.3/80/100/598/0564/0568,

http://coum cnam f/CGl/fpage cgi?8XAES70.3/81/100/5980564/0568,

htip://coum enam £/CGl/fpage cg1 78X AES70.3/82/100/5980564/0568,

hitp://coum cnam f/CGI/fpage cgi?SXAES70.3/124/100/598/0564/0368,

http://cnum cnam f/CGl/fpage.cg1 78X AES70.3/125/100/598/0564/0568).

"' As far as this is concemed. it's impartant to mention some of these websites a5 examples and with no distinctions as
to ther activities, refermng directly to the pages dedicated to the history of the compamies: AEM,

http:/f'www.aem it home/cms/aem sruppo/chisiamo/storia html; Gruppo ASM.
http:/fwww.asm brescia it/ ASMBrescia/it/Il_Gruppo/Stona‘index himl; ACEA,
http:/‘www.aceaspa it’'pagine’ ACEA_ 70.asp; AEM Cremona, htip://www.aemcremona it/index aspx?m=53&did=36;
AEM Torino, bttp:/‘www. gruppo-inde it/storia_aem asp: Toscanagas,
http:/‘www.toscanagas.it’pag_chisiamo/stonia aspTmenu=chisiamo; Fiorentinagas,

hitp:/‘www.fiorentinagas it/default asp?=52&0=125; AMGA, hitp://'www.gruppo-iride.it'storia_amga asp; Gruppo
Hera, htip://www.gruppohera it'bologna/7sub=3&1d=2: Napoletanagas, http://www.napoletanagas it/Stona htm:
Amgas, http://www.amgasban it Default. asp71d=21; Salerno Energia,
htip:/fwww.salemoenerzia it'web_new'web’ home dmamico.cfm?cx=contenuti/salemoenersia_cenmistonics;

Acquedotto Pugliese, hitp://www.aqp.it'portal’page? pagemid=33,187523& _dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL; ARIN,
http://www.ann na it/index php7id_page=27; AMAP, hitp://www.amap.it/stornal .asp; SMAT.
http:/wwww.smatonno it/area_1stituzionale?id=3; ATM Milano, http://www.atm-mu i ATM/Aznenda/T a+stona’; AMT
Verona, http:/ferww. amtw'a.na:lda.’stauhnn, AMT Gmam hitp://www.amt genova.it/azienda’stonaasp; ATC
Bologna,  htip/fwww.atc bo.it/CMS_Software XMI Engine asp’md=08&p=015944%088&I=IT; ATAF Firenze,
http:/‘www.ataf net Template/Contenuto. aspx7I N=it-IT&a1dC=116; ATAC Roma,
htip:/‘www.atac roma.it/chisiamo/stona.aspTi=348&p=33; ANM Napoli, hitp://www.anm it'default php?ids=4&; CTP
Napoli, htip://www.ctpnit'pagina.asp?ID=1; ACTV Venezia. http://'www.actv.it/azienda php’pagma=stana; CTM

Cagliari, http://www.ctmeaghian it/staria_ mﬂxp Ama Roma,
hitp:/‘www. amaroma it'web/web2004/home_cfm?content=chisiamo/stona; Gnppo Hera,
http:/f'www. gruppohera.it’bologna/ 7sub=381d=3; Cantrale del Latte di AMilano,

http:/f'www.centralelattermlanoat/fr_stampa htm: Mukki — Cenmrale del Latte di Firenze, Pistoia & Livomno,
http:/fwww.nmkks t'mukki'm?id_sezione=28ad_categona=36; Cenmrale del Latts di Brascia, http://www.centralelatte-
hma.xt/ﬂm’md@ATsvmmmdex&m#m Centrale del Inms di Salerno,
http:/www.centralelatte sa it/articolo.asp7ID Articolo=2.

2 Cfr. Fondazione Ltituto Internazionale di Storia Economica “F. Datini . http://werw.istitutodatin it'.

* Cfr. Archivio di Stato di Prato, Progetto Datini, http://www. archiviodistato. prato. it/datini/.

™ Cf. Fondazione Istituto Internazionale di Storia Ecomomica “F. Datini”, Banca-Dati Immagini,
hitp://www.istitutodatmi 1t/biblioimages/it'presenta htm: Fondazions Lstituto Internazionale di Stovia Economiica “F.



heart of the Foundation “the most mmportant international institution working in the field of
preindustrial economic lnstory” is found in the part dedicated to Francesco di Marco Datimni and
his archn&s”, even if it s collected elsewhere. Indeed, the “Progetto Datini”, the ambitious
initiative dedicated to the digitalization of the collection of letters (1364-1411) and to the
achievement of a database including the corporate account books (1363- 1416) was developed by
the institution where all the records are kept: the Pmto State Archives. The relative website, in
addition to a description of the preserved archival fonds’® . provides a history of the project, detailed
news about the creauon of a data and mmages archives and of a computerized database of the
published letters . It also contains the link to the Paﬁf dedicated to the online consultation of the
Datini collection of letters, in an experimental version
An equally important digitalized source is the archives “Mediceo avanti il Principato™,

competently planned and realized by Francesca Klein as an initiative of the Florence State
Archives. which “includes the records of the Medici family archives from the 14% century to the
half of the 16%, the period before the investiture of Cosimo dei Medici as Duke of Florence
(1537) ! The complete digital reproduction of these fonds aims at putting the archives “at the
disposal of users all around the world™ in order to “simplify the development of historical studies

Dativi ”, Banca-Dati Immagini, Maschera di Ricerca. http: /fwww.xshuxtodzum.nfhbho’mga/xﬂdam' Fondazione
ILstituto Intermazionals di Storia Ecomomica "F. Datini”, Catalogo, http://catalogo.po-net prato.it/dat/campi him;
Fondazione Lstituto Internazionale di Snona Economica 3 Datini ”, E-Book,
http:/vww.istitutodatmi it'ebookhome htm: Fondazione Istituto Intermazionale di Storia Economica “F. Datini " .
Pubblicazioni, hitp:/fwww.istitutodatini it/collane’home htm: Fondazione Ltituto Internazionale di Storia Economica
“F. Datini”, Biblioteca, Volumi in Linea, http://www.istitutodatmi it/bibhio/htm/volumi btm; Fondazione Istituto
Internazionale di Storia Economica "F. Datini”, Indici delle Rivists,
http:/fwww.istitutodatmi it'bibhoristehome htm: Fondazions Ltituto Internazionale di Stovia Ecomomica “F.
Datini ', Notiziario, http-/'www.istittodatini it'notizhome htm

= Fondaaons Lamto  Internazionals di  Stovia  Economica “F. Datim”, Chi siamo.
http:/www.isttutodatini it/generhome htm  In this page, it 15 stated that the Insttute “was set up in 1967byFedengo
Melis, Fernand Braudel and an mmportant group of scholars who made up the first scientific committee™ and that “its
prmcipal am was to smooth the way towards an international dimension of histaric culture, facilitating the companson
among various research methods as well as supporting the traming of young scholars™.

 Cfr. Fondazione Istituto Internazionale di Stovia Ecomomica “F. Datini”, Scheds, Francesco di Marco Datini.
http:/fwww.1stitutodatmi it/schede/datimhome hitm.

" As indicated in the website of Prato State Archives: “The Progetto Datini had two main objectives: the creation of a
datza and mmages archives through the dizmtahzation of the entwre collechon of letters preserved in the Francesco di
Marco Datini archrves (approxamately 150.000 letters) and the creation of a datzbase with all the descriptive data
regardmg the entire Datimi archrves (collection of letters and account books); The creation of a textual database with the
3000 published letters preserved m the arcdhuves” (drchivic di Stato di  Prato, Progetto Datini,
http:/’www.archiviodistato.prato.it/datim).

® Cf. Archivio di Stato di Prato, Fondi archivistici comservati, Archivi di famiglie o persoms. Datini.
http:/fwww.archiviodistato.prato.it/fondi/far z'home htm#datim.

¥ Cf. Archivio di Stato di Prato, Progetto Datini, Archivio mmmerico di dati e immagini.
htip://www.archiviodistato. prato.it/datim/'p L ’home htm; drchivio di Stato di Prato, Progetto Datini, Banca dati tsstuale
informatizzata delle lsttere edite, http:/fwww.archniodistato prato.it/datmi’p 2 home htm

' C&. Archivio di Stato di Prato, Archivio Datini. Corpus lemmmatizzate del cartsggio Datini,
http://aspweb.ovi cor. it/ (qniidvrysaxeymS 3 g2tzdwd 5)/'CatForm01 . aspx.

4 Archivio di Stato di Fienze, Progetto Mediceo avanti il Principato.
http:/fwww.archiviodistato. firenze itrMap/mndex html. On the same page, it 15 underimed that the archives contains
collections of private letters and records commg from the Banco det Medici and that “This project of the State Archives
gave burth to the creation of a database of images (color) of the entire fond, made up of 165 archival wits defined as
files of letters, mstallments or enfire registers all defined as records™.
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and. at the same time_ preserve the extremely precious original records™ ™. In addition to the high
quality of reproduction of the records (about the economic. commercial and financial activities of
the Medici family). other strong points are the versatility of the research mstruments and the digital
reproductions .which can be enlarged moved and rotated, thus allowing a better consultation of the
records than of the ongmals Moreover. through this fond. it is possible to access the code
“Acquisti e Doni™, comammg 28 letters to Cosimo il Vecchio, available at the Florence State
Archives in digital format®*

There are other sxgmﬂcant examples of electronic sources for business history. similar in
quality and contents to the archives presented during the conference m Spoleto. First of all, the
Dalmine Foundation Historical Archives, made up of five different sections (records, photographs,
architecture drawings, audiovisual and historical library), collecting the “patrimony of records
produced or recerved by the company and its subsidiaries since 1906, when the company was set
vp. The archives gives testimonies of Dalmine’s business history. its technologx:al and
organizational evolution and its interactions with the territory and the comnmmty . The websxte of
the Foundation®™, in addition to an oné iconographic selection. named “face to face™’ and a
section dedicated to its many activities™ . mncludes an area dedicated to the Historical Archives and
its computerized inventory, regarding “the Sections Records and Photographs. The site provides,
along with an analytic description of the documentatlon. its total reordering. when possible,
accordmng to the original organization of the records™™. The online consultation of the sections and
thosesenesmventonedoptonowxscaxmdommtwoways searching through indexes or else, a
free research™’, that allows the user to access accurate analytical files of the single archival units.
Furthermore, it is worth mentioning the online availability — through a gallery of images of the
factory and the company town®’ — of the corporate photographic patrimony. composed of 15.000
images from the 1920s to the 1980s”. The virtual tour is extremely useful and u:tezestmg93

- Archivio di Stato di Fienze, Mediceo avanti il Principato,
hitp:/www.archiviodistato. firenze it‘nuovosito/index. php?id=71.

% See Archivio di Stato di Fiemze. Mesdiceo avanti il Principato, Ricerca su Imventario,
http://www.archiviodistato. firenze 1trMap/VisRicInv html; drchivio di Stato di Fienze, Madiceo avanti il Principato.
Ricerca su Filza, http-//werw.archiviodistato. firenze 1t/rMap/VisRicFil html

34 See Archivio di Stato di Fienze, Acquisti e Doni, http://wrww.archiviodistato. firenze 1t/ Aed/mndex htm.

* Fondazione Dalmine, Archivio Storico, http://fondazione dalmine it/archivio/archivio.asp.

% See Fondazione Dalmine. hitp/www fondazione dalmine it/.

* See Fondazione Dalmine, Album Virtuale, hitp//fondazione dalmine it'album_virtuale/idex html. In this mteractive
section of the website, there are some 300 1mages commg from the Photographic Archives of Dalmine Foundation
allowing visitors to reconstruct one century of the company’s history.

%% See Fondazione Dalmine, Amivita, htip-//fondazione dalmine it/attivita/attivita.asp. As written on this page of the
website: “The Damine Foundation promotes activities of study. research, raming and dissemination of business history
and culture, of technology history and orgamzation, of social history, of industrial archaeology. All the areas of activity
aim at valonzing the patnmony of records preserved by the Historical Archives of the Foundation, through projects of
partnership with other mstitutes of research, preservation and trammng ™ This section of the website contams the
publications and, in particular, the “Quaderni della Fondazione Damime™, 2 senes of monographic studies on themes
Imked to industnal hstory and culture. Furthermore, 1t gives a general picture of the Foundation’s courses, mtemships,
tutorng for dissertations and. in particular, for semmars on driverse topics: business archives and archuval actmaty,
valonzation of the historical patnmony of the company, sources for contempaorary industnal history. photography as a
source for mdustmal history.

% Fondazione Dalmine, Archivio Storico, http://fondazione dalmine it/archivio/archivio.asp.

% See Fondazions Dalmins, Archivio Stovico, Ricerca on line, http-//fondazione dalmine it/archivio/RicercaOnLine asp.
"' See Fondazions Dalmine, Archivio Storico, Archivio Fotografico. Galleria Immagini,
http://fondazone dalmme 1t'archivio/ArchivioF otograficoFrame asp.

" See Fondazions Dalmine, Archivie Stovico, Archivio Fotografico, hitp://fondazione dalmine it/archivia/foto.asp.

% See Fondazione Dalmine, Virtual Towr, http-//fondazione.dalmine it‘panlink/pagconten htm]
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The Emi portal contains some valuable resources as a shon but effective history of the oil
company and its brand”*, or the area dedicated to Enrico Mattei" that gmndes a schedule of events,
information and the legal examination for the centenary of his burth™. a b:ography a chronology
and a blbhogmph)’ However the most relevant part of the website is that dedicated to the
Historical Archives. a priceless source for the study of Italian (and international) economic history
oft]:elastt:em'm'y’oa where one ﬁndstb section of records, with reproductions of the originals, a
dnus:on aocordmg to specific fonds™, and a graphic reconstruction of the structure of the record
fonds'™

» See Eni SpA., La Compagmia, La Nostra Storia.,

http:/fwww.eni. it/eni/mtemnal do”layout=la_compagmafamselected=lc_1_archivio_storicofcchannelld=
1073755885hnm=ﬁlse&mmmd=open3yld&mmpunm=lc 1_archivio_stonico&lang=it: Ewi SpAd., La
Compagnia, Nostra Storia, La Storia di Emi e dsl Marchio,

hﬂp/&rwwenxnfaw&ealhognmdoﬂayunda_mpagnn&pmgaml\bmedc _le_tappefmmselected=lc_1_la_stona
_dell em e del marchiofchannelld=-

1073754605 &omenu=falseSamncommand=openByld&mnparam=lc_1_la_stona dell em e del marchiofdang=it; Eni

SpA. La Compagnia, La Noswa Storia, La Storia di "Eni e del Marchio, Storia del Marchio,

http: ’fwwwm.xt/eny‘imauldo"hjm—h compagna&amselede@lc 2_stonia_del marchiofchammelld=

107375461 3&menu=false& ommand=ope:

% See Eni SpA. IaConpagma.LaNomavam IaSronadrEmedd.Mamhm Enrico Mattei,

http: ’Mwwm;ﬂm&nnumldo’h)urh canpagnn&mnsebctecblc 2_ennico_matteifechannelld=-

10737 Somes X ' pel d&mnparam lc__mmmMmELM&mddMsmg,
ﬂ:grebahnktod:endeo "EnncoMattex,lastona

% See Centenario Enrico Mattei, Il futuro é di chi lo sa immaginars, htip://wrww.eni it/cultura-energia/mdex htm

" See Centenario Enrico Marm Il funoo & di chi lo sa immaginare, Biogrgfia. http://www.em. it/cultura-
energia’ita’enrico_mattel_biogr_ita htm; Centenario Emrico Mattei, Il futwro & di chi lo sa immaginare, L 'Eni di Mattei,

hitp://www.eny it/cultura-energia/ita’enrico_matter_cronolog_ita htm: Cemtenario Enrico Mantei, 1l futiro é di chi lo sa
xmmgmare Bibliogrgfia, hitp://www.eni.it/cultura-energia/fita’ennco_mattes bibliograf ita htm.

