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Age at Marriage and Marital Stability: Evidence from a Regression

Discontinuity Design

Abstract: Exploiting the exogenous shock of change of marriage law, this paper estimates a
quasi-natural experimental effect of age at marriage on marital stability for the first time. A new
Marriage Law came into force in Jan. 1, 1981 in China, with new requirement on age at marriage.
Using a regression discontinuity design by restricting sample to those married just before and after
1981, this paper finds that probability of divorce increases by age at marriage. One year delay of
age at marriage increases the probability of divorce by 3 to 6 percentage points. On the contrary,
the results from conventional OLS estimation show that delay of age at marriage either has no
effects or has a small positive effect on marital stability, suggesting the OLS estimates suffer from
severe omitted variable bias. This study suggests that increase in age at marriage is one important
cause of the increase of divorce rates during recent year in China.
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AT A, B AS A B R ZEX T R . TAERIUSON, IE 52 B+ Lo () fd RE |
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R 1 AR VST

AT 5 IR
+/-1 +/-2 +/-1 +/-2 +/-1 +/-2 +/-1 +/-2
BUPIRES (=1, H4)  0.037 0.037 0.036 0.036 0.060 0.060 0.063 0.063
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