See Eni SpA, La Compagnia, La Nostra Storia.
http: /v‘wwwenzt/emﬁmemzldo"]zyun—h canpagnahnse]ecte#k 1 archww stalco&chmneﬂd=
Aspomtedoutmﬂmwebage_ "'!."manduscanpmes hstorytslmgstandmgandlsmmwgalpaxtofﬁehlvs
development. With this understanding, Eni collects and preserves different matenals that tell our past. Records, images,
films, finds and obyjects facilitate the study of the history of mdustral energy from the beginning of last century to the
present: the years of autarchy, the period after the Second World War, the economic boom, the energy cnsis, and the
reahzahon of the large mfrastructures for energy transport™

See Eni SpA, La Compagmia, La Nostra Storia, Documenti,
http:/fwww.ent it/eni/mternal do?RID=a) 2x0Ix|07xotdem Wopk&ecatld=-
1610634559&entTypeld=1004&portalld=0&lang=1t; Eni Sp.4, La Compagnia, La Nostra Stovia, Documenti, Fondo
Eni Corporale.
http: /fwwwenit/mﬁmemzldo"lzyurh canpagna&:nse]ected:lc 3_fondo_emi_corporatefechannelld=-
16106346668mme - & aram=lc_3_fondo_eni_corparateflang=t;, Emi SpAd. La
Compagnia, La Naﬂra Stona, Documenti, Fondo Exploration & Production,
http://www.ent it/entinternal do7layvout=la_compagniaSomnselected=lc_3_fondo_ep&channelld=-
1610634667€mmu=ﬁlse&zmmommi=open3yld&nnpnnm=lc_3_ﬁndo ep&]zngqt; Eni SpA.. La Compagnia,
La Nostra Documenti, Fondo & Power,
http: ffwwwem.tt’enx’inhanaldo"h)m—h eanpagmaﬁmnselecte#lc 3_fondo _gp&chznnelld—

1610634668 &menu=falseSmmncom ]

La Nostra Smm Documsmi, Fondo Rqﬁmng & .Mavi'amg
http: ’n‘wwwmx.m‘m&nnunal.do"h)urh canngma&amsehctecblc 3_fondo_rm&channelld=

1610634669 &menu=falseSomn: pel déannparam=lc 3 ﬁlldﬂ nn&lzng=lt; Eni SPJ!. La CO!W'IW
La Nostra Stona, Documenti, Fondo Archivi aggregati,
http://www.eni.it/eni‘mternal do?layout=la_compagnia&mmnselected=lc_3_archivi_agzgregatifcchannelld=
1610634664&mam=false&xmcommd=open3yld&mnpanm=lc 3_archna aggregu&hngqr Eni SpA. La
Compagnia, Nostra Stovia, Document, Archivi personali,
hitp: ’fwwwmxt’m&nmddo’hyun-h compagmadamselected=lc_3 xchxn _personah&channelld=-
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In this part of the site. once also finds the(gages of the Historical Photographic Archives
with an iconographic exhibition organized m series” . and those of the Audiovisual Archives with a
list of the films and audio materials of the company 12 . The portal also provides information about

1610634665 &anenu=false&rmncommand=openByld&mnparam=lc_3_archii_personali&lanz=it. In the first of these
pages, 1t 15 stated that: “The records collected in the headquarters of the Historical Archives in Pomezia 15 the result of
long term research and selection begun m the 1990s. Eni commts itself to secure all the records of the companies
recerved during the years of the Corporation and to reorder all the documentation. It was necessary to examme all the
offices, the repositaries, the dismantled plants m order to acquare the exasting historical patrimony, select it and collect it
1n one single place of preservation. In this way it was possible to preserve not only the records linked to the history of
the Ente Nazionale Idrocarbun, but also those regarding the companies set up at the begmnimg of the century and Imked
to the research. production or commercialization of oil products:. as well as records reorganized by Eni from other
fields when the company was part of the system of Partecipaziom Statah. For this reason. the Em Histonical Archives is
a point of reference for the people who wish to understand the ongins and development of the Itaban ol mdustry;
mchiding the company’s organization and how 1t conducted business from the time it was set up m 1953 as a State -
owned company. The records of the Historical Archives m Pomezia are descnibed analytically, wath specific software,
kept n contamers In an environment where temperatire and humidity are constantly controlled At regular intervals, the
deposit Archrves gives the Historical Archives the records no longer m use, thereby increasing the historical corparate
?atnmmv Al records more than 30 years old can be consulted ™

See Eni Sp.A.. La Compagnia, La Nostra Storia, Documenti, Struttura dei fondi documentali dell "Archivio storico

Emi SpA, http/) "www eni it'en1/mternal do7RID=a2=mDU|07xoidcmWopk &ecatld=-
1610634559&cn.tTypeId=1004&pornIId=0&l
See Eni SpA., La Coquqgnia, La Nostra Storia, Fotografie.

htitp://www.entit’en1 internal do?layout=1a_compagma&mmnselected=lc_2_fotografiefchannelld=-
16106346708menu=false&mncommand=openByld&mnparam=lc_2 fotografie&lang=t. This page of the website
states: “The Emi Photographic Historical Archrves has 50 thousand black and white and color photographs, 200
thousand shides, 30 thousand negatives of various formats and types dating back to the past century. It 15 an extremely
valuable photographic patrimony because of its contents, the authors and the photographic studios (...). The abundant
assets of this photographic fond cover the history of Ent and many companies through a patrimony whose information
can be easily found As for other kinds of records such as film. a photograph zives information that goes beyond the
simple mage (...) The filing of the material of the archives 15 camed out with the software used for all the records of
the historical archrves and with a specific photographic file created according to Internatianal descniptrve standards. The
file serves to find mformation about the mage. links to the records archives and the cinema archrves or to see a preview
of the most important mmages of the senes. ThePhotog:phmI‘ﬁstoncalArdmuwassetumeeh‘ux‘y"OOS after
having created the perfect condiions for the preservation in Pomezia “. Moreover, see Emi Sp.Ad.. La Compagnia. La
Nostra Storia, Fotografie. Archivio Foto e Storia,
http:/www.enyit/ent/mternal do?RID=@ 2xmCe|0?xoidemWopk&catld=-
1610634437&cnt'l'ype1d=10048q)odzﬂd=0&lang-it Eni Sp.A, La Compagnia, La Nostra Storia, Fotografie. Serie
hitp:/fwwrw.em it'ent’'mternal do?layout=la_ canpagnn&mnseleched=lc 3_sene_agmp&channelld=-
1610634671&mum=false&nmcomnznd=openﬂyld&mnpam=lc 3_sene_agip&lang=it; Emi SpA. La Compagnia.
La Nostra Storia, Fotografie, Serie Anmic,
http://www.ent it'emi interal do?layout=1a_compagma&amselected=lc_3_sene amc&channelld=-
1610634672 8menu=false&mncommand=openByld&mnparam=lc_3_sene_amc&lang=at; Emi SpA, La Compagnia,
La Nostra Storia, Fotogmﬁc Seris Em,
http://www.en it'eminternal do?layout=la_compagma&mmselected=lc_3_sene_em&channelld=-
1610634673 &menv=falseSomncommand=openByld&mnparam=lc_3_sene em&lang=it: Emi Sp.A., La Compagnia, La
Nostra Storia, Fotografie. " Serie Enrico Martei,
http:/’www.entit/ent intemal do?layout=la_compagnia&amnselected=lc_3_sene ennco_mattei&channelld=
1610634674&mm=lese&nmcmnznd=opa13yld&xmparm=lc 3_sene_ennco_mattei&lang=it; Emi SpAd. La
Compagnia, La Nostra Fologrqﬁe Serie Snam,
http:/fwww. mnt’mu‘intanaldo'.’lzyunt-!z_canpagna8umse]ected=lc_3_sene_snzmé’achannelld=
161063467 5&menu=falsefrmncommand=openByld&mnparam=lc_3_sene_mam&lang=t.
¥a See Eni SpA, La Compagmia., La Nostra Storia, Audiovisivi,
htip:/fwww.em it'em‘mternal do?layout=la_compagma&amselected=lc_2_audiovisivifechannelld=-
1610634660 &menu=falseSomncommand=openByld&mnparam=lc_2_audionmn&lang=t This page of the website
points out that: “The Audiovisual Archrves collects all the cinema and wideo documentation in different formats
produced by Eni and the companies of the group. The matenal provides an overall idea of the company’s development.
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the opening of the Historical Archives and a presentation entitled “L’ Archivio storico. Fonti per lo
studio della storia energetica italiana™'®_ and a “Web TV” with many mteresting matenals about
Eni its history and its records'®. Fxmlly, together with further links regarding other subjects
(history. instruments. the archives tells and so on) there is a section dedicated to coxpomte
communication'®®. The “ITtalgas™ website presents a history of gas in Turin and Italy 7. with an

accurate description of gas producnon from the earliest stage of this conpany The section
dedicated to the Historical Archives is limited to a general illustration of the records and the

The documentanes, produced since the beginning of the 19505, grve an account of the choice of methane, the building
of methane pipelines, the technical work, . the work abroad. the search for oil in complex areas, the cohabitation and
cooperation with different ethnic groups. All of Ent’s hustory 1s told m the films — “signed” by famous or less important
directors — m which the world of energy 15 shown. In addition to this matenal there is a great deal of other audiovisual
matenial: adverts to launch Supercortemaggiore gasolme (...), audio records of Ennco Mattei's speeches, the 19503
newsreels and the most recent records of the shareholders’ meetings”. See Eni S.p.A . La Compagmia, La Nostra Storia,
Audiovisivi,  Film, htth/www mn/eu,’mtemal do?layout=la_compagma&mnselected=lc_3 ﬁhn&chmeﬂd=—
1610634661 Samenu=falsedrmncommand=0 déomparam=lc_3_film&lang=it;: Emi Sp.A, La Compagnia, La
Nostra Storia, Maw.snn Film, Archivio dei Film,
http:/fwww.ent it/em/internal do?RID=(a) 2x15h|07xo1dem Wopk&ecatld=-
16106345728&cntTypeld=1004&portalla=0&lang=it; Eni SpA.. La Compagnia. La Nostra Storia, Audiovisivi,
Materiali sonori,
http:/www.ent 1t/eny/internal do”layout=la_compagma&mnselected=lc_3_matenah sononé&channelld=-

1610634662 &menu=falsefmncommand=openByldfannparam=lc_3 matenali_sonon&lang=t; Enmi Spd, ILa
Compagnia, La Nostra Storia, Audiovisivi, Materiali sonori, Archivio audio,
http:/www.ent it/eniinternal do?RID=a) 2wfE|07xordem Wopk&catld=

1610634573 &cntTypeld=1004&portalld=0&lanz=it.

' See Centenario Enrico Mattei, Il futuro é di chi lo sa immaginare. La Memoria, Inaugurazions archivio storico.
http:/fwww. m.xt’cnhnn-a:zgn/na"mmna/pogamz archivio_ita htm; Centenario Enrico Mantei, Il futwro é di chi
lo sa immaginare, La Memoria, L'Archivio storico. Fonti per lo studio della storia emergstica italiana.,
hitp:/ fwww.en it/cultura-energia/ita‘'memona/maugwe_arch stor_itahtm In this last page. 1t 15 highlighted that: “In its
Pomeza headquarters, the archives holds about 45.000 folders of records m addition to other matenals such as
photographs, audiovisuals, technical drawings and objects. The records patrimony can be dated back to the first years of
the 20th century. when the core of Eni was first set up. Among the records that were ordered and descnbed there are
those created by Eni SpA from 1its begmnmg m 1953, dxoseofﬂ;eﬁxstcompanieswwh'nghhalyat&lebeginningof
the last century such as Agip. Amdamhanapeh'ohAIbm(A:pa), Societa petrohifera itahiana (Spi), Societa
naznonale metanodoth (Snam). all companies that merged wath Eni SpA. to mention some of the most significant

2

examples”.
mSeeCmmoEmcaL!atm Il futwro € di chi lo sa immaginare, Archivic Web IV, La Memoria.
http:/fwww.ent it/cultura-energia/ita'video/web_tv_archivio_memoria htm.
. See Eni SpA. La Conpagma La Nostra Storia, Billole di storia.
http:/www.ent 1t/eni internal do?RID=@2y51107xo1dcnWopk &catld=-
lU73755865&cntTypeId=1004&pottaH#0&lzng—n Eni SpA. La Compagmia, La Nostra Storia, Strumenti,
http:/fwww.ent it/eniinternal do?RID=a) 2y51{07xo1dcmWopk &catld=-
1073755865 &cntTypeld=1004&portalld=0&lang=1t; Emi S.p.4 . La Compagmia, La Nostra Storia, L "archivio racconta,
http:/www.ent it/eniinternal do?RID=a) "ySI'Id}O"xoidcmWopk&catId;
1073755865&cnt'1')peld=1004&ponaﬂ#0&1

See Eni SpA. I.a Compagnia. Comunicazions d Tmpresa.
http:/fwww.eni it'emimternal do?layout=la_compagmiadommselected=lc_1_conmmicazionefechannelld=-
10’7375627 1&mmu=false&nmcmnzndwpen3yld8mpanm=lc 1_commmicazione&lang=at.

See Italgas, La societa, Chi siamo, Storia del gas a Torino,
http:/www.italgas.athome_itzlgas/la+societa/chi+siamo/stona‘default htm: Jralgas, La societa. Chi siamo, La storia del
gar in Jtalia, http-//wwwatalgas ithome _italgas/la+societa’chi+siamo/stona’carting him

See Italgas, La societa, Chi siamo, La produzione del
http:/www.italgas. ithome mlgaaﬂmemfchw‘stam’pndnnmhm This page underlmes that “Italgas
Histoncal Archives contams the legal and official procedures. the admmistrative, organizational operational and
technical records of the Societa Italiana per 1l Gas and many other companies which were part of Italgas Group from the
18505 up to 1967, when Htalgas entered the system of the Partecipazion: Statali”.
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initiatives to preserve the company memory e . along with some news tegardmg the historic library.
gas precursors and a permanent exhibition of gas [industry-related] objects
Theportalof“Enel” 1s a brief, but well-organized history of the companymseded into a
general frame of reference!'’. The part dedicated to the “Giuseppe Cenzato™ Historical Archives is
extremely conpact and is limited to a description of the archival sources'””. However, the
“Epelikon” website'", tepresentmg ‘a common platibrm through which it is possible to access
various records and information in digital format™* . preserves a large quantity of high quality
contents'”® In fact, this website has a photographic section linking other photographic archives to
Enel’s iconographic database; a section dedicated to historical archives, which “started to collect the
digital reproduction of many records preserved in Naples™ archives stamng from the documentation
concering the first hydroelectric projects in the South of Italv” ; a section for the andiovisual
files with historical films produced by the main Italian electric groups. Historical archives collect
“records of more than 1.200 electric companies working before Enel’s nationalization from 1963,
divided into exﬁht ternitorial archives. currently accessible through a single system of inventory and
ptesentatwn Among these. the “Gmseppe Cenzato™ Historical Archives i Naples. which
“includes the necords for the Societa Meridionale di Elettricita (SME). the Ente Autonomo Volturmo

o See Italgas, La socista, Chi siamo, Archivio storico,
-/ fwww.italgas.ithome mlgayhﬁmm(chwmmdathx\m’deﬁukhm

"9 See Jtalgas. La societa, Chi  siamo, Archivio  storico, La  biblioteca  storica,

hﬂp:.".r‘www.Mgant'hme_mlgayhﬁsodmfchwmmdmm%%ﬁmam Ttalgas, La socista, Chi

siamo, Archivio storico, I precurson,
http:/ W, italgas.ithome nzlgaslla*-souetafchxﬁnmdzmhnmm’pmm ltalgas, La societa, Chi
siamo, Archivio storico, Gli del gas,

htip:/fwww.atalgasathome_italzasla+societa/chi+siamo/archivio+storicolt oggemgas.htm.

"' See FEmsl SpA., Azienda., Chi siamo. Storia, http//www.enel it'azienda/chi_siamo/storia/,
http://'www.enel it/azenda/chi_siamo/stona’62_92/, http://'www.enel it/azienda/chi_stamo/storia93_02/,
hitp://www.enel t/aznenda/chi_siamo/stona’02_06/.

" See Emel SpA. Amvitaa Novita ed eventi, Archivio, Sciemzati-Artisti.  Cenzato,
http://www.enel t/athvita/novita_eventi/archmio/scienziati_artisti/cenzato’. This page of the website states that “ the
Enel Historical Archives in Naples holds a large part of the Archives of Societa Mendionale di Eletmata (SME). This
company, dwectly or through some of its subsidianies and controlled companies, almost entirely managed the
production. the distribution and the commercialization of electric energy m all the South of Italy. The entire corporate
Life of this company are documented by the records of this archives™

'Y See Enelikon, hittp://www.enelikon it/kproc/index html

14 Enelikon, I progetto, Cos'e,
hitp:/fwww.enelikon 1t'tkon/h3 dll/atkon_magazine_mtFprogetto?zroup. x=Cos%27%e8. This page of the webste
states: “Enehkon wishes to broaden the circulation of matenals and records from temitonal and organizational contexts
far from each other, thus facilitating a wider knowdedgze of the difficulties regarding corparate life. Enelikon 15 a
window on the aclievements that describe the histary of the Itahan electnc company and the everyday activity of
?eople and structures that were leaders m the mdustnalization of our country™.

1* As underlined: “The working project plans the building (...) of a wider contents warehouse opened to internal and
external contnbutions. and the creation of new channels dedicated to «new media». as multimedia products. The aim of
this project 1s not only an increase of the contents; the main challenge 15 mn the ability to offer resources and mstruments
of management of the large records patnmomes produced and preserved by the company.” (Enelikon. Il progetto, Gli
sviluppi, http://www.enehikon it/tkon/h3.dll/atkon_magazine int/Fprogetto?zroup.x=Gli1%20s5viluppi).

"1 Enelikon, Il progetto. I contenuti,
http:/‘www.enelikon 1ttkon'h3 dll/aikon_magazine mtFprogetto?zroup.x=I%20contenufr.
ns Enelikon, Archivi storici, Mappa archivi,

http:/www.enehkon it'tkon/h3 dll/aitkon_storico_mt/fstoricotab_left x=1 modulo x=storico;sezione x=mappa The
temitorial archives are. “Giancarlo Vallari” Historical Archives m Turin, “Giuseppe Colombo™” Historical Archives n
Milan, “Nicolo Papadopoli Aldobrandmi™ Histonical Archives m Vemice, “Orso Mana Corbmo™ Historical Archives m
Rome, “Giuseppe Cenzato™ Historical Archives in Naples, “Angelo Omodeo™ Historical Archives in Caghan, “Emunco
Vismara™ Historical Arcuves m Palermo and “Piero Ginon Conti™ Histonical Archives m Florence.
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and the Societa Elettromcleare Nazionale™ ', is the only one to have an online link with the
mventory. a research system and some thematic itineraries'"”. The Photographic Archives is divided
into three parts, the Enel Archives (with the collections, thematu: itineraries and the new
acquisitions), the Fond Giulio Parisio and the Fond Larderello’®. The Audiovisual Archives
inchudes the Enel Archives and other historical fonds'>'. Moreover, the “Enelikon™ website has a
photographic gallery. a film club and a gazmem. Inside the Enel portal there are other
significant resources such as the video library, the editorial series “Cultura e industria™ — entwrely
downloadable -. some onlme journals such as “Emporion™. the fortnightly ma%zme of geo-
economy, the virtual visit to the plants and the itinerary of the electric landscapes Fmally it 1s
important to mention the website dedicated to the “Progetto geotermua™ with an interesting series of
multimedia resources on the history of this source of clean epergy. whose exploitation nerve center
1s m the boraciferous area of Larderello in Tuscany

The “Telecom™ website oﬁ'ers a wealth of mformatwn as well as reproductwns of finds
regarding the company’s lnstory >, made up above all by a detailed chronology , a collection of

" Enelikonm, Archivi storici, Napoli,
http://www.enelikon it'tkon'h3 dll/atkon_asena int'b07=ubcategory. x=gerarchia:modulo.x=storico;archivio. x=Napoli:ta
b leftx=2.

See Enelikon, Archivi storici, Napoli, Esplora,
http:/fwww.enehkon it'tkon'h3 dil/aikon_asena_int'b21423/d214237subcategory. x=gerarchia;modulo. x=storico;archma
o.x=Napoh;tab_left.x=2; Emhhm Archivi storici, Napoli, Ricerca,
http:/ www. enelikon it/ikon'h3 .dllaikon_asena_int/fitorico?subcategory x=Ricerca;archivio.x=Napoli;tab_left x=2:mo
dulo.x=storico; Enelikon, Archivi storici, Napoli, Percorsi tematici,
http:/‘www.enelikon it'tkon'h3 dll'atkon_asena int/fitonico?subcategory x=Percorsi%20tematici;archivio. x=Napolitab

left x=2:modulo x=storico.
. See Enelikon, Archivio fotografico, Archivio Enel,
http:/‘www.enelikon it'tkon'h3 dll/aikon_fienel mt/ffotografico?tab_left x=1:modulo x=fotografico; Enelikon, Archivio
Jotogrgfico. Fondo Parisio.
http:/‘www.enehikon it'tkonh3 dil'aitkon pansio_mt/fpan=aio?tab_left x=2 modulo.x=fotografico; Enelikon, Archivio
Jotografico, Fondo Larderello,
http:/fwww.enehkon it'tkonh3 dil/aikon_larderello_mnt/flarderello?tab_left x=3:modulo.x=fotografico;subcategory.x=fo
ndo%20Larderello.

e See Enelikon, Archivio Audiovisivi. Archivio Enel,
http:/fwww.enehikon 1ttkon/h3 dll/atkon_cinenel mt/faudiovideo?tzb_left x=1 modulo. x=audiovideo;subcategory.x=Ar
chivio%20Enel; Enelikon, Archivio Audiovisivi, Fondi Storici,
http://www.enelikon it'tkon'h3 dllatkon_cinenel int'fandiovidec?tab lg&x—Z;nodnlo x=audiovideo:subcategory.x=Fo

nd;'/-20$tmc:.

See Enelikon, Galleria Jotografica,
hitp:/"www.enelikon 1t'tkon’h3 dll'atkon_gallena mt/fzallena?ab left. x=1;modulo x=gallena;zroup x=gallena:
Enelikon, Cineclub,
http:/fwww.enehikon ittkon/h3 dll/atkon_cineclub_mt/fomeclub?tab_left x=1;modulox=cmeciub:group. x=cmechib;dati

;)Embkon Magazine, hitp: /fwww.enelikon it ikon/h3.dll/akon _magazme int'fmagazine’zroup.x=editonall.
'Y See Enel SpA.. Amivita, Education, Videotsca. hitp://www.enel it/attivita’education/videotecal; Ensl SpA.
Biblioenel, Cultura e Industria, hitp://www.enel itbiblicensl/cultwramdustna/culturamdustria asp; Enel Sp.A,
EnelMagazine, Emporion - Quindicinale online di geosconomia, http-//magazine enel t/'emporion/; Enel SpA.. Visita
alle Centrali. http://www.enel it/ VizitaCentrahhtml /; Enel SpA, Paesaggi Elsttrici,
http:/‘www.enel 1t/PaesagziEletmciHtml/default htm
'* See Enel S.p A., Geotermia. Cento anmi di energia pulita, bttp:/worw.enel it progettoGeotermia’.
il See  Tslecom  Jralia, 1Y Gruppe, La  nostra  storia,  bttp://www.telecomitahait/cz-
M’ﬁpanhmmh'q;’homdo?channdhgeﬂqmmdmiﬁay.jsp&chmdlh
8670&tabld=18&pazeTypeld=-8661 &I ANG=IT. This page of the website states that: “the Telecom Itaha Histoncal
Archives, created from the merger between the archives of Sip and Stet. 15 one of the biggest business archives in Italy
andeurq)e.Itcollectsandptsm’sthemdspaﬁmyofﬂxecompamswhmhmmmmunpmofﬂm
economic and mmdustrial history of our country”. In the website it 15 possible “to find useful information to better know
the history of the many companies which formed Telecom. It is a long path that began in the 19" century continues
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photogmphsl o gallery of historical images (lxands activities, operators, workms and technicians,
adverts, pubhshed material. plants, networks) . and a few “cult” videos'”. However, the most
significant part is that of the Historical Archives with a description of the recoxd and iconographic
soum&ssbtlr Library, the newspaper and periodical library, the audiovisuals and the mmseum
assets'". In addition, this area contains several pages of short historical reports linked to industrial

through all the 20" century until now. This path sheds light on the evolution of a strategic field of the Italian industry,
the one of telecommmumecations, which changed the hfe of the Italian people™.

%  See Tslecom Italia, Il Gruppo. La nastra storia, Cromologia, hitp//www.telecomitalia it/cgi-
bm/tiportale TIPortale/ep/browse do7channelPage=/ep/chanmel/default jsp&channelld=-9751 &tabld=1 &pageTypeld=-
8661 &LANG=IT.

127 See Telecom Tralia, I Gruppo, La nostra storia, Cult photos, http://www.telecomitabiait/czi-
bmm/tiportale TIPartale/ep/browse do?channelPage=/ep/chanmel/default jsp S&cchannelld=-12494&tabld=1&pageTypeld=
8661 &LANG=IT.

" See Telecom halia, I Gruppo, La nostra storia, Fotogallery, I marchi, http:/faww telecomitalia it/cgi-
bin‘tiportale/TTPortale’ep/browse do”channelPage=/ep/charmel/default jsp&channelld=-9444 &tabld=1 &pageTypeld=-
8661 &L ANG=IT; Telecom Italia, Il Gruppo. La nostra storia, Fotogallery, Le attivita, http:/'www.telecomitaha it/czi-
bm/tiportale TIPortale’ep/program View. dotabld=1&pageTypeld=866 1 &L ANG=IT &channelld=
9444&pogxm1d=lll$0&;rognmpage=fep@'ogzm/edmmaljsp, Telecom Italia, I Gruppo, La nostra storia,
Fotogallery, centraliniste, hitp/‘www.telecomitahia it/cz1-
bin/tiportale TIPortale’ Q“pongIN dotabld=1&pageTypeld=-866 1 &L ANG=IT&channelld=

9444 &programld=9455 &programPage=/ep/; Fogramfedmmal.}sp, Telecom Italia, I1 Gruppo, La nostra storia.,
Fotogallery, Operai tecnici, http:/foww. telet:amtzha.m’cgl-
bmm/tiportale/TIPortale’ep/programView. do’tahld=l&pageTypeId=8661&lANG=rT&chmeﬂd=
9444&pog1m1d=11151&p’ogmpage=»’q)/pmgam’edxtmal)sp, Telecom Italia, Il Gruppo. La nostra storia,
Fotogallery, pubblicita, http:/fwww.telecomutaha it/czi-
bmfupmahmaule’qx’pogm\ﬁew.do?tablbl&pageTypeI@-S“l&lANG=l'I'&4:hznnalId=

9444 &programId=94 58 &programPage=/ep/program/editonal jsp; Telecom Italia, I Gruppo, La nostra storia.
Fotogallery, Editoria, htip:/'www.telecomitalia it'cg-
bin/tiportale TIPortale’ep/program View. doMtabld=1&pageTypeld=-866 1 &L ANG=IT &channelld=
9444&!xogzzn1d=11154&pognmpage=lq>hogm editonial jsp; Telecom Italia, II Gruppo, La nostra storia,
Fotogallery, centrali, http://www.telecomitaha it'czi-
bmfhpatzle’ﬂ?atzle:’q;’progm\ﬁew do’tabld=1&pageTypeId=8661&lANG=lT &channelld=
9444&;rogzm1d=9457&wognmpaga=.’ep’yogmfe&tmaljsp, Telecom Italia, I Gruppo, La nostra storia.,
Fotogallery http-/fearw. telecotmtahut/cgz-
bm.’hpa‘tale’f[?a‘tz]e‘qa’pog:m\ﬁew do"tabld=l&page'fypeld=866 1&LANG=IT &channelld=

?24’44&yogr=mld=l 1153 &programPage=/ep/program/editonal jsp.

See Telecom Italia. I Gruppo, La mnostra storia, Cult movies, hitp://www telecomitaliait/cg-
bmn/tiportale TIPortale’ep/browse. do7channelPage=/ep/channel/default jsp&channelld=-9753 &tabld=1 &pageTypeld=-
8661 &LANG=IT.

% See Telecom Italia, Il Gruppo. La nostra storia, L 'Archivio stovico, Descrizions, hitp-//www.telecomitalia it/czi-
bm/tipartale TIPortale’ep/program View. do?tabld=1&pageTypeld=866 1 KL ANG=IT &charmmelld=—

9443 &programld=10936&programPage=/ep/program/editorial jsp. In the page dedicated to the desenphon of the
archives, it 15 underlmed that: “the Telecom Itaha Historical Archives, opened in Turin m 1998, (...) 15 an extraordmary
source for the study of the two largest network technologies of cur country: electricity and telephony. (...) The
consistency of the sections forming the archives zives a clear idea of 1ts mportance. The record archives 15 composed of
24 filed fonds, 18.000 archrval umits and other fonds yet to be filed The oldest records can be dated back to the end of
the 19th century, the most recent ones, at the begmning of Telecom The iconographic archives contams about 64.000
images. The mventoned part, divided m 26 fonds, collects zbout 20.000 mages (photo pnnts. negatives and shdes)
coming from the corporate journals «Cronache dal Gruppo» (Stet) and «Selezionando» (Stipel and Sip). The library
contains about 3000 vohmmes on Itzhian and foreign telecommunications history. The newspaper and periodical hibrary
preserves 38 corporate newspapers of companies Imked to the history of Sip, Stet and Telecom Italia, and about 450
newspapers of the fond ASCAI (Associazione per lo sviluppo delle comumicazioni azendahi in Italia ). The audiovisual
sechion owns films and corporate video on vanous formats (flm. Betacam VHS and others), concerming matenal for
the training of the personnel. business commmication and advertisements of products and servaces. The oldest records
date back to the period before the Second World War, while the most recent are contemporary. The mmseum assets
consist of more than 1800 objects, filed and put into a database that can be consulted as photographic records by users.
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lopmem13 ! A more complete description of Telecom Italia Historical Archives can be found on
its website'> with an explanatwn of how it was created, a large bibliography and the division of its
patrimony in four sections'>. The section dedicated to the records archives is the most detailed: it
inchudes a section dedicated to elettrico Sip”, another to the “Gruppo telefonico Stet-Sip™
and yet another to the joint archives™ . A detailed history of the telecommunications mdustry. from
the end of the 19% cenmrv uatil today. can be found in the area “L’Ttalia al telefono. Societa
imprese, tecnologe
In contrast. the axtistic-histodcal section of the “Pirelli” website, although it is part of the
“Archivi & Futuro™ project with Telecom and Olivetty is less developed in terms of electronic
sources, giving only a short history of the group and its traditional activity of tire production, as
well as a bnef account of the developnrnt of the company’s advertising and a photographic
archives"®. Further information and i images on the Pirelli Historical Archives can be found in the
portal of the virtual museum of histories through 1 images, the “WorldWideMetaMuseum™’. The
Association of Historical Archives Olivetti which “aims to organize the large records patrimony it
has been entrusted, and at valorizing it in Italy and abroad throu gh exhibitions, studies, publications.
conferences, meetings. and many other important initiatives™" . publishes a website known for its

They are telecommumication devices and equipment. from the plants to the selectors, from the meters to duplex baxes,
from the relays to the test benches, from public and private telephones to the workmg equipment™.

131 See Telecom Italia, I Gruppo, La nostra storia, L Archivio raccoma, http://www.telecomitalia it/czi-
bmn/tiportale/TIPartale’ep/browse. do?tabld=1&pageTypeld=-8661 LKL ANG=IT &chamelld=-

9752 &channel Page=/ep/channel/default jsp.

0 See Telecom Italia, L ‘Tralia al tddbm Archivio storico Telacom Italia,
http:/Ataliaaltelefono ahice it/archiiofindex html As mdicated in the first page of the website: “The iconographic and
textual records here reproduced come mamly from the Telecom Italia Histonical Archives, in whose newspaper and
peniodical hbrary and hibrary are preserved a large part of the sources that inspired this work™.

" See Telecom Italia. L'Tralia al telgfono. Archivio storico Telecom Italia, Il patrimomio culturale, L archivio
documentario, http:/1tahazltelefono.alice t/archivio’patimonio_cultwrale/archivio_documentario html: Telecom Italia,
L'Ttalia al telgfono, Archivio storico Telscom Italia, Il patrimomio cultwrale, L'archivic iconografico,
http:/italiaaltelefono ahice 1t/archivio’patnmonio_culturale/archivio_iconografico.html; Telecom Iralia, L'Ttakia al
telgfono, Arclivie storico Telscom Italia, 1l patrimomio culturale, La biblioteca e ['emeroteca.
http:/Ataliaaltelefono alice 1t/archivio’patnmonio_culturale/bibhioteca himl; Telecom Italia, L Tralia al telgfono, Archivio
storico Telscom Ttalia, n patrimonio culturale, I beni museali,
htip:/Atahaaltelefono. aheutf'a‘chwlo‘pammo culturale/ben1_pmseah html

'™ See Telecom Italia, L Tralia al telgfono, Archivio storico Telecom Italia. Il patrimonio culturale, L'archivio
documentario, Gruppo elsttrico Sip, http://itahiaaltelefono. ahce 1t/archivio’patimonio_culturale/zruppo_sip/mdex hitml:
Telecom Italia, L Ttalia al telgfono. Archivio storico Telecom Italia, Il patrimonio culturale, L archivio documentario,
Gruppo telefomico Stet-Sip, http://itahaaltelefono. alice it/archivio/patnmonio, _culturale/sruppo_stet_sip/imdex html;
Telecom Italia. L Ttalia al telgfono, Archivio storico Telscom Italia. Il patrimonio culturale. L archivio documentario.
Gli archivi aggregati, http: /'mhaakelefono.ahne_xt/archnm’paumo culturale/archma_aggregati/mdex html

"% See Telecom Ialia, L'halia a telsfono, L'Talia al telgfono. Societa impress, tecnologie.
http:/tahaaltelefono alice 1t/cover html.

1% See Pirelli, Gruppo. Storia, http://www it pirelli com/web/group/history/default page; Pirelli, Socista, Pirelli Tyre in
breve, Socista, Storia, http://www pirelli it‘web/company’about-pirelh-tyre/history/defauit. page; Pirelli, Media,
Comnmicazione, Pubblicita, http:/’www.it prrelh.com/web/'media/commumecation/advertising/default page;  Pirslli,
Media, Archivio Fotografico, http://www it pirelh. com/web/media/photogallery/default page.

Y7 See WWMM - WorldWideMetaMuseum, Musei, Archivio Storico delle Industrie Pirslli, Presentazione,

htip:/fwvww. wwmag&muafmseozsp’ptqecFO&nmseo 1d=57&content=&test=; WIALL -
WorldWideMetaMuseum, Musei, Archivio Storico delle Industrie Pirelli, Storie,
http:/www. wwmm. org/musei/museo.aspTproject=0&museo_1d=57&content=2&test=; WAL -

WorldWideMetaMuseum, Musei, Archivio Storico delle Industrie Pirelli, Inmmagini,
http:/fwarw. wwnm.ag}msev‘umseo asp"p'qect=0&nmseo 1d=57&content=3&test=.
¥ _issociazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, Chi siamo, http://www.arcoliv.org/chi_siamo html



commitment to the historical memory of the conpany139 The most developed part of the website is
dedicated to the archives and “divided mto several sections incliding books, photographs. journals.
advertising posters and other material™ . The main fields (the library. the newspaper and
periodical library, the video library, the photo library. the sound recording library, the advertisement
library, the ﬁmtly archives, the business archives and the personal profile fonds) are described
metlculously ! and in parucular the Olivetti Archives is reported in minute detail with a list of
fonds and their presentation 142 The website of the Adriano Olivetti Foundation also contributes to
the valorization of an extremely original economic and cultural expemencem

The Istituto Luce'® is further uvnique Italian experience that puts together historical
evolution and technological mnovations in the field of commnmcatm The Historical Archives of
the Istituto Luce has been completely developed online’® In fact, the Istituto website points out
that: “The Historical Archives of the Istituto Luce is the only archives in the world that makes its
patnimony freely available through the Net™*_ The website allows online research (stmple or
advanced, of the newsreels and documentaries) “giving access to about 100.000 files with personal
and content data of each record (from the documentaries to the single newsreel report); from these
descriptions it is possible to view the films in one of the provided formats™ ’_On the other pages,

1% Sea Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, hitp:/ fwww.arcoliv.org/.
' 4ssociazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, L ‘Archivio. hitp-/ fwww. arcoliv. org/archivio/archivio. html.
! See Associazions Archivio Storico Olivetti, L Archivio. La Biblioteca, hitp://www.arcoliv.org/archivio/biblio. html;
Associazione Archivio Storico Olivemi, L Amhmo L 'Emeroteca, hﬂp //www.arcoliv.org/archivio/emeroteca html;
Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, I. Archivio, La Cinevideoteca. http://www.arcoliv.org/archivio/cinevidec himi;
Associazione Archivio Storico Olivemti, L'Archivio, La Fototeca, http://www arcoliv.org/archiio/fototeca html;
Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, L 'Archivio, L ’Audioteca, htip://www.arcoliv.org/archivio/audioteca himi;
Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, L'Archivio, L'Eidoteca. bitp://www.arcoliv.org/archivio/eidoteca himl;
Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, L "Archivio, La Famiglia Olivetti, http:/fwww.arcoliv.org/archivio/famigha html;
Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, L' Archivio, La Societa Oliverti, hitp://www.arcoliv.org/archnio/societa btml;
Associazione Archivio Storico Oliverti, L .brlln'ro Le Personalita, http -/ Fwwrwr. arcoliv. org/archiio/personalita html.
Among these descriptions. the most significant are about the video and photo hibranies. As stated mn this area of the
website: “The importance of the video library 15 clear from the many sections of the entwe collechon of about 2000
films. There 15 2 swpnsing number of works of high quahty that are very important m the history of the Italian ciema,
as underlined m the book by Adnano Bellotto dedicated to this hibrary (La memoria dsl futwro, Fondazione Adnano
Olivettr, 1994). This 15 the considerable production of industnal cimema and video—in this case, the word industrial,
refers to several aspects: the chient, the documentary nature, the brevity of the films, the contents that were mtended not
only to advertise but also to show the work environment. the production, the processes and the technologies; [industnal
films] even touch on themes such as art, history, society, and the environment. The video library of the Olrvett
Histonical Archives collects works dating back to the end of the 19405”. The photo Library collects all the “images
describing the angular history of Olivett. There are hundreds of thousand s of images, dating covening the entire 20th
century, attesting to the company's development its engagement in the transformation of the temitory, startmg from the
first historical photographs up to the most recent mdustnal and cultural productions™.
“!  See  Associazione  Archivio  Storico  Olivemi,  LArchivio, La  Societa  Olivem,
http://www.arcoliv.org/archivio/societa html. As stated on this page: “This is the most extensive section of Ohvetn
Histonical Archives even if a large part of it 15 mcomplete and has not been catalogued. For these reasons, it cannot
document some fields and periods of industnial life. This 15 also due fo the contmuous evolution of technologies m the
activities of research, planming and production. from mechamcs to precision mechaniecs, from IT to telecommunications;
stages that, through thewr development, led to a dispersion or destruction of sigmificant parts of paper (or other format)
records. For example, the transfer of entire industmal fields imphed the loss of the related archives”™.
') Sea Fondazione Adriano Oliverti, hitp://www fondazioneadrianolivetti. it home him
'* See Lstituto Luce. http://www . luce it/istitutoluce'mdex htm.
"¢ Sea Archivio Storico dell Istinato Luce., http:/mcerca archiviolice. com/h3/h3 exe/al.
' Istituto Luce. http://www.luce it/istitutoluce/index htm On this page the browser is told: “You are about to discover a
fascimating history—a pafrimony mn contmuous transformation: it traces the evolution from silent to sound films, from
black and white to color and from film to dizital format”.
“T _Archivio Storico dell Istitute Luce, hitp:/fricerca.archivioluce.cam/h3/h3.exe/al. On another page it 15 stated that:
“The Archives of Istituto Luce preserves an enormous film and photographic patrimony made up of records produced
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the user can check the availability of electronic contents — the collections available*® - or browse in
a section dedicated to a multimedia encyclopedia ("Raccolta”™) 49 or follow a thematic path (“Luce
sulla storia™). There are books linked to cinematographic works (“Un libro ua film™), cultural and
publishing mitiatives (“Prisma™), “research studies on rural Italy and on its industrial and urban
txansﬁormatxon” (*Viaggio n Italia™). films to be viewed in the virtual screening room (“Sala di
proiezione ) . The “Commmuanity™ — a place of comparison for users. enher among themselves or
with the editorial staff — is further proof of the abundance of this website>'. The electronic archives
contains many personal accounts of great interest for business history, such as the films dedicated to

the “Ermenegildo Zegna™ textile industry. or the electrical appliance mdustry

6. Other banks and Italian insurers online

Another relevant field is that of the electronic som‘oesconoetmngbanksandmms In
addition to the “Banca Intesa™ website, described above'™, there is other important material to be

by the Istituto (smce 1924) and by private collechons and andiovisual fonds acquired by different sources. The
patnmony 15 currently made up of 12.000 newsreels 4.700 documentanes and other film typologies. This archives also
preserves one milhon meters of unedited film comprising the collection of Incom and Luce, currently catalogued and
computenized. To this we must add 3 nullion photographs produced by the Istituto or elsewhere, which are being
catalogued and computenzed. The vanious newsreels go from 1928 to 1990 and among them there are the «Giomali
Luce», created by the Istituto nel ventenmio fascista. and a great deal of news from the republican penod, purchased
later on. The documentary fond includes the subjects produced by the Istituto between 1924 and 1943, the
documentanes produced or distributed by the company starting from the period after the Second World War, and all the
acquisitions of matenal produced outside the company (startmg from the 19603)” (Archivio Storico dell Istituto Luce,
Archivio Luce, Chi siamo, http://www.archiioluce. com’help/chisiamo.asp).

' Sea Archivio Storico dell Istinto Luce, Archivio Luce, Contenuti, http:/fwww. archivioluce com/contenuti asp.

14 Sea drchivio Storico dell Istituto Lucs, Raccolta, hitp://www.archivioluce. com/raccolta/index asp.

e See Archivio Storico dell Istituto Luce. Raccolta. Luce sulla storia,
http:/fwww.archivioluce. com/raccolta’archivio_luce.asp; Arclivio Storico dell Istituto Luce, Raccolta. Un libro un film,
htip://www.archivioluce. com/raceolta Un%20hbro%20un%2061m asp: Archivio Storico dell Istituto Luce, Raccoita,
Prisma, http:/fwww.archivioluce com/raccolta’priama asp; Archivio Storico dell Ltitute Luce, Raccolta, Viaggio in
Italia, lnth fwww.archivioluce. com/raccolta/Campamili%20dltalia asp; Archivio Storico dell Istitito Lucs, Raccolta,
Sala di proiezione, http://wwww.archivioluce. com/raccolta’archimio_salaProtezione asp.

5! Sea Archivio Storico dell Tstituto Luce, Commmmity, http:/ ‘werw. archivioluce com/commumity/index asp

“? See Archivio Storico dell Istituto Luce, Raccolta, Luce sulla storia, Ermenegildo Zegna, dalla Iana al tessuto,
http:/‘www.archivioluce. com/luce_stona’/mdex asp?documentID=1212; Archivio Storico dell Istituto Luce, Raccolta,
Luce sulla storia, Un milione € mezzo di Sfrigorifeni,

http:/fwww.archivioluce. com/luce_storia’mdex asp?documentID=482.

'** The “Banca Intesa” website is in the partal of the growp “Intesa Sanpaolo”, which includes references to the
commercial network Sanpaolo, the history of two banks: “San Paolo”™ m Turm and “IMI - Istituto Mobiliare ftzliano™

(zee Inteza Sanpaolo, Rete commerciale Sanpaolo.
http:/fwww.intesasanpaolo.com/senptlsir(isInvestor/ita/serizi/ita_rete_commerciale jsp; Imtesa Sanpaolo. Chi siamo,
Storia, Istituto Bancario San Paolo di Torino,
htip://www.intesasanpaolo. can/su'lptlsrﬁ’uh\'estoz/na’du slamofita_istituto_sanpaolo.jsp; Imtesa Sanpaolo, Chi
sianio, Storia, - Ltituto Mobiliare Ttaliano,

http://'www.intesasanpaolo. cm/smptlw&’bhxmfmfdn siamo/ifa_istituto_mobiliare italiano jsp). On this pomt, 1t
15 important to highlight the webate of the “CompagnadlSznPado which zZives a summzryofns long histary and
contains a deseniption of the histonical Archrves of the ongmal company and its mventory. but also of the records of
“Opere Pie - Istituto di San Paolo™ and the three joint archrves, and the histonical and archival publications (see
Compagnia di San Paolo. hitp://www.compagniz torinoat’; Compagnia di San Paolo, hiformazioni generali, Origimi,
http:/fwww.compagnia tonno. it informaziom/origint html: Compagnia di San Paolo, Informazioni generali, Ovigini,
Archivio storico, http://wrww.compagnia tormno.it/m formazioni/archiviosto.html; Compagnia di  San  Paolo.
Connmicazione, Pubblicazioni, hitp://www.compagnia.torino.it/comumicazioni/pubblicazioni html). As mdicated m the
relative page: “The archives of the old Compagma di San Paolo, which preserves about one hundred parchments
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found; for example, in the ABI guide to the sources ontheNet—of interest for the credit
and financial system154 m the Italian portal dedicated to the banks'> or in the portal containing a
list of all Italian banks'®. Also the institutional website of the “Banca d’Italia” has links for the so-
called “wseful webs:tes”157, and it gives access to significant resources about a variety of topics: the
history of the mstitution, its publications and statistics, economic research and international
relations, the video gallery, the “Paolo Baffi” library. the Museum of Currency and the Historical
Archives'. In particular. the section of the library includes the general book pammony, the book
fonds and the collecnon of the “Paolo Baffi” library on microfilms, various catalogues and
electronic sources' . The section of the museum has an introduction. a photographic gallery and
several references to the coin collection'®. This section of the archives has an introduction. the
description of the archival patrimony and the t&search mstruments available to scholars (“Archea™
database. archives guide and other mstxmnents)

mchudes statutes, rules, minutes, balance sheets, legacies, census of the Confratermita, the Monte di Preta, the Ufficio
Pio and the other institutions imder its management. Some proceedings, which were left to the archives though a legacy,
are older than the Compagnia, dating back to the 14® century. The fond. formed by 283 archival units, 33 meters long,
has an analytic inventory and it 15 completely mucrofilmed The records of the Opere Pie — Ishtuto di San Paolo,
between the half of the 15th and the half of the 20th century, consists of 22.000 volumes and files (about 300 meters)
and can be consulted through a paper inventory and a database. The fond 15 divided m sections: Istituto di San Paolo.
Funzioni Centrahh Ufficio Pio, Educatono Duchessa Isabella, Aznenda di Risparmuo e Credito (formerly Monte di
Pieta), Credito Fondiano, Credito Agrano, Opere Pubbliche, and mcludes three joint archives: Banca Grasso (1874-
1972), Cassa di Previdenza per il personale della disciolta Confederazione Fascista degh Industriahi (1920-1962). and
Banca Popolare San Gaetano (1939-1969)".

5% See ABI. Links, http-//www.abi.it'jhtml’home/linksEsterni/hmksFEsterm jhtm] For more on this topic, see ABIL
Conoscere le banche, Introduzions, hitp:/fwww.abi1t'Jhtml/home/conoscereBanche/conoscereBanche. jhiml.

'5% See Portalino. World wide banb, http-/www.portalmo.it/banks/hnks htm; Portalino, Banche — Casse di Risparniio,
http:/’www.portalinoweb.it/pagy

"% See Comuni-Italiami.it, Lista Banche Iraliane, http:/www.comumni-italiani it/banche/index html

'*T See Banca d Tialia, bttp /fwww bancaditaha 1t'; Banca d Tralia. Links, hitp:/fwerw. bancaditalia it/footer/inks; Banca
d Ttalia, Ricerca economica e Relazioni internazionali, Link utili, http://erwrw.bancaditalia it/studincerchelmk.

'“* See Banca dTiwlia, Storia, htip://wew bancaditabia itbancaditalia’storia; Banca dTralia. Pubblicazioni,
http://'www.bancaditalia it'pubblicazions; Bamca d'Ttalia, Statistiche, http-//www.bancaditalia it/statistiche; Banca
d Ttalia, Ricerca economica e Relazioni internazionali, http:/'vrww bancaditalia 1t/studinicerche; Banca d Tralia, Senvizi
al pubblico, Media ed eventi, Video Gallery, hitp:/www . bancaditalia it'media’videcaudio; Banca d Tralia. Senvizi al
pubblico, Biblioteca, http://www bancaditahia it/seraza_pubbl/biblioteca; Banca d Tralia, Servizi al pubblico, Museo
della Moneta, http-//www.bancaditahia it'servizi_pubbl/mmseo_mon; Banca dTralia, Servizi al pubblico, Archivio
stonco http://www.bancaditalia it/'servizn_pubbl/arch_sto.

See Banca dTtalia, Servizi al pubblico, Biblioteca, Patrimorio,
http:/fwww.bancaditaliz it/servizi_pubbl/biblioteca/patimonio; Banca dTwalia, Senvizi al pubblico, Biblioteca,
Cataloghi, hitp//www.bancaditalia it/serviz_pubbl/biblioteca’cataloghi; Banca d Tralia, Servizi al pubblico, Biblioteca,
storse elettroniche - Biblioteca Paolo Baffi, http://www bancaditalia it/serviz_pubbl/biblioteca’ris_elet.

See  Banca d Tialia, Seniz al  pubblico, Museo della  Moneta, Introduzione,

http:/www.bancaditalia it/servizi_pubbl'mmseo_mon/mtro; Banca d'ltalia, Servizi al pubblico, Museo della Moneta,
Foto Gallery, http://werw bancaditahia it'media/fotogallery/museomoneta'museomoneta; Banca dTralia, Servizi al
pubblico, Musso della Moneta,  Approfondimenti  sul MUSED: la moneta metallica,
http://www.bancaditaliz it/servizi_pubbl/museo mon/approfondment:.
e See Banca d Talia, Senvizi al pubblico, Archivio storico, Introduzione,
http:/‘www.bancaditaliz it/servizi_pubbl/arch sto'mtro; Bamca d'Tralia, Servizi al pubblico, Archivio storico,
Patrimonio, http://www.bancaditalia it/servizn_pubbl/arch_sto/'patrimonio; Banca d Tralia, Servizi al pubblico, Archivio
storico. Stnomenti di ricerca, http:/fwww. bancaditalia it/servizi_pubbl/arch_sto/strumric.
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The “Banca di Roma™ of the “Capitalia” grouF . 1s a significant example, especially the
part of its website dedicated to the Historical Archives™ . This unified archives, holding the records
of Monte di Pieta di Roma. Banco di Santo Spirito. Cassa di Risparmio di Roma and Banco di
Roma provides the following: a reconstruction of the events linked to the preservation of the
records patrimony of the various banks; the inventories of the fonds: the initiatives of safegnarding

valonzatwn of the materials; the studies and the publications; the ways of consultation and the
cultural events'®*. The page dedicated to the archival inventories. “made up of 18 volmes with
introductions from historical and economics perspectives, for a total of more than 5000 pages™ e
has a detailed description of the various stages of the filing ordering and mventory activities and
inchudes the lists of the fonds of the four banks'® Thepageofthestndaes andﬁ:epnbhcauonshasa
bibliography for each bank extremely interesting albeit. not exhaustive'* . Finally. we should not

W See Capitalia, http:/"www.capitalia 1t/mdex htm: Capitalia. Prafilo Capitalia,
http:/‘www.capitalia it pages’prof0la htm The recent merger between Unicredit and Capitalia, with the subsaquent
creation of a bankmg zroup second only to HSBC in Ewrcpe, wall have effects that cannot yet be evaluated on the
organization of the archives and the historical memory of the vanous banks of ongin In the meanwhile, for the
“Capitaha” group. i addition to the website of the “Banca di Roma”, it is possible to examine the records of other
banks: see Banco di Sicilia, L 'Azienda, La Storia del Banco, hitps://erww bancodisicilia 1t/f storia htm: Bipop Carire,
Chi siamo. La storia, http/’www.bipop.it/chi_siamo/stona.shtml: AMCC, Profilo, La nostra storia,
http://www.mec.it/mappa’selezionato. php ’page=profilo/storia himl.

%! Ses Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio Storico, hittp://www bancaroma it/site/labanca’archiviostorico/;

Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio Storico, L’ Archivio,

http:/‘www.bancaroma. it/sitelabanca/archiviostorico/archivio html

% See Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio Storico, L'Archivio, Vicende dsll Archivio.
hﬂp:.’fwww.bancarmiﬂsiteﬂabmca’archiﬁosmico’\icmde.hnnh Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio Storico,
L Archivio, hrventari, http-//www. bancaroma it'site/labanca/archiviostonico/mventan html: Banca di Roma. La vostra
banca. Archivio Storico, L Archivio, Tutela e valorizzazione,

http:/fwww.bancaroma st/sitelabanca‘archiviostorico’tutela html; Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio Storico,

L’Archivio, Studi & pubblicazioni. http://wrww bancaroma it'site/labanca’archiviostorico/studi himl; Banca di Roma. La
vostra banca, Archivio Storico, L Archivio, Consultazions e Regolamento,
hitp:/‘www.bancaroma it/sitelabanca’archiviostorico/consultazione html; Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio
Storico, L'Archivio, Eventi culturali, http:/‘www.bancaroma it'site/labanca/archiviostorico/eventihtml. In the page
dedicated to the changmg =ituation of the Archrves. it 15 pointed out that: “Smce 2003 all the historical records
belonging to the four archives whose history has been summanzed here. are in a unified office in  Piazza del Monte di
Pieta, 33. On these premuses, there 15 also the Exhibition Room of the Historical Archives where the most sigmficant
records of the extensive patrimony of the Banca di Roma are displayed. The total consistency of the records preserved
15 of about 2500 linear meters".

i Banca di  Roma, La vostra banca, Archivie Storico. L Archivio, Drventari,
http:/www. bancaroma 1t/site labanca/archiviostorico/inventar html

' See Bamca di Roma. La vostra banca, Archivio Storico, L'Archivio, Imvemtari, Monte di Pieta di Roma.
hﬂp:/.hww.hnmomab’siteqabmca’n&i\iosmicdmomwietaimmmihmﬂ; Banca di Roma, La vostra banca,

Archivio Storico. L’ Archivio, Inventari, Banco di Santo Spirito,

http:/fwww. bancaroma:t!sue/labanca/archnmstoncofbancoswmmhnhnnL Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio
Storico, L Archivio, Irventari, di Risparmio di Roma,

http:/fwww. bancmnfm/labmca’ndnnostwmdczssamxmhml, Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio
Storico, L’ Archivio, Iventari, Banco di Roma,

http:/www.bancaroma it'site/labanca/archiviostoricobancomnventan html.

'T Sea Banca di Roma, La vestra banca, Archivio Storico. L Archivio, Studi e pubblicazioni, Monte di Pista di Roma,
http:/fwarw. bammﬂ!sxte;’labancz’zmhuosMco’mmmbhtmL Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio
Storico, L Archivio, Studi i pubblicazioni, Banco di Santo Spirito,

http:/‘www.bancaroma.it/site’labanca’archiviostorico’bancospimito. html; Banca di Roma. La vostra banca. Archivio
Storico, L’Archivio, Studi e pubblicaziom, Cassa di Risparmio di Roma,

http:/‘www.bancaroma it/sitelabanca’archiviostorico/cassarisparmuo html; Banca di Roma. La vostra banca. Archivio
Storico, L’Archivio, Studi 6 pubblicazioni, Banco di Roma,

hnp/Fwwwbancxom.mm’labanca’ardn\msm’bamm.th Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio
Storico, L Archivio, Studi 5 pubblicazioni, Banca di Roma,

54



overlook the multimedia CD-ROM, edited by the Historical Archives of the Banca di Roma. with a
video of the archives, a synoptic table and the history of the four banks that encompasses an account
of their changing fortunes over the years. the biographies of the foum:lersi a list of the managers.
information about their historical headquarters and other useful information o

The “UniCredit™ portal — one of the main European financial groups — includes historical
references. analysis and research. an online weekly magazine. and the link to the websne of the
cultural patrimony. which offers a detailed reconstruction of the company’s hxstor) . This website
is divided mto three sections dedicated respectively to: “I nostri tesori”, with a presentation of the
four areas of the culfural patrimony of the bank (historical archives, nmseum, records center and
library: “Le origini del gruppo”. with a detailed corpus information, in-depth analysis and images
about the history of nine Italian banks (Credito Italiano, Caritro, CariVerona, Cassamarca, Cassa di
Risparmio di Carpi, Rolo Banca 1473, Cassa di Risparmio di Torino, Banca dell’'Umbria and Cassa
di Risparmio di Trieste) that converged mto Unicredit; “Viaggi nella nostra storia”, which shows a
selection of subjects and testimonies of the past. with impressive images (“Un’opera editoriale
nell'Ttalia del 19207 “La propaganda del risparmio nel 19207; “C’era una volta in Sarde qna ‘1
Calendario: Io speccl:uo dei tempi™: “La banca & un albero™, “Albero genealogico™)
patrimony of the Historical Archives is carefully descnbed, but it is also possible to download a hst
of the fonds available and mformation on ways to consult it

The most important Historical Archives, that of the ‘Banco di Napoh”m is in the website
of the “Iststuto Banco di Napoli” Foundation. whose origin 1s strictly linked to the history of the

http://www.bancaroma it/site/labanca’archiviostonico/bancaroma html As mdicated on the first page: “The studies and
publications listed. although they do not provide a complete picture of what has been published on the histary of Monte
di Preta di Roma, Banco di Santo Spinto, Cassa di Risparmuio di Roma, Banco di Roma and of Banca di Roma,
nonetheless offer a useful libhographic support for the research. The selected texts include: complete works and reports
of historiczl and economic interest; articles and chapters of miscellaneous volumes; doctoral theses; master's theses;
dissertations wnitten with the help of the archival records preserved in the Historical Archives; specific archival
contnbutions regarding traming and evolution od the historical archives that were converged into the Banca di Roma
Historical Archives”.

"% Sea Archivio Storico della Banca di Roma, Viaggio attraverso cingus secoli di memovie nelle carte dell Archivio
Storico della Banca di Roma, Roma, 2001 (see Banca di Roma, La vostra banca, Archivio Storico, L 'Archivio, Eventi
culturali, http://www bancaroma it/site/labanca‘archmostorico/event: html).

169 See UpiCredit Group, http://www.unicreditgroup. m’DOCﬁsprhangaum’mdexjsp’parLocaleqt UniCredit Group,
I profilo, UniCredit breve,
http://www.umcreditgroup.en/'DOC/)sp/navigation/gruppo_ eontmt.;sp"parCmuﬂd=0b0030398w0”3 13&parCurentP
age=umicredit_m_breve html&parl ocale=t; UniCredit  Group, I  profilo, Mission e  valori,
http:/fwww.unicreditzroup. e’ DOC)sp/navigation/large_mclude_content. ]sp"parCman{d=0b00303980000ele8q)mCu
mentPage=nostra_wisione htmi&parl ocale=it; UniCredit Group, I prafilo, Storia,
http:/fwww.umicreditgroup. en/DOC/)sp/navigation/include_content jsp?parCurentid=0b00303980000ef2 &parCurrentP
age=stona html&parLocale=tt; UniCredit Group, Studi, Analisi € ricerche,
http:/Seww.unicreditgroup.ew/DOCjsp/navigation/large_mchude content jsp7parCurentld=0b0030398025019b&pa
urentPage=home_page ufficio htm&parl ocale=t; UniCredit Group. Media Center. Uninews,
http:/'eww.unicreditgroup. ew/ DOCjsp/navigation/large_mnclude content j5p?parCurentld=0b0030398030b4d4&parC
wrrentPagemmmews html&parl ocale=it.

" See UniCredit Growp, Sostemibilita, Sviluppo culturale, Partrimonio culturale,
http:/www.unicreditgroup.ew/'DOC/jsp/navigation/include_content jsp ?parCiarentld=0b0030398031 2e68&parCurrentP
age=patrmomo_culturale htmi&parl ocale=it. In this page 1t 15 stated that: “UniCredit group has longstanding ongins.
It 15 the result of a broad and complex history, of expenences and events dating back to the birth of each bank that
converged mto the Group, leading to the creation of a truly European bank”.

'"! See Patrimonio Culturale, UniCredit, hittp://ororw.patrimonioculturale unicredit it/
o

bt See Intesa Sanpaolo, Chi siamo, Storia, Sanpaolo Banco di Napoli,
http://www.infesasanpaolo.com/senptlsir(VisInvestor/ita/chn_siamo/ita_banco_napoli jsp.
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bank itself 1™ The section dedicated to the archives contains a precise d&cnguon of the records.
which ate dxvxded into patrimonial records and account books of client deposits”'~; a short historical
fenence : two research studies on the Smmoezmgrauandonﬁ:eSacroMomeeBancoda
Poveri' The first study 1s about the creation of the inventory of the “complex cormrespondence,
divided into lists. charts, and enclosure that were, exchanged among the general management of the
Banco di Napoli and the branches. the foreign correspondents. the departments. the consulates and
all the institutions that in some way bhad a crucial role in the management of the emigrants’
rexmttan:es"m, a service which had been entrusted to the most widespread bank of Southem
Italy . The inventory is also linked to two analytical indexes with the names of the emigrants and
those of the mstnutzons working with the Banco di Napoli for the management of the emigrants’
remittances'*’. The second study, beginning with the reordering of the fond of the account books of

'" See Itituto Banco di Napoli — Fondazions, http://www.ibnaf it/. Regarding the Istituto, it 15 emphasized that: “[the
Foundation’s] activifies also mclude the management of the exceptional record patmmony of the histarical Banchi
Pubblici Napoletani and of the Banco di Napoki (16"-20" centuries) preserved in the Historical Archives (...). which is
a findamental point of reference for the city of Naples and all of Southem Italy” (Lstituto Banco di Napoli —
Fondazione, L Istituto, Chi siamo, http-//www.ibnafit frame/framesetchisiamo html).
"’Whﬂe‘%heﬁxstrec«dscmcunbemagmtofﬂmwoﬁhblepaﬁmmyofﬂubanks and the relative
records with no accounting nature, the other records concern the actiaty of collection of the bank deposits
and 1ssues. (...) They are account books documenting the deposits made i the banks. They had an analytical form.™
(Istituto Banco di Napoli - Fondazione, L Archivio Storico, ! § Contenuti,
http:/’www.ibnafit/frame/framesetarchivicicontenut html). In other words: “Its fonds can be divided in patrimonial
records and account books of clients’ deposits, refemng respectively to the mternal life of the banks or to the relations
they had with the chients The conclusions, the dispatches. the agencies, the orders reflacting the management of the
banks are part of the pafrimomial records. There are also the Journals, the Pandette, the libri maggiori di terze, whach hst
the revenues of the goods owned by the banks and the revenues of feudal taxes. The apodissari (account books of
client’s depozits) are made up of deposit receipts and policies. The deposit receipt was 2 negotiable and transferable
title, 3 money substitute which was mvented by the public banks of Naples from the the mid 16th century. The policies
were used by the person who deposited the money o0 as to have it at lus disposal ™ (Seprintendenza Archivistica per la
Campania, Materiali,  Archivio Storico del  Banco di  Napoli, http: www.archivistica-
nait'mateniali'BN A.RC."banco _napoli/Arc_stor B_N htm).
" See Istimto Banco di N@dl —  Fondazions, L'Archivic  Stovico, La  Storia.
http://www.ibnafit/frame/framesetarchiviolastona html. This summary finishes with a comment according to which the
records “we received are of hugh interest” and “the patrimony currently preserved in the Archives consistsof 2 478 umts
for the patrimomal records and 276.595 units for the account books of deposit™.
" See Istituto Banco di Napoli -  Fondazionse, L'Archivio  Storico, Le  Ricerche.
http:/fwww.itbnafit/frame/zem fsetricmenu html.
"™ Itfinto Bamco di Napoli — Fondazione, L'Archivio Storico, Ls Ricerche, Senvizio emigrati,
http://www.ibnafit'frame/aem fsetemizrant: himl
'" “The law 15t February 1901, n. 24 gave permission to the Banco di Napoli to safeguard, use and transfer the savings.
Thas law had two purposes: a) to destroy the activity of private bankers which tended to monopolize emugrants’ savings;
b) to ensure the transmmssion of the remittances to Italy without dispersion or musappropriation. This mventory is
smlcturedkeepmgmmmd&:ecanplacsystemﬂntﬁ:eBancoleapohhadsaupmotda’topmudeadequzuand
honest management of the emigrants’ remittances. The 4" series collects all the record material regarding the
organization of the emizyation service, so that the circulars that the General management sent each day to its branches
can be considered as extremely mmportant. Also m this senes are the Relazioni Generali on the orgamization the
management and the preservation of the emugrants’ remuttances. These are records produced by the General
management in cooperation with its foreign correspondents which can be considered as a cross-section of the economic
and social condiions of those years. The abovementioned Relazioni, because of their importance, were sent from the
General management to all the public and ethical institutions who provided services to the emugrants™ (Istituro Banco di
Napoli - Fondazione, L’ Archivio Storico, Le Ricerche, Servizio emigrati,
http://'www.ibnafit/frame/aem fsetemigrant: himl) .
'”Whﬂethemdexoftheenngmts‘wasdnnbdamdmgtotheszhmalmsofr&dene&wﬁhthemofﬂn
emugzrant, hisher address m the USA and the reference number of the series and folder where the name appears”, the
general mdex “has three references: the name of the mstitution or of the comrespondent, its ranking, and the folder™
(Istituto Banmco di Napoli — Fondazione, L Archivio Storico, Le Ricerche, Servizio emigrati, Indice emigrati,
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deposit of Sacro Monte and Banco dei Poveri led to the creation of a sort of register divided mnto
two sections: with a name index and a place index'®!. Furthermore, on the website of the Archival
Superintendence office of the Campama region. it is possible to consult the inventories of the Banco
di Napoli Historical Archives'®?

Some other important IT sources for this field two banks: Montede:PaschxdtStena and
“BNL”, whose websites provide a good deal of historical and archival information'®. The “Monte
dexPasclndx Siena™ has a nmlnmedm source, with texts and images. but also a summary of its own
history in an audio format'™. The area of the website dedicated to the historical archives has a
collecnon of mmages and records that cover the most important stages of the bank up to the
pt&ent >. The user can link these resources to the website of the “Fondazione Monte dei Paschi di
Siena”, with all the historical information it contains'® In addition to historical material the
‘“BNI." website presents. a section dedicated to the Historical Archives with a description of the
records and their mventory., from information on the management of the materials and their
consultation'®’. The contents about the available photographic patrimony and the exchange of

http://www.ibnafit'frame/aem_fsetermgrantil html; Istiruto Banco di Napoli — Fondazione. L 'Archivio Storico, Ls
Ricerche, Servizio emigrati, Indice genevale, http://'www.ibnaf it frame/aem_fsetindicegen himl).
'"1 “The first section, entitled JI palazzo Ricca-Cuomo: i lavori di fabbrica e di manutenzione nella sede del Banco e
nelle sue dipendenze (secc. XVII-XVII). collects records covering two centuries on the artificers who infervened for the
artistic valonzation of the monument. The second part, entitled JI quotidiano bancario, collects information about fixed
andextraexpmses object appraisals, the organization of religious celebrations as well as chantable and social
asaistance activities” (Istituto Banco di Napoli — Fondazione, L “Archivio Storico, Le Ricerche, Sacro Monte & Banco dei
Poveri, http://www.ibnafit/frame’amb_fietintroduzione html; see Ltituto Banco di Napoli — Fondazione, L Archivio
Storico, Le Ricerche, Sacro Monte e Banco dei Poveri, Indice onomastico € toponomastico,
http:/www.ibnafit'fame/amb_fetindiceon html).
"% See Soprintendenza Archivistica per la Campania, Materiali, Archivio Storico del Banco di Napoli (inventari),
http:/fwww. archivistica-na it/matenialyBN_ARC/banco_napoli/Banco_napolihtm The following mventones can be
consulted through vanous categories (by text, year, date, number collocation, or name): Patnmomale del Banco delle
Due Sicilie - Affan diverss; Patimoniale del Banco delle Due Sicilie - Lettere Mmisteniah; Patimoniale del Banco
delle Due Sicihie - Verbali di reggenza; Inventario del Credito Fondiano; Inventano del Collocamento dei Fondi: Indice
onomastico della chientela degh antichs Banchi Pubblict napoletan: durante il decennio francese (1806-1815); Inventanio
del servizio di Cassa di Risparmuo; Fondo Patnmmomale del Banco delle Due Sicilie. Matmcole 1881-1913.
'®! See Monte dei Paschi di Siena, La Banca, Storia, http://vrwrw.mps.it'La+Banca'Storia’; BNL [Gruppo BNP Paribas].
Identita, Storia, hitp://erww . bnl it'pagma. asp?Page=49.
" See Monte dei Paschi di Siema, La Banca, Storia, I primo Momts Pio,
http:/www.mops.1t/La+Banca/Storia/TIPromoMontePio htm; Monte dei Paschi di Siena, La Banca, Storia, La nascita del
Monte, http:/ferww . mps.it’La+Banca/Stona’l a+nascita-+del+Monte+der+Paschn htm: Monte dei Paschi di Siena, La
Banca, Storia, La riforma dei Lorena, htip://vroww.mps.it/La+Banca/Stona/l a+nforma+dei+Lorena htm: Monte dei
Paschi di Siena, La Banca, Storia, Dal XX al P ¢ o secolo,
http:/www.mps.it/La+Banca/Storia/L a+banca+dal+XD{+al+3{+secolo.htm.
"% See Monte dei Paschi di Siena, La Banca. Archivio. http://www.mps it/La+Banca/Archivio/., some of the most
mteresting records of the Historical Archives of the Monte de1 Paschi di Siena, can be found m this part of the website,
each record with a precise description. and a selection of captioned 1mages of the bank from the end of the 19th century
up to the present (see Monte dei Paschi di Siema, La Banca, Archivio, Documenti,
http:/www.mps.it/La+Banca’Archivio/Documenty/Default htm; Monte dei Paschi di Sisna, La Banca, Archivio.
Gaﬂalafologrdica http: fwww mps 1] a+Banca/ Archivio/Gallena+fotografica/default hitm).

See Fondazione  Monte dei  Paschi di Siena, La Fondazione, Introduzione.
htip:/fwww. fondazonemps.itita’mtroduzione. aspid=1; Fondazione Monte dei Paschi di Siena, La Fondazione, Cenmi
storici. http://www. fondazonemps.itita/cenmi_stonicr.aspid=2.

""" See BNL [Gruppo BNP Paribas], Identita, Storia, Archivio storico, http://www.bnl it'pagina asp7Page=75; BNL
[Gruppo BNP Paribas], Identita, Storia. Archivio storico, Documentazione, http://www.bnl.it'pagina asp7Page=388;
BNL [Gruppo BNP  Paribas], Idemtita,  Storia,  Archivic  storico, Gestione  archivio,
hitp://www.bnl.it/pagina asp’Page=83; BNL [Gruppo BNP Paribas], Identita, Storia, Archivio storico, Consultazione,
htip:/'www.bnlit/pagina asp7Page=86.
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letters between Vilfredo Pareto and Maffeo Pantaleoni are particularly mtetestmgm Thete are
many other IT sources about the credit field. begmning with the sites of other banks'®
cooperative credit banks. of rural and artisan banks, ofpeoplesbmﬂcsandsavmgsbanksl notto
mention other unportant resources regarding bank.mg foundations™

As far as the insurers are concerned. in addition to the websnes of each company with
historical and archival information'"", we should not forget the value of an IT source like that of the

'® See BNL [Gruppo BNP Paribas]. ldentita, Storia, Archivie storico, Documentazione. Il patrimonio fotografico.
htip:/’www.bnlitpagina 2sp”Page=8l; BNL [Gruppo BNP Paribas]. Idemtita, Storia, Archivie storico,
Documentazione, Il carteggio Pareto-Pantaleoni. http://www.bnl.it/pagima asp7Page=T79. As explamed in these pages:
‘thereeor&pzuewedmihehstmcalxchw&ofmmumpnsedofalargeqnzntnyofpaparmdsandz
considerable photographic patrimony. These are hundreds of mmages which trace the path of the Bank and its
contnbution to the history of the 20th centwry, 2 period of sweeping changes i the economuc, social and cultural fields.
The 1conographic section collects a sigmificant collection of posters with the first mstitutional and advertising
campaigns”. In addition: “Among the records of particular mterest preserved m the Historical Archives we cannot
forget the letters that Vilfredo Pareto (Pans 1848-Cligny, Geneva 1923) sent to the colleague and friend Maffeo
Pantaleom (Frascati 1857-Milan 1924) between 1890 and 1923. In this penod the two famous economists exchanged
useful mformation for theiwr studies as well as mpressions and thoughts regarding a civil society in its transformation
(the mdustnahzation of the country, the open market, protectionism socializm and fascism)™.
" See Comuni-Ialianiit, Lista Altre Banche, http://www.comuni-italiani it/banche/bv himl,  hitp://www.comuni-
itahianiitbanchebv2 html: but also: Bamco & Sardegma, I Bawco, Storia, Le  Origim,
http://www.bancosardegnaitil_banco/stonz’ongmi jlem; Banco di Sardegna. Il Banco, Archivio Storico, Cemmi Storici,
http:/www.bancosardegna it/il_banco/Archivio Storico/cenni storicijlem: Banco di Sardegna, Il Banco, Archivio
Storico, Inventario, http://www.bancosardegna it/il_banco’Archivio_Stonico/inventano.jlem; Banca Antonmveneta - ABN
AMRO, Chi siamo, La Storia, La storia di Antomveneta, http://www.antonveneta it/chi-siamo/lastona/storia-
antonveneta.aspx: Gruppo Banca Sella, Chi siamo, Storia dsl Gruppo.
htips-/www.gruppobancasella it/shb/chi_sitamo/1ll_gruppo/la_stora.jsp.
' For these mstitutions, given the large number of websites, we only refer to the main portals and directories (see
Credito Cooperativo, Il Credito Cooperativo, hitp:/fwarw. credltoeocpa'am'o.xt’tmplzte'deﬁnlt.asp"l menulD=2387;
Creadito Cooperativo, I Credito Cooperativo, Chi siamo, Un po di storia,
http:/fwww.creditocooperativo.ittemplate/default asp?i_menulD=2397; Credito Cooperativo, Il Credito Cooperativo,
Chi siamo, Banche da 120 anmi., hitp:/ferww.creditocooperaztivo.it/template/default asp™i_menulD=2398: Comurn-
Jtaliami it, Lista Banche di Credito Cooperativo, http://www.comuni-itabam it'banche/bec html, hitp: /W, communi-
itahant itbanche/bec2 html, hitp://www.comum-1taliam itbanche’bee3 hitml; Comumi-Iraliami.it, Lista Casse Rurali &
Artigiane, http://'www.comuni-italiam 1t'banche/cra html: Kub, Lista siti Banche: Credito Cooperativo ¢ Casse Rurali,
htip:/‘www. kub.1t/dw/97 5630, Comumi-Italiami.it, Lista Banche Popolari, http/fwww.comumi-
itahant iwbanche/pop html: Eub, Lista siti Banche: Popolari, http://www.kub.it/dir975632/; ICBPI, Le Banche
Popolari, hnp:/fwww.icbpiit/mzin.zsp?ﬁpcﬁs&&lu; Comumi-Italianiit, Lista Casse di Risparmio,
http:/www.comum-ttahian: it/banche/cr html; Kub, Lista siti Banche: Cazse di  Risparmio,
htip://www.kub.it/d/975633/). In addition. 1t 15 muportant to mention the website of the “Associazione delle Casze di
Risparmio Itahizne e delle Fondazion: di Ongine Bancana”, presenting. among the other things. a short histonical profile
of the savings banks (see ACRI — Associazione di Fondazioni ¢ di Casse di Risparmio Spa. Casse Spa. Storia.
Jiwww.acnat’2_cass2_cass0001.asp).
" See ACRI — Associazione di Fondazioni e di Casse di Risparmio Spa, Fondaziom, Presentazione,
htip:/'www.acnit’3_fond/3 fond0050.asp; ACRI — Associazione di Fondaziomi ¢ di Casse di Risparmio Spa,
Fondazioni, Storia. bttp:/fwww.acniit/3_fond3_fond0002.asp; ACRI — Associazione di Fondazioni e di Casse di
R:.spmo Spa. Fondanom Link alle Fondazioni, http-//wwww.acriit3_fond'3_fond0028.asp.

See Gruppo Generali, Chi siamo, Storia,
htip://www.generah com/generalicom/sezione doTidItem=113 58&1dSezione=1134; Gruppo Generali. Chi siamo. Storia.
Il tempo del Leone, http://www.generali com/generalicom/sezionePop.do”1dSezione=2638; Assicurazioni Generali
SpA., Chi siamo, La Storia di Genevali Ttalia.
http://swww. generali it/ zeneraliit/sezione doidltem=1602 &idSezione=1601; Assicurazioni Generali Sp A., Chi siamo,
La Storia del Gruppo Generali, htip:/lwww. gmemhm’gma'ah:tfsezlone_do7xdlm=16048ad5enme=1603

Assicurazion Ia Assitalia, siamo, nostra storia,
http:/’'www.inaassitahia it PortalelnaWeb/sezione. do"ldltaanuszF1678adItun=.3’ 1&zdSezione=2296&1dBisogn
o=&l1fi=105; Assicurazioni Ina Assitalia, Chi siamo, Archivio storico.

hnp//wwwmassnahzwpatahhzweb/mdo’xdkanﬂl%adSeanHS’& Reale Mutua Assicurazioni, Chi
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“Fondazione Mansutti”, which owns a library and an historical archives “based on the history of the
msmance documented - from its origins until today — from the economic, juridical technical and
1wmt of view™®_ Its website includes: detailed information on the foundation’s patrimony of
§asecuondedzcatedtottnrecordsoftheamhwalfond,basedonthe company’s insurance
pohcws

agalleryofposterspteseﬂedmﬁ:eamhms ; the so-called “Quaderni di sicurta™ and
the catalogue of the library that comprises “a sort of bibhogfaplnc encyclopedia of insurers™"’.

7. Other electronic sources for companies, archives and museums in Italy

Up to now, the situation has outlined the presence of a large mumber of companies with
remarkable historical and archival online resources —and yet one notices the unexpected absence of
some of the most important Italian companies. This is largely due to the inconsistent development
and use of IT sources. but also to the varying levels of importance those companies and other
organizations ascribe to the preservation of historical memory and the valorization of business
culture—with consequent differences m policy. Another reason may be that. while new companies

siamo, La Storia, htip://www realenmtua it'mdex_1e html 7http:/‘www realenmtuat/chy_siamo/lastoria html; Reale
Mutua Assicurazioni, Chi siamo, I Museo Storico,
http:/’www.realenmtua it index 1e.htn1”hﬂp /www. realennﬂum"dn _stiamo'mmseo html; Tore Assicuraziomi, Chi
siamo, Storia, http://www.toroassicuraziom it/index asp”IDCAT=8; RAS, Chi siamo, RAS e il Gruppo, S:ona della
socista RAS, hittp/‘www.ras.it/chi-siamo-rasras-gruppo-ras/stona-societa-ras; Alleanza Assicurazioni, Alleanza da
vicino, Storia. Le principali tappe, hitp:/fwrww.alleanzaassaicurazioni 1t'pagme/pagina aspx7ID=Stona&L=IT; Cattolica
Assicurazioni, Chi siamo. Storia e valori, htip://www.cattolica it'default aspx”idPage=404; Sara Assicurazioni,
Informazioni istituzionali, La Storia,
http:/www. saraassicurazioni it/opencms/opencms/SaraA ssicuraziony/SaraAssicurazions/chi_stamo/stona.
' Bibliotsca Mansutti, la Fondazione, hitp:/ferww bibliotecamansutti it"home php?ID=FOND.
% See Biblioteca Mansutti, la Fondazione. la Biblioteca, http://bibliotecamansutti ithome php?ID=BIBL; Biblioteca
Mansutti, la Fondazione. i libri, http//bibliotecamansuth it home php7ID=IIBR. In the page of the library 1t iz pomted
out that: “The library owns zbout four thousand printed 1tems about msurance history dating from the 16th cenfury to
the present The collection of this precious material began 30 years ago and zince then, we have confinued to seek out
old texts. and. at the same time, continuously update contemporary publications on insuwrance histary™.
195 See Biblioteca Mansutti, la Fondazione. ls polizze, http:/wwrw. bibliotecamansutti ithome php?ID=POLI. As
underlined m this page: “The records of the archival fond 15 made up of more than 2500 pohicies collected from all over
the world. It 15 sufficient to cite a few examples to understand the mmportance of the materals. From the oldest policy
datmg from 1582, completely handwnitten — in which Bartolomeo Corsmi insured the transport by sea of a cargo from
the port of London to the part of Livorno - to the contracts that (at the beginming of the 17th century) first began touse a
standard pre-written form . There are other policies, especially English, from the end of the 18" century decorated with
elegant engravings; the policies on the Life of the slaves; and the French ones agamst the nisk of being called to fight or
others, nore recent. to mvest the savings of the Balilla. Fmally. it is important to menfion some collecions of mantime
policies that provide precise information on the mswance practices of the fime We would also mention the policies
(from the second half of the 18® century) of the cod-fishing ships from St. Malo to the coasts of Canada; those of the
Compagnia del Commercio working m Genoa between 1780 and 1800 and more than 250 policies with which, in seven
years (1853-1860), 56 companies from Malta alternated to cover the ships saithing from La Valletta™.
"‘ See Biblioteca Mansutti, la Fondazione, i manifesti, hitp:/arww . bibliotecamansutt sthome. php7ID=MANI.
"’“’IntbededeAgu_thetum “quaderm di sicwrta” referred to the account register on which the commercial
compamnes recorded the essential elements of ther msurance contracts, etther as inswred parties or mswers. Quademi di
sicurta 15 also the tifle of the catalogue of the works published m 1996 owned by the hibrary: more than 1700 files
representing the starting point of our book patnmony. Marma Bonomelli, who locked after the filmg, put all the entres
mto a smgle alphabetical list: authors, fitles, curators. secondary authors, wath different files, all cross-referenced The
most sigmficant texts are llustrated by black and white or color photographs. Then there 15 also a list of the companies,
agencies and msttutions mentioned m the books and a chronological list and a subject hist divided into two levels whose
enfries are categonzed by geographical area, chronological data and themes™ (Biblioteca Manswutti, la Fondazions, i
Quaderm di sicurta, http://www.bibliotecamansuth ithome php?ID=0QSIC).
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are set up with a website from the very beginning_ older companies may find it more difficult to use
the net to become known and to communicate.

Despite these shortfalls. it is valuable to complete the overview of IT instruments for
business history and archives by examining other websites. Some of these are less important than
the abovementioned sites or they are about less well-known entrepreneurial activities. However,
given the significance of the conclusions that may be drawn from these evalnations. I will mention
some further examples with no claims to giving a complete list of the available sources.

The “Fiat™ portal. although very extensive and advanced, does not contain information about
its archival records commensurate with its dimension and its h:.swryl The international website
has a brief reconstruction regarding the evolution of its logo and a brief history of the company
from 1899 up fo the present™ and a page of links to the “Fiat Clubs™ all over the world™". The
“Gruppo Fiat” website provides a more complex and complete description of the development of
the company. (with reproductions of posters of the time. biographies of some p)gtsonalmes a gallery
of car models, and a historical documentary for each decade of the company)™ . In a further “Fiat™
website, omﬁndspwﬂuesofthebrandsandthecaxspmdmedovermthanaoemyzm
Information regarding the Historical Archives and some iconographies linked to the city. the
people, the products, and the pmductxve activity of the largest Italian company. can be found in an
IT inventory “Immagini di Storia” 203 created by a company that deals with “projects in the field of
cultural elaboration and application of new communication technolog)es”m
Among the IT sources about the car industry within the orbit of “Gruppo Fiat™. we shounld mention
those regarding “Lancia™ and “Alfa Romeo "5 While the website of the former offers only a brief

m See Fiat, http://www. fiat. com/cz1-bm/pbrand dIVFIAT COMhome. jsp?BV_UseBVCockie=no,
http:/fwww. fiat.it/cg-bm/ phand dIVFIAT ITATIAhame jsp, http:/fwww fiat.it'czi-
bm/pbfiat AIVFIAT ITAITA/home jsp.
i See Fiat, The Fiat brand, The Fiat brand today. http/'www.fiat. com/cz-
bmn/pbrand dIVFIAT_COM/forand/forand jsp?BV_SessionID=(a)@(@@0335137114.1179177701 (@)@ @&BV_Engin
elD=cccgaddkmedigkjcefacejzdfndenk. O&catega'yOID-—107376.967 Fiat, The Fiat brand. History of Fiat,
http:/‘www. fiat.com/czi-
bm/porand dIVFIAT_COM/forand/forand jsp?BV_SessionID=a)(@(@/@0902510992.1179177793@/@xa@&BV_Engin
eﬂ)=eccdaddk1hngkﬂ:ceﬁce;gdﬁxdgnl0&categm0ﬂ)=—1073762968

See Fiat, Fiat Worldwide, Fiat Club, http-/~www.fiat. com/cz-
bm/pbrand AIVFIAT_COM/fiatumrverse/club.jsp?BV_ Sssxon]])a"‘f‘ @(@(@0902510992.1179177793 @@ @@ &BV_En
gmell)qcedaddkumgkﬂ:cefecejgdﬁzdgﬂ 0.

See FIATGROUP, n Gruppo Fiat, Fiar SpA., Storia,
htip://www. fiatgroup com/main php?w=1&tl=Gruppo%20Fiat&gs=Stona.
22 See Fiat Auto Press. Archivio Fotografico, http://www fiatautopress. com/index php?method=gallery.
* See Immagini di Storia. I luoghi, Torino, Archivie  Storico  Fiat,
htip:/fwww. immazinidistonia it/luoghi 1 phpTid=18. As stated m this page: The “Fiat Histoncal Archives has its
headquarters m a Liberty style bulding, which was the first enlargement (1907) of the workshops in Corso Dante where
the company was created. It preserves more than 5 thousand Imear meters of records, from 1900 to the 1980s, regarding
the various aspects of the mdustnal history of the Gruppo Fiat (admumistration. fnance personnel production
commumcation, study office, technologes, planning) and of 1ts products (cars, commercial vehicles, tractors, trams,
anrplanes, marine engines). To all this, we must add an iconographic patnmony of almost one mulkion of photographs,
photographic plates. negatives; thousands of posters and advertismg sketches; more than 200 howrs of diztal films and
video. A hibrary of three thousand volumes on the hustory of Fiat. of the means of transport, of the companies and of the
wark concludes the content of the center”. The images of these pages have dates and captions.
3¢ Zadig, L'Asienda, bttp://www.zadigweb.com/Azienda himl: moltre. see Zadig, Progstti realizzati, Internet,
http:/www.zadigweb.com/web. html.
% See Lamcia, http://www.lancia it/cgi-bin/pbrand dIVLANCIA_TTALTA home jsp?BV_UseBVCookie=no; Alfa
Romeo. hittp-//wwrw.alfaromeo.it/cgi-bin/pbrand dIVAT FAROMEOQO_ITAILTIA home jsp?BV_UseBVCookie=no.
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description of various aspects of the corporate lnswry‘o‘s the latter presents a reconstruction of its
evolution from the company’s origins up to the presmt‘o as well as a specific website for the
Historical Archives™®. This last IT source is interesting for its accuracy, ifs readability. its detailed
contents and its innovative pmposes . In fact. the Alfa Rmmo Hxstom:al Archives contains a great
deal of information regarding the creation of the archives itself®", on its mventory methods and on
the records preserved (“photographs. technical publications, books and films. and an mmportant
collection of testimonies regarding its corgorare life: balance sheets., folders. technical
characteristics of the products and advertisin, § ) on its activities to valorize the patrimony of
records and the guidelines for consuhatxon . Furthermore, there is a precise description of the
archival series and therr consistency” M3 with particular attention to the photographs, the technical
publications. the drawings. the library and the film library"". In other pages. there is a list of

e See Lancia, Storia, http:/fwww.lancia it'cq-
bin/porand dIVLANCIA_TTALIA history/history jsp7BV_SessionID=ayayay@0053546682.1179177550@ @ @@ &BV
_EngmelD=cccgaddkmedinhmeefecejgdfiidenm 0.
*7 See Alfa Romeo, Storia, http://www.alfaromeo.it/cgi-bin/pbrand dIVAIL FAROMEOQ_ITALIA history'history.jsp
Alﬁhstotyumldﬂnmd:ﬁem&tmmtheemluhmof&elogoﬁreach&cade,ﬁ:edn'erstﬁcanmofthe
vehicles, the results of car races, the shifing forfunes of the mam personahities and of the company itself In the website,
there 15 2 bibhography on corporate history (see Alfa Romeo. Storia. Bibliografia. Bibliogrqfia storica,
http://'www.alfaromeo.it/cz-
bin/pbrand dIVAT FAROMEO_ITALIA/history'histaryjsp7BV_SessionID=@a)@/@@1970797909.1179162416@@ai@
&BV_EngmelD=cccgaddkmed: gkjcefecejzd fiidgnk 0&com broadvision. session new=Y es&categoryOID=
1073750377&Failed_Reason=Session+not+found&Failed Page=%2fAI FAROMEQ_ITAITA%2fhistory%e2fhistory js

B,). See Archivio Storico Alfa Romeo, http/'www.archiviostorico.alfaromeo.it/,
http://www. archiviostonco. alfaromeo. t/cgi-bin/pbrand dIVATFAAS TTAITA home.jsp.

2% As underlined i the website of the archives: “Alfa Romeo has always focused on business history as an essential
component of the evolution of the modem society and the development of busmess culture. This interest has two aims:
to satisfy the growing involvement of the scientific/cultural world towards the history of the Brand. and to support the
need of keeping the corporate image alive through its past. For this reason. m 1969, the chawman of Alfa started the
creation of the Alfa Romeo Historical Archives. (...) After years of conhmuous and profitable waork. the historical
archives 15 a lving and constructive reality” (Archivio Storico Alfa Romeo. Chi siamo, Intro,
http:/www.archiviostorico. alfaromeo.1t/czi-

bmn/porand dIVATFAAS TTALTA/aboutus/aboutus.jsp?’BV_SessionID=a/@ @@ 1483445514.11791671 2 @aa@@&B
V_EnginelD=cccdaddklimzkfhcefecejzdfiidznl OfcategoryOID=1073790841 &contentType=PB_GEN_CNT1).

M9 See Archivio Storico Alfa Romeo, Chi siamo, Storia, http:/fwww.archiviostorico. alfaromeo.it/cgi
bm.'ph'anddll"AH"AAS ITATIA/aboutus/aboutus. jsp7BV_| S&snm.lDd"@("@"O”BZi%S 1179166743 @ya) '\"\’“'&B
Vv yjdecefecejzdfitden) 0&categaryOID=-1073790842 &contentType=PB_GEN_ CNT]

T grchivio  Storico Alfa Romeo., Chi siamo, Metodologia. htip://wrww.archiviostorico. alfaromeo. itlegi-
bmn/pbrand dIVATFAAS_TTATTA/aboutus/aboutus.}sp?’BV_SessionID=(a)@@@0790500676.1179166062 @@ @@ &B
V_EnginelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefecejzdfirdgn) 0&categoryOID=-107379086 7&content Type=PB_GEN_ CNTL.

M2 See Archivio Storico Alfa Romeo, Chi siamo, Attivita e Mission, htp://www.archiviostorico. alfaromeo it/cgi-
bin/pbrand dIVALFAAS_TTALIA/aboutus/aboutus. jsp?BV_SessionID=a @i@ia@2099333263.1179166743 @@ aya&B
V_EnginelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefecejzdfiidzn]. 0&categoryOID=-107379086 S&contentType=PB_GEN_CNTI;
Archivio Storico Alfa Romeo, Chi siamo, Norme per la consultazione. http://www.archiviostorico.alfaromeo it'cgi-
bm/pbrand dIVATFAAS | lTALIA.n’aba:tns’abmha_;sp"BV Sess:m.ﬂ)d‘@@@"%ﬁ.ﬁ 1179166743 @avaya&B
V_EnginelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefecejzdfiiden). 0&categoryOID=-1073790868&contentType=PB_GEN_CNT1.

' See Archivio Storico Alfa Romeo, Documentii Intro. http:/iwww.archiviostorico.alfaromeo. it/cgi-
bmn/pbrand AIVATFAAS | TTALIA/documents/documents Jsp’BV_SessionID=a@@@0677517811.1179167828@ @@
(@&BV_EngmelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefecejzdfiidzn). 0&czﬁegtrvOID-—10737726.9&cmmTyp;=PB GEN_| CNT2.
™ See Aychivio Storico Alfa Romeo. Documenti, Foto, hitp://www.archiviostorico. alﬁraneo:t’cgl-
bmn/porand dIVATFAAS _TTATIA/documents/documents.jsp?BV_SessionID=@@@@0677517811.1179167828@@@
(@&BV_EngmelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefecejzdfiidzn). 0&categoryOID=-1073772630&content Type=PB_GEN | ONT2;
Archivio Storico Alfa Romeo, Documenti, Pubblicazioni Tecmiche, http://www.archiviostorico.alfaromeo it/cgi-
bin.’phznddll’AIfAAS_lTAlINdocnmmtsldocummts. 15p"BV_SessionID=a@@a@@0677517811.1179167828@@ @
(@&BV_EngmelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefecejzdfiidzn). O&categoryOID=-107377263 1 &contentType=PB_GEN_CNT?2;
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dissertations that have made use of the archives, and it is possible to see — and download — two
films entitled “Alfa Romeo. una tradizione che continua™".

A quite important website 1s that of the “Same Deutz-Fahr™ group. a leading worldwide
mdustry for tractors, dtesel engmes. threshing machmes. and agricultural machines. with
headquarters 1 m Tnewgho S This website has a section dedicated to the industrial history with a
usefuul timeline’'” and an entire section dedicated to the Hxstoncal Archives with information about
how to access it the companysnnssxonandnspmposes ¥ The site has also a search engine that
locates information data and reproductions from the large records patrimony (balance sheets,
patents, calendars, catalogues. films, scale machinery and models, photogaphm material projects
and technical drawings. technical publications, advertisement. and so on) . Moreover. the archives
has made some corporate films available that can be seen dxrectly from the website™". Finally. I'd
like to bring to the reader’s attention the section dedicated to the historical museum of the group
with a representation of “some of the most xmpoxtant stages of the agricultural mechanization (...)
with original iconographic and textual :

There are some other interesting websites for the motor vehicles industry such as that of the
“Gruppo Pminfarina™, omofthenmnmpphetsmthemotorﬁeldofD&ugn Engineering and
Production of niche car services™>-. This website provides a film on the origins and the evolution

Archivio  Storico  Alfa Romeo.  Documenti., Dissgmi,  htip:/ifwww.archiviostorico.alfaromeo. it/cz
bm/pbrand dAIVATFAAS TTATIA/documents/documents.jsp?BV_SessionID=@)@@@0677517811. 1179167828@@@
(@&BV_EngmelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefecejzdfiiden). 0&categoryOID=-1073772632&content Type=PB_GEN | CNT2:
Archivio  Storico Alfa  Romeo, Documenti, Biblioteca, http://www.archmiostonico.alfaromeo.it/cgi-
bin'porand AIVATFAAS | ITAJ..IA.’documentslbdblm)sp’BV S&m&f&aa{ty’aomilmll 1179167828@@ @
(@&BV_EngmelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefecejgdfiidegn). 0&categoryOID=-1073772634: Archivio Storico Alfa Romco
Documenti, Cineteca, hitp://www.archiviostorico. alﬁmmeo.lt/cgl-
bm/phmddu’AIfAAS ITATTA/documents/documents. jsp?BV_SessionID=a/@@@0677517811.1179167828@ @@
»a &BV_EngmelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefece;zdfiidzn;). O&categ!rvOID=-1073772636&cmtmtType=PB GEN _| CNT”

T See Archivio Storico Alfa Romeo., Documenti, Tesi, htip://www.archiviostorico. alfaromeo. itleg-
bm/pbrand dIVATFAAS TTATIA/documents/documents.jsp?’BV_SessionID=a@)@@@0677517811.1179167828@ @@
(@&BV_EngmelD=cccdaddkmedhjdecefece;zdfiiden). 0&categoryOID=-1073792966&content Type=PB_GEN CNT2,
Vodcast Alfa Romeo, Alfa Romeo, una tradizions che continua P
http:/~odeast. alfaromeo. it Twatch=E6MI7TDID3 AQK 7S4YHHKSETW2X3: Vodcast, Alfa Romeo, Alfa Romeo, una
tradizione che continua II, http-/~rodcast.alfarameo. it ?watch=USVAZQ6FT399SBDSF YZETASMMZ.
?1¢ See Same Deutz-Fahr Group, hitp://www.samedeutz-fahr. com/it/.
V7 See Same Deutz-Fahr Group, La nostra storia, http://www.samedeutz-fahr com/it/museum php; Same Deutz-Fahr
Group, La nostra storia, Quattro ruots che lavorano, http://www.samedeutz-fahr com/mmseum_ithtml As stated in
these two pages: “the history of Same Trattarn 15 the history of a genius and. at the same time, of a company that
managed to gam a central role on the mternational scene. 75 years passed since the young Francesco Cassam presented
the model of a fractar that anticipated the charactenstics of the first four wheel drive tractor and a diesel engme
manufachwred m 1952 Although comphcated the development made contmuous progresses towards entrepreneurial
maturify. a path fueled by an extraordinary technological insight, a profound interest towards the real problems of the
client, strong ambition and the continuous search for solutions to lessen the hard physical Iabar of farmwork. Over the
years, the group became mtemational with factories i Italy, Germany, Poland, India, and distibution companies in the
mam countries .
B See Same Deutz-Fahr Group, Archivio Storico. Modalita di accesso,
http://195.103.16.109archniostorico’regolamento_itahtny; Same Deutz-Fahr Group, Archivio Storico, Mission e
Fumziom, http://195.103.16.109/archiviostorico/mizsion_ita htm.
1% See Same Deutz-Fahr Group, Archivio Storico, hitp://195.103.16.10% archiviostorico/.
bt See Same Deutz-Fahr Group, Archivio Storico, Una storia n miovimento,
hnp 1/195.103.16.10% archniostonico/filmati_tta htm

1 Same Deutz-Fahr Group, Museo Storico, http.l/l95 103.16.109/museostorico/mdex asp.

*3 Pininfarina, Il Gruppo, http:/ferww.pininfarina itindex/gruppo.
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of the companymandasectiondedicatedtothehistoq the individuals and the models. with a
timeline, the biographies of the people who brought the brand to success, the history of its
sophisticated design and the collaboration with other industries™ . The “Museo dell’ Automobile™
in Turin has, on the Net, a small historical reconstruction, a description of its collection formed by
models of 80 different brands. various articles, an account of its record center and an internal search
engme The “Ducati” website has a textual and photographic history and an extensive list of the
contents ofthenmseumofth:scompany, which was first set up to produce mdnstxnlcomgonents
for radio equipment and then became one of the most famous Italian motorcycle industries™. The
history of “MV Augusta”, created as an aeronautical industry and becoming one of the most faxmus
motorcycle mdustries all over the world, is told in the historical reconstruction of its website™’ and
in the pages dedicated to the corporate mmseum™>.

We will now analyze a few other corporate mmseums whose IT sources are more or less
developed - At the same time. we will consider some specific Italian fields of Italian industry that

® See Pininfarina, Piminfarina racconta, Pininfarina Video,
http://www.pmmfanna it'repository’multimediaVideo/01_video_welcome/index htm.

% See Pininfarina, Storia & Modelli, http”www;nnmﬁrmz_ltﬁndexl’mModelh_hhnl, Pininfarina, Storia &
Modelli, Timeline. http://vrww.pminfarma it'imdex/stonaModelli'ttmelme; Pininfarina, Storia & Modelli, Biogrqfie.
http:/’www.pmmfanna it'mdex/stonaModelh/iografie; Piminfarina, Stovia & Modelli, Modelli Piminfaring.
http://'woww.pmmfanna it'mdex/stonaModelli'modelh:  Piminfarina, Storia &  Modslli,  Collaboraziom,
http:/‘www.pminfarma it'mdex/stonaModelh/collaborazont.

2% See Museo dell automobils, http://www mmsecautoit!. see Museo dell automobile di  Torino,
http://www.racine ra it/ortone3%/attivita/ipertestt/Una_gita_a_Tormohome_auto htm There are also other museums
like this one: see Museo Nicoilis, http/'www.museonicolis.com/‘website'mam htm: Museo dell Automobile, San Martino
in Rio (RE). http://wrww . museodellauto.it’; Museo delle Auto della Polizia di Stato. hitp:/'wwrw.museoautopolizia it';
Musso di Macchine “Enrico Bernardi”, http://www.unipd it mmset/'macchime/collezion1 html. The “Museo Fisogm”
website 15 quite unique with reproductions of imdustnal finds dedicated to gas pumps. (see Museo Fizogm,
hitp://www.nmseo-fisogni.org/).

3¢ See Ducati, Tradizione. Le cronache della leggenda, htip://www.ducati.com/itheritage’mdex jhtml: Ducari,
Tradizione, Il Museo Ducati, httpﬂwwwdmaﬁ.m’it’heritage’mnsedimochn'mjhhnl There are some other
websites re.fznng to motorcycle companies: see Museo Morbidelli, htip://www.museomorbidelli it'mdex htm: Moro
Morini, Storia, hitp: fwww motomormi com/stonia-intro_ita.asp; Benelli, Azienda., Storia,
http: ’fwww.beneﬂ:.cmn’stmasp

227 Sea MV Augusta, Company, La storia, http:/www mvagusta.com/_vti_gl_hist] aspxZrpstry=3 _.

% See Gruppo Lavoratori Anziami Augusta MV, http://www.glaagusta. org/museo/mdex shtml: Miseo Augusta,
http://'www.dgualdo.it/museo-agusta bt

9 See Museo Virtuale — Il Regio Museo Idustriale, http://www2 polito.it/strutture/cemed ‘museovirtuale Tuoghi/3-
01/3-1-08/3-1-08htm; Museo FVirmuale - I Regio Museo Industriale Italiano di  Torino,
http://www2_polito.itstrutture/cemed/museovirtuale/nomsa’1-02/1-2-03/1-2-0308 htm: MIL S — Museo delle Industrie
e dsl Lavoro del Saromnese, http://www. saronno.org/mulsaronno/defanithtm; Musso Italiano della Ghiza,
http:/'wow. mmseoitalianoghiza org/default asp?L=IT; I "Magli " di Sarezzo, http://www.comune sarezzo bs.it/fucina;
Museo della Filigrana. http://wwwmuseofiligrana org/index htm: Museo della Carta e della Filigrana,
http://www.museodellacarta. comhome pagehtml; Museo dslle Carta di  Pietrabuoma -  Pescia,
http:/www.museodellacarta.org'; Museo della Carta - Amalfi. http-/‘www.mmseodellacartait/; Museo della Figurina -
Modena, http//www.comume modena it/museofigurina’index html: Tipoteca Ttaliana fondazione, Museo del Carattere &
della Tipografia, hitp://'www.tipoteca.it’; Museo Bodomiano. http://www.mb-museobodoniano. it/index-flazh htm;
Museo Tipografico Rondani, http:/www.museotipograficorondam 1t/ Museo della Plastica,
hitp://museo. cznnmcam'museonm’pn’makealeasp Museo della Paglia e dell’Intreccio “Domenico Michelacei™,
http:/‘www.nmseopaglia it/; Museo Artistico Indusmiale, http://ma1 museum com/italiano/mdex himl,
http://martind scie remuna.org/; Museo Internazionale delle Ceramiche in Faenza,
http://www.mcfaenza org/mdex htm; I Museo dslla Ceramica di Montslupo.
http:/'wow. mmseomontelupo.it'mu’ 1 /museoceramica‘mmseoceranica. asp; Museo delia ceramica,
http:/www.museogrottaglie it/; Museo Storico Aziendale Gori & Zucchi,
http://www.unozemre com/jsp/it/museo/index j5p; Miuseo Bulgari, http-//www.bulgan. com/splash phyp: Mario Buccellati,
Il Museo Aziendale, La Collezione di Lorenzo Buccellati, http://’www.manobuccellati it/collezione/collezionel htm;
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have adopted digital resources. In the fields of fashion and textile. there are many important
websites such as: “Gucci”, with a timeline of the company from its origins up to now; “Salvatore
Ferragamo™. with a corporate chronology and a section dedicated to the museum that collects and
displays its creations; “Missoni™. with a section dedicated to the 5o anniversary of the company
with photographs and films; “Gianfranco Ferré”. with a virtual museum ofxts collections with
videos and images; “Benetton™. with a timeline and films dedicated to the 40% anniversary of the
group; “Ermenegildo Zegna™. with a descriptions of the company’s history and the woolen mull,
with texts and photographic galleries; “Zucchi”, which has put togggm' a web collection of the
printing blocks used to handprint on cloth between 1785 and 1935 The “Fondazione Micol

Museo dell Orologeria Pesarina, http://wrww.valpesanna org/orologi/museo/musec_home htm; Museo dsll ‘Orologio
da Torre "Roberto Trebino", http//www.trebino.at/, http://www.dpsonkine it'trebino/mmseo.asp: Museo della pipa di
Brebbia, http:/fwww. h‘ebbupmpen’mnseo stona php; Museo del Cavallo Giocattolo,
htip://www.museodelcavallogiocattolo.it/; Museobottega della Tarsialignea.
http://www.alessandrofiorentmocollection it/afe/ita'museo himl; Museo della Tarsia di Rolo,
http:/fwww.museodellatarsia it/servizi nohzienotizie_homepage aspx; Sagsa Spd.. Spasio Mwseo Sagsa,
http:/f'www.sagsanet/SAGSA HIM; Museo del Tessuto. hitp://www.museodeltessuto.it/: Fondazione Chierese per il
Tessile e per il Museo del Tessile, hitp://'www. fondazionetessilchien com/; Museo della Lana,
htip:/www.regione abruzzo.it museum/museo. html; Museo del Costume Raffaello Piraino,
http:/'www.mmseopwramno.it’; Villa Foscarini Rossi, Come e mato il museo. http//www.villafoscarmiit/cultura-
nascitaphp: Muceo dell Arte del Cappello di Ghiffa, bitp://www museodellartedelcappello.it/index htm: Museo
dell'Ombrello e del Parasole, http//www.gigneseit'museo/ombrello/mdexhtml; I Museo dell Occhiale,
http:/feyesway.com/Contentshome museo.php; Musei del cibo, http://www.muserdelatboit!; Museo del Confetto
“Giovanmi  Mucci”,  bttp://'wwwmuseodelconfettoit/; Museo  Nazionale delle Paste  Alimentari,
htip://www.museodellapasta t/. Museo dell 'Olive, http://www mmseodellolivo.com; Lungarotti, Museo dell Olio,
http://www.olio lungarott biz/; Lungarotti, Museo del vino, hitp://fwww.vino hmgarott biz/; Museo del vino - Caldaro,
htip:/fwww.provinz. bz.it/volkskundemuseenWm_1t_0htm It 15 to mention a portal dedicated to crafis museums of the
vanious Itahian regions (see Musei dell Artigianato, http-//'www.musel confartizianato.it/Progetto.asp). Finally, m the
field of transports, - m addition to the historical-archival records of the portal of “Ferrowie dello Stato” (see Ferrovie
dello Stato. hitp:/'www ferroviedellostato.it/; Ferrovie dello Stato, Gruppo Fervovie dsllo Stato. La nostra storia,
http:/www. farroviedell ostato.it/farroviev/index. jsp Mvenextord=d3d2ecb443 9ab0 10Ven VCM 1000002 £22£50aRCRD),
a due nlevant fonti specifiche (see Treni & Dintorni, hitp://www.treni-dintorni com/tremidintorni’homepage htm; La
mia Ferrovia, http-//www.miaferrovia it/) and fo the online raslway libliography (see Bibliografia Ferroviaria Italiana,
htip:/fwww.trenidicarta 1it/) —, there are some mteresting nmseal websites (see Il sito del Museo Ferroviario Piemontese,
http://www.museoferrovianopiemontese com/default asp: I Museo Fervoviario di Trieste Campo Marzio,
http:/fwww.retecivica trieste it'mmseofer/; Museo Ferroviario Ligure. http://www.museoferronianiohgzure it/; I1 Museo
Fervoviario Sardo a Cagliari, http://web. tiscali t/sardegnavapore/mmseo. htm; AMFV/Associazione Museo Ferroviario
Valdostano. http://wew.amfvat/; I Museo Ferroviario di Cuneo, hittp://www.dlfcuneo net/'mmseo html; Associazione
Verbano Express - Museo Ferroviario del Verbano, hitp://xoomer alice it'verbanoexpress/; Musei e Siti Archeologici,
Museo Ferroviario Nazionale di Pistrarza, http://www laportadelvesuvio.it'musel_pietrarsa htm: Muszeo Nazionale dei
Trasporti, http-/www .laspezia net/mmt/mam htm; Museo Ewropeo dei Trasporti Ogliari, http-/www.museo-oghart it’).
¥ See Gucci, About Gucci, History, hitp://www.gucci com/int/uk-english/about-gucci/history/; Sahvatore Ferragamo,
Cronologia, http://werw. salvatoreferragamo. it/web'itadonnacronologia html: Sahatore Ferragamo, Museo Salvatore
Ferragamo, http:/wrww . salvatoreferragamo.it‘web/itadonnammseo himl; Missomi, Storia,
http:/‘www.misson1 com/ita html; Gianfranco Ferre, History, Gallery. http/'www.ganfrancoferre. com/tta’wan html;
United Colors of Benetton, Sito Stampa 40 Amni, 40 Anmi di Storia, http://www.benettongroup.com/40years-
press/TTA/40 years tunelme.htmL United Colors of Benetton, Sitoc Stampa 40 Ami. Video,
htip:/www.bensttongroup.com/4Oyears-pressTT A videos himl: Ermenegildo Zegna. Zegna Group,
http://www.zegna. com/’page=ZegnaGroup.HP, The Zucchi Collection of Antigue Handblocks 1785-1033,
http:/‘www.zucchicollection . org/pages/mdex php?language=it. In this last website, it 1s stated that: “the sigmificance of
the Collezione Zucchi 15 not limited to the collection of handblocks for printing on cloth, their filmg and preservation.
therr exhibition m museums. In fact, 2 senes of mitiatives dedicated to (...) people at all levels made this patimony
available to the public”. However the site also emphasizes the fact that: “These handblocks belonged to an mmportant
Englich textile company, David Evans & Co., who collected them for over 150 years from the leading prmt shops
throughout the world”, and that: “The 12.000 drawings of the collection testify from 1783 to 1935, the most different
and refined European trends in one of the most vatal penods for its culture. 56.000 handblocks to print on cloth, which
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Fontana™>' “has the material availability of the clothes produced by the Fontana sisters from the
1950s to the present. as well as related materials that impart historical and cultural value: fashion-
plates (illustrations), embroidery and swatches, and an extensive photo archives of famous people
wearing these clothes™™. This source provides abundant information — both online and on a CD-
ROM — on the “records of 50 years of fashion that rendered the concept “made in Italy” famous all
over the world™; there is also detailed information on the contents of the Historical Archives of the
foundation™-.

There are other examples to be analyzed from the “made in Italy” in fields other than
fashion: 1 e. the development of design. First of all the website of “Museo del Design Italiano On-
line”, which allows to access to an Historical Archivesm, made up of “more than 7000 files
dedicated to companies, designers. products and entrepreneurs; here is a unique mstrumg,m to
valorize both the history and the current affaws of Italian design from 1945 until today™ A
conceptually advanced website with a striking mix of texts and images is that of “Kartell”, the
company set up in 1949 to produce plastic household objects. This site includes a photographic
archives. a video. and a section dedicated to the museum where the visitor finds a reconstruction of
the company’s evolution and identity. It is also possible to “visit” the structure, and look for
records according to the product, the designer and the technologyu g

Other significant IT sources are: “Alessi”. considered one of the most important companies
of Italian design: “Fimag — Gruppo Guzzini”, which provides a fair amount of information for each
operative company; ;‘;lm’ with photographs and texts on work techniques as well as on
corporate happenings™ . Finally. the “Richard Ginori™ website is not only an IT source of [one of
Italy’s oldest porcelain companies], but has also become an outstanding example of accuracy.
elegance and efficiency, paying particular attention to the section dedicated to the company’s
mamfacturing history in Sesto Fiorentino, and to the link with the “Museo di Doccia ™.

Some other interesting examples are related to more contemporary fields such as tourism and new
technologies. In the first case, it is worth mentioning the original example of “Balnea Museum —

cwrently represents the largest ibrary of this kind m the world” (The Zucchi Collection of Antique Handblocks 1785-
1035 Manifestazioni ed eventi, hitp://www.zucchicollection org/pages/knowhow.php; The Zucchi Collection of Antique
Handblocks 1785-1033, 1l passato rirovato, Introduzione. hitp://erww. zacchicollection. org’pages/past_mtro.php; The
Zucchi  Collection «of Antiqgue Handblocks 1785-1935, I passato ritrovato, La  collezione,
http:/fwww.zucchicollection. org/pages/past_collection php).

**! Sea Fondazione Micol Fontana, bttp://www.micolfontana it index? html.

1 Fondazione Micol Fontana, La Fondazions, http://www.micolfontana it/fonda btm.

3 Fondazione Micol Fontana. 50 anni di moda — il fascino del made in Italy, http-//www.micolfontanait/. In this page,
it 15 stated that “The historical archives is the treaswre of the Foundation, based on clothing created by the Fontana
sisters m the penod between 1950 and 1990; there are about 100 garments chosen among the most sigmficant for the
history of the ateher™.

** See Museo del design italiano on-line, http://www.designitaliamuseo. it/site/default aspTlang=it; Musso del design
italiano on-line. Archivio del design italiano, http://www.designitaliamuseo 1t'site/archive_search asp.

¢ Design-Italia Qfficial Web Site, Mussum of Italian Design, http:/fwww.design-italia it/italiano/museo htm.
Moreover: “The critena for selecting the published contents provides for the presence of files of Itzhan companies.
products of Itahan companies designed by foreizn designers and projects by Italian designers”. Other simular websites
mclude the “Collezione Permanente del Design Italano™, the “Fondazione Armna Querci per il Design™ and the
“Fondazione ADI per i Design Itzliano”™ (see Collezions Pearmanente del Design Italiano,
http://www.tnennale it/mennale’permanentehome_htmi;  Fondazione Anma  Querci per il  Design,
http:/fwww.fondazioneannaquerct it'; Fondazione ADI per il Design Italiano, hitp://www.fondazioneadi.org/).

1 See EKartell, http:/fwww kartell it/global aspx?idLingua=IT.

»*7 See Alessi, L'Azienda, Storia, htip://www.alessi com/azienda/storia jsp; Fimag — Gruppo ini, I Gruppo,
http:/fwww. fimag ititafil grappo. htm; Fimag — Gruppo Guzzini, La Storia, http:/ferww. fimag 1t italastonia htm:; Venini,
hittp://www.venin. com/venin: html

% See Richard Ginori 1735.Com, http/fwww.richardemoril735.com/; Richard Ginori 1735.Com, Storia.
http://www.nchardgmoni1 735 com/ita/stana/stona hitml; Museo di Doccia, http:/www.museodidoccia.it.
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Museo Virtuale dei Bagni di Mare e del Turismo Balneare™, formed by “ten galleries, 120 rooms.

3000 works such as paintings. engravings, posters. photographs and vm!age finds, to document the
evolution of people’s relationship with sea bathing and beaches™. It has many iconographic
collections, a library and a search engm;e”40 Another important websxte is that of “Touriseum™, the
website of the tourism mmuseum in Merano”*!, which gives a significant picture of “two centuxm of
tourism history in Tirol. from both the tourists” and the local inhabitants’ point of view™ 2 In the
second case. we can refer to a few Italian websites. usually museums, dealing with the history of
computers and technological innovation First of all the portal “Musei-it net — Musei e Nuove
Tecnologie” with many resources and. in particular. with a list — for each Italian region - of the
companies specialized in cxeatmg IT and nmitimedia applications for museums, galleries, libraries
and other cultural institutions”*. The website “Computer Museum it” is dedicated to computer and
I'I'h:story"“ but it also has an exhibition of the most famous PCs and a chronology of four
generations of electronic machinery. a media lbrary of the historical images of Apple
advertisements. a technical archives with more than one thousand models produced from 1970 to
2000**. Furthermore. it is worth mentwmng five websites about IT evolution with a wide range of
mformation, linked to the milestones in this field and of their respective activities: the “Museo
Virtuale dell'Informatica™ of the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche; the “Museo dell Informatica e
del Calcolo Scientifico™, by AICA and CILEA; the “Museo on line” of the portal “Tecnoteca.it™;

**® Balnea Museum. http:/’www balnea net/museum/index html The mmseum has an extensive collection of records and
in general: “Tt pictures an histonical view from the first therapeutic baths on the Channel at the half of the 18th century
and from the burth of sea towns m Europe, Australia, South Afnica and the USA until the explosion of mass tounism m
the 1950s.” (Balnea Museum, Informazioni & link, Mission, http://erww balnea net/default. asp’ecmd=mmission).

3 See Balnea Museum, Gallerie, http://www balnea net'default asp?cmd=category; Balnsa Musewum, Biblioteca,
http:/‘www.balnea net/default asp ?emd=doc; Balnea Museum. Visite & mappa, Ricerca,
http://www.balnea net/default. asp?emd=search The gallenes are divided mto three well-developed sections:
“Esposizmoni permanenti”, “Mostre temporanee™ and “Rimmi e Riviera™ (see Balnea Museum, Gallsrie. Guallerie
permanenti, hitp://www balnea net/default asp?emd=categorv&ud=113; Balnea Museum, Gallerie, Special Exhibitions.

http:/‘www.balnea net/default asp?emd=categoryfid=6; Balnea Musewm, Gallerie, Rimimi e Riviera,

http://www.balnea net/default asp?emd=category&1d=9). The library is divided into three areas: “Documenti” — with
many facsimile volumes — “Sagm e aricoh” and “Scaffale nmunese” (Balmea Museum, Biblioteca. Documenti,

http:/fwwrw. balnea.netn’defmlt.asp"cmd=doc&type=docummﬁ: Balmea Museum. Biblioteca, Saggi e articoli,

hitp://www.balnea net/default asp?emd=doc&type=sagz1%e20e%2 0articoli: Balnea Museum, Biblioteca. chﬂ'als
riminese, hitp://'www. balnea net’default. asp?emd=doc&type=scaffale%20nmmese). The search engine zuides the user
to the creation of @ personal path m=ide the archives.

! See Touriseum. Museo provinciale del Turismo, hitp://www.touriseum itindex_it asp

*! Touriseum. Museo provinciale del Turismo. Chi siamo, hitp://www touriseum it/it/chisiamo/default htm As
obzerved: “The Museo del Tunsmo Castel Trauttmansdorff is 2 provincial mmseum dealmg with the theme of regional
tounism i its different aspects: as an economic section, a5 a social phenomena as an occasion for encounter and
cultural exchange. as an 1impulse and a result of social changes, as a cause of environmental and cultural changes and so
on. Thseaspec&mmﬂmdmﬂ:emmmﬁmtbepomtofuewofhxst«mzlmﬂya,aswtﬂzsfathencwran
1mpartance” (Touriseum. Musee  provinciale  del Turismo. Chi  siamo, Linee  guida,

http:/‘www. touriseum 1t/it/chisiamo/lineegmida ] htm). Maoreover, it 15 to highlight the impartance of the section of the
websmde&caedm&epcmmtexhhhmmd&eamyof&emnmoﬁhemm&mﬂuw (see
Touriseuwm. Musso provinciale del Twrizsmo, Esposizione permanents,
http:/ fwenw. tounseum 1t/it/esposizonepermanente/defanlt htm: Tourizewmn. Museo provinciale del Turismo, Esposizions
permanents, Percorso museale, hitp:/farww touriseum 1t/1it/esposizionepermanente/percorso.htm).

) See Musei-it.net - Mussi ¢ Nuove Tecnologie, http://worw musei-it net/index php: Musei-it.net - Mussi & Nuove
Tecnologie, Aziends, hitp://erww. musei-it net'aziende php.

** See Computer Museum _it, http://www.computermuseum it/mdsx asp.

% See Computer Museum it, Museo. hitp://www. canpmemm..emn.xt/mnsmfmdu.htm, Computsr Museum _it,

Storia, http:/"www.computermuseum 1thistory/mdex htm; Computer Museum i, Mediateca,

http:/ www. computermmseum it‘media‘pub. asp; Computer Museum At Archivio,
http:/‘www. computermuseum it/archive/index htm_



the “Storia Informatica e dei Computer”, by a private operator; the “FWT UNESCO Computer
Museum Museo Didattico di Storia dell Informatica™. currently underway in Padova™ "

We could go on indefinitely, following the path of the various groups divided accorda'ng to
corporate field, or else, finding specific unique initiatives on the Net, in order to give a more
detailed picture of the situation of business archives and history in Italy However, IT sources
develop so rapidly, even in the narrowest fields, as to go beyond the possibilities of this present
report. Furthermore. we should consider the evolition of knowledge and its ‘contamination’.
thanks to new IT and commmnication technologies that lead to the broadening of the spectrum of
analysis and the dialogue among different fields of knowledge. including those on historical
reconstruction. This does not make the work on Italian websites less efficient. Although it cannot be
compared to work camied out in more technologically developed countries. IT development in
business culture in Italy has showed remarkable consistency and variety. In conclusion it seems
that Italy has started to move faster and in the right direction However, a better coordination of
efforts is essential in order to gamn a better overall strategy rather than the start-up of many
disconnected initiatives. This field is extremely interesting. not only for archivists and IT workers.
but also for economic and business historians. In fact, scholars m this field now have at their
disposal new techniques and new materials that can put together traditional paper sources with
electronic ones. We find before us a fascinating and demanding target, requiring a full and
conscious use of this new frontier.

* This article is the anticipation of a broader work, currently m progress, based on a presentation by the
author during the conference “Archivi d'impresa: stato dell’arte e controversie”, promoted by the Societa
Italiana deghi Stomici dell’Economma (SISE) in cooperation with the Istituto per la Culfura e la Stona
d’Impresa “Franco Momigliano™ (ICSIM), which took place on 11th November 2006 at Chiostro di San
Nicolo in Spoleto.

2 Sea Museo Virtuale dell Informatica, hitp://mmsecinfisti.enr.it: Museo dell Trformatica e del Calcolo Scientifico,
http:/’www.nmseocaica it’; Tecnoteca it - Museo on line, http://www. tecnoteca.itmuseo; Storia Iformatica ¢ dei
Computer, http://www.windoweb.1t/edpstory_new/edp htm: FWT UNESCO Computer Museum,
http://mus: fivtumesco.org/mdex html Another website of an mteresting museum 1s that of the “Museo Virtuzle Glauco
Pegormi”, exhibiting typewriters. calculators and office matenals of the past with paricular reference to the “Olivetty”
brand (see Museo Virtuale Glauco Pegorini. http://typewnter. zammac net/Default aspx?tabid=62).
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